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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It was the Avihor^s iatenSMn^ ihat this work 
sfundd haf)e been concluded^ as ü commenced, 
An the fictUums charader. But a circtmir 
etcmce^ to which more importance has been at- 
tachedthanU deserved^ inducedhis respector 
ble piiblishers to request^ that somé guaranlee 
should appear upon the TiUe pagé^ in order to 
satisfy the Piiblic thai these Vblumes were 
tcriUenby 

Thb Author of Wateelet. 
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DEDIOATORY EPISTLE 

TO 

THEREV. DR. DRY ASDUST, P. A. S. 

KÜSIDINO IN THE CASTLE-6ATE, TORK. 



Much Esteemed and Dear Sir, 

' It is scarce neceasary to mention the various 
and coBcarring reasoos which induce me to 
place your name attlie head of the foltowing 
work. Yettheehiefofthese reasons mayper- 
hapsb^ refated by the imperfections of the per- 
formáiice. Gould l have hoped to retider it 
worthy of yoor patronage, the public would at 
once have seen the propriety of ioscrtbing a 
work deisigned to illustrate the domestic anti- 
quitlés of Btigíandy and particularly of our Sax- 
on foréfathers^ to the learned aathor of the Es- 
8ays apón the Uonii)f Kíng Ulphus, and' on 
the Laods bestowed by him upon tfaepatrimoiiy 
of cSt« Péter. I am eoncious, bowever, tíiat the 
slight, uttsatisfoctory^ and tHvial malinér in 
which the resnlt of my antiquarían researches 
has been recorded in the frilowing pages^ takes 
the work from ander that class which bears the 
proud mtdtto Deier digniori. On the contrary^ 
I fear I shall incor the censore of presumption 
in piacing the venerable name of Dr. Jonas 
Bryasdnst at the head of a poblícation, which 
the more grave antiqoary wiil perhaps class 
witfa the idle novéls and romances of the day. I 
am anxions to vindicate myself from such a 
voL. k. S 
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charge; for although I úiight tni^ to your friend- 
«bipfor^aa apologyin yourown eyes, y-et I 
would not wHlingfy stand conyicted in tfaose of 
the pub]ic of so grave a erime, as my fears led 
me to Aütidpate my beÍAg clmrged vvdtb. 
I must therefore rémind yoo^^tbat when wc 

m first talked over together tbat class of produc- 
tions in one of wmchthe priváté aiid family 
affairs of your learned northera friend, Mr. 
Oldback 0f MonkbafQS^ were so unjastifiably 
expozéd to tbe pilblic^ sovie dIacqfisifHi occQfrml 
between ns coáoemiDg the cause of tbe popni> 
larity wbicfa works^ wliich^ wliatever otber 
merít they posseas, must be admütod to be hkf ti* 
ly WTÍlten^ and in violation of every/rale aa# 
aigaed to the ej^opeva^ have.attftiiied in tbis idle 
nge^ It aeemed the^ to Ke your opioion, ihat 
tbe charm lay entirely in tbe art with wbich tho ' 
unknown aatfaor bad^ avúled himaelf, Uke a 
second M^Pherson^ of tbe stores of ' aptiqaity 
wbich lay acattered arouiid faáai; aoiiplyiiig hia 
Own indoleoce or póverty of > invj&ntion^ by the 
incidents wbich had actually. taken place in blé 
Gou&try'at no distant period, introdiM^ing reál 
elviractereyftiitl scarcelysappressingrealnameíié 
It Waa not ai>ove sixty orseventy, years, you 
observed^ tbat the whole north of Hcotland was 
únderalstate of govemmentBeai^lya4i simpleaud 
as patdarchal as those of our |^od .alhefii the 
Mobawks.and Iroqüots. Admitting tbat theau- 
thor can not himself be supposed to have wit^ 
nessedrtbese times, he Duiisthavelived, yoii 6b<p 
sérved^ among persons who had.aoted and 8Q& 

^ féred in them; and evén within ttiese thirty yeara^ 
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suclt fld Hilmte ehABge has ialcen plaee ío the 
maaners of Scotland^ tliat utoo look. back upoa 
their falbers' babits of soeiefy, as we do thoseof 
t be reign of QaieeQ Attila. Havin^tbua materi^ ^ 
als of every kind lying atrewed arouad bim, 
tbere was little. you observed, to embarrass the 
antho^^ but the faeility of cboice. It wafii no won-> 
der, tbefefoFe,tbathavitigbegun teworkamioe 
so plaajbiful^ he sboüld bate derived from bia 
Worika fdlly more credit and profit tban the fa* 
Cflity of his Ubours meríted. 

Admitting (as I eoald not deny) the generál 
. troth (tf ibese concluaionsi I can not bat tbink it 
strange tbat no attempt has been made tó óbtaia 
an intet*e6t for tbetraditions andi«uinners of Old 
!Eng}and> sianüar to that whieb has|i|eenex€Ítad 
in behalf of tfaose of our pooresrimd less cele* 
brated neighbours. The Kendd green, thpugh 
itsda.teis mm*e ancient, onghtsarely tobeas 
deár to our feelings as the varjegaied tartans^of 
thé north. Tlie name of Bobití Hood^ if duly^ 
conjurefl mihf sbould raÍBe a spitit as soon as 
that of Reb Roy; and the patriots of Knglandr 
di^aerve no less their renoi^rn iu our modern cir- 
cles, than the Broces and Waílaces of Calado- 
Bta^ If the scenery of the south be less romnatie 
and sttbVime than thai of the northernmountains, 
it most be allowed to po^sess in the aam^ propor- 
iion $nperior softness and beauty; and upon the 
whole^ we feel barselve8 ^ntitled to exelaim 
with the patríotic Syrian — — " Are not Phar- 
phar and Abana^ nvers of Damaseus) better 
tban all the rivers of Israel?'' 

Yonr objeetiocis to such an attempt^ my dear 
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döctor^ were^ you may remember^ two-fold. Yoa 
insisted npon tbe advantages wfaich the Séots- 
man possessed fromtheveryrecentexistenceof 
that State of society in whteh his scene was tőbe 
laid. Manymen aHveyoaremarked^wellrerafeni' 
bered persons who had not orüy seen thecelebra- 
ted Röy M^Gregor but feasted and evcn foogbt 
witb him. 411 those minnte circamstaDees bé- 
longíng to priváté life and domestic charaeter^ 
all that gíves verisimilitude to a narrative and 
individuality to the persons introdnced, is still 
knoWn and rememberedin Bcotland; whereasin 
England, civilization has been solongcomplete^ 
thatourideas ofoar ancestors are only to be 
gleaned from miisty records and chronieles^ the 
authors of "whieH seem perversely to have con- 
spired tö snplp^ess in their narratives all inter- 
esting details^ iá order to find room for flowers 
of monkish eloquence^ or trite reflections npon 
morals. To match an English and a Scottish 
aothor in the rival task of embodying and reviv- 
ing the traditions of their respective coantríes^ 
wonld be you alleged, in the highest degree un- 
equal and unjust. The. Scottish magician; you 
said was liké Lucan's witch^ at liberty to walk 
over the recent field of battle, and to select from 
the subject of resuscitation by his sorceries a^ 
body whose limbs had recently quivered with 
existence, and whose tbroat had just uttered the 
lai^ note of agony. Sueh a subject evén the 
-powerfulEríctbo was compelled to select^ as 
álone capable of being reanimated evén by her 
potent magic — 

— g clSd«s leto scnitaita medallas, 
Pu^monis rigklí stantes sine vulnerefíbnw 
Invenit, et vocem defuncto in corpore quserit. 
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Tliir^Bfigtisb atttfaor úú tbe olher htod, witb» 
ctatBti^pdsítf gfajm l66g aeotijttMír tliaa the Nortb- 
%tík \l ttlock^ caA^ you dtieervedy-oiily bave thé 
\\\mty oi seleetifig his scibjtfet nmiást tbe dúst 
ef an^dity, tv here notfaittg was to be found but^ 
dty, 8!^[>le^85 mooljlering add disjoiated booes^ 
sucb as those WhkbflUed thevalley df JehoM- 
phftl YodexiJregsed besides yoiir appf ebeDsiody 
tbat tbe ttdpaíridticprejodteesofiDy cduntrydieii 
would not allow fair play to sucb a worka»tbal 
of whiefa I endeavoured to demonatrate tbe pro- 
bable stfccess. And thk, you said, was not en^ 
tirely owíog (o the more generál pvejadiee m 
fávoor of tbat wbieh is foreign, but rested part- 
ly iipod ímprobabilitiés, arisiog out of tbe* cir<- 
ctimstancefi in wbicb the English reader is pia* 
ced. If yoa describe to bim a set of wild man? 
ners átid a state of primative society existtngin 
the Higblands of Scotland^ be was mut^h dis- 
^posect to acquiesce in the trath of what wasas- 
6^Hed« And reason good< If he was of the or- 
dinary class of readers^ he had either dev0r seen 
those remote districts at all^ or Ite had wander^ 
ed tbroűgh those desolate regiqüs in ttie course 
of a sommertour, eating had dintiers^ sleepla^ 
on trnekle beds^ stalhing from desolátion t0 
desolatíbOy and fully prepared to belíeve the 
strangestthiugs tbatcould be told him efa pedJ 
ple wild and extravagant enough to beat^taehed 
to seenery so extraordinary. But the sanie' wór- 
thy persony when placed in his own snug pan 
lour, and surroudded by aUthe eomforts of aiit 
Bnglisfaman's fire-side^ is liot half sd iddch dis- 
]MKBdd td bdlieve tteit his dwft ance^tors led a 
^évy dMf^Mnt^líffr from bkbself; that th&abat^ 
a* 
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tered iowWf whích oow forms a vi^ta Irma his 
Tvindow, once held a báron wbo would bave 
hung him up at his own door without a»y foria 
of trial; that the hinda^ hj whom hig^liUle pet-. 
&rni is maoaged, would bave a few centuries 
ago, been bÍ8slaves;aRd tbattbecompleteinflu- 
ence of feudal tyranny once e^tended over the 
Qeigbboaring;^illage, wbere tbe attorney is.qoW; 
a man of more importapce tbaa the lord of the 
Bianor. " ^ 

While I own tbe force of tbese objectíona, I 
must con&ss at the same time, that tbey do not 
appear to me to be altogetber insurmountable. 
The scantinei»sofmaterials is iudeedaformidá- 
ble difficulty; but no one knows better than Dr. 
Dryasdust, that to those deeply reád in antiqui* 
ty^ bints eoncerning the priváté life ofoor ances- 
tors liescattered tbrough our various bístorians> 
bearÍQg« indeed, a slender proportion tothe otb- 
er matters of whicb tbey treat, but still^ whea 
coUected togelber^ sufficient to tbrow eonsider* 
ble light upon the vieprivee of our forefatbers; 
indeed I am eonvinced tbat iiowever I myself 
might fail io the ensuing attempt,yet^ witb more 
labour in collectiiig, or more skíIÍ in using, the 
materiáls within their reacb^ illustrated as tbey 
have been by the laboursof Dr. Henry, of the 
laté Mr. Strutt, and above all, of Mr. Sharon 
Turuer, an abler hand would bave been success- 
ful; and therefore 1 protest^ beforeband, aptio^ 
any argument whicb may be founded in the 
failare of the present experiment. 

On the otber hand^ I bave already said^ tbat 
if any thing üke a true pietuite of old English 
manners could be drawii; I wottld truM to the 
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gofod natofe and goed sense of my eoiHitry- 
men fpr iosoring its favouraMe reception. 

Haviog thasreplied to tbebestof my powerlo 
the first class of our objections, or at leást having 
sbown my reaolution to overleap tbe bamera 
wbich your prudence has raiaed, I will be biief 
in notieing tbat whieb is more peculiar to my- 
self. It seemed to be your opioion, ihat tbe very 
office of an antiquary^ employed in grave^ and 
as tbe vulgar will sometime^ allege^ in minute 
and toilsome researcb, must be considered as in* 
capaeitating hím from suecessfuUy eompound* 
ing a tal§ of tbis sort. But permit me to say^ my 
dear doctor, tbat tbis objectton is ratber formai 
tban substantial. It is true^ tbat sacb slighter 
compositions migbt not suit theseverergeniosof 
our frieod Mr. Oldbuck. Tet Iloracé Walpole 
wrote a góbiin tale whicb has tbrilled many a 
bosom; and George Ellis could transfer all the 
j>layfal fascinatíon of a bomour^ as deligbtful 
asr it was uneommpn^ intő bis Abridgment of 
the Ancient Metrícal Romances. 
. Bq tbat; bowever I may have occasion to rue 
oiy present audacity, I bave at least tbe most 
respectable preeedents in my favour. 

Still tbe severer antiquary may tbink tbat, by 
tbös intermingling fiction witb truth^ I am pol- 
lutíog the weÜ of bistory witb modern inven- 
tions, and impreasing^opon tberisinggeneration 
falsé ideas of tbe age wbich I describe. I can 
not but in somé sense admit tbe force of tbis 
reasoningy wbich I yet hope to traverse by tbe 
fóUowiog considerations. 

It is true, tbat I neitber can, nor do pretend^ 
to tbe obseryation of complete aceQracy; evén in 
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" mattéra of oulwárd epstome^ lodéh }éJEit in tb«^ 
more importanrt poidts óf kngüag^ Mdmtttitidrsk' 
Bbt the same moti ve whieb p#eretit& lay writing 
thcf dialogiie of the-piece in Anglo^Baxeii or in* 
Noraián.Fr«nch^ and whic^ l'N^Qhibits ttty send- 
ing Torth to the^^publio this essáy príilted witb the 
types* of Caxton ot Wynken de Wörde> pre- 
ventg my attemptiiíg to confine myeelf williin^ 
. Jfce liniks öf thejperiod in wbieh íny gtoíy i« Iáid. 
lEt is necií^sary^ for^xeifeíng interest of any kibd^ 
tbat the sobject asramed sbotild be, as it werey 
trantlated iuto tbe manne]^ as well as tbe lán^ 
goagé of tbe age we live in^-^o fascination líasr 
eVer been attacbed to orientálYiterature^equá) to 
tkat prodüced by Mr. Galland's first translatioa 
of tbe Arabian Tales; in wbicb, retainingoti tlie 
otíe bafKl tlie splendour of eastern costume, and 
ofi the other, the wildneseí of eastern fiction^ he 
mixed theae witfi jast so much ordinary feeling 
and expresslon, as rendered them inieresting 
and intelligible, wjiile he abríd^d tbe long- 
winded narratives^curtailed the inonotonous re*, 
fleetions, and rejected tbe endlesd repetitions of 
tlie Arabian 'originál. The tales, therefore^ 
tbougtiless purely orientál tbanintbeirfirs^con- 
cioctión^ were eniinently better fitted ferthe Ea- 
ropean markét, and obtained an unriralled de^ 
gree of (isblic fávour^ which tbey certainly wouki 
üBver ba?egainéd bad nnt the manners aQd . 
style been in somé degree famitiarized to tbe 
feelings and habhs of tlie western readér. 
In pöint of ^i^tice^ tberéftfre, to the mttUitode^ 
. who will, I trust, devonr this beok witb avi« 
dity , I bave sa far explained oar ancient mfni- 
liérs in mpdem langaage^ and m far detailed 
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ihe cliaracters and sentiments of my persons^ 
that the modern reader will not find himself, I 
shoold hope, jsmch trammélled by the repulsive 
drjDesd of mere antiqaity. In this^ l respect- 
fully contend, I have in no respect exceeded 
the falt licence due to the anthor of a fictitious 
compo^itiöB. The láte ingenioas MV. Strutl, 
in faid Tofiíance of Qúéen-Hoo-Hall, acted apón 
another prineiple, and in distinguishing be-, 
tween wfaát was aneient and modern^ forgót, as 
it appears to me, that extensive neutral groand^ 
the propoftion, ihat is, of manners aqd senti. 
ments which áre common to us and to onr an« 
cestors, whtch have been handed down unalter- 
ed from them to as, or which, arisiogoutof the 
principles of oar common nature, must have 
existed aliké in either state of society. Tn this 
manner, amanof talent, andof greatantiqaatian 
erudition, limited the popalarity of his work, by 
excludiúg from it évery thing which was not 
safficiently obsolete to be altögether forgottén . 
and ünintellígible. 

Tbe liceiíse which I would here vindicate, 
ie so necessary to the execution of my plán, 
that I wíil erave you:r patience while I illas- 
trate my argomént a little farther. 

He who flrst opens Chaacer, or any otber án- 
cient poet, is so much strnck witb the o1)solete 
spellin^ multiplied cousonants, and antiquated 
appeAra.nce of the langnage, that he is apt to lay 
tbe work dqwn indespair, asencrustedtoo deep 
t^ith the rost of antiquity, to permit his judging of 
its meríts oriasting its beaaties. Bat if somé in- 
telligent friend pointsoat to him that the diflBcul- 
ties by which he is startled are more in appear^ 
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ance than reality, if by readin^ aloqd to him, or 
by reduciDg the ordinary words to the modem 
orthograpby, be satidies bÍ8 prosely lé ihat only 
about oDe-tenth [>art of the words employed are 
in fact obi^olete^ the novice may be easily per* 
suaded to approach the ^<well of BoffUBbuDdefil^ 
ed/^ with'lbe eertaioty tbfif a alender d0gree of 
patienee wOl eoable him 4o enjoy hoth (he ha- 
moar and the pathos ^Ub wbíeh old Oeoffrey 
' delighted the age of Greasey aríd of Poictiers. 

To pursue thÍ8 a little farther, if our neopbyte^ 
atroBg in the iiew*boTa lave of antiqoity^ were 
to undertakoxto imitate what he had learat to 
admire^ it most ht allowed he would act very 
injudicioiisly, if beiveroto selectfrom the Glos« 
sary the obsolete worda wbíeh it cootaiMi and 
employ tho9e exclusively ofalt others. Tbis was 
the error of the mifortiiDate CShatterton. . In or- 
der to give his langoage the app^ara^ce of hn^ 
tiqoity, herejeeted etrery wordthat was modern^ 
and produced a dialeet entirely different from 
any tbat had ever been spoken in Oreat Britian. 
He wbowoiild imitate the aQrieotlangoagewith 
succees, will atiend rather to itis gcammatical 
cbaracter^ tara of expcession, and mode of ar- 
rangement, than labpur to coUect extraordioary 
and áütiquateci terms, wbich, aslbave already 
áverred) do not in ancient autbors approach tfaio 
number of words still in use, tlioueb perhaps 
sontewhat altered in sense and spelUng^ ia the 
proportion of one to ten. 

What I bave applied tolangaage^ is stillmprc^ 
jostly applicable to sentimentd^ and mann^rs* 
The passions^ the sonrces from which t\m^ 
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iqpst springíu alI tJmr modificatioos^ are ^en^ 
emlljr the saine in all raoks and ccmdilioBs, all 
ccHmtdefi and agts; aod it foUowa, as a laatterof 
eoime^ tbat^the optpioas, habHfl of thinkiog^and 
^eticms^ however inÁueiieed by the pecaliar atate 
ef sockly, most atill, upoo Ike wbole, bear a 
atrong re8embl<iiice to each olher. Oor aocea- 
tors were do more distinet from as, aiirely^ tháa 
Jewa areflromOliriatiana; tbay had ^^eyes, banda^ 
orgaQ«.diiiiensíoiia,aenaea; affections, passiona;^' 
we?e^ed witíithesame fbod, hartwUh tbe saqie 
weapoBs, aobjfiiA to tbé saiiie diseaaes,. warmed 
and Gooled by tbe same winterand aommar'^ aa 
OHvsalvea* Tbe tenonr^ tberefore, of their affec- 
tions and feelings^ must have bome tbe aamp 
genepaLpit^yortioH taonrown. 

It follo^s, therefere^ that of tbe materiala 
whieh be haato usein rofaanoe^orfictitíoiieeoiii- 
jiosUiony snob as I have yentur^d to attempt, the 
autbor will flnd that fi peat proportioo, bQth of 
laogiiage and manoars^ are aapPOj^r tn the pre- 
aeait tíme m to thóse in which he haa laid hia 
tíme of aetion. The freedoni ^chbioe whíeb tbia 
allows him^'ia tfaerefcire mueh graaier, ^ad the 
difficolty of bis4a8k inach mofe diii^ínisbed, than 
a( irst appears. To take an^ illuslraion from a 
akter art, tbo antiqaarian detiiils may be aaid to 
représent the pééuUár featore^ of a landacap^ 
under delintötion df tbe paneiL HÍ3 feudid 
töwer must arise in due majeéty; tbe iguraa 
vrbich iie introdoees must have thecostame and-^ 
(Dharacter of Iheir age; the pieee must represent 
' tbe pecutiar feaiures of tbe scene wbieh he haa 
chosen for bis sobject, with all his appropriatp 
elevation of rock^ or preeipitate deacent of ^ata- 
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ract. His generál coburiag^ too^ must he topu 
edfrom Nature: The sky mustbecloudedoir w* 
rene^ according to the cUmate^ and the genecal 
tints must be those which prevail in a natural 
landscape. So far tbepainleris boand down by 
the roles of his art, to a precise imitation of the 
featqres of Nature; but it is not required that he 
shoold descend to copy all her more minute fea- 
tures^ or represent with absolute exactnesSi 
fhe veryherbsyflowers, and trees, with which the 
spot is decorated. These, as well as all tiie most 
minute points of ligbt and shadow^ are al^ 
tributes proper to seenery in generál, natural to 
each sitoation, and subject to tho: artist^s dis* 
posal, as his taste or pleasure may dictate. 

It is tl*ue; that tbb licence is conflned in eit^e? 
case within légitimate bounds. The painter 
must introduce no ornament iuconsistent with 
the jclimate (»rtx)untry of his landscape; he must 
not plánt cypress trees upon Inch-Mervin, or 
Sroitish firs among the ruins pf Persepolis; and 
the author lies un&r a corresponding restraint. 
However far he may venture in a morefull de- 
tail of passions and feelings, than is to be foujad 
in the ancient compositions which he imitates, he 
mustiutroduce nothiog inconsistentwith the man»» 
ners of theage; bisknights,8quires,grooms,and 
yeomen, may be more fuUy drawn than iu the 
hard dry delineations oi an ancient illumipated 
manuscript, bnt the character andcostume of the 
-age must remaininviolate: they must be thesame 
flgures, drawn by a better pencil, or, to speak 
more modestly, executéd in an age when the 
pinciples ofart w«3re better understood. Uislan. 
guage mdst notbeexclusivelyobsoleteaűdunin- 
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telügible; bnt be shcmtd adnrit, if posaible, no 
Word m turn of pbraseology betraying aB origíti 
áucc% modern. Itisonethíngtomakenseof tbe 
language and sentíments which are commoii 
to oomelves and oar forefatbers, and k is an- 
other to nrvest them with tfae sentímenis and 
dblec^t exclustvely proper to tbeir deacendants. 

Tfais, my dearfriend, I haTe fonnd tbe most 
difflcnltpart of my tasfe; and^ to speak frankly^ 
I hanlly expecttosatkfy'yQarless partíaljudg- 
inent,and moreextensive knowledge of such snb- 
jecte, sineelhave hardly been able to pleasemy 
cíwn. 

1 am eoiíscions ihat I shatl be fonnd fiítHl more 
faulty in the tone of keeping and cosíume, by 
those who may l>e diöposed rigidly to exaroine 
my Tale, *i itb reference to the manners of the ex- 
act period in which my actorsfloarished: It may 
be, that I have introduced little which can posi- 
tively be termed modern; but^on theotber handr 
if isexf remety pröbable that I may haveconfusexl 
the manners'oftwaor three centuries, and intro- 
düced, during tbe reign of Richárd the Second^ 
circumstances appropriatéd to a period either 
eonsidembty eariier, or a good deal later thaa 
thatera. Itis rnycomfort^thaterrorsof thískind 
will escape the generál cass of readers^^nd that 
X may sharein theill-deserved applause of those 
architects, who, in their modern Gothio, do not 
hesitaté to introdüce, without role or method^ or- 
naments proper to different sty les and to different 
periods of the art. Those whose extensive re- 
searobes bave gíven them the means of jadgíng 
niybackslydings with more severity, will próba* 
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bly be lenient in proportioii tó their knowleilgé of 
thediflk:alty of my task. My hones^nd neglected 
frietid liigulphos, basfuiriiifibed mewitb inanya 
Taluablebiat^battbe ligbtaffbrded by tbe Monk 
of Croydon^ andOeoffrey de Viasauff, is dimmed 
by suchaconglomeratioii of unioterestingaDd un- 
iti tel iigible matter, that wé gladly fly for relief 
to tbe deligbtfel pages of tbe gallant Froissárt^ 
altbougb he flourisbed at a period so mucb more 
remote fromthe date of my bistory. If, tberefbre, 
my dear friend^ yon bave generosity enougli to 
' pardon tbe presumptuousatteinpttoframeforrny* 
self a minstrel coronet, partly one of tbe pearte 
of pure antiquity^ and pártly from tbe Bristol 
stones and paste^ witb whicb I bave endea* 
voured to imitate tbem, I am convineed your 
opinion of tbe difBculty of tbe taak will recoa* 
cileyou totheimperfectmannefr of its execution, 
Of my materials 1 have but little to say : They 
may be cbiefly found in tbe singuhtr Anglo- 
Norman MS.,whicb Sir Artbur Wardonr p^e- 
serves withsucb jealous care in tbe tWrd draw- 
er of bis oaken cabinet, scarcely allowing any 
one to toueb it, and being hims^elf not able to 
reád one syltable of its conlents. 1 should never 
bave got bis consent, on my visit to Bcotland^ to 
reád in tbese precious pages for sp many bours^ 
had I not promised to designate it by somé em» 
pbátic mode of printing, a» 

givingittberefore, an individuality asimportant 
as tbeBannatyneMS., tbe AucbinleckMS.^and 
any otber monument of tbe patience of a Gotbtc 
scriveneí. I bave sent, for your priváté coni^^ 
deration^ a list of tbe contents of tbis Qurious 
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pieee, wbkb Ishall perbaps subjoin^ witb yoor 
approbatioD; to tfae second volume of my Tale, 
ifi case the printer^a devtl should become impa- 
tient for copy, when tbe wbole of my narrative 
faks been imposed. 

Adieu^'my dear fríend; I bavesaid enou^b to 
explaio, if not to vindicaCe, tbe attempt wbich I 
bave niade^ aud wbicb, in spite of yoiir doubts^ 
mnd my own incapacity^ I am stiil willin^ to be- 
lieve ha6 tíot been altogetber niade in vain. 
• I bope yoii are now well recovered from your 
dpringfit of the gout^ and sball be happy if the 
advice of yöur léarned pbysician should recom-* 
mend a toor io these parts: Several eoriositiea 
bave been laiely dag up near tbe wall^ as wellas- 
at the ancient station of Uabitancuoi« Talkine 
of the latter, Isupposeyou bavelongsince heari 
thenewfi, that ásulky churlish boorbasdestroyed 
the ancient statue, or ratberbas-relief^popularly 
called Robin of Redesdale. It seems Robinké 
fané attracted more visitants tbán was consist- 
ent ívith tbe growtb of tbe heatfaer, upon a moor 
worth a shilling an acre. Reverend asyouwrite 
yoprs^e]if« be revengefiil for once^ and pray witb 
me tliat be may he visited witb sucb a fit of th« 
stone, as if be had all the f ragments of poorRo* 
bin in thaf region of his viscera where the dis- 
ease hold its seat. Teli this not in Gatb^ lest the 
8cots rejoice tbat they haveatlengtbfonnd a pa- 
rallel instance among their neighbours^ to tbat 
barbarous deed whicb demolished Arthur^s öven. 
Btitthere is no end to lanieutation^ wben wé bé- 
táké ourselves to sucb subjects. My respectful 
eompliments attend Miss Uryasdust; I endea- 
voured to matcb tbe spectacles agreeable to ber 
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cominíssinn, duriníg my late joaraey to LondoD, 
ftud hope she has received them safé^ ftnd fmxkd. 
tbrm satisfaetory. 1 seud tbis by tbe blínd car- 
rier,. so thai prohably H raay be somé time apón. 
its journey.* The last news whicb 1 híear from 
Ediobur^iis, thaitbe^entlemaii wbofills Iheait- 
uatioo of Seeretaiy to tfaé Antiquariati So^áety^ ia 
tbe best amateardraíIsmaniiitbatkiagdoiDyawl 
that moeh i» expected from bis skill and zeal m 
deUneatingtliosespeciniens of natioDal aotiquUyy 
wbkh are eUheriHoctldering ander tbe $low toQcli 
of time, or swept away by uioderatasté^ withthe 
same besom of destructido whicb Jöho Kdox 
ttsed at tbe Reformatioiu Onee mere adiesi; vaig 
tandem^ nonimmemar meu Believe nte to be^ 

Revereod, and very déar tíir/ 
. Your most faitbful bfii!nble.serva.at^ 

Laurekcs Templeton. - 

Toppiir&wo-LP, VEAU Ggbemqxt, 
CdmbjsuUlnd Nov. 17) 18ir. 
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*ThÍ8 anticípation proved but too triM; as my learned correi^on-*. 
dent did not receive my letter ujitil a twelvemonth altér k waa 
written. I^nientíon this circumstance^ that a gentleman attacbed to 
the cause oflearning, who now holds the principal control of the 
poát-cyfHce may eonskler whether by somé mitigation of the pre^etit 
crót^mous cateBjSome favour might not be shown to thtf correspon^ 
dQQts of the principal Literary and Antiquarian Societle^ l under- 
stand, indeedy tbat this experimentwasoncetríed, buttbat the mail 
coach having broke down under the weight of packagesaddressed 
to members of the Antiqnarian Society, it wasrelinquished asa haz- 
ardouaesperiment. Surely« however, it woald be poanble to builci 
thes^ vebicles in a form more substantUli heavier ín the percbe 
and broader in the wheels, so aa-to support the weight of antiqua* 
rian learning; when if ibey should be foundto travel more slowly, 
they would be not the less agreeable to quiet travellers liké rnyself. 
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CHAPTER I. 

• 

Ttras cotnnuun'dtbese; while to their low\y dome, 
The fiilUfed swine retumed with e^ening hooie; 
Com^elled, reluctant, to the several sties, 
With din obstreperous, and ungrateful cries. 

Popb's Odyney. 

In that pleasant dístrict of merry England which 
í& watered by the river Don, there extcnded in an- 
cienttinaes ^ large í'orest, covering the greater part 
fo the beautiful hills and valleys whích lie betwcen 
Sheffield and the pleasant town of Doncáster. The 

. remains of this extensive wood are stiil to be seen at 
the noble seats of Wentworth, ofWárncliíre Park, 
and around Rotherham* Here haunted of yore the 
fabulousDragon of Wantley; here were fought many 
ctf the most desperate battles during the civil wars of 
the Roses; and here alsó fiourished iu anclent times 
those bandssof gallant outlaws, whose deeds have 
been rendered so popular in English song. 

Such being aur chief scene, the date of our story 
xefers to a period towards the cnd of the reign of 
Richárd L, when his retum from his lon^ captivity 
had become an event rather wisl\pd than hoped for 
by his despairing subjects, who were in the ntean- 
time subjected to every species of subordiftate op- 

. pression. The nobles, whose power had become ex- 

*3 
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orbitant during the reign of Stephen, and whom the 
prudence of Henry the Second had scarce reduced 
iQto somé degree of subjugaúon to the crown, had 
now resumed their ancíent Itcense ín its utmost ex- 
tent; despising the feeble interferepce of the English 
Council of State, fortit'y ing their castles, increasing 
the number of their dependents, reducing all round 
thei)9 to a State of vasaaltüge^ and striving by every 
means in their power, to place themselves each at the 
head of such forces as might enable him to make a 
íigure in the nationa] convulsions which appeared to 
be impendíng. 

The sitiiation of the inferior gentry, or Franklins, 
as they were caljed, who, by the law and spirit of tbc 
English constitution, were entitled to hold themsel\*ts 
indcpendent of feudal tyranny, became now unusüT. 
ally prccarions. If, as was most generally the casc, 
\hey placed themselves under tbc protection of any 
of the petty kingsin their vicinity,accepted of feudal 
oíiices in his househoId,or bound theroselves,by mu- 
tual treaties of alliance and protection, to support 
him in his enterprises, they might indced purchase 
temporary repose; but it must be with the sacrifice 
of that independence which was so dear to every 
English bosom, and at the certain hazárd of being 
involvcd as a party in whatever rash^xpedition the 
ámbition of their protector might lead him to under- 
take. On the other hand, sueh and so multiplied 
were the means of vexaiionandoppression possessed 
by the gfeat Barojis, thatihey never wanted the prc- 
text, and seldom the will, to harass and pursue, evea 
to the very edge of destruction, any of their less 
powerful neighbours, who attempted to separate them- 
selves fpom their authority/and to trust tor their pro. 
tection, during the dangers of the times, tö their own 
inoíTensive cbnduct^ and to the laws of the land. 

A circumstance which- greatiy tended to enhance 
the tyranny of the nobility, aöd the sufferings of the 
inferior classea, arose from the consequences of the 
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conquest hy Duke WíUiam of Normandy. Four ge-» 
nerati<»is had not sufficed to blend the hostíle blood 
of the Normans and Anglo-Saxons, or to unité, by a 
common language dnd mütual interests, two hostUe 
races^ one of which stiU felt the elation of tríumph, 
while the other groaned under all the consequencea 
^f defeat. The power had been completely placed in 
the hands of the Norman nobility, by the event of 
the batde of fiastings, and it had been used, as our. 
bistoríes assure us, with no moderate hand. The 
whoíe race of Saxon prínces and nobles had bren ex- 
tirpated or disinheritcd, with fcw or no exceptions; 
nor were the numbers great who possessed land in 
the countryofthiir fathers, evén as proprtetors of the 
second, or of yet inieríor dasses. The royal policy 
had long be%n to weaken, by everv means, legal or 
illega), the strength of a part of the population which 
was justly considered as nouríshing the most in ve* 
terate antipathy to their victors. Ali the monarchs <^ 
the Norman race had shown the most marked pre- 
dílcction for their Norman subjects; the laws of the 
chase^ and many others, equaUy unknown to the mild- 
er and more free spirit of the Saxon constitution, had 
been fixed upon the necks of the sobjugated iohabi- 
tants, to add weíght, as it were, to the feudal chains 
ívith which they were loaded. At court, and in the 
castles of the great nobles, where the poihp and scate 
ofacourtwas emulated, Norman French was the 
ooly language ero|^yed; in courts^of law, the plead- 
ings and judgmeuts were delivered in the same 
tongue. In short French was the language of ho« 
nour, of chivalry, and evén of justice, whIle the far 
more manly and expressive Anglo-Saxon was aban- 
doned to the use óf rsistics and hinds, who knew no 
other. Still, however, the necessary intercourse b©. 
tween the lords of the soil, and -those inferior beinga 
by whom the soil was cultivated, occatsioned the gra- 
dual formation of a dialect, compoimded betwixt the 
French.and the Anglo^Saxon, in which they couki 
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render themselves mutually intelligible to each other; 
and írom this necessíty arose by degrees the structure 
of our present English language, in whích the speech 
of the victors and* the vanquished havc been so hap- 
pily blended together; and which has sínce been so 
richly improved by iniportations from the classical 
languages, and from those spoken by the southern na« 
tionsof Europe. , 

This State of Ihings I have thought it necessary to 
premise -^or the inforniation of the generál reader, 
who might be apt to forget that, althpagh no great 
histotical events, süch as w^r or in&urrection, mark 
theexistence of the Angio-Saxons as a separate peo- 
ple subsequcnt to the reign of William the Second; 
yet' the great natiónal distinctions befwixt them and 
their cónquérors, thl recollection of what they had 
formerly been, and to what they Were now reduged, 
continued, down to the reign of Edwárd the Third, to 
keep open the wounds which the Conquest had inflict- 
ed, and to maintain a Hne of separation betwixt the 
desendants of the victór Normans and the vancjuish- 
ed Saxons. 

The sun was setting upon onc of the rieh grassy 
glades of the forest, .which we have mentioned in the 
beginning of the chapisr. Hundreds of broad short^ 
stemmed oaks, which had witnessed perhaps thé 
sfately rharch of the Román soldiery, flung their 
broad gnarled arms over a thick carpet of the most 
delicions green dward; in somé places they were in- 
^termingled with beeches, hollies, and copsewpod of 
various descriptions, so closely as totally to inter- 
cept the levél beams of the sinkiog sun;- in others 
they receded from éach other, forming those long 
sweeping vistas, ii\ the intricacy öf which the eye de- 
líghts to loseitself, whtle imaígination considers them 
as the paths to yet wilder scenes of sylvan solitude« 
Here the red rays of the sun shot a broken and dis«f 
coloured light, that partially hungupon the ahattered 
boughs and mossy trunks of the trees, and there 
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/thcy iUuminate4Jn brilliant patchcs the portions of 
turf to which theymade th€Ír way. A considerable 
ap»en space in tbc midst of tbis glade, seemed for^ 
merly to bave betn dedicated to the rítes of Druidi-t 
cal áüpeFstiiion; for; on the summit of a híllock, so 
regular as to seem artihcial^ tbcre still remained part 
of a circle of roagh unhewn stones, of large diaién* 
sicQSt Se ven stood upright: the rest had beeu dia- 
lodged from their places, probably by the zeal of somé 
convert to Christianity, and lay^ somé prostrate near 
^heir former site, and others on the side of the hilU 
One large 9tone only h^d found its way to the bottom; 
and in ^topping the course of a smail brook, \vhich 
glided^moothly round the foot of the eoiinence^gavei 
by its opposítion, a feeble voice of murmur to the 
piacid sa{d elsewhere silent streamlet. 

The humán fi^ures which completed this landscape, 
w^e in numbeX' two, partaking in their dress and 
appearance, of that wild and ru5iic character which 
l^elonged to the woodlands of the West Riding of 
Yorkshirc at this early period. The cldest of tbese 
me& had a stern, savage, and wiki aspect.' His gar- 
ment was of the simplest fórra imaginable, being a 
close jacket with sleeves, composed of the tanned 
skin oí somé animaU on which the bair had been orí- 
ginaily left, but which had been worn öíF in so many 
places, that it wuald have been difficult to distinguish 
fjTom the pntches that remained, to what creature the 
fur had belonged* Tbis primeval vestment reached 
from the thróat to the knees« and served at once all 
the usual purposes of body-clothxng; thtre was no 
wider opening at the collar^ than was necessary to ad* 
mit the passage of the bead, from which it may be 
inferred, that it was put ^n by slipping it over the 
head and shoulder&,ia the manntr of a modern shirt, 
or anctcnt hauberk. Satjtdals, bound with thonga 
made' of boars' hídé, protectcd the feet^ and a sort of 
roU of thin leather was twined artificially round tbc 
legs, and, asccnding above the calf, left the knees 
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bare, liké thoseof a Scotttsh Highlander. To make 
the jacket 6Ít yec more clpse to the body^ it was ga- 
thered at the míddle by a broad leathern beit, secured 
by a brass biickle: to one sídé of which was attached 
a sort of script, and to the other a ram's hom, accou- 
tred with a mouth-piece, for the purpose of blowing. 
In the same btlt was stuck one of ' those long, broaa, 
sharp-pointed, and two-edged knives, with a buck's- 
hom handlé, which were fabricated ín the neighbour- 
hood, and boré evenat this early period the nameof 
a Sheffield whittle. The man had^no covering upon 
his head, which was only d^fónded by his own thick 
hair, matted and twist(^d together, and scorched by 
the infiuence of the sun intő a rusty dafk red colour, 
forming a contrast with the overgrown beard upon 
his cheeks, which was rather of a yellow or amber 
hue, One part of his dress only remains, but it is , 
too remarkable to be suppressed; it was a brass ring,' 
resembling a dog's collar, but without any opening, 
and soldered fást round his necls, so loose as to form 
no impediment to his breathing, yet so tight as tőbe 
incapable of being removed^ exceptingby the use of 
the filé. On this singular görget was engraved in 
Saxon characters, an inscription of thé followtng 
purport: — " Gurth, the sonof Beowulph, is the born 
thrall of Cedric of Rotherwood." 

Beside this swine-herd, for sqch was Gurth's oc- 
cupatioh, was seated, upon one of the fallen Druidi- 
cal monuments, a person who looked ten years yóun- 
ger in appearante, and whose dress, though resem- 
bling his companion's in form, was of better mate- 
rials, and of a more fantastic appearance. His jacket 
Had been stsKned of a bright purple hue, upon which 
there had been somé attempt to paint grotesque orna- 
ments in diíFerent colours. To the jacket he added 
a shortcloak, which scarcely reached half-way down 
his thigh; it was of crimson cloth, though a good 
deal soiled, lined with bright yellow; and as he could 
transfer it írom on^ shoulder to the other, or at his 
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pleasure draw it all aroond him, ite width, contrasN 
ed with its want of longitude, förmed a fantastic 
piece of drapery. I^e hzé tbin silver bracelets upoa 
his armSf and on his neck a collar of the same metál, 
bearing the inscription, " Wamba,- tbc son of Witlcss, 
SS the thrall of Cedricof Rotherwood." This per- 
sonage had the same sort of sandals with his compa- 
nioy, but instead of the roll of leather thong, his legs 
were cased in a sort of gaiters, of which one Was red 
and the oth^er yellpw. He was provided alsó with a 
cap, having aroqnd it more than one bell, about the 
size of those attached to hawks, wbicíi jingled as he 
tumed his head, to one side or other, and as be seldom 
remaincd a minute in the same posture, the sound 
might be considered as incessant. Around the edge 
of this cap was a stiflF bandeau of leather, cut at the 
tqp intő ppen work^ resembling a coronet, while a 
prolonged bag arose from within it, and feli down 911 
one shoulder üke. an old fashioned night-cap, or a 
jelly-bag, or the head-gear of a modem hussan It 
was to this part of the cap that the bells were attach- 
ed ;.which cireumstance, as well as the shape of his 
head-dress, and his own half-^crazed, hali-cunning 
expression of countenance, sufGciently pointed him 
out as belonging to the race o{ domestic clowns or 
jesters, maintained intthe houses of the weahhy, to 
help away the t^dium of those Ungéring hours which 
tjiey were obliged to spend within doors. He őbre, 
liké his companipn, a scrip, attached to his beit, but 
' had neíther horn nor knife, being probably considered 
as belonging to a class wham it is eBteeme4\dangerous 
to entrust with e^ge-tools. In place of these, he was 
©quipped with a swofd of lath, resembling. th$it with 
which Harlequinoperates his woiiders upon the mo- 
dem stage. 

.Theoatward appearance of these two men förmed 
scarce a stronger contrast than their diíFerent look 
and demeanour^Tbat pf the serf, or bondsraan, was 
sad and sulién; his aspect was. bent od the ground 
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wtth ui appearance of deep dejection, ívtiícb mígbt 
be almost construed inte apathy, had not the fire 
wbich occasionaUy sparkled ín his red eve manífested 
tbat there slumhered under the appearance oí sulién 
despondeocy a sensc of oppressíon, any a dieposition^ 
to resístance. The looks of Wamba, on the Qther 
hand, índícated, as usual with his duss, a sort of va- 
cant curíosity, and fidgítty impatience of any posture 
of repose, together with the utmost Belfsatísfactíoii 
respecting his own sítuatíon, and the appearance which 
he made, The díaloguc which ihey maintain^d bc- 
tween them, was carríed oirin Anglo-Saxon, which, as 
we said before, was universally spoken by the infertor 
classes, exceptíng the ]^iíorman soldiers, and the im- 
mediate personal dependants of the great feudal no- 
bles. But to gíve their conversation in the originál 
would convey but little itifortnation to the modem 
reader, for wjiose benefít we beg to offer the following 
translation. 

" The curse of St. Withold upon these infemal 
porkers," said the swine-hcrd, aftcr blowing hishorn 
obstreperously, to collect together the scattered herd 
<]f swíne, which answeríng his call with notes equal* 
ly tnelodious, made, however, no haste to rentiovc 
themselvcs fronn the luxuriousbanquetofbeech -mást 
and acorns on which they had fattened, or toforsake 
the marshy banks of the rivulet, where sev<^al of 
them, half plunged in mud, lay stretched at their 
ease, altogether regardless of the voice of their 
ke^per. ** The curse of St» Withold upon them and 
upon me/' said Gurth; '^ if the t wo legged wolf stiap 
not up somé of them ere nightfall, I am no true man. 
— Here, Fangs, Fangc!" he ejáculatcd at the top of 
his voice to a ru^ged wolfish-looking dog, a sort of 
larcher, half mastiff, half grayhound, which ran limp* 
ing about, as if with a purpose of seconding his mas- 
ter in coUecting the refractory grunters; but which, 
in fact, from misapprehenftion of the swine-herd's 
signab, ignorance c^ his ow» duty or snalice pre- 
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pense only drove them hither and thither, and in* 
creased the evil which he seenaed ta design to re* 
inedy« ^^ A devil draw the teeth of him/' said Guith, 
*^ and the mother of mischief confoiuid the ranger of 
the forest that cuts the foreclaws oíF our dogs, and 
tnakes them unfit for their trade! — Wamba, up and 
help me an' thou bee'sta inan; take a turn round the 
back o' the hill to gainthe wind on them; and when 
tiiou'st goc the weather-gage, thoumay'st drívethem 
before thee as gently as so many ranocent laxnbs.'' 

**'Tmly/* said Wamba, without stirring from the 
spot^ ^^ I bave consalted my legs upon thÍB niatter, 
and they are altogether of opinion, that to carry my 
gay garments through these sloughs, would be an act 
of unfriendship to my sovereign person and royal 
warerobei wherefoFe Gurth, I advise thee to^call 
ofF Fangs, and leave the faerd to their destiny^ which, 
whethcr they meet with bands of travelling soldiers, 
or of outiaws, or of wandering pügrims, can be little 
else thati to be converted intő Normans before mom* 
ing, to thy no small eas^ and comfort." 

** The swine tumed Normans intő my comfort!** 
qüoth Gurth^ " expound that to mc, Wamba, for mf 
brain is too duil, and my mind to vexed, to reád 
riddles." 

" Why, how call yoii these grunting brutes running 
about on their four legs?" demanded Wamba. ' 

'* Swine, fool, swifte,'* said the herd, every fool 
knows that." 

" And awine is good Saxon," said the jester, ** but 
how caUyouthe sow whén she is flayed, and drawn, 
and quarteiéd, and hung up by the heels, liké a trai- 
tor?'' 

** Pork," answered the swine-herd; 

" I am very glad every fool knows that too," said 
Wamba, ^^ and pork, I thmk, is good Norman French; 
and so when the brute lives, and is in the charge of a 
Saxon slaye, she goesby her Saxon name; but be^ 
comes a Normsm, and is catled pork, when she is' 
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carried to the Castle-hálLto feast among the nobles; 
what do'st thou think of this, friend Gurth, ha?" 

*^ It is but -too true doctrine, friend Wamba, how- 
ever it got iato thy fool's pate." 

**' Nay, I can teli you more," said Wamba, in tbe 
same tone; ^*'there is old Alderman Ox contimie« 
to hold his Saxon ^epithet, while he is under the 
charge of serfs and bondsmen such as thou, but be« 
comes Beef, a fiery French gallant, when he arti ves 
before the worshipful jaws that are destined.to con<* 
sume him. Mynneer Calve, too, becomes M onsieur 
de Veau in the liké manner; he is Saxon when he 
requires tendanee, and takes a Norman name whea 
he becomes matter of enjoyment." 

** By S%. Dunstan," answered Gürth, ** thou spcak- 
e&t but said truths; litde is left to us but the air we 
breáthe, and that appears to havebeen reserved with 
müch hesitation, clearly for tbe purpose of enabling 
U8 to'endure the tasks they lay upon our shoulders. 
The finest and the fattest is for their board; the 
loveliest is for their couch; the best and bravest 
supply their foreign masters with soldiers, and whtten 
distamt lands with their bones, leaving few here who 
ha ve either will or power to protect the unfortunate 
Saxon, God's blcssingon our master Cedric, he hath 
done the work of s^ man in standing in the gap; but 
Reginald Front-de-Boeuf is comingdown to this gouq- 
tíy in person^and we shallsoonsee how little Cedricfs 
trouble will avail him. — Here, here," he exclaimed 
liigain, raising his voice, ^^ So ho! so ho! well done, 
Fangs! thou hast them all before thee now, ánd 
bring'st them on bravely, lad." 

** Gurth," said the jester, " I know thou thinkest 
me a fool, or thou would'st nöt be so rash in putting 
thy head imo my mouth. One word to Reginald 
Front-de-Boeuf, or Philip de Malvoisin, that thou 
hast spoken treasonagainst the Norman, and thou art 
but a cast-away swine-herd,— *thou would'st waver on 
one of these trees.as a terror to all evil speakera. 
against dignities." 
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<« Dog, thou would't not betray mc," said Gurth, 
^ after haying led me on to speak so much at disad* 
vantagcr' 

*^ Betray thee!" answered thc jcster: ** no, that 
were the tríck of a Mrise man; a fool can not half so 
well help himself — ^but softi whom have we henc?" 
he sáid, Ustening to the trampling of sevcral horses 
which became then audible. 

** Never mind whom," answered Gurth, who had 
now gót his herd before him, and, with the aid of 
Fangs, was drivíng them down one of the long dim 
vistas which we have endeavoured to describe* 

" Nay , but I must see the riders," answered Wam- 
ba; "perhaps they are comc from Fairy-land with a. 
messagefrom King Oberon." 

** A murrian take thee, rejoined the swine-herd; 
^^ wilt thou talk of such things, while a terrible storm 
of thimder andlightning is raging within a few miles 
of US? Hark, how the thunder rumbles! and íor 
siimmer rain, I never saw such btoad downright fiat 
drops fali out of the clouds; the oaks too, notwith- 
standing the calm weather, sob and creak with their 
great boughs as if announcing a tempest. Thou- 
ean'st play the rational if thou wilt; credit me for 
once, and let us home ere the storm begins to ragé, 
fbr the night will be fcarful." 

Wamba seemed tq feel the force of this appeal, 
and accompanied his companion, who hegan his jour* 
ney. after catching up a long quarter-staff which lay 
upon the grass beside him. This second Eumseus 
strode hastely down the forest glade, driving beiore 
him, with the assistance of Fangs, the whole head of 
his unharmonioasxharge. 
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A Monk tbere vn», a fayre far the maistrie, 
>An outrider that loved veneríe; 
A ihanly vatLti, to be an Abbot able, 
Full many a daintie horse had he in stable: 
And when he rode» men might bis brídle hear 
' Gingling in a whiatling wind as elear, 
Anci eke as loud^ as doth the chapell bell, 
Thereasthis lord vas keeper of the celi. 

Chavcsv, ' 

. NoT-wiTHSTANDiNG the occasíóBal exhortation 
and chiding of his companion,lhe nőise of the horse* 
men's feet conánued to appoach, Wambe could not 
be prevenied from Ungering occasionally on the road 
upon every prelence which occurred; now catching 
írom the nazel a clu&ter of haíf-ripe nuts, and now 
tuming his head tó leér after a coitage maidén who 
prossedtheir path. The hősemen, therefore, soon 
overtook them upon the road. 

Tfaeirnumbers amounted to ten men^ of whom thé 
two who rode foreqiost seerbed to be persons of con* 
siderable importance and the others thqir attend* 
ants. It was hot diíScuIt to ascertain the cc^dition 
and character of one of these persdnaees. He was 
obviously an ^cclesiastic of }^gh ránk; his dress was 
that of a Cisterciao Monk, but composed of mate* 
rials much finer than those which the rule of that 
order admitted. His mantle and hood were of the 
best Flanders cloth, and feli in ample and not un- 
graceful folds;around a handsome though somewhat 
cqrpulent person/ His countenancé boré as little the 
marks of self-denial, as hÍ9 habit indicated contempt 
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of worldly splcndoun Hís featurca might havc bceii 
called good, had there not lurked under the pent* 
house of his eve, that sly epicurean twinkle which 
indicates the cautious voluptuary. In other respectg, 
his profession and situation had taught hím a ready 
command over hís countenance, which he could con- 
tract at pleasure Into solemnlty, although its oatural 
expression was that of good-humoured social indul* 
gence. In defiance of conventual rules, and the 
edicts of pqpes and councils, the sléeves of this di^* 
nitary were lined and turaed up with rich furs, his 
mantle secured at the throat with a golden clasp, and 
the whole dress proper to his order as much refined 
upon and ornamented, as that of a quaker beauty of 
the present day, who while she retains the garb and 
costume of her sect, continues to give to its simpli- 
city, by the choice ofmaterials and the mode of dis- 
posing them, a certain air of coquettish attraction, 
savouring but too n^uch of the vanities of the world* 
This worthy churchman rode upon a well-fed 
ambling mule, who^e furniture was highly deco- 
rated, and whose brible, according to the fashion of 
the day, was ornáméVitcd M'ith silv^r bells. In hü 
, seat he had nothing of che awkwardness of the con- 
vént, but displayed the easy and habitual grace of a 
well-trained horseman* Indeed, it seemed that so 
humble a conveyance as a mule, in however good 
case, and however well brokcn to a pleasaot and ac- 
comraodating amble^, was oníy used by the gallant 
monk for travelling on the road. A lay brother, one 
of those who followed in the train, had, for his use 
upon other occasions, one of the most handsome 
Spanish jenné ts ever bred in Andalusia, which mer- 
chants used at that time to import, with great trou- 
ble and risk, for the use of persons of weahh and 
distínctiod. The saddle and housings of this superb 
palfrey vrere covered by a long foot-cloth, which 
reache4 nearlyto the ground, and on which were 
richly^mbroiáered mitrcs, crosscs, and other eccle- 
4* 
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aiastical emblems. Another lay brother led a sump- 
ter mule, loaded probably with his superior's bag- 
gage; and two monks of his own order, of inferíor 
station, rode together in the rear, laughing and con- 
versing with each other, without taking much notice 
of the other members of the cavalpade. 

The companion of the church dignitarjr, was a 
man pást forty, thin^ strong, tall, and muscular; an. 
a.thletic figure, which long iatigue and constant ex- 
ercise seemed to have left nőne of the softer part of 
the hunian form, h^ving reduced the whole to brawn, 
boneSf and sinews, which had sustained a thousand 
toils,and wcre ready to dare-a thousand more. His 
heád was covered with a scarlet cap, faced with fur, 
— of that kirid which the French call »ior/í^r, from 
its resemblance to the shape of an ínverted mortar. 
His countenance was therefore fuUy displayed, and 
its expression was calculated to impress a degree of 
awe^ if not of fear, upon strangers. High features, 
naturalty strong and powerfuUy expressive, had been 
burnt almost intő Negro blackness by constant expo- 
8ure to the tropical sun, and might, in their ordi- 
nary state, be said to slumber after the storm of 
passión had passed ,j^way; but the projection of the 
veins'of the forehcad, the readiness with which the 
upper lip and its thick black moustaches quiveced 
upon the slightest emotlon, plainly intimated that the 
tempest might be again and easily awakened. His 
keen, piercing., dark eyés, told in every glancé a his- 
tory of difficulties subdued, and dangers dared, and 
seemed to challenge opposition to his wishes, for the 
pleasure of sweeping it from his road hy a detcr- 
mined exertion of courage and of will; a de^p scar 
on his brow gave additional stemness to his counte- 
nance, and a sinister expression to one of his eyes^ 
which had been slightly mjured upon tbesame occa- 
sion, and of which the vision, thoueh perfect, was in 
a slight and partial degree distorted. 

The upper dress of tlús personage ^sembled that 
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of hts compatiiön in 8fasipe# being a long monastic 
naantle, but the colour bejng scarlet, showed that he 
did not belcmg to any of the four regular örders t>f 
inonks. On the right shoulder of the mantle there 
was cut, in white cloth, a crosa of a peculiar ionn* 
This upper robe concealed what atfirst view seemed 
rather mconsistent with its form, a shirt, pamely, of 
lit>ked maii, with sleeves and gloves of thfe same^ 
curiously plaited and interwoven, as flexible to the 
body as those which are now wrought in the stock- 
ing loom, and of less obdurate materials. The fore- 
part of his thighs, where^the folds of his mantle per- 
ui itted them to be seen, were alsó co vered with linked 
mail; the knees and feet were defended by splints, 
or thin plates of steel, ingeniously joined upon eacb 
other; and mail hőse rieaching from the ancle co the 
knee, eíFectually protected the legs, and completed 
the rider's defensi ve armour. In his girdle he wore 
a long and double-edged dagger, which was the only 
oiFensive weapon about his person. 

He rode not a mule, liké his cpmpanion, but a 
strong hackney for the road, to savé his gallant war- 
horse, which a squire led behind, fuUy accoutred for 
battley with a chamfrom or plaited hf ad-piece upon 
his head, having a short spike projecting from the 
front. On one side of the saddle hung a short battle- 
axe, richly inlaid with Damascene carving; on the 
other the rider's plumcd head-piece and hood c^ 
mail, with a long two handled sword, used by the 
chivalry of the period. A second squire hcld aloft 
his master's lance. from the extrémity of which flut* 
tered a small banaerole, or streamer, bearing a cross 
of the same form with that embroidercd upotf his 
cloak. He alsó carried his small triangular shield, 
broad enough at the top to pí-otect the breast, and 
írom thence diminishing to a point. It was covered 
-with a scarlet cloth, which prevented the de vice from 
being seen. 

Thcae two squires were followed by two atteád- 
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ants, whose dark visages,* wfaUe turbaos, and the 
orientál form of theír garments, showed them to be 
natives of sonae dÍ9tant eastern country. The whole 
appearance of this warrior and his retinue was wild 
and outiandísh; the dress of his squires was gor- 
geous, and his eastern attendants wore silver coUars 
round their throats, and bracelets of the same metál 
upon their swarthy legs and arnis, of which the for- 
mer were naked frora the clbow, and the latter from 
mid-legto ancle* Silk and embroiderv distinguished 
their dresses, and marked the wealth and impor- 
tance of their master; forming at the same time, a 
striking contrast with the martiai simplicity of his 
own attire* They were armed with crooked sabres, 
having the hilt and baldrick inlaid with gold^ and 
matched with Turkish daggers, of yet more costly 
workmanship. Each of them boré at his saddle-bow 
a bundle of darts or javelins, about four feet in 
length, having shárp steel heads, a weapon much in 
use among the Saracens, and of which the memory 
is yet preserved in the martiai exercisé called El Jet" 
ridy still practised in the eastern countries. 

The steeds of these attendants were in appearance 
as foreign as their riders; they were of Saracen oKw 
cin, and consequently of Arabian descent, and their 
fine slender limbs, small fetlocks, thin mancs and 
easy spríng\ motion, förmed a marked contrast with 
the large-jointed heavy horses, of which the race was 
culti vated in Fianders and in Normandy, formounc- 
ing the men-at-arms of the period in alí the panoply 
of plate and mail; and which, placed by the side of 
thdsé eastern coursers, might have passed for a per- 
soniflcation of substaüce and of shadow. 

The singular appearance of this cavalcade not only 
attracted the curiosity of Wamba, but excited evén 
that of his less volatile companion. The monk be 
instantly knew lo be the Prior of . Jorvaulx Abbey, 
well known for many miles round as a lover of the 
chase, of the banquet, and, if fame did him not wrong, 
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of other woridly pleasures still more mconsistent wiüi 
his monastic vows. 

Yet so loose were the- ideas of the times respcct- 
ing the conduct of the clergy, whether secular or 
regular, that the Pryor Aymer maintained a fair cha* 
racter in the neighbourhood of his abbey* His frce 
and jovial temper, and the readine&s with which he 
granted absolution from all ordinary delinquencies, 
rendered them a favourite among the nobility and 
j^incipal gentty, to several of whom he was allied 
by birth, being, of a distinguished Norman faroily. 
The ladies, in particular, were not disposed to scan 
tóo nicely the morals of a mán who was a prc^essed 
admirer of their sex, and who possessed many means 
oi dispelling the emjui which was too apt to intrude 
üpon the halls and bowersof anancientféudal castle. 
The Prior mingled in the sports of the field with 
more than due eagemess, and was allowed to possess 
ihe bést trained hawks, and the fleetest grayhounds 
ifk the North RiiUng; circumstances which stron^ly 
recommended him to the youthful gentry. With 
the old^ he had another part to play, which, when 
needful, he could sustain with great decorum. His 
knowledge of books, however superficial, was suffi^ 
cient to impress upón theír ignorance respect for>h1s 
supposed leamlng; and the, gravity of^ his dcport« 
ment and íanguage, with the high tone which he 
exerted in setting forth the authority of the church 
and of the priqsthood, impressed them no less with 
an opinion of his sanctity. Evén the common peo- 
ple, the severest critics of the cónduct of their bet- 
ters, had commiseration with the follies of Pryor Ay- 
mer. He was generous; and charity, as it is well 
known, covereth a mutitude of sins, in another sense 
than that in ,which. it is said to do so in scripture, 
The revenues of the monastcry, of which a large 
part was at his disposal,*while they gave him the 
means of supplying his own very consideiable ex- 
penses, aiforded alsó those largesses ivhich he be- 
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Btowed among the peasantry^ and with which he {re<- 
quently relieved the distresses of the oppressed. If 
Prior Aymer rode hard in the chase, remained long 
at the banquet,— If Prior Aymer was seen, at the?" 
early pcep of davvn, to enter the postem of the abbey, 
ás he glíded home from somé rendezvous which had 
occupied the hours of darkoess, men only shrugged 
up their shoulders, and reconciled themselves to his 
irregularities, by recollecting that the same werc 
practised by many of his brcthren who had no rcr 
deemíiíg qualitiés whatsoever tó atone for thetn* 
Prior Ayiner, therefore, and his character, were well 
known to our own Saxon serfs, who made their rude 
obeisance, and received his " benedicte mezJilZy^ in 
retum. 

But the singular appearance of his companion and 
his attendants, arrested their attention and excited 
their wondcr, and they could scarcely attend to the 
Prior öf Jorvaulx's questicm, when he demanded if 
they kne^v of any place öf harbourage in the viciníty; 
so much were they surprtséd at the half monastic, 
half military appearance of the swarthy stranger, and 
at the uncouth dréss and arnis of his eastern attend- 
ants* It is probable, too. that the language in which 
the benediction was conierred, and the information 
asked, sounded ungracious, though not probably un- 
intelligible, in the ears of the Saxon peasants* 

" I asked you, my children," said the Prior, rais- 
ing his voice^ and using the lingua Franca, or mixed 
language in which the Norman and Saxon races coii- 
versed with each other, if there be inthis neighbour- 
hood any good man, who, for the lőve of God, and 
devotion to mother Church, will give two of her 
humblest servants, with their train, a night's hospitál- 
ity and refreshment?" 

This he spoke with a tone of conscious importance, 
which förmed a strong contrast to the modest terms 
which he thöught ii proper to employ. 
V **Two of the humblest servants of Mother Church!" 
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repeated Wámba to himseif,—- but, fool as he wa$ 
taking care not tó make his observatíons audible; *^I 
should Hke to see h^r seneschals, her chief butlers, 
and her other principai domestics!" 

, After this internál commentary on the Príor't 
speech, he raised his eyes, and repUed to the question 
which had put. 

** If the reverend fathers," he said, ** loved good 
cheer and soft lodging, few miles of riding would 
carry.them to the priority bf Brinxwoi:(h, where their 
quality could not but secure them the most honour- 
able reception; or if they preferrcd spending a pení- 
tential evening, they might turn down yonder wild 
^ade, which would bríng them to the hermitage of 
Copmanhurst, where a pious anchoret would make 
theih shares for the nigbt of the shelter of his roof 
and benefit of his prayers," 

The prior shook his bead at both proposals. 

" Mine honest friend," said he, '* if the jangling 
of thy bells had not dizzied thine understanding, thou 
mig^t'st know Glericus clericum non decimat; that is_ 
to say, we churchmen do not exhaust each other's 
hospitality, but rather require that of the laity, giving 
them thus an opportiinity to sérve God in honouring 
and relieving his appointed servants." 

*' It is true," repHed Wamba, *^ ihat I, being but 
an ass, am nevertheless, honoured to bear the bells 
as well as your reverence's mule; notwithstandiog, I 
dldconceive that the chs^rity of Mother Church and 
her servants might be said, with other charity,to be- 
gin ^thome*" 

*' A truce to thine insolcnce, fcllow," said the arm- ^^ 
ed rider, breaking in on his prattle with a high and 
stem voice,^*and teU us, if thou can'st, the road.to— ^r - 
How caírd you your Franklin, Prior Aymer?'* ^ ' 

" Cedric," answered the Prior: ^' Cedric the Sax- 
on.-7-Tell me, good fellow, are we near his dwelling, 
and can you show u» the road.^" 

^^The road wiU be uneasy to find,'' answered Gurth, 



40 IVANHOS. 

who broke siience fof the first time, <* and the family 
©f Cedric rétire early to rest." 

** Tuáh, teli not me, fellow/' said the miíitary 
rider; " 'tis easy for them to arisc and supply th« 
wants bí travcUers such as we are, who will not stoop 
to beg the hospitality which we have a right to com- 
mand." 

*« I know not," said Gurth, suUénly, if I shonld 
show the way to my master^s house, to those, who de« 
mand as a nght, the shelter which most are fáin tó 
ask ás a favour." 

^^ Do you dispute with ine, slave!" said the scd^ 
dier; and, setting spurs to his horse, he caused him 
make a demi- volté across the path, raising at the same 
time the riding rod which he held in his hand, with 
a purpose of chastising what he considered as the 
the insolence of the peasánt. 

^ Gurth dártéd at him a savage and revengeíUl 
scowl, and with a fierce^ yet hesitating motion, laid 
his hand on the haft of his knife; but the interferencé 
of Prior Aymer^ who pushed his mule betwixt his 
com{5anion and the swine-herd, prevented the medi« 
tated violence. 

" Nay, by St. Mary, brother Bryaii, you must not 
think you are now in Palestine, predominating over 
heathen Turks and infideí Saracens; we islanders- 
lőve not blows, savé those of holy Church, who chas<- 
tened whom she loveth.— Teli me, good fellőj ,'* 
said he to Wamba, and seconded his speech by a 
small piece of silver coín, *^ the way to Cedrie the 
Sáxon^s; you can not be ignorant of it, and it Js your 
duty to direct the wsmderer evén when His cbaracter ~ 
is less sanctified thai^ ours«" 

^* In truth, venerable f ather," answered the jester, 
^^ the Saracen head of ypur right revjerend companion 
has frightened out of miüe the Waji homc-^I am not 
9ure I shall get there to-night myself." 

" Tush," said the Abbot, thou can'st tcU us if 
thouwiltf^ This reverend brother has beea aUhis 
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life engftged in fightkig among the SarftccsM for the 
recoveiy of the holy sepuklire; he* is of the order of 
Knighfts Temi^ars, whomyou tnay have heard of; he 
'is halfa monk, halfa soldier." 

** if he is but halfa moiik," said the jcstcr, "he 
-should tiöt be wholly üivreasonable with those whom 
he meets trpoa the road, evén If they shoutd be in Oö 
liurry to answer questfons that no way concem them.^ 

*• I fcrgivc thy wit," repUed the Abbot, ** on eoil- 
.4kton thou ^Mtshourmethe way to Cedric^s man- 
Mon/' 

«* WeH, then,'' ansíwered Wamba, ** your reve- 
renees must liold on this path tilt you eome to a sunk- 
en-cro^^ of which scarce a cubiCs kngth remaiha 
'above gronnd; fhen fake the paÁ to the left^ for 
thete are foup which itieet at Sunken Cross, and I trust 
yonr reverencés will obtain sbchcr befbre the stortn 
'^eoines o*." 

The Abbot thanked his sageadviser; and the da- 
vakade, »etting spurs to their hor»es,^rode on as men 
dó who vrish to reacíh their inn before the bursting 
of a night storm. As their horses', hoofs died away, 
Cnirth said to his companion, ^* If they föllow thy 
wise direction, the r^veretíd fathor will, hafdly readá 
Hotherwood this night," 

**No," said the jester, grinning, ** but they may 
reach Shefiield if they have good lucfc, and that is aa 
fit a place for them* I a^ not so had a woódsman 
as to show the dog where the dcer lies, if I have no 
knind he should chase hrm," , 

" Thou art right," said Gurth, «it wet^ ülithat 
Aymer saw the lady Rowena; and'it were worsc, it 
may be, for Cedríc to quarrel, as h most likely, witii 
this military monk. But liké good servantts, íet ua 
hear and sce^ and say nothing/* 

-We return to áte riders, who had soon left the 
bondsmen far behitíd thetn, and who maintained the 
following conversation in the Norman-Prench lan- 
gnage, usuelly employed by die superitn* classes, widi 
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the exceptípn of the few wbo were stiH hiclined to 
boast their Saxon descent. 

^* What mean these fellowa by their capncious io- 
dolence," said the Templar to the Benedictinc, ^^ and 
why did you prevent me from chadtising it^' 

** Marry,brother Brían«"repiiedthe Prior, *^touch- 
ing the one of them, it were hard for me to render 
a reason for a fool speaking according to his foUy; 
saxd the other churl is of that savage, fíerce intracta- 
Jble race, somé of whom, as I bave often told you» 
are still to be found among the descendants of the 
.Gonquered Saxons, and ívhose supreme pleasure it ia 
to testi fy by all means in their powertheir a version to 
their conquerors." 

" I would sQon have beat him intő courtcsy»" ob- 
served Brian; ^^ I am accustomed to deal with such 
spirits: Our Turkish\:aptives are as fierce and in- 
tractable as Odin himself could have been; yet two 
xnonths in my household, under the management of 
^y master of the slaves, has made them humble, sub« 
miseivé, sérviceable, and observant of your will. 
Marry, Sir, you must beware orthe poison and the 
dagger; for they use either yfiúi free will when yoa 
give them the slightest opportunity," 

" Ay, but," answered Prior Aymer, « every land 
has its own manners and fashions; and, besides thaC 
beating this fellow coutd procuf e us no information 
respecting the road to Cedric's house, it would have 
been $ure to have established a quarrel betwixt you 
and him had we found our way thither. Remember 
what I told you, this wealthy Franklin is proud, fierce, 
jealous, and irritable; a withstander of the nobility, 
and evén of his neighbpurs, Reginald Front de Bceuf 
and Philip Malvoisin, who are no babes to strive 
withal. He stands up so stemly for theprivileges of 
his race, and is so proud of his uninterrupted descent 
from Hertward, a renowned champion of the Hcp- 
tarchy, that he is universally called Cedric the.Saxon; 
9nd makes a boaat of his belonging to a people from 
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wfaom maAy others endeavour to híd their descent, 
lest they should encounter a share pf the vae victis^ 
or severicies impoded upon the vanquíshed.'' 

** Prior Aymer," said the Templar, " you arc a 
Qian of gallantiy, learned in the study of beauty, and 
as expert as a troubadour in all matters concerning 
the arrets of lőve; but I shall expect much beauty in 
thia celebrated Rowena, to counterbalance the aelf- 
denial and forbearance which I must exert, if I am 
to éourt the favour of suclf a seditious churl as you 
have ^descríbed hcr fathcr Cedric." 

*« Cedric is not hcr father," replied the Prior " and 
ia but of rémote relation: she is descénded from 
higher blood than evén he pretends to, and is but dis- 
tantly connected with him by birth. Her guardian^ 
however, he is self-constituted as I believe; but his 
ward is as dear to.him as if she were his own child. 
Of her beau^ you shall soon be judge; and if the 
purity of her complexion, and the majestic, vet soft 
expression of a mild blue eve, do not chase from your 
memory the black-tresscd girls of Palestine, ay, or 
the houris of edd Mahmound's paradise, I am an iníi- 
del, «nd no true son of the church." 

^^ Should yourboastcd beauty," said the Templar, 
^*' be weigbed in the balance and found waiiting, you 
know our wager?" 

*«^ My gold coUar,'' answered the Prior,** against 
ten butts of Chian wine;— they are mine as securely ' 
as if they were already in the convent vaults, under 
the key of old Dennis the cellarer." 

** And I am myself to be judge," said the Tcm- 
plar, ** and am only to be convicted on my own ad- 
inission, that I have seen no maidén sbl^eautiful since 
Petiticost was^ a twelve month. Ran it not so? — 
Prier, your collar is in danger, I will wear if over my 
görget in the lists at Ashby-de-la-Zouche." 

" Win it fairly,'* said the Prior, ^* and wear it as 
you Mriil; I shall trust your giv ing true response,'on 
your word as^ knight and as a churchmao; Yet 
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brother, take my suivict, and fikl yonr tongue to a, 
little more courtesy th^n your hab^to of predómmal^ 
ing over infidel captíves and eastern bondsiaen have 
siccu&tomed yoib Cedric tbe Saxon, i^ oífended 
and he is no wajv slack in taking oírence,-^is a mai) 
who, without respect to your kniglithoodt my hígh 
office^ or tbe sanctity o£ either^ would clear hi» house 
of ui^ áad send us tolodge M^ith the larka^though the 
faour were midnight. And be careful how you look 
on Rowena^whom he cherisbes witb tbe laoat jeakMis 
care; an' he take the least alarm in ^hat quarter we 
are butlost meh* -^It is said he bfuadisbed his only son 
from his £amily for lifting his eyes in tb^ w«y of af- 
fpction towards tbis beauiy^ who.may bé iMir«híppedt 
it seems^ at a distance, but is Mot to be approiacbed 
v^í th ótber though ts than svicb as we hring tp the sbrine 
of the blessed Virgin." 

** Well, you , have said enougb," ans,wered tbc 
T^mplar; ^^ I wiU for a night put on tbe needfulrer 
straint, and dfport me as meekly as a maidén; but m 
for the fear of hts e:!^pemng us by vidence, myaeli 
and squires, witb Hamet and Abdalla, will warrant 
you against that disgrace. Doubt nőt that we shall 
be strong enough to iqake good our quarters." 

** We must not let it come ao far," answered the 
Prior; ^^ but here is the clowii's sunken cross^ and 
the night^s no dark that we^ can hardly see which of 
tbe roads we sure to ibUow* He bid ^s turn^ I think 
to the left" 

** Tó the right," said Brian, ^* to the bcst of my rc- 
membrance." 

<^ The left| certainly, tbe left; I remember his point- 
inff' witb his wooden sword." 

f* Ay» but he held his sword in his left hand, and 
' so pointed acroas his body witíi it," said tbe Tem- 
plar* ' 

£ach maint^i|ied his opinion whh sufiicient obsti- . 
naey^ as is usual in all such cases; the attendants 
were appieftled to, butihey had notbeen near enough 
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to hear Wamba's dtrections. At Icngth Brian re- 
mdrked, what had acfirBC escaped himin the twilíght; 
*^Here is somé one either asleep, or iyiog dead at the 
foot of this cross— Hugó, stir him with the butt-end 
of thy lance/*^ ' 

This was no sooner done than the figtire arose,ex- 
daíoMog in good Krench, ** Whosoever thou art, it it 
discourteous in yoa to disturb my thoaghta." 

*' We did but wish to askyou," said the Prior, 
^ the road to Rotherwood, the id)ode of Cedric the 
Saxon." 

' ^^ I myself am bound thither/' replied the stran« 
ger; ^^ and if I had a horse, I woald be yoar guide 
for the way is somewhat intricate, though perfelü/ 
well known to me.'* 

*^ Thou shalt both have thanks and reward, m; 
friend;" said the Prior, "if tliou wilt bring us to Cei ' 
ric's in safety/' 
' And he caused one of his attendants to mount his 
dwn led horse, aod give that upon which he hadi 
hitlierto ridden to the stranger, who was to sérve foi: 
a guide. 

Their conductor pursued an opposite road from 
ihat ^hich Waiüba nad recommended for the pur* 
pOse of misteading them. llie path soon led deeper 
into the woodland, and crossed more than one brook, 
the approach to whiéh was rendered pertlous by the 
marshes through which it ftowed; but the stranger 
seemed to know,as if by instinct, the soundest ground 
and the safest points of passagc^; and by dint of cau« 
tion and attention, brought the party safely intő ^ 
wider aveíiue than any they had yet seen; and, point- 
ing toa large low irregular building at theupper ex* 
tremity, he said to the Prior, *f Yonder is Rother^^ 
wood, the dwelling of Cedric the Saxon." 

This was a joyful intimation to Aymer, whose 

nerves were notie of the strongest, and who had sui- 

fered such agkation and alarm in the cout^e of pass- 

ing tlirough the dangerous bogs^ that he had not yet 

5* 
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ha4 the cuHoMty tq ask his gut4e a 8Íii|^6 quesdoa* 
Finding hioi^elf ih>w at his case and near &helter« ln» 
curt0»ity begaoi to awakfs^and he demandedof the- 
guide who and wl^at he was. . 

^< A P^mer, just retunied from the Holy Laad," 
tras the answen. 

^ You ,had better baire tarried there to figbt for 
the recovery of the boly sepulchre^" said the Tem-* 
plán 

*' True» Reyerend Sir Knight^" ansMrered the PaU 
mer, to whom the appearance of the Te^iplar seemed 
pcdrfectly familiar; ^^ but when tbose who are ander 
Q9th to recover the holv city ace found travelling at 
su4i a distance from tne scene of their duties^ can 
you .wonder that a peaceful peasant Uke me ahoukl 
decllne the taak which they have abandooed!" 

The Templar i^ould have made an angry reply, 
but was interrupted by the Prior, who again express- 
e4 hÍ8 aaloBÍfihaieiit^ that their guide^ aéter such long 
$baenqQ, sh<Hild be 80 perfectly acquainted with the 
paf s^s of the forest* 

*^ I was bprn a native of these parts," answered ^ 
theít* guide, and as he inside the reply they stood be- 
forertbe maofiion of. C(tdrici«-?*a low irregular build* 
ing, coqtaining.se veral eourt-yards orenclosures,ex« 
ténding over a considerable space of ground, and 
whidi, though its siae argUed the inh«Jbitant to be a 
peraonof wealth, düfe^red entirely fróoi tiie tall,tur- 
>retledf and ca&lellated buildingé in which the Normao 
aohility reáided, and which.had become the pQÍver«« 
aalMyk of architectüre througbout England. 

RotherwQod waa íiot, however, widiout defenceai 
no^hs^ation^ in that disturbed period, could hav^ 
bpeen 90« widK>ut. the risk of being píunderedr and 
bumt befoi'sí the nein moriiing A deep foase, ojr 
4k€h^ w^s-dmwnround the'whole building, and filled 
with wat«r froxii a neighbouring stream. A douUé 
aíl«vBkade« or palisade^, compoaed of pointed b^mm^ 
whichj tbei «il|fti9eiit fofcat: aiippUed| defended Ihr 



«oter and inner bank of the fosse. There was an 
entrance from tbe west through the outer stockade, 
which communicated by a draw-bridge, with a sicni- 
lar ópening in the mteríar defences. Somé precau« 
tions had been taken to^ placc those entrances ünder 
the protection of projecting angles, by which.thtsy 
might be flanked in case of need t}y,arcber8 or 
slingers« 

, Before tbifr entrance tbe Templar wound his hom 
loudly; for the rain, which had long tbimteaed, be- 
.gao-noBir to descend with great violencé. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Tben (Md relief) from the bhck eoast tbat hean 
The Germán Oceaaroar, deep blqomlng, itrong. 
And yéúom hair'dy the blue ey'd Sason came. 

Tboxmií'b JJbőTty. 

In a hall, the height of which was greatly dispro- 
portioned to its extrémé length and vtidth, a loúg 
oaken table, förmed of planks rough hewp írom the 
forest, and which had scarcely received any polisb, 
8tood ready prepared for the evening meal o|Í^Cedric 
the Saxon. The roof composed of beams and rafters, 
had nothing to divide the apartment írom the sky ex- 
cepting the plankiog and thatch; there was i^ huge 
fire»place at either end of the hall, but as the chim- 
nies were constructed in a very clumsy manner, at 
least as much of the smoke found its way intő the 
apartment as escaped by the proper vént. The con- 
stant vapour which this occasioned, had polished the 
rafters and beams of the low-browed hall,by encrust- 
ing thero with a black vamish of soot. Ón the side^. 
of the apartment hung implements of war and of the 
chase, and there were at each comer folding doors, 
which gaye access to other parts of the extensive 
building. 

The other apartments of the mansion partook of 
the rude simplicity of the Saxon period, which Cedric 
piqued himself upon maintaining. The iloor was 
composed of earth mixed with lime, trodden intő such 
a hard substance, as is often employed in flooring our 
modem barns. . For about one quarter of the length 
of the apartment, the floor was raised by a step, and 
this space, which ^as called the dais, was occupied 
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oidy by thé principál tnembeni of the family and visi* 

ters of distinction. For tbis purpose, a tabk richly 

covered with scarietr ciotb wat placed traosvenely 

across the platform, from the middle of which nm 

the longer and lower board, at. wbtcfa the domestica 

and infertor persona fed, down toirarda-the bottom 

of ttes haU. The whok r^sembled the form of the 

letter T, or aome of thqse ancient dinner-uibles, 

which arranged on the aame prtncip)e, may be stiU 

aeen in the antique Colleges of Oxford and Cam* 

brídge. Massive chairs and settles of carved oak 

vére qslaced upon the dia9, and over these seats and 

the more elevated table was fastened' a canopy oí 

cloth which aerved in somé degree to protect the 

dígnkaries who occupied that 'distinguisbed station, 

from the weather, and from the rain, which in sotne 

places found its.way through the ill^constructed robf* 

. The waOs of the upper end ofthe hall, as far as 

^tbe daÍ8 extended, were covered with hangings or 

curtains, and upon the floor there was a carpet, bolh 

of which were aliomed with somé atiemptb at tapes- 

"try, or embroidcry, executed in brilliant or rathtr 

with gaudy colouring. Over the lower rangé of ta« 

ble, the roöf as we have noticed, had no covering; 

the roug^ plastered walls were left bare, and the 

rude earthen floor was uncarpetted; the board was 

uncovered by a cloth, and rude massive benches sup- 

plied the place of chairs^ 

In the centre of the upper table, were placed twp 
chairs more elevated than the rest, for the mastW 
and mistress of the, family, who presidéd over the 
scene of hospitality, and from doing so derived their 
Saxon title of honour, which signifies '^ The Divi- 
dcrs of Bread." 

To each of these chairs was added a footstool, 
curionsly carved and inlaid with ivorj', which mark 
of distinction was peculiar to them* One of these 
seats was at prcsent occupied by Cedríc the Saxon, 
who, though but in ránk a thane, or, as the Normana 
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calledhinit a.Franklio, felt, at the delay of his evén- 
ing meai, an irritable impattence, which might have 
become an alderman whether of ancient or oí modern 
times. 

It appeared, itideed, from tlie countenance of this 
proprietor, that he was of a frank, but hasty and 
choleric tempér. He was not abovc the middle sta- 
ture, but broad-shouldéred, long-armed, and power- 
fully made, liké one accustomed to endurethe fatigue 
of war, or of the chase; his face was broad, with 
lafge biue eyes, open and frank features, fine teeth, 
and a well foitned head, altogether expressive of that 
sort of good humour which oiten lodges with a sud* 
den and hasty temper. Pride and jealousy there 
was in his eye, for his life had been spent in assert- 
ing rights which were. constantly liable to invasiou; 
and the prompt, fiery, and resolute disposition of the 
man, had been kept constantly upon the alert by the 
circumstances of his situation. His long yellow hair 
was equally divided upon the top of^ his head and 
upon his brow, and combed doWn oo cach sidc to tht 
length of his shoulders; it had but little tendency to 
gray, although Cedric was approaching.to his sixtieth 
yea»*. 

His dress was a .tunic of forest green, furred at 
the throat and cuíFs with what was called minever; 
a kind of fur inferior in quality to ermine, and förm- 
ed, it is believed, of the skin of the gray squirreh 
This doublct hung unbuttoned over a close dress of 
scarlet which sate tightto his body; be had breeches 
of the sáme, but they did not reach lower than the 
lower part of the thigh, leaving the knee exposed. 
His feet had sandals of the same fashion with the 
peasants, but of fíner materials, and secured in the 
front with golden clasps. He had bracelets of gold 
upon his arms, and a broad coUar of the same pre- 
cious metál around his neck. About his waist he 
wore a richly studded beit, in which was stuck a sbort 
straight two cdged sword, with a sharp point, so dis-* 
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posed as to hang almost perpendícularly by his side. 
Behind 'his seat was hung a scarlet cloth cloak lined 
with fur, and a cap of the same materíals richly cm- 
^broidered, which completed the dress of the opulent 
.landholder when he chose to go furth. A short boar 
.spear, with a broad and bríght steel head^ alsó re- 
clined against theback of hís chaír, which served 
him, when he walked abroad, for the purposes of a 
staflPor of a weapon^ as chance might require. 

Several doinestics, whose dress heid various pro* 
portions betwixt the richness of their master^s and 
the coarse and simpte attire of Gurth the swineherd, 
watched the looks and waited the commands of the 
Saxon dignitary. Two or three servants of a supe- 
ríor order stood behind their master upon the dais; 
the restoqcupied the lowér part of the ball. Other 
attendíóits there were of a diíFerent descríption; two 
or three large and shaggy grayhounds, such as were 
then emploved in huming uie stag and wolf; as many 
slow-hounos of a large bony breed, with thick necks^ 
large heads, and long ears; and one or two of the 
amaller dogs, now calledterriers, which waited with 
impatience the arrival of the supper; but with the 
sagacious knowledge of physiognomy peculiar to 
their race, forbore to intrude upon the moody silence . 
of their master, apprehensive probably.of a small 
white truncheon wnich lay by Cedric's trencher, for 
the purpose of repelling the advances of his four* 
legged dep^idants. One grisly old wolf dog alone, 
^ith the liberty of an indalged favourite, had planted 
himself close by the chair of state, and occasionally 
ventured to solicit notice by putting his large hairy 
bead upon his master's knee, or pushing his nőse intő . 
his hand. Evén he was repelled by the stem com- 
mand, ^< Down, Balder, down! I am not in the hu- 
jnour for foolery." 

In fact, Cedric, as we havé observed, was in no 
very piacid state of mind. The Lady Rowena,who 
had been absent to attend an evening mass at a dis- 
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tant churchj had but juat retarned, an4 was changing; 
}i«r igarments^ ^tiich had betn wetted by the storm* 
Tbere were as yet ho ttdings of Gurth and his charge, 
whkh should long since have been dri ven home from 
the forest; and such was the insecurity of property, 
«a to render ít prohable thát the delay wouíd be ex- 
plained by somé depredatíon of the oatlaws, with 
whom the neighbounng forest abounded, or by the 
violence oTsome neighbounng baroti^ wfaoee coasci- 
ousocss of strength made htm equaiiy négfígent of 
the laws of property. The malter was of consequence, 
íbr great part of the domeattc wealth of die Saxon 
propríetora coosisted ]h numeróus herds of ft^vríoe, 
^specially in forest-hma, where those animáb esstty 
fbund dieir food. 

Beside^ these sdsjeets of anxiety^ the Sáson tiiane 
was ímpotient for tli^e pnesence of his foToume ctown 
Wamba, whose jests, sach as they were, served for a 
sort of seasoning to his evening ibeai, and to the deep 
draught^ of wine with which he was in the habit of 
accompanying it. Add to all this, Cedric had not 
led slnce noon, and his usual supper hoar was long 
pa8t« a cause of irritation common to country squires^ 
both in aneient and modern tiroes. His disfdeasure 
was espressed in broken sentences, partly muttered 
to himself ,partly addressed to the domestics who 
stood around; and particuiárly to his cup-bearer, 
who offered him from time to time,* as a sedative,^a 
sUver goblet fiUed with wine-— ^ Why tarries the I^ady 
Rowena?" ' 

** She is but changing her head gear," repHed a 
íeniale'attendant with as much coníidence as the fa* 
vourite lady'» maid usually answers the master of a 
modem family; ^ty^U would not wishher to sh down 
tó the banquet in her hood and kirtle? and no lady 
within the shire caabe quicker in arraying herself 
than my mistress. * 

This undeniabLe argument prodiuced a sort of 
aequiesceiy: vmjfiú on the part of the Saxon, with 
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the additíoo, " I wish htr devoiion may choose fair 
weather for the ncxt visít to St. Tohn's Kirk;— but 
whát, in the name of ten devils," ébntinued he, tum- 
ing to the cup-bearer, and raising his voice as if hap- 
py to have found a channel ínto which he raight di- 
vert his indignation without fear or centről — ^ what 
in tbe name of ten devils, keeps Gurth so loog a- 
field? I suppose we shall have an cvil account of íhe 
herd; he was wont to be a íaithful and cautíous 
drudge, and I had dcstined him for something better; . 
perchance I might evcn have made him onc of my 
warders."* 

Oswald the cup-bearer modestly suggested, ^ that 
it was scarce an hour feince ihe tolling of the curfew;" 
and ül chosen apology, since it turnéd upon a topic so 
harsh to Saxon ears. 

" The foul fiend;" exclaimed Cedríc, " take the 
curfew-belU and the tyrannical bastard by whom it 
was devised and the he artless slave who names it 
with a Saxon tongue to a Saxon ear! The curfew!" 
he added, pausing, *-'' ay, the curfew; which compels 
true men to extinguish their lights, that thieves and 
robbers may work their deeds in darkness! Ay, the 
curfew; — Reginald de Front-de-Bceuf and Philip de 
Malvoisin know the use of the. curfew as weli as 
William the bastard himself, or e'er a Norman ad- 
vcntiu*er that . fought at Hastings. I shall hear, I 
gu ess, that my property has been s^ept oflfto savé 
from starving the hungry banditti, whom they can 
not support but by theft and robbery. My faithful 



*The originál has Cniches, by which the Saxons seemto hűvé de- 
signated a class of military attendants, sömetimes free, sometitnes 
bondsmen, but always ranking above ordinary dbtnesíjc, whether 
in the royal hoirsehold or in those of the aldcrmen and thanes. But 
the term cnixíht, now spelt knight, having heen received intő the 
English language as equivalent to the Norman chevalíer, I have 
avoided using it in its more áncient senae, to prsvent confusion. 
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slave is murdefed^ and my goods are taken for a 
prey— and Waniba— where is Wamba? Said not 
somé öne he had §one forth with Gurth?" 

Oswald replied in the afErmatíve. 

" Ay, why this is better and bétter; he is carrieá 
oíFtoo, the Saxon fool, to sérve the Norman Lord. 
Fools are we all indeed that sérvé them, and íitter 
subjects for their scorn and laughter, than if we wcre 
born with but half our wits, But I will be avenged," 
he added, starting írom his chair in impatience at 
the supposed injury, and catchinghold of his boar- 
spear; *' I will go with my coihplaint to the great 
council; I have friends, I have foliowers — man to 
man will I appeal the Norman to the lists; let him 
come in his plate and his maii, and all that can 
render cowardice hold; I have seen such a javelin as 
this through a stronger fence than three of their war 
shields!— ^Haply they think me old; but they shall 
iind alpne, and childless, as I am, the blood of Here- 
ward is in the veins of Cedric. — Ah Wilfred, Wil- 
fijed!" he exclaimed in a lower tone, " could'st thou 
have ri>led thine unreasonable passión, thy father, 
' had not been left in his age Üke the solitary oak that 
throws out its shattered and unprotected. branches 
against the full sweep of the tempest!" The reflec- 
tiönseemed to conjureinto sadness hisirrítated feel- 
ings. Replacing his javelin, he resumed his sjeat, 
bent his looks downward, and appeared to be absorb- 
ed in melancholy reflection. 

From this musing; Cedric was suddenly awakened 
by the blast óf a horn, which was replied to by the 
cíamorous yells and barking of all the dogs in the 
hall, and somé twenty or thirty which were quártered 
in pther parts of the building. It cost somé exér^ 
cise of the white truncheon, well seconded by the 
exertions of the domestics, to silence this canine cla* 
mour. 

" To the gatef knaves!" said the Saxon hastily, 
as soon as the tumult was ^ much appeased that the 
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dependants could hear his voice, " Sec what ti- 
. dings that horn telis of— to announce, I ween, somé 
hership and robbery which has béén done upon my 
lands." 

Returning in less than three minutes, a warder an- 
nounced " that the Prior Ayraer of Jorvaulx, and 
the good knight Brian de Bois-Guilbert, commahder 
of the valíant and venerable order of Knights Tem- 
plars, with a small retinue, requested .hospitality and 
lodging fői* the night, being on thcirway to a tourna- 
mtnt which waö to be held not far froxn Ashby-de-la- 
Zouche, on the second day from the present," 

'* Aymer, the* Prior Aymcr? Brián de Bois-Guil- 
bért?" muttered Cedric; " Normans both; — but Nor- 
man or Saxon, the hospitality of Rotherwood must 
not be impeached; they are welcome, since they have 
chosen to halt — ^more welcome would they have been 
to have ridden f urther on their way. — ^But it were un- 
worthy to murmur for a night's lodging and a night's 
food; in the quality of guests at least, evcn Nor- 
mans must suppress their insolence. — Go, Hund\- 
bert)^^ he added, to a sort of major-domo who stood 
behind him with a white wand; 'Uake six of the at- 
tendants, and introduce the strangers to th^ gjiests' 
lodging. Look after their horses and mules, and see 
their train lack nothing. Let them have change of 
vestments if they rcquire it, and fire, and watcr to 
wash, and wine and ale; and bid the cooks add what 
they hastily can to our eveníng meal; and let it be 
put on the board when those strangers are ready to 
share it. Say to them, Hundebert, that Cedric would 
himself bid, them welcome, but he is ubder a vow 
never to step more than three steps from the dais of 
his own hall to n)eet any who shares tiot the blood of 
Saxon royalty. Begone! see them caréfully tended 
let them not sáy in their pride, the Saxon churl has 
shown atonce his poverty and his avarrce." 

The major domo departed with several attendants 
to execute his master's commands. *^ The Prior 
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Ayhier!" repeated Cedric, looking to Oswald, *' the 
brother, if I mistake not, öf Giles de Matileverer dow 
lord of Middleham?" 

Oswald made a respeclful sign of assent. ** His 
brother sits in thé seat, and usurps the paVimonVi of 
a better race, ihe race of Ulfgar of Middleham; but 
what Norman lord doth not the same? This Prior is, 
thcy say, a free and jovíal priest, who loves the wine- 
cup and the bugle-horn better than bell and Bbok: 
Good; let him come: he shall be ivelcome, How 
named ye the Templarf" 

** Bríart de Bois-Guilbert.?" 

*' Bois-Guilbert," said Cedric, still in the musing, 
self-arguing tone, which the habit of living among 
dependants had accustoraecl him to employ, and 
which resembled a man who talks to himself rather 
thán to thosc around him — ^** Bois-Guilbert? That 
name has beeti spread wide both for good and evil, 
They say he is valiant as the bravest of his order; 
but stained with tbeir usual vices, pride, arrogance, 
ofuelty, and voluptuousness; a hard-hearted man^ 
who knows neither fear of earth nor awe of heaven. 
So say the few warriors who have returned from Pa- 
lestine. — Well; it is but for one night; he shall be 
welcome too. — Oswald, broach the oldest wine-cask; 
place the best mead, tbc richest morat, the most 
spafkling cíder, the most odoriferous pigment, upon 
the board; fiU the largest homs* — templars and Ab- 
bots lőve good wines and good measure* Elgitha, 
let thy lady Rowena know we shall not this night 
expect her in the hall, unless such be her especiaí 
pleasure." 

" But it will be her especiaí pleasure," answered 



• These were dr'mks used by the Saxons, as we are informed by 
Mr. Turner: Morat was made öf honey 6avoured with the juice of 
iBulberrles; Pigment was a sweet and rich liquor,composed of wine 
highly spiced, and sweetened alsó with honey^ the other liquors 
need no explanation. L, T, 
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Elgitha, with grcat readiness, " for ahc Í8 cvcr dc8Í- 
rous to hear the latest news from Palestine.'^ 

Cedric darted at thc forward damsel a glancé of 
hasty resentment; but Rowena, and whatever be- 
longed to her, were privileged and secure from his 
ánger. He only replied, *^ Silence maidén; thy tongiie 
outruns thy discretion. Say my message to thy mis- 
tress, and let her do her pleasure. Here, at leaat, the 
descendant of Alfréd still reigns a príncess." £lgítha 
left the apartment; 

** Palestine!" repeated the Saxon : " Palcstine ! 
ho w many ears are turnéd to the tales which dissolute 
crusaders, or hypocritical pilgrims, bring ftx>m that 
fatál land! I too mlght ask-— I too might inquire— I 
too might listen with a beating heart to fables which 
the wily stroUers devise to cheat us intő hospitality— 
Jbxit no — Theton who has disobcyed me is nolonger 
mine; nor will I concem myself more for his fate 
than for that of the most worthless among the mil- 
lions that e ver shaped. the crosa on the^r shoulder, 
rushed intő excess ánd hlood-guiltiness, and called 
it an accomplishment of the will of God." 

He knit his brows, and fixed his eves for an instant 
on the ground; as he raised them, the folding doors 
at the'bottom of the hall were cast wide, and^preceded 
by the maior-domo with his wand, and four domestics 
bearing blazing torches, the guests of the evening en- 
tered the apartment. 



6* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Wiiii 0heep and shaggy goats the porkers bied. 
.« And the proud steer was on the marble spread; , 

With fire prepared, they deal the mopsels round, 
Wine rosybright the brlmmii^ goblets crown'd. 

• ••♦'.♦♦ 
Disposed a part, Ulysses shares the treat; 
A trivet table and ignobler seat, 
The Prince assigns. 

The Prior Aymer had taken the oppórtunity af- 
forded him, of changíng his riding robe for one of 
yet more costly materials, over which he wore a cope 
curiously embroidered. Besidea th« huge ^^oldeti 
signet ring, ívhich marked hÍB ecclesiastícal dignity; 
his fingerÍB, though contrary to the canon, were load- 
cd with precious gems; his sandals were of the finest 
leather which was imported irom Spain; his beard 
trim^ed to as small dimensions as his order would 
possibly permit, and his shavcn crown conceaied by 
a scarlet cap richly embroidered. 

The appearance of the Knight Templar was alsó 
changed; and, though less studiously bedecked i*ith 
ornament, his dress was as rich, and his appearance 
far more commanding, than that of -his companion. 
He had exchanged his shirt of mail for an \inder tu- 
nic of dark purple silk, garnished with furs, over 
which flowed his long rx^be of spgtless whíte, in am- 
t^k folds. *The eight-pointed cross of his order was 
:ut on the shpulder of his manths- in black velvet. 
The high cáp no longer invested his brows, which 
were only shaded by short and thick curied hair of a 
raven blackness, corresponding to his unusually swart 
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complexíon. Nothing coald be more majecttc thán 
his step and manner, had they not been markcd by a 
predonainant air of haughtiness, easily acqanred by 
the exercise of unresisted autbority. 

These two dígniüed persona were followed by 
tbcic respective attendants, and at a more humbíe 
distance by ihcir goíde, whose fígure had nothhig 
more remarkable than it deríved from t(ie usual 
weeds of a pilgricn. A cloak or mantle of coarac 
black serge, enveloped his whole body. It was in 
shape something liké the cloak of a modem hussar, 
baving similar fiaps for cove)-ing the arms, and was 
called a Sclaveyn or Sclavonian* Coarse sandals, 
bound wiih thongs on his bare ieet; a broad and 
shadowy hat, with cockle-shells stitchjed on its brim^ 
and a long staíF shod with irón, to the upper end of 
ívhich \ras attached a branch oípalm, complete«i the 
Falmer^s attire. He foHowed modestly the last of the 
train ívhích eiitered the hall, and observing thac the 
lower tabie scarce afforded room sufiicient for the 
domestics of Cedric and the retinue of his guests, 
he withdrew tö a settle placed beside and almost under 
one of the large chtmnies, and seemed to employ 
himself in drying.his garments, until the retreat of 
somé one should make room at Útc board, or the 
hoépitality of the steward should supply him 'with 
refreshments in the place he had chosen apart. 

Cedric rose to receive his guests with an air of 
dignified hospitality and descending from the dias, 
or elevated part of his haH, make three steps towards 
them, and then waited their approach. 

" I grieve," he said, " reverend Prior, that my 
vow binds me to advance no farther upon this fioor 
of my fatbers, eyen to receive si»ch guests as you, 
and this valiant Knight oIF the Holy Temple* Buc 
my steward has expounded to you the cause of my 
seeming discourtesy. Let me alsó pray, that you 
will excuse my speaking to you in mv native language, 
and that you will repty in the same if your knowledge 
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of it permíts; if not, I sufficiently understaiid Nor* 
man to foUow your meaning. 

" Vows," said the Abbot, " must be unloosed, 
worthy Franklin, or permit me rather to say, worthy 
ifhane^ thoügh the title is antiquated. Vows are the 
knots which tie us to heavcn — ihey are the cords 
vhich bind the sacrifice to the horns of the altar, — 
and are therefore, — ^as I said before, — to be unloosed 
and discharged, unless our holy Mother Church shall 
pronounce th& contrary. And respecting language, 
I wiilingly hold communication in that spc^en by my 
respected grandmother, Hilda of Middleham, who 
, died' in odour of^anctity, littte short, if we may pre- 
' sume to say so, of her glorious name-sake, the bless- . 
ed Saint Hilda of Whitby, God be gr^cious to her 
sóul!" 

When the Prior had ceased what he meant as a 
conciliatory harangue, his companion said briefly and 
emphaticaUy, *^ I speak ever French, the language of 
Kittg Richárd and his nobles: but I understand Eng* 
lish sufficiently to communicate with the natives of 
the country," . 

Cedric darted at the speaker one of those Kasty 
and impatien^ glances^ which comparisons between 
the two rival nations seldom failed to call forth; bút 
recoUecting the düties of hospitality, he suppressed 
further show of resentment, and motioning with his 
hand, caused his guests^to assume two seats a little 
>»lower than his own, but placed close beside him, and 
gave a signal that the evening meal should be placed 
upon the board. 

VVhile the attendants hastened to obey Cedríc's 
commands, his eye distinguished Gurth the swioe- 
herd, who with his companion Wamba, had just 
entered the hall. ^^ Send these loitering knaves up 
hither," said the Saxon^ impatiently. And- when the 
culprits came before the dias, — ^^ How cpmes it, 
villains! that you have loitered abroad so laté as 
this? Hast thou brought home thy xharge, sirrah 
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GuTth, or hast tbou ieft them to outlaws smd ma- 

rauders?" 

. " ITie herd is safe, so please ye," said Gurth, 

" But it dots not please me, thou knave,'' said 
Cedric, " that I should be made to supposc other- 
ívise for two hours, and sít here devísing vengeatice 
against my neíghbours for wrongs tbey bavenot done 
me. I teli thee, sbackles and the prison-house shall 
punish the next ofFence of this kind." 

Gufth, knöwing his master's irritable tcmper, at- 
tempted no exculpatxon; but the Jester, who could 
presume upon Cedric's tólerance, by virtue of his 
privileges as a Ibol, replied for them both; " In troth, 
uncle Cedric,you arc neither ívisenorreasonable to- 
night." 

"How, sir?" said his master; *'you shall to the 
porteF& lodge, and taste of the discipline there if you 
give your foolery such licence." 

•' First let your wisdom teli me," said Wamba, 
" is it just and reasonabk to punish one person for 
the fault of another?" 

" Certainly not, fool," answered Cedric. 

" Then why should shackle poor Gurth, uncle^ 
for the íault of his dog Fangs? for I dare to be sworn 
we lost not a minute by the way when we had got 
our herd together, whicn Fangs did notmanage until 
we heard the vesper-bell." 

*' Then hang up Fangs," said Cedric, turning has- 
tily towards the swine-herd, " if the fault is his, and 
get thee another dog." 

"Under favour, uncle," said the Jester, *'that 
were still somewhat on the bow hand of fair justice; 
for it was no fault of Fangs that he was lamé and 
could not gather the herd, but the fault of those that 
struck ofF two of his főre claws, an operation for 
which, if the poor fellow had bcen consulted, hé 
would scarce have given his voice." 

" And who dared to lamé an animál which belong- 
fíd to my bondsmaní" said the Saxon, kindling ia 
wrath. 
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*♦ Marry, that did Old Hubert,'' sliid Wamba 
" Sir Philip de Malvoisih's keeper of tjie chase. He 
caught Fangs stroltitig in the forest, and said, he 
chased the deer contrary to his master's right| as 
warden of the walk." 

"Thefoul fiend. take Malvoisin," answei^ed.chfs 
Saxon, ^^ ánd his ketper both! I will teach them that 
the wood was disforested in terms of the great Forest 
Charter. But enough of this. Go to knave, go to 
thy place — and ihou, Gurth, get thee another dog, 
and'should the keeper daretotouch it, I will mar his 
archery; the curse of a coward on my head, if I 
strike not off the főre finger of his right baoid^-he 
shall draw bowstring no more.^-I crave your pardon, 
my worthy guests, I am beset here with neighbours 
that match your iníidels. Sir Knight, in Holy Land. 
But your homely faré is before you; feed, and let 
welcome make amends for hard faré*" 

The feast, however which was sproad upbn the 
board, needed no apologies from the lord of ^he man-r 
sión. ' Swine's flesh, dressed in several modes, ap- 
peared on the lower part of the board, as alsó that of 
fowls, deer goats, and hares, and variorus kinds of 
fish, together with huge loaves and cakes of bread, 
and sundry confections made of fruits and honey. 
The smaller sorts'of wild-fówl, of which there was 
adundance, were not served up in platteirs, but brought- 
in upon small wooden spita or broaches, and offered 
by ttie pages and domestics who boré them, to each 
guest in succession, who cut froín them such a por- 
tion as he pleased. Beside each person of ránk was 
placed a goblet of silver; the lower board was ac- 
commodated with large drinking horns. 

When the repast was about to commence, thé ma- 
jor-domo, or steward, suddenly raised his wand, said 
aloud, *' Forbear! — Place for the Lady Rowena." A 
side door at the upper end of the hall now opened 
behind the banquet table,^ and RoWena, followed by 
four female attendants, entered the apartment. Ce- 
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dric, tkrough surprised^aud perhaps not altogether 
agreeably so, at his ward appearing in public upon 
this occasíoD, ha^tened to meet her, and to' conduct 
her, with réspectful cerémony, to the elevated seat 
at hís own right hand,appropnated to the lady of the 
mansíon. Ali stood up to receive her; and, reply- 
ing to their courtesy by a mu^e gesture of salutatíon, 
sbe moved graccfuUy forward to assume^ her piacé at 
thé board. Ere she had tiníe to do so, tjie IVtnplar 
whispered to the Prior, *^ I shaH wear no collar of 
gold of yours at the tournament. The Ghian wine is 
your owií."- 

" Said I not so?" answered the Prior: " but check 
your raptures, the Franklin observes you." 

Unheeding the remonstrance, and accustomed onljr 
to act upon the iromediate impolse of his owi\ wishes, 
Brian de Bois-Guilbert kept his eyes rivctted on the. 
Saxon be^uty, more striking perhaps to his imagina- 
tion, because difiering widely from those oí the east- 
ern sultanas. 

Förmed in the best proportions of her sex, Row- 
ena was tall in stature, yet not so much so as to at- 
tract observation on aecountofsuperior height. Her 
complexion was exquisitely fair, but the noble cast 
oí her bead and features prevented the insipidity 
whith sometimes attaches to fair beauties. Her 
cl/sar blue eye, which sate enshrined beneath a grazié- 
iul eye-brow of brown suíficiently marked to gUe cx- 
pression to the forehe^id, seemed capable to kindle as 
well as melt, to command as well as to beséech. If 
mildness were the more natural expression of such a 
combination of features, it was plain, that in the prb- 
. sent instance, the exercise of habttual superiority, and 
the reception of generál homage, had given to the 
Suxon lady a loftier character, which mingled with 
and qualifíed that bestowed by nature. Her proiuse 
haír, of a colour betwixt brown and fiaxen, was ar- 
ranged in a fanciful and graceful maűner in nume- 
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rous ringletgy to form which art ha4 prbbably aided 
nattire. These locks were braided widi gems, and, 
being y/ovti at fuU length, intlmated the noble birth 
and free-born condition of thc maidén. A golden 
cbain, to which was attacheda small reliquary of the 
£ame m«tal, hung rouncl her neclu She wore brace- 
lets.on her arms, which were bare. Her dresswasan 
under-^gown and kirtle of pale sea^green silk, over 
which huag a lon^ loose robe, which reached to the 
ground) having very wide sleeves^ which came dowo^ 
however^ very little below the elbow. This robe was 
crímson, and manufactured out of the very fiaest 
wool* A veil of silk, interwoven with gold, was.at- 
tached to the upper part of it, which could be, at the 
wearer'a pleasure, either drawn over the face ánd bő- 
söm after the Spanish fashión, or di&posed as a sort 
of drapery round the shoulders* 

When Rowena. perceived the Knight Templar's 
eyes bent on her with an ardour, that, compared with 
the dark caverns under which they moved, gave them 
the effect of lighted charcoaí, she drew with dignity 
the veil arouhd her face, as an intimation that the de^ 
termined freedom of his glancé was disagreeable. 
Cedric saw the motion and* its cause. " Sir Tem- 
plar," said he, " the cheeks of our Sason maidens 
hav« seen tpo little of the sun to enable them to bear 
the fixed glancé of a crusaden" 

" If I Jiave offended," repliedSir Brian, ** I c-ave 
yoqr pardon, — ^that is, I crave the Lady Rowena's 
pardon — for my humiíity will carry me no lower." 

" The Lady Rowena," said the Prior " has punish- 
<ed US all, in chastisingthe boldness of my friend. Let 
me hope she will be less cruel to the splendid train 
which are.to meet at the.toumaroent-" 

" Our going thither," said Cedric, " is unccrtain, 
I k>ve nót these vanities, which were unknown to uay 
faíhers when England was frce." 

*VLet US hope, ncverthelcss," said the Prior, '* our 



IVANHOB. ^ 65 

company raav determíne you to travel thítherward; 
when the roads areao unsafe^ thc escort of Sir Bryan 
de Bols-Guilbert is not to be desptsed." 

«* Sir Prior,** answered the Saxon, " wheresoever 
I have travelled iti this land, I have hitherto found 
myself, with thc assistance of my good sword and 
faíthful foUowcrs, in no respect needful of othcr aid, 
At present if wc indeed joumey to Ashby-de-la- 
Zouche, we do só with my noble neighbour ánd 
countryman Athelstane of Coningsburg, and with 
such a train as would set outlaws and feudal enemies 
alike at dcfiance.^— — I drink to y oü, Sir Prior, in this 
cup of winc, which I tfust your taste wiü approve, 
and I thank you for your courtesy. Should you te 
so rigid in adhering to monastic rule," he added, " as 
tö prcfcr your acid preparation of milk, I hope you 
wiír not strain courtesy to do me reason*" 

" Nay," said the Priest, iaughing, "it is only in our 
abbey that we confine ourselves to the lacdulce or the 
lac acidum eitheir. Conversing with the world, we 
use the world's fáshions, and therefore I answer 
your pledge in this honest wine, and leáve the weaker 
liquor to my lay-brother." 

*' And I," said the Templar, fiiling his goblet, 
** drink wassail to the fair Rowena; for sinee her 
name-sake introduced the word intő Englánd, has 
ne ver been one more worthy of such a tribute. By 
my faith, I could pardon the unhappy Vortigeirn, had . 
he half the cause that we now witness for making shtp- 
wreck of his honour and his kingdom." 

*^ I will spare your courtesy, Sir Knight " said 
Rowena with dignity, and without unveiling hersclf; 
** or rather I will tax it so far as to require of ]^ou the 
latest news frpm Palestine, a theme more agreeable 
to our English ears than the complimenta which your 
Freneh breedifig tcaches," 

**• I havelittte of importance tosay, lady,*' answer- 
ed Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert, *^ excepiing the con- 
ürmed tidings of a trucé with Saladin." 

VOLt I. 7 
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f He was interrupted by Wamba, who had taken Ei9 
appropríated seat upon a chair, the back.ofwhich 
was decorated with two a&s's ears, and which was 
placed a^out two steps behind that of his master whó 
nrom time to time, supplied him with yictuals from 
his oWn trencher; a favour, howeVer, which the 
Jester shared with the favourite doga, of whom, as 
we have already noticed, there where several in at- 
tendance. Here sat Wamba, with a small table be- 
fore him, his heels tucked up against the bar of the 
chair, his cheeks sucked up so as to make his jaws 
resemble a pair of nut-cracker^, and his eyes^ half 
shut^y^t watching with alertness every opportunity to 
exercise his licensed fbolery. 

^^ These truces with the infidels," he exclaimed, 
without caring how suddenly he interrupted (he state- 
ly Templar, ^^ make an pld man of me!" 

^^ Go to, knave, how so?" said Cedric, his features 
prepared to receive favourably th\e expected jest. 

*' Because," answered Wamba, ** I remember 
three of them in my day, each of which was to en- 
dure for the course of íifty years; so that, by com* 
putation, I must be at least a hundred and fifty years 
old." 

^^ I will warrant you against dying of old age, how* 
ever," said the Templar, who now recognised hi»>^ 
friend of the forest; ^^ I will assure you from all 
deaths but a violent one, if you give such directions 
to way-farers, as you did this night to the Prior and 
me." 

" How, sirrah!" said Cedric, ** misdirect travel-* 
lers? We must have you whipt; you are at least as 
much rogue as fool." 

" I pray thee, unde," ahswered the Jester, "let my 
foUy, for once, protect my roguery. I did but make a 
mistake between my right hand and my left, and he 
might have pardoned a greater who took a fool for 
his counsellor and guide." 

Conversation was here interrupted by the entrance 
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of thé porter's page^ who announced that there was a 
4Btranger at the gate, imploring admittance and hodpi- 
tality. 

^ Admit him," said Cedric, ^^ be he who or what 
he may; — a night Uke that which rpars without, 
compeís evén wild animals to herd with tame, and to 
é^ek the protection of man, their mortal foe, rather 
than perísh by the elements. Let his wants be min- 
istered with care-^look to it, Oswald." 

And the steward left the banqueting hall tosee thp 
commands of his patron obeyed. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Hath not a Jew eves? Hath not a Jew hands, organs, drmensionfl^ 

aenses, aíTections, pasaiont? Fed with the aame Ibod, búrt wHh tbe 

* aame weapona, aubject to tbe aame diaeases, healed by the aame 

meana, warmed and cooled by the aame winter and aununer, aa « 

Ghrístiania? ^ MerchaniofVeniee, 

OswALD, returning wispered intő the ear of his 
master, ^^ It is a Jew, who calls himself Isaac of York: 
is it fit I shpuld marshal hím intő the hall?" 

** Let Gurth do thine office, Oswald,*'' said Wamba . 
vith his usual efírontery; ^* the swine-herd will be a 
fit usher to the Jew." 

*^ St. Maiy," 8»íd the Abbot, crossing himself, 
^^ an unbelieving Jew, and admitted intő this pre- 
scnce!" 

" A dog Jew," echoed the Templar, ** to approacb 
a defender of the Holy Sepulchre!" 

" By my faith," said Wamba, " it would seem the 
Templars lőve the Jews' inheritance better than thcy 
do their company." 

" Peace, my worthy guests," said Cedric: *♦ my 
hospitality must not be bounded by your dislikes. If 
Héaven boré with the whole nation of stiflp-necked 
unbelievers for more years than a la}'man can num- 
ber, we may endure the prcsence of one Jew for a 
few hours. But I constrain no man to converse or to 
fced*with hím. — Let hím hav« a board and mors^l 
apart,— unless," he said smíling, " these turbanM 
strangers will admit his society." 

" Sir Franklin,," an^wcred the Templar, " my Sa- 
racen slaves are true Moskms, and scom as much as 
any Christian to hold intercourse with a Jew." 



ivAiraoE. 69 

** Now^ in faith," saíd Wamba, " I can not see that 
the worshippen of Mahound and Termagaunt have 
so greatly the advsmtage over the people once choseo 
of Heaven.*' 

** He shaU sit with thce, Wamba" said Ccdric: 
** the fool and the knave will "be well met.** 

** The fool," answer Wamba, raising the relics of 
of a gammoQ of bacon, '^ will take care to erect a bul- 
wark against the knave." 

** Hush," said Cedric, ** for here he comes." 
^ Introduced with little ceremony, and advancing 
with fear and hesitation, and many a bow of deep 
humility, a lall thia old man, who, however, had lost 
by the habit of stooping much of his actual height, 
approached the lower end of the board. His features, 
keen and regular, with an aquaUne nőse, and piercing 
black eyes; his high and wrínkled forehead, andlong 
grey hair and beard, would have been eoosidered as 
handsome, had they not been the marks of a physiog- 
nomy peculiar to a race, which during these dark 
ages, was alike detested by the credulous and pteju- 
dicéd vulgar , and persecuted by the ^reedy and rapa*- 
cious nobility, and who, perhaps, owingf to that very 
hatred and persecution, had adopted a nationsj cha^ 
racter, in which there was nmch, to say the leaát, 
mean and unamiable. 

The Jew's dress, which appeared to have suiFered 
considerably from the storm, was a plain russet cloak 
of jmany folds, covering a dark purple tunic. He had 
large boots, lined with fur, and a bek around his 
waist, which sustained a small kiiife, together with a 
case for writing materiáls, but no weapon. He wore 
a high square yellow cap of a peculiar fashion, as- 
^igned to his nation to distinguish them from Chis» 
tians, which he doffed with great humility at the door 
of the hall. 

The reception of this person in the hall of.Cedric 
the Saxon, was such as might have satisfied the most 
prejudiced enemy of the tribes of IsraeL Cedric 
7* 
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himself coldly nodded in answer to the Jew's repeat- 
ed salutations, and signed to him to take place at the 
lowcr end of the table, where, however, no one offer- 
ed to make room for him. On the contrary, as he 
passed along the íile, ca^ting a timid supplicating 
gl^ce, and turnéd towards each of those w4o occu- 
pi«d the lower end of the board, the Saxon doihestics 
squared their shoulders, and continued to devout 
their supper with great perseverance^ payingnotthe 
least attention to the wants of the new guest. The 
attendants of the Abbot crossed themselves, with 
lóoks of pious horror,' and the A^ery heathen Sara- 
cens, as Isaac drew near them, curled up their ^i)is- 
ker&.with indignation, and laid their hands on their 
poniards, as if ready to rid themselves by the most 
desperate means from the apprehended contaminatioo 
of his nearer approach. 

Probably the same motives which induced Cedric 
tp opcn^his hall to thís son of a rejected people, would 
have made him ihsist on h'is attendants receiving 
Isaac with more courtesy. But the Abbot, had at 
this moment, engaged him in a most 'interesting dis- 
cussipn on the breed and character of his favourite 
hounds^ which he woutd not have interrupted for 
matters of much greater importanqe than that of a 
Jew goíng to bed supperless. While Isaac thus stood 
an outcast in the present society, liké his people 
among the nations, looking in vain for welcome or 
resting place, the Pilgrim who sat by the chimney, 
took compassion upon him, and resigned his seat, 
saying briefly, ^* Old man, my gafments are dried^, 
my hunger is appeased, thou art both wet and fást* 
ing." 5o saying, he gathered together, and brought 
to a flame, the decaying biands which lay scatterecl 
on the ample hearth; took lirom the larger board a 
mess of póttagé and seethed kid, placed it upon the 
small table at which he had himself süpped, and with- 
out waiting the Jew's thanks, went to the other side 
of the hall; — whether from unwillingness to hold 
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more close communicatjon wítK the objec^ of his be* 
*»evolence) or form a wish to draw near to the upper 
end of the table, seemed uncertain. 

Had there been painters in those days capable to 
execute such a subject^ the Jew, as he bent his wi- 
thered form, and expandedhis chílled and trembKng 
hand over the fíre, wouid have förmed no bad em- . 
blematical personification of the wipter season. Hav- 
ing dispelled the cold, he tumed eagerly to the smo* 
king mess which was placed beforehim, andeat with 
a haste and an apparent relísh, that seemed to beto« 
ken long abstinetice from food. 

Méanwhile the Abbot and Cedric continued their 
, discourse upon hunting; the Lady Rowena seemed 
engaged' in conversation with one of her attendant 
females; and the baughty Templar, whose eye seem- 
ed to wander from the Jew to the Saxon beauty, re- 
volved in his mind thoughts which appeared deeply 
to interest him. 

'* I marvei, worthy Cedric," said the Abbot, as 
their discourse proceeded, *^ that, great as your pre** 
dilection is for your own manly language, you do not 
at least receive the Norman French intő your favpur> 
so far as the mystery of wood-craft and hunting is 
concerned. Surely no tongue ié so rich in the vari- 
ous phrases which the iield sports demand, or fur- 
nishes means tq the experienced woodsman so w^U 
to express his jovial art." 

** Good Father A) mer," said the Saxon, " be it 
known to you, I care not forHhose over>sea reíine* 
ments, without which I can well enough take mv 
pleasure in the woods. I can wind my hom, though 
I call not the blast either a recheate or a mortű'^I 
can cheéi; my dogs on the prey, and I can flay and 
quarter the animál when it is brought down, without 
using the new fangled jargon of curee^ arhor^ nom» 
bles^ and all the babble of the fiabulous Sir Tris- 
trem/' 
*♦ The French," said the Templar, raising his voice 
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vtiúi the presumptuöus and authoritative tone which 
he used upon all occasions, ^ is not only the natural 
language of the chase, but that of lőve and of war, 
m which ladies should be won and enemies defied.'^ 

« Ptedge me in a Cup of wine, Sir, Templar," said 
^ Sir Cedric, *< and fill another to the Abbot, while I 
look back somé thirty years to teli you another tale. 
As Cedric tbe Saxon then was, his plain English tale 
needed no gamish írom French troubadóurs, when 
k was told m the ear of beauty,^ and the field of 
Northallerton, upon the day of the Holy Standard, 
could teli ívhether the Saxon war-cry was not heard 
as far wi$hin the rs^nk^ of the Scottish hőst as the 
- cri de guerre of the holdest Norman báron. To the 
mcmory of the brave who fought there! — Pledge 
me, my guests. He drank deep, an4 went on y9jji\ 
increasing warmth. ^^ Ay, that was a day of cleavmg . 
of shields,. when a hundred banners were bent for- 
wárds over the bead of the valiant, and blood flowed 
róund liké water, and death was held bettet than 
flight. A Saxon bárd had called it a feast bf the 
swords — a gatheriiíg of the eagles to the prey— the 
clashing of bilis upon shield and beimet, the shout- 
Ing of battle more joyful than the clamour of a bridal. 
But our bards are lío more," said he: ^* our deeds 
are lost in those of another race — oiu* language-— our 
very name is hastening to decay, and nőne moums 
for it savé one solitary old man.— Cup-beaf er! knave, 
fill the goblets — To the strong in arms, Sir Templar, 
be their race or language what. it will, who now bear 
them best in Palestine among the champions of the 
Cross," 

«'It becomes not one wearing diis badgeto an- 
swer," said Sir Brian de Bois-Guilbert; **yet to 
whom, besides the swom champions of the Holy 
Sepulchre, can the palmbe assigned among the cHamr 
pions of the Cross?" 

'* To the knights Hospitallers," said the Abbo^ 
^* I have a brother of their order* 
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<^ I impeach not their fame," said the Templtr; 
" nevertheless"— 

" I think, friend Cedric," said Wamba, tnterfering, 
<^ that had Richárd of the Lion'a Heart been ívise 
enpugh to have taken a fopPs advice, he might have 
ataid at home with his merry EogHshmen, and lefc 
the recovery of Jerusalem to those aame Kníghts 
who had most to do with the loss of it." 

*' Were there tfaencone in the English army," said 
the Lady Rowena, *^ whpse names are ivorthy to be 
mentioned with the Kníghts of the Temple, and of 
St. John?" 

" Forgive me, lady," replied De Bois-Guitt>ert; 
" the English monarch did, indeed, bring to Tales- 
tine a hőst of gallant varriors^ second oniy to those 
wt^ose . breasts have been the unceasing bulwark of 
thatblcs^edland." ' 

*^ Second to nőne," said the. Pilgrim, who had 
atood near enough to hear, and had listened to this^ 
conversation with marked impatience. AU tumed 
toWard the spot from whence this unexpected iisse- 
veratibn was heard. ^^ I say," repeated the Pilrgrini 
in afirm and strong voice, " that the English chivalry 
were sc^cond to nőne who ever drew sword in defence 
of the Holy Land. I say besides, for 1 saw it, that 
King Richárd hioiself, and íive oi his knights, held 
a tournament after the taking of St. John-de-Acre 
as challengers against all comeis. I say that, on that 
da^, each knight ran three coursea, and cast to the 
ground three anta^nists. I add, that seven of these 
assailantswere Knights of the Temple — and SirBrian 
de Bois-Guilbert well knows the truth of what I teli 
yöu." - 

It is impossible forlanguageto describe the bittér 
scowl of ragé which rendered yet darker the swarthy 
countenance of the Templar. ^ In the extremity of 
hÍ5 reseptment and confusion* his quivertng fingers 
griped tqwards the handie of his sword, and perhaps 
odly i¥ithdrew from the consciousness that no act of 
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violence could be safely executed in that place and 
presence. Cedríc, whose feelirigs were all of a ri^ht 
onward and simple kínd, and were seldom occupied 
by.moFe than one object at once, omitted, in the 
joyous glee with whích he heard of the glory of his 
countrymen, to retnark the angry confusion ofhis 
guest; ^^ I would give thee this golden bracelet, Pil- 
grím, could'st thou teli me the names of those knights 
who upheld so gállantly the renown of merry £ng- 
land." 

* " That ívill I do blythely,'^ replied the pilgrim^ 
^^ and that without guerdon; my oath, for a time^ 
prohibits me touching gold/' 

^* I will weat* the brácelet fdr you, if you wiU, 
friend Palmcr," saíd Wainba. 

^ The first in honour as in arms, in renown aa in 

51ace,",8aid the pilgrim, ^* was the brave^Richard, 
Ling of England." 

'* I forgivc him," said Cedric: •* I forgive himhis 
deacent from the tyrantDuke William." 

**iírhe Earl of Leicester was the second," coná- 
Bueid the Pügrim; «« Sir Thotnas Múlton of Gila- 
land was the third." 

^ Of Saxon dcscent, he at least,V said Cedric, i^itk 
exultation. ^ 

« Sir vRoulk Doilly the founh," said the Pilgrím. 

^^ Saxon ako, atleast by the mother's side," con- 
tinued Cedric, who listened with the utmost eager- 
ness, and forgót, in part at least, his hatred to the 
Normans, in the common triumph of the King of 
England and his islanders. <^ And who was the ítfthí ' 
he demanded. 

*« The fifth was Sir Edwin Tumeham.*' 

*^ Genuine^ Saxon, by the sóul of Hengist!'* shout- 
ed Cedric — *''' And the sixthf" he continaed with 
eagemess — ^** how name you the sixth?" 

" The sixth," said the Palmer, after a pause, in 
which he seenied to recollect himself, ^* was a young 
knight of lesser renown and lower ránk, assumed intő 



thathonouraÉle company lesato aid their enierpme 
than to make up their niunbers— his nafüe dweUa 
not in my mcQiory." - ' 

^' Sir Palmer^'' said Sir Brian de Bois-Ouilbert 
scomfuUy, ^« this assumed. forgetfulhesa, after so 
much has been remetnbered, comes too late.to n&rve 
your purpose. I will myself teli the name o£ the knight 
before whoae lance'fortune and my horse's faiult oc- 
casioned my falling— it was the Knight of Ivanhoe; 
nor was there one of the six that, for his years had 
mol*e renown in arms.-— Yet this will I say, and 
loudly— that were he in England, and durst repeat, 
in this^week's tournament, the challenge of St* John 
de Acre, I mounted and armed as I now am, would 
give him every advantage of weapons and abide the 
result." 

** Yoiw challenge would be soon anawered," re- 
replied the. Palmer, " were your antagonistnearyou. 
As the matcer is, disturb not the peaceful hall with 
vaunts of the issue of a conflict, which you well Icnow 
can not take place. If Ivanhoe ever returns from 
Palestine^ I will be his surety that he meets you.*' 

^y A goodly security," said the knight Templai^; 
" and whar do you offer as a pledge?" 

*^ Tbis relíquary^" said the Palmer^ takijig a small' 
ivory box from his bosom, and crossifig himself, 
*^ containing a portion of the true crosa^brought from 
the monastery of Mount Carmel." 

The Prior of Jorvaulx cross(sd himself and re- 
peated a pater-noster^ in which all devoutly joined, 
excepting the Jew^the Mohammedans, and the Tem- 
plar, the latter of whom, witKout vailing his bonnet 
or testifying any reverence for the alleged sanctity of 
the relique, took from his neck a gold fhain, which 
he flung on the board, saying — ^^ Let Prior Aymer 
hold my pledge and that of this nameless vagruit^in 
tokén that whenthe Knight of Ivanhoe cőmes withki 
the four seas of Britain, he underlies the challenge of 
Brian de Bois-GuUbert^ which if he answers not, I 
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wlll prodaim hím as a coward on the walls of every 
Temple Court in Europc." 

^^ It will not necd," said the Lady Itowena, break- 
lűg sítence; ** Myvoice shall be heard, if no other 
in this hall is raised in behalf of the absent Ivanhoe. 
I afiirm he will mcct fairly eveiy honouraUe chal- 
lenge. Could my weak warratit and security to the 
inestimable pledge of this holy pilgrim, I would 
pledge námé and fame that Ivanhoe gives this proud 
knight the meeting he desires." 

A crowd of conflictingemotions seemed to have 
occupied Cedric, and kept him silent during this dis- 
cussion, Gratified pride^ reseiítment, embarrassment^ 
ehased each other over hís broad and open brow, 
liké the shadow of clouds drifting over a harvest- 
field; while his attendants, on whom the name ofthe 
sixth knight seemed to produce an eíFect almost elec- 
trícaU hung^ in saspense upon their master^s looks. 
But whenr Rowena spoke^ the sound of her voice 
seemed to startle him from his silence. 
. ** Lady," satd Cedric, ** this beseems nbt; were 
furthH* pledge necessary, I myself, offended, and 
justly offended, as I am, would yet gage my honour 
for the honour of Ivanhoe. But the wager of battle 
is complete, evén according to the fantastic fashions 
of Norman chivalry— Is it not, Father Aymer?" 

** It is," feplied the Prior; ** and the blessed re- 
lique and rich chain will I bestow safely in the trea* 
fiury of our convent, untíl the descision of this warlike 
challenge*" 

Havingthus spoken, he crossed himself again and 
again, and aher many genuflexions and muttered 
prayers, he deli vered the reliquary to brother Am« 
brose his attendant monk, while he himself swept 
vp with less ceremony, but perhaps with no less in- 
ternál satisfáction, the golden chain, and bestowed it 
in a pouch lined'with perfumed leather, which open 
cd under his arm; ** And now, Sir Cedric," he said, 
^ my ears are chiming vespera with the atrength of 
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yoor good wine--«*permit us another pledge to the 
welfare of the fair Lady Rowena, and induige U9 
with liberty to pass to our repose/' 

^^ By the rood of fironholme," said the Saxcm^ 
^« yoa do but small credit to your fame. Sir Prior; 
report speaks you a boncy monk, that would hear the 
matin chitne -ere he quitted his bowl; and, old aa I 
am, I feared to have shame in encountering you« 
B>it, by my faith, a Saxon boy of twelve, in my time, 
wbuld not so soon have relinquished his goblet« 

The Prior had his own reasons, however, for per- 
i severíng in the course^of temperance which he had 
adopted. He was not only a prtSfessional peace^ma- 
ker, but from practico a hater of all feuda and brawla. 
It was not altogether from . a lőve to his neighbour, 
or of himself, or from a mixture of both. On the 
present occasion he had an instinctive apprehension 
of the fiery temper of the Saxon^ and saw the danger 
that the reckless and presumptuous spirit, of which 
his companion had álready given so. many proofs, 
might at length end by prpducing somé disagreeable 
explosion* He therefore ^ently insinuated thevinca'* 
pacity of the natives of any other country engaging ia 
the genial conflict of the bowl with the hardy and 
strong^headed Saxons: something he mentioned, but 
s^ightly, ábout his own boly character, and ended by 
pressing his proposal to di^part to repose. 

The grace-cup was accordingly served round, and 
the guests,after making deep obeisance to their land« 
lord and to the Lady Rowena^ arose and m ingled in 
the hall, while the heads of the family, by separate 
dóors retired with their attendants. 

** Unbelieving dog," said the Templar to Isaac 
the Jew, as he passed him in the throng, ^ dóst thou 
bend thy course to the toirrnamentí" 

*^ I do so purpose," replied Jsaaq bowing in all 
humility, *^ if it please your reverend valour." 

** Ay^" said. the Knight, " to gnaw the bowels of 
our nobles with usury, and to guU women and boys 
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with gauds and toys— *I warrant thee st(H% of ahekels 
inthy Jcwish scrip." 

^^ Not a shekek, not a silver penny, not ahalfiing*— 
BO help me the God of Ábrahám!" said the Jew^ 
clasping his hands; ^* I go but to seek the assistance 
of 8ome brethren of my ttibe to aid me to pay the 
fine which the Exchequer of the Jews* have impo<^ 
sed upon me — Father Jacob be my speed!— -I am zxk 
impoveríshed wretch — the very gaberdine I wear is 
borrowed from Reaben of Tadcaster.'^ 

The Templar smiled sourly as he replied, " Be- 
áhrewn thee for a false-hearted liar!" and passing on 
ward, as if disdaining farther conference, he com- 
muned with his Moslem slaves in a language un^^ 
known to the by-standers. The poor Israelite seem- 
ed so staggered by the addressof the military monk, 
that the Templar had passed on to the extremity of 
the hall ere he raised his head.from thehumUe pos- 
tűre which he had assumed, so far as to be sensible 
of his departure. And when he did look around, it 
was with the astounded air of one at whose feet a 
thunderbolt has just burst, and who hears still the 
astounding report ringing in his ears, 

The Abbot and Prior were shortly after marshaU- 
ed to their sleeping apartments by the steward and 
the cup-bearer, each attendcd by two torch-bearers 
and two servants carr^ing refreshments, while sei^- 
vants of inferior condition indicated to their retinue 
and to the other guests their respective places of re* 
pose. 

* In thoae days the Je ws were subjected to an Exchequer^ ape- 
clally dedicated to tliat purposcy—L. T. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



To buy híflfavour I extend this fríendibip: 

U he wiU take it» so; if not tdteu; 

And for my love^ I pray you wrong me not 

MBrehmi qfVenie9, 

As the Palmer, Iighte$ \^y a domestic whh a torch, 
pást through the intncáte combination of apartments 
of this large and irregular manaion, the cup-bearer 
coming behind him whispered in his ear, that if he 
had no objection to a cup of good hiead in his apart* 
ment, thcre were many domestics in that fsimily who 
would gladly h«ar the news he had brQUfht from the 
Holy landf and particolarly that ifhich concemed the 
Knight of Ivanhoe. Wamba presently appeared to 
ürge the same request^ observing that a cup after mid- 
níght'was worth three after curfew. Without disput-s 
ing, the Palmer thanked them for their conrtesy, but 
observed üiat he had included in his religious vow, an 
^bligation^never to speak in tKe kitchen on ^natters 
which were prohibited in the hall. ^^ That vow," 
said Wamba to the cup-bearer, ** would scarce suit a 
serving-man," 

The cup-bearer shrugged his shoulders in dis- 
pleasure. ^^ I thought to have lodged him in the 
solere chamber, said he; ^^ but since he is so unso- 
cial to ChristianS) e'en let him take. thé next stall to 
Isaac the Jew's-— Anwold," said he to the torch- 
bearer, ** carry the Pilgrim to the southern celL-— I 
give you gooá night," he added, '' Sir Palmer, with 
small thanks for short cóurtesy." 
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" Good night, and our'Lady's benison," said thc 
Palmer, with composure, and his guide moved for 
ward. 

In a small anti-chamber, intő which several doors 
opened, and which was Jighted by a small irón lamp^ 
they met a second interroption írom the waiting-maid 
of Rowena, who sayingin a tone of authority) that 
her mistress desired to speak with the Pilgrim, took 
the íorch f rom the hand o£ Anwold, and, bidding^ 
him await her retum, made a sígn tó the Palmer to 
foUow. Apparently he, did not think it proper to de- 
cline tbis invitation as he had done the former; for, 
though his gesture indicated somé surprise at ^the 
summons, he obeyed it without answer or remoa-* 
strauce. 

A short passage, and an ascent of seven steps, each 
of which was composed of .a solid beam of oak, led 
him to the apartment of the Lady Rowena, the rude 
magnificence of which corresponded to the respect 
which was paid to her by the lord of the mansiont» 
The _waU3.1»:ere_covered with Jamhroidered hangínga, 
on which diffetent coloured silk^ interwoven with 
gold and-silver threads, had been employed with all 
the art of which the age was capable, to represent 
the sports of hunting and hawking. The bed was 
adorned with the same rich tapeatry, and surroonded 
with curtains dyed with purple« The seat had abo 
their afiained coverings, and one, which was highef 
than the rest, was accommodated with a footstool of 
ivory, curiously carved. ^ 

No less thán four síi ver candelabrass, holding gréat 
waxen torches, served to illuminate this apartment* 
Yet let not modern beauty envy the inagnilicence of 
a SasLon princess. The walls of the apartment were 
60 ill finished and so full of crevices, that the rich 
hangings shook to the nigijit blast, and, in despite of 
a sort of screen iatended to protect them from the 
wind, the'flame of the'torches streamed sideways 
intő the air, liké the unftirled pennoa of a chieftain. 
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Magnificence there was, with somé rude attempt at 
taste; but of comfort there was little, and, being tm« 
ktíown, it was unmissed* 

The Lady Rowená, with three of her attendants 
standing at her back, and arranging her hair ere she 
iay downto rest, was seated in the sort of throne 
already mentioned, and looked as íf bom to ezact 
generál homage. The Pilgrim acknowledged her 
claim to it by a low gepiiflexion. 

" Rise, Palmer," said she, graciously. ** The de*- 
fender of the absent has a ríght to favourable recep- 
tion from all who value truth, and honour manhood*'^ 
She thtea said to her train, ** Rétire excepting only 
Elgttha; I woukL speak with this holy Pilgrim." 

The maidens, without leaving the apartment, reA> 
tired to its farther extremity, and sat down on a smaJl 
bench against the wall, where they remained mute as 
statues, though at such a dístance that their whispers 
could BOt liave interrupted the conversation oí their 
nistress. 

^ «^ Pilgrim," said the Lady, after a moment's pause, 
during which she seemed uncertain how to address 
him; ** you this night mentioned a name— I mean/^ 
ishe said with a sort of eiFort, ^« the nanie of Ivanhoe, 
in the halls were by nature and kindred it should 
have sounded most acceptably; and yet, such is the 
perverse course of fate, that of many whose hearts 
must have throbbed at the sound, I only dare ask you 
where, and in what condition, you left him of whom 
you spokef — ^We heard, that, having remained ixi 
Palestine, on account of his impaired health, after 
the departure of the English army, he had expe^ 
rienced the persecution of the French taction, to whom 
the Teniplars are known to be attached." 

** I know little of the Knight of Ivanhoe"' answer- 
ed the Palmer, with a troabled voice. **> I would I 
knew him better, sinco^ ^ou, lady are intereated m 
his fate. He hath, I believe, surmounted the persc^ 
oution of his enemies in Palestine, and is on the eve 
8* 
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of retaroing to England, where you^lady must kaow 
better than I, wh^it is his chaQce of happiness." 

The Lady Rowena 8Ígheddeeply,anda8ked^norc 
particularly when the Kntght pf Ivanboe mlght be 
expected in his native^country^and whether he would 
not be exposed to great dangers by the.road« On thc 
£r8t point, the Palmer professed ignorance; on the 
second, he said that the voyage might be safely made 
by the way of Venice and Genoa, and from thence 
through Francé to England. *^ f vanhoe," he said, 
^^ was so well acquainted with the language and man^ 
jiers of the French, that tbeir was no fear of his in- 
curring any hazárd durtng thkt part of his travels.*' 

*' Would, to God," said the Lady Rowena, " he 
were here safely arrived, and abie to bear arms in 
the approaching toumey, in which the chivalry of 
this land are expected to display tbeir address. and 
valour. Should Athelstan^ of Coningsburgh obtain 
the prize, Ivanboe is liké tá hear evil tidiogs when 
hereaches.£ngland« How looked he, stranger, when 
you last saw himf Had disease laid her hand heavy 
tipon his strength and comelinessr' 

*^ He was darker," said the Palmer, ^^and thinner, 
than when he came from C3rprus in the train of Cceur- 
de-Lion, and care seemed to sit heavy on his brow; 
but I approachéd not his presence, because he is un* 
known to me«" 

" He will," said the lady, " I fear, find little in his 
aative land to clear tfaose clouds from his caunte- 
oance. Thanks, good Pilgrim, for your information 
conceming the companion of my childhood. Mai- 
dens," she said, ^^ draw near — offer the sleeping qup 
to this h<>ly majd) whoni I will no longer detain from 
repose.'* 

One of the maidens presented a silvcr cup, con- 
taining a rich mixture of wine and apice, wbich Raw* 
..ena barely put to her lipsé It was then offered to 
the Palitier, who, afur a low obeisance^ tasted a fev 
drops. 



^ ^^ Aecept thb alms, friend," contiihied tbc lady 
oíFering a piece of gold, ^^ in acknowledgmeot of thy 
pamful travel, add of the shrínes tbou hast vished.'' 
, The palmer^accepted tbe lx>on with another km 
reverence^ and foUowed £ígitha out of tbe apart* 
ment* 

In the antí-ropm he found his^ attendant Anwold^ 
who taking the torch from the hand of the waítkig- 
maid, conducted hím with more haste tban cpremony 
/ to an exteriőr and ignoUe part, of the building, where 
a number of small apartments, or rather cella, sérved^ 
for sleeping places to the lower order crf* domestics^ 
and to strangers of mean degrée. 

*^ la which of these aleeps the Jew!" said the PU* 
grini* 

*^ The unbelieving dog," answered Anwold, *^ kei»- 
nels in the cellnext your holiness. St. Dunatan, how 
it must be scraped and cleanaed ere it be again fit for 
a Chriatian!'^ 

^^ And where aleeps Gurth the awinefaerd?" said 
he. 

"Gurth," replied the bondainan, " aleeps in the cell 
om your right, as the Jew on that lo your left; yoa 
sérve to keep the child of circumcbion aeparate from 
the abófliination of hia tribe. You might fiave octupiw 
ed a more honourabie place had you^ accepted of Oa* 
wald's invitation. 

" It is well ás it is," aaid the Palmer; " the.com« 
pany, evcn-of a Jew, can hardlyspread contamifiaticm 
through an oaken partition." 

Sosaying, he entered the cabin allotted to him^ 
and takíng the torch from the domestic's fómd, thank* 
ed him and wished him a good nig^t. Having shut the 
door of his celU he placed the torch in a candlestick 
made of wood, and looked around his sleeping apárt- 
ment the fúrniture of which was of the most simple 
kind* It consisted of a rude wooden stóol, and atiU . 
rader batch dvbed-trame, stuffied with dean straw, 
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and accominodated with two or three Bheep's skins by 
way of bed-dothcs. , 

The Palmer, having extinguished his torch, threw 
himself, without taking off any part of his> clothes, 
pn thís rude coach, and slept, or at least retained hia 
recumbent posture, until the earliest sunbeams found 
their way through the little grated window, which 
sérved at oace to adtnít both' air and light to hís un- 
comfortable cell. He then started up, and after re-^ 
peating his matins, and adjustíng his dress, he left it^ 
and entered that of Isaac the Jew, lifting the latch as 
gently as he could, 

The inmate was lying in troubled slumber upon a 
couch similar to tháton which the .Pakner himself 
had passed the night. Such parts of his dress as tke 
Jew had laid aside on the preceding evening, were 
disposed carefuHy around his persoa, as if to prevent 
the hazárd of their being ahstracted durínghis sk^m* 
bers. There was a trouble on his brow amnuntkig 
almost to agony. His hands and arms moved con- 
vulsively, as if struggling with the night-mare; and 
besides several ejaculatións in Hebrew, the following 
were distinctly heard in the Norman-EngUsh, or 
mixed language of the country, ^^ Por the sake of 
the God of Ábrahám, spare an unhappy old roah! I 
. am poor, I am pennyless-^shouldyour irpns wrench 
my limbs asunder, í could not gratify you!/ 

The Paltíier awaited not the end of the Jew's vi- 
sion, tiut stirred him with his pilgrim's staif. The 
touch probably associated, as is usuaU with somé of 
the apprehensions excited by his dream; for the old 
man started up^ his gray hair standing almost erect 
upon his head, and huddling somé part of his gar* 
"ments about him^ while he held the detached piéces 
with the tenacious graap of a falcon, be hxtd upott 
the Palmer his keen black eyes' expressive of wüd 
surprise and of bodily apprehension." 

^^ Fear notbing from me, Isaac," aaid die Palmer, 
^ X come as your friend." 
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*< The God of í&rael requtte you," sftid die Jewv 

Eeatly relieved. ^^ I dreained--^but Father Ábra* 
m be^praised, it was but a dream." Tben coUect- 
ing himself, he iidded in his usual tone, ^^ And whaC 
may it be your pleasure to want at ao early an hour 
with the poor Jcw?" 

*^ It ia to teli you," said the Palmcr," " that if you 
leave not tbis mansion instantly, and travel not with 
nie haste, your joufney may prove a dangerous 



** Holy Father," said the Jew, " whom could it in- 
terest to endanger so poor a wretch as I áím?" 

*^ The purpose you can best guess," said the P^U 
grim: *Vbut rely on this, that when the Templar 
crosaed the hall yesternight, he spoke to his MusseU 
man slavea in the Saracen language, which I well ün« 
derstand, and charged them tbis moming to watch 
the journey of the Jew,. tó sieze upon him when at 
a convenient distancé írom the mansion, and to con» 
duct him to the castle of Philip de MalvoÍ8Ín,or to 
thát of Reginald Front4e-B(£uf," 

It is imposslble to describe the i^jEtremity of terror 
which seized upon the Jew at this informatíon, and 
seemed atoiice to overpower his whole facuUies. His 
arms feli down to his sides, and his bead dropped on 
his breast, his knees bent under his weight, every 
nerVe and muscle of his frame seemed to collapse and 
lode its energy, and he sunk at the foot of the Palmer, 
not in the faíÉrhion of one who intentionally stoops, 
kneels orprostrates himselfto excite compassion, but 
liké, a man bome down on all sides by the pressure of 
somé invisible force which crushes him to the earA 
without the power of resistance. 

^^ Holy God of Ábrahám!" wasrhis first exclama* 
tion, folding and elevating his wrinkled hands, but 
without raising his gray head from the pavement; 
'^ Oh! holy Moses! O! blessed Aaron! the dream 
is not dreamed fornaught^ and fhe visioh cometh not 
in vain! I feel their irons already tear my sinewa! I 
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feel the rack pasa over my body liké the sawa and 
harrowB and axes of irón over the men of Rabbah and 
of the cities of the children of Ammon!" 

'^ Stand up, Isaac, and h^ricen to me," said the 
PaTmer, who viewed the extremity of his distress 
with a compassion ín which contempt was largely 
mingbd; *^ you have cause for your terror, consider- 
ing how your brethren have been used, in order to 
extort from tUem their hoards, both by princes and 
iiobles; but stand up, I say, and I will point out to 
you the means of escape. Leave this mansion in- 
stantly, whiie its inmates sleep sound after the last 
night's revei. I wiU guide you by the secret paths 
of die iorest, known as well to me as to any fbrester 
that ranges it, and I will not leave you till yöu arc 
under safe conduct of somé chief or báron going to 
the toumament, whose good wiU you have probably 
the means of »c«urijag." 

As the earsvof Isaac received the hopes of escape 
nphich this speech intíiiígted, he began gradually, and 
incb by inch as it were, to raise himseif up from the 
ground, until h« ttáriy rcsied upon his knees, throw- 
mg bacLhis long gray hair and beard, and fixing his 
keenbl^ck eyes upon the Paimer's face, with alook 
expressive at once of hope and fear, not unmingléd 
with suspicion. But when he heard the concluding 
part of the sentence, his originál terror appeared to 
revive in full force, and he (kopt once more on his 
face exclaiming, ^^I possess the means of securing 
good will! ^las! there is but one road to the fávour 
of a Christian, and how can the poor Jew find it, 
whom extortions have already reducedtothemisery 
of l«azaru8?" Then, as if suspicion had overpowered 
his other feelings, he suddenly exclaimed/^ For the 
lőve of God, young man, betray me^iot— for the sake 
of the great Father who made us all, Jew as well as 
Gentile, Israelite and Ishmaelite-r-do menő treason! 
I have not means to secure the good- will of aChris- 
tian beggar, where he rating it at a single penny." 



As he saíd these last words, he raised himself md 
grasped the Palmer's mande with a look of the most 
eamest entreaty. The pilgrím extrícated himself, as 
if there were contamination in the touch. 

" Wert thou loaded with all die wealtti of thy 
tríbe," he said^ ^ what interest have I to injure thee? 
—In this dress I am vowed to poverty, nor do I 
•change it for aught savé a hor^ and a coat of mail. 
Yet think not that I care for thy company, or pro» 
pose myself advantage by it; remsnn here if thoa 
Dirilt — Cedric the Saxon may protect thec."' 

" Alas!** said the Jew, " he will not let me travel . 
in his train — Saxon br Norman will be equally 
ashamed of the poor Israelite; and to trável by my« 
aelf through the domains of Philin de Malvoisin 
^d Reginald Front de-BGeuf—-Good youth, I willgo 
with you!*-Let lis haste— let us gird up our loins— • 
let US flce!— Here is thy stafT, why wilt thou Urry?*' 

*' I tarry not," said the Pilgrim, giving way to the 
urgency of his compassion; ^^ büt I must secure the 
means of leaving this place — foUow mc*" 

He led the way to the ádjoining ceü^ whieh, as the 
reader is apprised, was occupied by Gurth the swine« 
herd. " Arisé, Gurth," said the Pilgrim '' undo the" 
postem gate, and let out the Jew and me. 

Gurth, whose occupatioo, though now held so mean, 
gave hím as much consequence in Saxon England as 
that óf Eumseus in Ithaca, was oiFended at tne fami« 
liar smd commanding tone assumed by the Palmet. 
*^ The Jew leaving Rothcrwood," said he, raising 
bímself on his elbow, and looking superciliously at 
bim without quitting his paliét, ^* and traveiling in 
compaoywith the Palmer lo boot"-: ^ 

*' I should as ,soon have dreamt," said Wamba,. 

vho entered the apártment at the instant, ^^ of his 

stealing away with a gammon of bacon." 

. ^^ Nevertheless," said Gurth, again laying down 

his head on.the wooden log, which served him for a> 
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)>Ulow, ^^ both Jew and Gentile most be coBfeent to 
9bide the opening of the great gate — we suffer jio 
visiters to depart by* stealth at these imseasonable 
hours." 

^ Neveitheless,'' $aidthe Pilgrim, in a command- 
xng tone, ^* you wiU not, I think, refuse me that fa- 
voun" 

. So saying, he stooped oVer the bed of the recum- 
bent 8wine-herd, and whispered something in his ear 
in Saxom Gurtb started up aarif electrified. The 
Pilgrim, raising his finger in an attitűdé as ií to ex- 
pre88 cautiqn, added, ^* Guth beware— thou art wont 
^ to be prudent, I say undo the postern-^thou shalt 
know more anon." 

Wiih hasty alacrity Gurth obeyed him, whilé Wam- 
ba and the Jew followed^ both wonderíng at the sud« 
den change in the 8wine<>herd*s demeanour. 

** My mule, my mulc," said the Jew as soon as they. 
stood/without the postem* , 

" Fetch him his mule," said the Pilgrira; " and^ 
hearest thou, — ^let me have another, that I may bear 
hím company till he beyond these parts — I wiU re* 
tum it safely to somé of Cedríc'9 train at Ashby. 
and do thou" — ^he wispered the rest in Gurth's 
ear. 

" Willingly, most willingly shall it be donc," said 
Gurtbt and instimtiy departed to execute the comr 
mission. 

, *^ I wish I knew," said Wamba, when his comrade's 
back was tumed, ^^ what you Palmers learn in the 
HolyLand,'' ' 

" To say our prayers, fool," answered the Pilgrim^ 
*< to repent our sins, and to mortify ourselvea wt^h- 
ütBÜngy vigilSf and long prayers." 

Something more potent than that,^' answered the 
Jester; " for when would ref>entance or prayer make 
Gurth cjo a courtesy , or fastmg or vigil persuade him 
ID lead you a muie.^— I trow yoű mighta& well have 
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and woUldst have gotten as civil aa aoawcn" 

^ €kr to,'> stiM th4^ Klgrím, ^ ^iiduait imt a Sáson 
fool." 

.»« 'nmu s^y'at wttl^'^ ftáid che J458ter$ «^had I Mea 
born a Norman, "as 1 4íhink thou art, I would ha)iijip 
'had luck on íny 8Í<k^ and been next éoor to a wiae 
fnaoi" , / 

Át Ihid moment Ounti ^ippearod on tbe oppoaius 
a(de of the moat with tbe füules. The traveUers cross- 
ed tlie dit^ upon a duaw-'blidge of oaljr two plankb 
bpeadili, the Harrowtiess of wlnch ^as matcih«d with 
the straitness of the postern, atíd with a Kttle wicket in 
%be exteriőr palvsade, which gave aicósss to the ^foiiest. 
-No soctoter had they f oached the Mirfes, tben tbc j€W, 
with'hiaAty and tl«nibUn|r hamds, secnred típon tht 
saddle a scnati'bag'of blúe buckram^ w.hich he took 
from undér hts eloak, containing, as he mntterell, *^ a 
<:hange of raiment^-'^nly a chaáge of raiment." ThM 
getting tipon the am«ial with more sásicrity and hastd 
-than cofuld have b^en anticipated from his yeatts, he 
lost nó'time in so dísposing the skirts of hisgaberdine 
as to conceal tompletely froni obsorvation the burdeH 
which he had th^is exposed eri jcroupe^ 

The Pilgritn mountéd witf) more ddiberatíoo, 
reaching, a$ he departed, his hand to Gurth, who kiss^ 
ed íttvith the utmost possible veneration. The sWine- 
herd stood gazing af ter tbc travellers untilthey were 
lost finder the boughs of the forest path, when he was 
disturbed from his revcrie by t^e voice of Wainba. 

"** Knowest, thou," said the Jestér,' " my good^iend 
Garth,that thou art strangely courteous an4tno9ti]n» 
wootedly pious on thís summer morning — ^I would I- 
were a black Prior or a barefootPalmer, to avaÜmy^ 
setf of thy unwonted zcal and coartesy — certea I 
wonld make more out pf it than a kiss of the hand^^ 

** Thou árt ^lo foolthus far, Wamba," answered 
Gurth, ** «hoü arguest from appearance, and the 
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. wísest jof U8 do DO more-^Bat it is úmt (or as te lo<»k 
after ray charge*" 

So saying, he turnéd back to the mansion^ i^tended 
by the Jestcr. 

Meanwhile the travéllefa cODtíiBiied to press on their 
journey with a despatch which argued the extremky o£ 
the Jew's fears, sínce perscms at his age are 5cldom 
fond of rapid motion. The Palmer, to whom everjr 

Eth and outiét in the wood appeared to be familiar, 
1 the way through the most de vious paths, ^nd more 
than once excited anew the suspicion of the Israelite, 
that he iotended to betray him intő somé ambuscade 
of his enemies. 

His doubts might have beeu iúde^dpardoned; for 
except perhaps the.iying fisfa, there was no race ex- 
istiog on the earth, in the air, or the wáters, who 
ivére the object of such an unintermitting, genend, 
and relentless persecution ás the Jewa of this period* 
Upon the slightest and most unreaionaUe preteaces, 
as well as iipon accusations the most absurd and 
grounídless, their pérsons and property were exposed 
to every tum of pepular fury; for Norman, Saxon, 
' tDane, and Briton, however ad verse these racres were 
to each other, contended which should look with 
greatest detestation upon a people, whoro it was ac- 
counted a point of religion to haté, to revile,^to de- 
spise, to plunder, and to persecute. The kings of die 
Norman race, and the Independent nohles, who fol- 
lowed their exaniple in allacts oftyranny^maintained 
against this devoted people a persecutiodoí a more rer 
gular, calculated^andself-interestedkind. Itisawell- 
knownstory of king John, that he coniined a wealthy 
Jew in oneof the royal castles, and daily causedonec^ 
iiis teeth to be tom out, until, when the jaw of the un- 
happy Israelite washalf disfumished, he consented to 
to pay alarge sum, which it was the tyrant's object to 
extort from him* The little ready money Which was 
in the country was chiefly in possession of this perse- 
cuted people, and the nobility hesitated not.to íbUov 
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tlie exftmple öf their 8ovéreigo« in writhing it fíx>iii 
them by every species of oppressíiMa, and even4)er«' 
sonal toitttre. Yet the passive courage insptred by 
the lőve of gain induced the Jews to dare the vartouB 
evils to whích they.were subjected, in consideration 
of the immense pro&ts which they were enabied to 
realiae in a country oaturally so wealthy as Eng^and. 
In spiteof every species of discouragement^ and evén 
ofaspecial court of tasation, called the Jew's Ex* 
chequer, erected for the very pi^rpose of despoiling 
and distressing them, the Jews increased, nmlti{4ied« 
and accumitlated huge sums, which they transferred 
from one hand to axiother by means of bilis of ex* 
change — an invention for which commerce is said to 
be indebted to them, and which enabied them to 
transfer their wealth from land to land, that when 
threatened with oppression m one country, their 
treasure might be secured in another. 

The obstinacy and avarice of the Jews beingj thus 
in a measure placed in opposition to the fanaticism 
aűd tyranny oí those under whom they lived, seemed 
as it were tx> increase in proportion to the penecu- 
tion with which they were visited; and the immense 
weajith they usually acquired in commerce*, while it 
frequently placed them in danger, was at other timea 
used to extend their influence, and to secure to them 
a certain degree of pro^ction. On these terítés they 
li ved, and thf ir character, influenced accordingly, was^ 
watchfúl, suspicious, and timid— yet obstinate, un- 
conaplyingandskilfuí in e vading the dangers to which 
they were exposed. 

When the travéllers had pushed on at a rapid rate 
through many devious paths, the Palmer at length 
hroke sílence. 

** That large decayed oak," he said, " marks the 
houndaries over which Front-de-Boeuf claims autho* 
rity— w^ are Iqng siiice far from those of Malvoisin. 
There is now no fear of puisuit. 
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•« May tfae wheete of theirchariofs be tdcea offJ* 
sald (he Jew« ^^ liké those of the hőst of Phamoh; that 
th^y may dríve heavily!«^But leave me not, good 
PHgrífm — ^l^hink but of that íierce and savage Temr 
plar, with his Saracen slaves— they will regard neither 
teititory, nor maiior, nor lordship," * 

** Our road/' sAíd the Palnier, ^ ahould here se* 
parated; fof it beseems riöt men of my character and 
thiné to travel together longer thafi needs muai be» 
'Beftidea what succour couldst thou havt from me, ú 
p«aceful Ptlgrím, against two arnied heathens^' ' 

" O good youth," answered the /ew, ** thou canst 
defend nie, and I know thou wouldst. Poor as I ani^ 
I will requite ít— *not with money, for nioney,v so fadp 
me my Father Ábrahám, I ha ve nőne — but*^— " 

** Money and recompense," saíd the PalmeHnter- 
rupting him, ** 1 have already said I require not of 
thee. Guide thee í can; and it may be,' evén defend 
thee; since to protect a Jéw again«t a Sar^iceh, can 
scarce be accounted unirorthy of a Christiam. Theré* 
főre, Jew, I will see thee safe under somé fitting és* 
cort* We are now not far from the town of Sheffield^ 
whe^e thou mayest easily find many of thy tribe with 
whöra tö take rcfuge." 

"The blessing% of Jacob be upon thee, good 
youth?" said the Jew, " in Sheffield I can harbour 
with my kinsman Zareth, ^nd find somé means of 
travelling forth with safety." 

•« Be it 80," said the Palmer, " at Sheffie^ then we 
párt, and half an^ hour's riding will bring us in sight ' 
of that town." 

The half hour was spént in perfect silence ofi both 
parts; tlie Pilgrim perhaps disdaining to. address the 
Jew, except in case of absolute necessity, and the 
Jew hot presumihg to force a conversation with a 
person, whose joumey to the Holy Sepukhre gave a 
,sort oPaanctity tö his character. They páused on 
the top of a gently rising bank^ and the Piígrim 
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pointing to the towa of Sheffield, which lay beneath 
them, repeated the words, ^*' Here then we paru" 

^^Nottillyoa lm ve had the poor Jew's tbanks,'' 
said Isaac; ^^ §or I pr^sume not to a«k you to go 
with.meto my kÍQ$man Zareth's, wbo mighi aid tOG 
wuh somé means of repayiag your good offices." 

" I have already said," ánswered the Pilgrim, *' that 
I desire no recompense. . If^ among the huge list of 
thy debtors, thou wUt for my sake^spare the gyves 
and the dungeon to somé unhappy Christian wbo. 
ataadis in thy danger, I ^11 hdd tbis moroing's ser- 
vice tó tbee well bestowed." 

^^ Stay, stay," said the Jew, layiog hold of his gar- 
msent; ^^something would I do more than this, somé* 
thing for thyselí*-«*God knows the Jew is poor — yes. 
laaac is the beggar of his tribe — but forgive me 
should I guess what thou most lackest at tbis mo- 
flient." 

** If thou wert to guess truly,'' said the Palmer, " it 
is what thcKi canst not supply, wert thou as wealthy as 
thou say'at thou art poor." 

** As I.say?" echoed the Jew: " Oh! believe it, I 
say but the truth; I am a plundered, indebted, dia* 
tressed man. Hard hands bave wruog from me my 
goods, my mooey, my ships, and alI that I possessed. 
Yet I can teli thee what thou lackest and it may be, 
supply it too. Thy wish evén now is for a borsé and 
armour*", 

The Palmer jtaT^d, and tumed suddenly towards 
.the Jew:— "What fiend prompted thatguess^' said 
he hastily. ' 

** No matter," said the Jew, smiling ** thougb it be 
a true one — and as I can guess thy want, so l cau . 
supply it," . 

" But consider," said the Palm^r^ ** my character, 
mydfess, my vow." 

**1 know yoa Christians/' replied the Jew, "and 
that th« aoUeat:of yoa will take the staff and sand^ 



in mperpüAúns p^nstnct^ imd witt atfoelt to visitJdie 
gravea ói d«id <i^n." -? - 

^< Blafiphemé i<iot, JeM^,'' «Aid ih^ Pügrim stemtjr. 

Büt thei'e di'^pt wórdd írom you ii^^ night and th» 
xnortimg^ tlmt, tiké sj^arks ffom flint^ tib&wed. úm 
jnetal 'witliiti; ftnd in the. l>o8om oi thot Pmláier's 
^írn, Í8 hkldeti a knight*« chain ood spun x>f gókL 
They glan(;ed ifö you sCdöped ovtr my bed in dio 
ínornlng." 

The Pügrim eotdd not forbeár smiling. ^ IVíere 
thy garments searched by as curíous an eye, I^aaqií" 
Báid he, ^^ what discoveríes might not be maidéi' 

** No more of thát,'? ^aid the J« w, chaagiiig colouri 
tmd drawing fonh his writlng mateiials in has te, as 
tf to 8top the conversation, he began to write upon n 
fiecc of paper wfeich he supportedon the top of his 
vellow capf without dismounting írom his mtile, 
When lie had finished, he delivered the.scroll, whlch 
/was in the Hebrew character, to the pilgrím, saynig^ 
l^ In the town of Leicester all men know die xidi 
few, Kirgath Jairam of Lombary; gke lihn this 
iscroll-— he has on sale six Milán hatnesiíes^ the ilrorat 
Woűld stiit a crowned head — ^ten goodly sleeds, die 
"vyotst might mount a king were he to do battle for 
his throne. Of these he will givethee thy chokre, vrith 
^very thing else that can furnish thee forth for the 
tournament: iivhen it is over, thou wilt retarn them 
jsafelj— uöless thou sbouldst ha ve werewith to pay 
ilieir value to the owner." 

" But, Is^ac," said the Pilgrim^ smiling, " dóst 
%höu kiiow that in these sports the arms an^ steed of 
^hc knight Vho is unhorsed are forfeít to his victor? 
Now I may be unfortunate:, and so lose 'ívhat I caa 
•áot replace or i-cpay.'' 

The Jew looked somewhat astoűnded pt tbispos^ 
%ibility : but coUecting his courage, he repUed has- 
^ily, '*No— no — no-^It is imppssiblé— I wUl íiot 
ihink so* The blessing of^bur Fatbér v^ill be upon 
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thee. Tby lance wiU be powerful as tfae rod of 
Moses." 

So saying, he was turning his mule's head away, 
when the Palmer in bis tam, took, hold of his ga« 
berdine. . ^ Nay , .but Isaac, thou knówest not ail the 
risk. The steed may be vlaín, the armour injured— 
for I will spare neither horse nor man. Beaides, those. 
of tby tríbe give nothii^ for nptb^ilig; something, there . 
must be paid for tbeir ua^/' 

The Jew twisted y i^self in bis saddle liké a xn^a 
in a fit of the choiic; Imi! fai8 bcftter feeiaags .predoqii* 
xiated over tfaoae üriiich i^eve most ÜMmiUar to tímf 
^ I care not," tie ^ennd, ^^ I care iiot«-4cft onr oo. If 
there is damage, it wÚl ceat y^oa &oiiiíng«^lf %eiie ia 
usage mooey, Kirgath Jairim wifH forgive it'ibr Jie* 
sadce of líis kiiísman Isaac* Faíre tlve ií^éU!*^¥et 
]3a.rk thee, good ybuth," said he, turning about, 
*^ tbrust thyself ^ot too forwárd intő this vain huriey 
buriey— 1 speák not for endangering the steed, and 
coat of araoour, but £c>r che sake of thine own life and 
limbs.'' 

. ^' Gramerc]^ for xhf caution,'' saíd the iPálmer, 
9gain amiling; «^ I ívUl use tby courtesy frankly, and 
it vf\ll gb hwd with me but I will requite iK^^ 

They partéd, and took di&reat roada for the towtl 
of Sbeffield. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Kiiigbtfl, with ft long retináé of their squirei» 

In ^udyliveries march.and qttuntnAttires; 

One laced the helnn, another held the lance, 
.' Jk tbirdthe shkiínpbnclderdidadvanec. 
. Tbe oounef paw'd the groand witb rettleta Hét, 

• .And morting fbrai'd and chamM tbe goldenbit. , ; ^ 
'" . The amítha and annouren on palfreya ride, 

' Pilet in tbeúr banda^ and haminen at tbeir side; 

• And natla forlooeen'd spears, and tbonga for shielda provide* 
The yeoman guard tbe streets in seemly banda;. 

And clowns coine crowding on, witb cudgels in tbeir banda. 

Paiamon and Arcite, 

The condition of the English nation was at this tmé 
spfficiexitly .miserable. King Richárd was absetic a 

{risoner, and in the pówer of the perfidious and cruel 
)uke of A ustria. E ven the very place of his captiviíj^ 
was uncertaín, and his fate but veiy impeffectfy knowa 
tothe gcncrality of his subjects, who were, in the mean 
time, a prey to evéry species of subajternoppression. 
Prihce John,^ in league with Philip of Francé 
.Tlichard's mortal enemy, was using every species of 
influence with the Duke of Austria, to prolong the 
captivity ot his brother Richárd, to whom he stood 
indebted for so many favoars. In the mean time he 
was strengthening his faction in the kingdom, of 
wbich he proposed to dispute the succession, in case 
of the king's death, with the legitimate heir, Artbur 
Duke of Brittany, son of Geoffi'ey Plantagenet, thé 
elder brother of John. Thi^ usurpation, it is well 
known, he afterwards eifected. His own character 
being light, profligate, and perfidious. John easily 
atuched to his person and taction, not oniy att Who 
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hád reatón té dread tbe resiíQtiBe&t of Richárd for 
proceeditig9 durmg his absence, buC ako the nunier* 
Ottsclassjof ^4awle88 resolutes," whom tbe coraades 
had turnéd back oo their country, accoiii}>lisbed in the 
vices of the east, impoverished insubstance, and har« 
dened ín cbaracter, and wfao placeÜ tbeir hopes of 
harvest in civil commotion. 

To these cauaes of pubUc distre^a and apprehen* 
sion^ fali to be added the multitude of outlaw9, nvho^ 
driven f o despair by the oppressson of the feudal no- 
bUity^ and the se vére exercise of the forest lawa^nded 
^ together in large gangs, and keeping poasesaioi^ of the 
' föresta-and tbe tvastes, aet at defiaace the iustice and 
magiartracy of the country. The nobles tnemselves^ 
each Ibrtified within hís own caadé, and playing the 
petty soverdgn over his owti domains, were the lead- 
ers of bands scarce less lawless and oppressive than 
' those of the avowed depredators. To maintain these 
retiúners, and to support the lextravagance and mag- 
nificence which their pride induced them to affect^ 
the nolúlity borrowed sums of money froin the Jews 
at the moat usurious interest, U'hichgnawed intő their 
eatates liké consuming cankers, acarce to be cured 
uokss when circuinatances gave tfaera an opportuni- 
ty of getting free by extrcising upon their creditörs 
somé act of unprincipled violence* 

Under the various burdens imposed by this un- 
bappy State' ofaffairs, the people of England suiFered 
deepfy for the present, and had more dreadful cause 
to fear for the future. To augment their misery, a con- 
tagiotts disorder of a dangerous nature spread tbrough 
the Ismd; and rendered more virulent by the unclean- 
ness, the indifferent food, and the wretched lodging 
of the loWer claases, swept off many whose fate the 
survivors wer^ tempted to envy, as exempting them 
ftom the evils wbidi ívére to come. 

Yet amid these accumulated distresses, the poor as 

well as the rich, the vulgar as well as the noble in the 

• eveQt of a toumamenty which^wa^ the grand apectacle 
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of thát age, felt as mach interest as the hatf-fttaivéd 
Citizen o? Madrid, vho has not a reál left to buy pro* 
visions for his family, feels in the issiie of a buU-féaat. 
Neither duty nor infirmity could keep youth ^ age 
frotnsuch exhibitions. ThePassageoiArms^asitwas 
called, which was totakfs place at Ashby, in the coun* 
ty of Leicester, as champions of the íirst renown were 
to take the iield in the presence of Prince John him-* 
aelf, ¥^ho was expected to grace the lists, had attract- 
ed universal attention, and an immense confluence 
of persona of all ranks hastened upon the appoinied 
moming to the place of combat. 

The scene was singularly romantic. On the vergeof 
a wood which approached to within a mile of the 
town of Ashby, was an extensive meadów of the finest 
and most beautiful green turf, surrounded on one side 
Jby the forest, and fringéd on the other by straggUng 
oak trees, somé of which had grown to an immense * 
size. The ground, as if fashioned on purpose for the 
martial display which was intended, sloped gradual^- 
ly down on all sidesto a levél bottom, which was en« 
elesed for the lists with strong palisades^ förmed a 
space of a quarter of a mile in length, and about half 
as broad« The form was square, savé that the cor^ 
ners were considerably rounded off, in order to aiford 
more con%'enience for the spectators, The openings 
for the entry of the combatants weré at the no^thren 
and southem extremities of the lists^ accessible by 
strong wöoden gates^ eacb wide enough to admit two 
horsemen riding abrcast« At eachof these portalswere 
* stationtd two heralds, attended by six trinnpets, as 
many persuivants, and a strong body of men-aít-arms 
for maintainíng order, and asccrtaining the quality 
ot the knights who proposed to engage in this mar* 
tial game. . 

On a platform beyond the southem entrance, förmed 
by á natural «;lev4tion of the gronnd, were pitched 
five magnificent pavilions, adorned with peonotia 
of russet and black^ the cbosea coloiu: of the five 
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kiiights cliallengers. The cords of the tents were of 
X the same colour. Before cach pavilion was suspend- 
ed the shidd of die kníght by whom it was occupied, 
ami beside it stood his squire^ quaintly disguised aft 
a'savage or sylvan man, or ia somé other faotastic 
dress according to the taste of his master^ and the 
character which he was pleased to asaume during the 

Eme. The central pavilion, as the place of honour, 
d been asstgned to Brían de Bois-Guilbert^ whose 
renown, in ali games of chivalry, no less than his 
* connekion with the knights who had undertaken this 
Passage of Arms, had occasioned him to be eagerly 
received intő the compony of the challengers, and 
evén adopted as a chief. On one side of his tent 
-were pitched those of Reginaid Front-de*Bcettf and 
Richárd de Malvoisin, and on the other was the pa- 
vilion of Hugh de Glentmesnil, a noble báron in the 
vieinity, whose ancestor had been Lord High Stew- 
ard of England in the time of the Conqueror and his 
son WiUiam Rufus. Ralph de Vipont^ a Kníght of 
St* John of Jerusalem, who had somé ancient pos- 
sessions at a place called Heather, near Aahby-de-'la* 
Zouche^ occupied the íifth pavilion. From the en- 
tmnce intő. the Ksts, a géntly sloptng passage, ten 
yards in breadth, led up toihe platform on which the 
tents were pitched. It was strongly secured by a 
palisade on each side, as was the esplanade in front of 
the pavilions,and the whole was guarded by mén^at* 
arm9, 

The northren accesa to the lista terminated in a 
simUar entrance of thirty feet in breadth, at the ex- 
tremity of wKich was a large enelosed space for such 
knights aS' might be disposed to enter the lists with 
the challeni^ers, btihind which were placed tents con-. 
taintng refreshments of every kind for their accom- 
modatioQ, with armourers, farriers, and other attend- 
ants in readiness to give thcir service wherever they 
inight be necessary. 

The exteriőr of the lists was in part occupied by 
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tempordff gidlértes spread WitH tapeitty and cárpels 
and accotnmodatedwithcíisbioiisfor the convente&oe 
of tbuse kcHea and nobles who W'ei^ ctpccled to al- 
teiid upon the tournameDt. A narr^w space, betmat 
tbeBe gaüeries and thelrats, fáve BGcommodatíoB far 
yeonaaniy and «pecJtator8 ef a becter degrce dian Ae 
anere vulgar^ and might -be cooipared to tbe ptt of a ^ 
theatre. The promiscuous muHkude arraoged them- " 
aelres upon large banks af turf prepared for úíít pur- 
pose, whkh, aid&d by a naturál elevation of tiie 
l^omd, enabled them to look over.die ^alleries and 
óbtaín a fair view intő the iists. Besides the accom- 
.'xnodation which tlies^ stadons afforded; many him* 
.'dved&'hadperchedibetilselvea on the branchea of ttie 
trees which snrröund^d the meadow, and evea the 
ateepteoí a ccmntry church, at somé dktanop, was 
crowded i«FÍth spectators. 

^ít ooly remains to notke respecting the generál 
^Tf angement, that one gallerjr in the very centre of 
the eastem side of the lists, and consequenrtly exacdy 
oppoaite to the spot where the shock of the combot 
•must take plae«, waa raiscd higher tfian the o^er», 
more richly decorated, and graced by a sort of thmiie 
end canopy, on which the royal iítm% i/rene embla- 
"^oned. Squires, pagés, attd yéomanry in richliverles., 
waited roand this place of honour, which was de>- \ 
mgned for Prince John and his attendams* Opposité 
to this royal gallery was another, eievated to th^ 
same hcight on the western side of the lists; and 
more gaily, íf less stimptously decorated, íjiian that 
destined for the Prince himself. A train of pagea 
and of young maid^ens the most beautiful who coukl 
be seleeted, gaily dressed in fancy habits of greeA 
and pink, surrounded a throne d^^ofated witb the 
sacne colonrs. Amoijg pcnnons a\.«id. flags beariog 
wounded hearts, buming hearts, bléeding hearta^ 
bows and quivcrs, and aíl the common-place cm- 
blems of the triumphs of Cupid, alxtezoaéd inscríp- 
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Ikiaiiifona^lhespecuitors thatthis teatof honour 
Wftft desigoed for Lai Royne de ta Beuulté et de% Amoufs. 
But who die lE^een of Beauty and of Lőve was ta 
ptovtr, no one was prepared to guesa. 

Meaiiwhile,«péctatora of ev€iy descríption thronged 
fcrwsűtd to oocttpy theír reapeclve stationa, and noU 
trithoutmany quarreU conc^ming thoae which they. 
wefe entítled tohold. Someof theae were aettled by 
the fneQ-4it-«rina with btief ceremony; the shafta c^ 
tbeÍF battle-axeSf andpunnneUof tb«Ár awords, being 
veadify etaploy^daaai^in^ntstoconviiicethe mostre- 
fváctory* Others^ whloh hvvolved the ránk of more ele- 
vated ^rsons, were determioed by the heralds, or by 
tfie two márahals of the'field^ WiUiam de Wivii, and 
Scephen de Marával, w.ho, arn^ed at aU pointa^rode up 
aad döwn the lista |o enibrce and preterve good or* 
der- among the apteiators. 

Gradually the galleries became fiiled with kni^hts 
90d nóUes, in their robes of peacé, whose long and 
lá^-tinied mantles were contrasted with the gayerand 
more splendid habits of the ladies, that, in a greater 
proportion than evén the men themselves, thronged 
to witness a aporfi, which one would have thought too 4 
blcaody and'dangeroua to afford them mucbpleasnre* 
The lower and iaterior space was socm filled by sub- 
auntial yeomen and burghers, and such of the lesser 
geatry, aa, from-tnodesty, povetty^ or dubious titlc, 
dumnotassumeany higher. piacé. Itwasof course 
amcMigst tbesti that the moac bequent disputea for pre- 
cedefice occorred. > t \ 

^ Dog of an unbeliever^^' said an old man, whose 
thread-bare tunic boré witnessi to his poverty, aa his- 
aword and dagger and golden chain intimated his pre* 
tenaiooa to ránk, — ^^ whe^>of a she-wolf! darest thou 
. preas^ ofkm a' Chriatiaov and a Norman gentleman pf 
the^btood of Montdidíc^fV 

Tbiarough expostulation waéaddressed tonootber 
^hanour acquaintance Isaac^ wlio,. richly and e^en 

■ VÓL. I. "■•' ílO . . •■ . . : .V 
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magmficendy dretaed ia a gaher dU^e oxUMwnlQd with 
lace and lined with fur, oódeavoured to^ miikeplacsa 
io the foremost low b^ueadi the gaáleiy foi; hia dsu:^«> 
tcr, the beautlful Rebecca, who had. joined bim a| 
Ashb}r» ^nd who waa now hangbgon her father's mm^ 
aot a litde terrified for die displeasuré whi^h ^eemad 
geoerail^ cxcited by her pareata pmumptíon. Bul 
laaac^díoiigh wehave seen him spffidcndy tinűd upoii 
^er occasioiia, kxitw well duuT úpon dai^pr^iiaat he 
had nodiing to fear* It waa not in placea of generál 
z^soit, or where dielr equals were atsembled, diat 
wy avariciotts or malevoíeiit nd>le dorat o&r him 
«yury. Oa auch occaaiona the Jewa were onder the 
protecdon of düc genend Uiw; aád ií that provsd a 
weak aasoraacé, it uauaUy happisaedthat them wece, 
amoag the perami^ aaaembled, aome baroaat who, fojr 
their own intereated mptivea; wereready to act aa 
iheir protfctora. On the p^aent occaaioa, Isaac felt 
ipore tb^n uaually coo$dent, being aware that Pmcc 
John waa evén thea in the Ycry. act of negotiadag a 
large loan trom the Jewa of York, to be aecured upoii 
certain jewela and landa. laaac'a own ahare in uua 
iranaaction waa considerable, and he well knew that 
the prince'a eager deaice to briog it to a conduaion 
would inaure hina liia protection in the dilemma in 
which he atood. 

Emboldened by theae cunaiderationa^ the Jew pur- 
aued hia point, and joatled the Norman .Chríatian^ 
withpút xeapect eidier to hia deacent, quali^, or ra^ 
ligion. The complainta of thc^^old miHi, hpwever^ 
eacctted th^ indígnadon of the by-atandera* Öne oí 
these, a atout well-aet yeoman^ arrayed in Lincobi 
green, haymg twelve i^rowa in hia beit, with a bald* 
ric and baage of aUver, and a bow of aiaieet length 
iii bia.hand, tumed abort nmod^ and while hia eoun" 
tenance, which conatant éxpoaure to wesHber had 
ifcndered brownaa ahA9ael<*nut,grew darker widi an- 
ger, he adytaed the Jew to rwiember that all the - 
wealth he had acquired by aucking the blood of has 
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Bpider, wbith might be ov^rlooked while he kept in 
a corner^ bat would be crushed ifit ventured intő the 
t^t. TMb intimatitMi, delivered in NorikiiH&-£nglish 
iHlil a firm voice and a stem aspect, ináde the Jew 
«hrink back, and he would have probably withdrawn 
biúiselfaltogether froma vkinity do dangerous, had 
Dot the atfeentkm of cvery one been c«Ued to the aud*- 
átn en&ance of Prínce Joha, who at that nioment en* 
tered the lístsvattetíd^ by a Immeroub and gay traiii, 
constftttng par% of laymen, partly of churchmen, as 
Jight in úitír dresa^ and as gay in their deoieanoor 
as. theii: companionft. Afnqog the latter was the Prior 
of Jórváidx^fn the mastgaUanttrím whicha dtgnitaiy 
of the churds could exhibit. Fur and goid was aot 
spared in his garments; a^ the pointis of fais boots^ 
Oudiatxlin|[the prepo$ierous fashldn]of the time turn- 
ed up so veiy far^ as to be attached, not to hla kaees 
sfi^retf , but tp hia very girdle, and effectually pre- 
vetíted him from putting bis foot intő (he stirrop. 
Thift hewever, was a.sUght inconvenience tö the gal* 
lant Abbot) who^ p^rhaps, evén rejoiced in the op- 
portunity to display his accos^ished horsemanship 
before so ihany spectatora^ especially of the fair sex. 
The retft of Prínce Joha's retinue ccmsisted of the 
favouHite le^deti$ of Ihs mercenary troops^ somé ma- 
rauding barons and profligate attsndants upon the 
ccHitt, with several KnighteTemplarsand Knigtoof 
Scjohn. 

It may b^, h^re remarked, that the knights of 
these two orders were accounted hostile to King 
Richárd, havuig adoptedtheside of Philip of Francé 
in the long train of disputeawhich took jriace betwixt 
that monarch and the lioh-hearted King of England. 
It was the well-know consequence of this discord 
that Richard's repeatisd victpries Were rendered froit^ 
less:, his romsKitic attem^ps to besiege Jerosalem 
were disapdinied, and the fruit o^jill the gkHry 
which he had acquired dwindled intő an un- 
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certath truce with the Sultan Saladig* ^Vlth the 
same poUcy which had dictated the conduct of theh* 
brethren in the Holy Laad, the Templars and Hos- 
pitalers m En^land and Normandy attached thcm* 
selves tu the faction bf Prince John, bavíng Uttle 
reasod to desire the retum of Richárd to £ngland, or 
the succession of Arthur, his legitimate hein For 
the oppostte reason, Prince John hated and contemu^ 
ed the few Sason familiesof consequence which sub* 
fti«ted in Enghind, and omitted no opportunity of 
mortifyíng and affronting them; being conscious that 
his person and preteliiions were disliked by them, 
as well as by the greater part of the English cpm*- 
mons, whofeared further innovation tipon their rights 
and Uberties from a so vérei gn of John^ licentioUa 
and tyrannical didposition. v . 

Attended by this gallant equipage, hitnftdf iKreH 
mounted, and splendidly dressed in crimson and in 
^Id, bearing upbn his hand a falcon, and havíng his 
,head co vered by a rich fur bonqet, adomed with a 
circle of precious stönes, from which his Idng curled 
hair escaped and overspreád his shoolders, Prince 
Johii, upon a gray and high-mettled ^alfréy, cara* 
coled within the lists at the head o! his joviaí party 
laughing loud with his train, and eyeing with ali the 
boldness of royal críticism' the beauties li^bo adomed 
the lofty galleries. "- 

Those who remarked in the countenance of the 
Prince a dissoíute audacity, mingled with extrémé 
haughtiness atfd indiíference to the féelings of others, 
cduldnotyet deny to his coonfen^nce that sort <» 
comeliness which belongs to an open set of features, 
well förmed by nature, modelled by art to the usual 
rules óf courtesy, yet so far frank and honest that 
they seemed as if they disclaimed to conceal the 
natural workings of the sóul. Such an expression is 
often mistaked for manly frahkness, when in truth it 
aríises from the reckless indifTerence of a IH^rtine dia- 
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potiüoB^coiisGioua of supcriority of birdi, of wcsdth 
orofsome otheradventUiousadvantage, totally un* 
conaected. with pesonal merít. To thosc who did not 
thiok so dbeply, and they were the oreatfr number 
l^y a hondred to one, the splendour oi Prince John's 
rh^n^^(^úe. for tippet,) of nÍ8 cloak lined with the 
most costly sables, hts maroquin boots, and golden 
spors, together with the grace with which he man- 
siged his psiír&Yj were sufficient to merít their ckm- 
prous api^ause. 

In this joyous caracole roand thé lists, the attention 
of the Prince was called by the commotion, not yet 
sub$ided, which had attended the ambitious move- 
ment of Iss^ac towarda the higher places of the as- 
sembly* The quick eye ol Prince John instantly re-^ 
cognised the Jew, but was much more agreeabiy at- 
tracted by the beautiful daughter of Zion, who terri- 
fied by the tamult cking close to the at m of her aged 
father* ^ ^ 

The íigure of Rebecca might indeed have com- 
pared with th« proudest beauties of England, eve^ 
though it had been judged by as shrewd a connoisr 
aeur as Prince John. Her form was exqursitely 
syinmetrical, and was shown to advantage by a sort 
pf £astern dress^ which she wore according to the 
iashion of the female^ of her nation. Her turbán of 
yeUow silk suited well with the darkness of her com- 
plexion. The bríiliancy of her eyes, the superb arch 
of ber^yebrowS) her w^lUfoij'med aquiline nose^ her 
téeth as white as pearl, and the proiusion of her sa- 
ble tresses, which^ jesuji arranged in its own üttle 
spirál o£ twisted curls, fisU down upon as much of a 
snow-white neck and bosom as a simarre of the rich- 
est Persian silk exhibiting fiowers in their natural 
colours embossed upon a purple ground^ permitted to 
be visible— all these constituted a combinatíon of 
lp¥eUae8J9[^ which yielded not to the loveliest of the 
snaidens wba surrounded her! 1 1 is. true, that of the 
goldea and pearl-stud(}ed cla^ps, which closed her 
10* 
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vest from the throat to the waist, the three opper- 
xnost were left unfastened on account of the heat 
which Bomething enlarged the prospect to which we 
allude. A diamond necklace, with pendants of ínea* 
timable value, were by this means alsó made more 
conspicuous/ The feather of an ostrich, fasten^ed in 
her turbán by an agraffe set with brílliants, was ano- 
ther dístinction of the beautiful Jewess, scofFed and 
sneered at by the proud dames whosat above her, bot 
secretíy envied by those who aíFected to deride thém* 

^ By the hald scalp of Ábrahám," &aid Prince John^ 
** yonder Jewess müstbe the very model of thatper- 
fection, whose charms drove frantic the wisest king 
who ever livcd. What say'st thou, Prior Aymer?*-r- 
BytheTcmple, which my wiser brother Richárd 
pro ved unable to/ecover, shc is the very Bride of thé 
Canticles?" 

" The rose of Sharon and the Hly of the valley,'' 
answered the Prior in a sort of snuifiing tone; ^^ bút 
your Grace must remember she is still but a Jeweés." 

** Ay!" added Prince John, without heeding him, 
** and tJticre is my mammon of unrighteousness too— 
Che Marquis of Marks, the Báron of Byeants, contest- 
ing for place with pennyless dogs, whose thread-bare 
cloak have not a single cross in theii'^pouches to'kcep 
the devil from dancing there. By the body ©f St, 
Mark, my prince of supplies with his loVcly Jewess!, 
shall have a place in the gallery— What is she, Isaac? 
Thy wife or thy daughter, that easteni houri that 
tttou lockest undcr thy arm?" 

"** My daughter Rebecca, so plcase your grade," 
answered Isaac, with a low congee, nothing embarass- 
cd by the Prince'9 salutation, in which, however, 
there was at least as much mockery. as courtesy. 

♦' The wisér man thou," said jT)hn, with a peal of 
laughter, in which his gay foUowers obsequiously 
joined. ^* But, daughter or wife, she should be pre- 
féred according to her beauty and thy meríts.p-^ 
-Who 6it8 above there^" he continued, bending his 
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eye on the gallery. ** Saxon churlsl-r-out upon them! 
«-let them sit close, and ixftike room for my prínce of 
usurers and his loVely daughter. Hl make the hinds 
know they must share the hígh places of the syna- 
gogue with those whom the synagogue properly be- 
longsto." 

Thosé who occupied the gallcry to whom, this in- 
jurious and unpolite speech was addressed, were the 
fóinily of Cedric the Saxon, with that of his ally and 
kinsman Athebtane of Conigsmark, a personage, 
who on accdunt of his déscent from the last Saxon 
monarch of England, was held in the highest respect 
by all the Saxon' natives oT the north of England. 
But with the blood of this ancient royal ra\:e, many 
oftheir infirmities had descended to Adielstane. He 
Wasxomely in coUntenanee^^ulky and scrong in per- 
son, and in the flower of his age-— vet inanimate in 
expression, duU-eyed, heavy-browed, inteti ve and 
sluggish in all his motions, and so^slow in reselution, 
that the soubtiquet of one of his ancestors was con- 
ferred upon hím, and he was very generally called 
Athelstane the Uíready. His friends, and he had 
many^ who as well as Cedric, were passionateíy at- 
tached to him, contented that this sluggish teinper 
arose not from want of courage, but from mcre want 
of decision; others alieged that this hereditary vicc 
of drunkcnncss had obscured his faculties, never of 
a very acute ordér,and tW the passíve courage and 
meek jgood*nature' which^ remained bchind, were 
tnerely the dregs of a temper that might have been 
vaiuable,^ but of whic\ all the valuable parts had 
flown offin the progress of a long course of brutal de- 
bauchery. 

It was to this person^ such as we have descríbed 
him^ that the Prínce addfessed his imperíous com- 
mand to make place for Isaac and Rebecca, Athel* 
stane, utterly confounded at an order which the 
manners and feelings of the times heldsoinjunously 
insuliing, unwillkig to obey, yct undetermmed how 
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to resist, opposed cmly^ tbc vis inertwto Úie willof 
John; and without fttírrmg ar makmg.aoy motion 
whauoever of obcdience, opened hU large gray eyes^ 
9nd stared at the Prmce with an astonishment wfaich 
had ia it something extremely ludicrous* But the, 
patient John regarded it-in no such light. 

" The Saxon porkcr," he said,^^ is eitber asleep or 
minds me not«— Prick him with your lance, Bracy,^' 
f^eaking to a knight whp rode near him, the leader 
of a baiul of free companionsi or Condottieri, tbat is, ^ 
of mercenaries belongíng to no parúcidar nation, biit 
attached for the time to any prince by wbom thej 
werepaid. Therewas a murmur evén among the at^ 
tendants of Prinf^e John; but Brncy^ who^e professi^a 
frecd him from all scruplcd, eztended his long lancc 
over the space which separated the gallery from the 
UstSf and would have executed the commandft of 
the Prince before Athelstane the Unready had Fe« 
covered presence of mind aufficient evén V> draw 
back his person from the weapon, hs^d not Cedríc^ 
as prompt as his companion was tardy, unsheatbed 
nvith the speed of Ughtning, the short sword which 
he wore, and at a single blow severed the point of 
the lance from the handlé. The blood ru»bed intő 
the countenance of Prince John. He awore one of 
his deepest oaths^and was aboutto utter somé tlureat 
corresponding in violence, when he was diverted 
, from his purpose, partly by his own attendants, who 
gathered around him conjuring him tőbe patient, 
parüy by a generál exclamation:Of the crowd uttered 
m loud applause of the s^ritejd coaduct of Cedric- 
The Prince roUed his eyes i^ indignation, asifto 
aelect somé safe and easy victim; and chancing to 
encouQter^the firm glancé of the same a|:cher wbom 
we have alreadj noticed^ and who seemed to persist 
in- his gesture of a|)plause, in spiteof the frqw^ing as* 
pect which the Prince bent npon Um, üe 4Qma»4ed 
his reasoa fbr claoKMttipg üi»9« 



' ^ 1 9kmp}% add XKf halló," said the yemnaii, ^ wliea 
I see ft good shbt, or gaüaat Uow." 

** Síiy^st th'oö?'* answcred íhe Princc; ^tbeolhoü 
csot'ac hk tfaé white thyself, 1*11 warrant," 

** A> ivwdman'6 iríark^ and at woodmazi's distance^ 
I can hit^" sinswered the yeoman. 

♦♦ And Watt Tyrrcirs mark, at a hundred yards," 
aaida voice feom behind, but by whom uUered could 
not be discerned. s . 

Thi8 allusion tö the fate of William Rufus, hís 
frandfáther, at once incensed and alarmed Prince 

Íohn. He sattsfied htmself, however, with command* 
lg the men^at-arais, who soixrrounded the lists, to 
teep an eye^có thkt braggart, polnting to the yeoman. 

" By St. GnzzeV he added/* we wiü try his own 
fiktU, Who'U sbready togive his voice tothe feats of 
» otíiers." 

^ I shall not fly the tríal," said the yeoman, with 

the composiiré whích marked his whole deportment* 

^ M eaÁwhíle, stand ap, ye Saxon chürls/* said the 

fiery Prince; " for by the light qf heaven^ since I have 

said ii, the Jétr shall have his seat amotigst yeP'* 

^ By no means,an it pleaseyour grace-^itlsi^t'íit 
for snch as us to sit with the rulers of the land,'' said 
the Jew, wh<'^se ambition for precedence^ diough it 
had led httn to dispute pl^e with the^xtenuated and 
impQverished descendant of the line of Montdidiery- 
by no means urged himtoan intrusion upon the 
privilegés of the wealthy Saxons* 

**^Upí iöfidel dog, whén i command you," said 
Prince John, '^or I will have thy swarthy hide stripl 
off, ánd tanned for horse furntture." 

Thus urged, the Jew >began to ascend the steep and 
narrow steps which led up to the gallery* 

*^ Letérne see," said the Prince^ ^ who dare stop 
hiin," fiicing his eye on Cedríc, whose attítude inti* 
niated his inf^útieii to huri the Jew d6wn headlong. 



The catiui^ioBke w«^ pttvébtfed by^the^Mfft W«n« 
ba, who springiiig; betwixtbis nuuter aiid IseiiC) mA 
esdainiuig^, in áBSwer to the^ Pxii^e's defi«Ace,«-« 
«< Many thát wtU I4?' j9ppo$ed tö tbébeard af thie Jcw 

tshiekl oí brUwQi wbich b« plisdted fima béuéath 
18 cioak, and with which, doUbdeas^ he^d ívan^ 
tehed hiinaelf, léstthe tournatneni sbould hkve proir* 
ed longer than his appetitfc toold endure abstÍMliGe^ 
Finding tbc abomination of his tribe opposed to hit 
vety noae^ while tbé Jester^ at the taiiie time fiouri^h* 
ed hia wooden suf ord above his bead, tbc Jew reeoil* 
edf missedhís footing^ and roUéd doWQ the steps^ 
an exceUeút Jest to tbe spectatpr^^ whoaet up a IqimA 
laughter, iü wbich Prince John and hia attimdantl 
heartíly ioined.'* 

<^ Oeal me the prízé^>:oiisin Prince," said Wambfei 
^* I have vanquisbed my foe in fair fight with.awtfrd 
ánd shield/' be added, brftndisbing.fhe brawn inone 
hand and the wooden dword in the othef* 

*^ Wh6, and what art thou, noble champion?" said 
Prince John, stili laugbing. 
' ** A fool by right oí desceat/' unswered th? J^tiiri 
'* I am Wamba^ the son of Wí)1|q99, wbo waa tíi^ tan 
of Weatherbrain^ wbo was theaonof )in Alderman*'' 

^^Make room fpr ihe Jew in front of the lower 
Hng,'' taid Prince John, not nnwilling perhapt to 
aeiise an apölogy. U) deaist from his originál piurpoaei 
*^ lo.place the vanquisbed beaide tbe yietor-were 
falsé heraldry." 

*^ Khave upon fool were. worae," ans^wered the Jett- 
ar^ ^*and Jew upon bacon worat of aU«'' 

."Gramcrcy! Good feüow," aried í^rince John 
*^ tbou pleaaest me-^Here Isaac^ knd mé a handftu of 
byzanta*'? 

Aa the Jew, atunned by the requeat, alraid lo re- 
íuae, and unwilling to comply^fumblad vfk the funred 
bag Wbich hung by hia girdle, and wa^^peirhiipt en- 
deavouring to ascertain how few coins might pasa 



for a handf dl, die Prince stooped from his jeimet and 
settled Isaac's doubts hjr snatching the pouch itself 
from hift side; and flinging to Wamba a coople of 
tfie gold pieces whkh it contained, he pursued his 
career round the lists, kavins the Jew to the déri- 
sióra of those around him/and hinfself receiving ái 
xnuch applause from the spectators as if he had done 
somé honest and honourable actton* 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

At tbtflthe Challenger wíth fiefce deiy 

HÍa tnimpet sounds; the challenged mikkefl reply.' 

IV Uh clangourrings the field, resounds tb« vaulted sky: 

Their visors cluseii; their knces in the rest, 

Or at the helmet pointed or the erest. ^ 

They vanish from the barrier,. speed the racc. 

And spurríng see decrease the midrne apace. 

Pálamon and AreiUé 

In the midst of Princc John's cavalcade, he sub- 
denly stopt, and appealing to the Prior of Jorvaulx, 
declared the principal business of the day had been 
forgottén. ^ 

" By my halidom," said he, ** we have forgottén. 
Sir Prior, to name the fair sovereign of Lőve and of 
Beauty, by whose white hand the palm is to be dis- 
tríbuted. For my part I am liberal in my ideaá, and 
I care not if I give my vote for the black^eyed Re- 
becca," 

" Holy Virgin," answered the Prior, tuniing up 
his eyes in horror, ** a Jewess!'— We should deserve 
to be stoned out of the lists; and I am not yet old 
enough to be a martyr. Besides, I swear by my pa- 
tron saint, that she is far inferíor to the lovely Sason, 
Rowena." 

** Saxon^or Jew," answered tKe Prince, ** Saxon or 
Jew, dog or hog, what matters it? I say, name Re- 
becca, were it only to mortify the Saxon churls/' ^ 

A murmer arose evén lunong his own immediate 
attendants. 

** Tbis pfisses a jest, my lord," said Brac^, ** no 
knight here will lay lance in rest if such an insult is 
) fttlempted." 
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*^ It ift Ae mere wantotmeds of insidt,^' saíd one of 
th0 oldest of Prixice John's followers, Waldemar 
Fijtziiur$e$ ^ and if your grace attempt it, can nőt but 
pKoveruioous to ycHír pn^jecU." 

^^ I entertained you, sir," said John, reining up 
jiis paUreyhaugbtilyf ^^ fmr my foUowcr, but not for 
my aHui8eQ<^.'^ 

^ Those whofoUow yottT grace iathe.paite lAich 
jpfott tread," said Widdemar, but speakiog in a lov. 
yoice, *' acquire tbe ri|^ of €0uiiBdlors;> for your 
4iiCieDS8t aad safety arc noüinore deeply giged űism 

Fffocu iht toite in which thia wasttpoken, John saw 
die necessity of acqukscenceé ^ I did hat jest^'' 
liessád; '^ aadyou tnm upon me liké so many ad» 
dera. Name whom you will, ín tbe ftend'a naase^ 
and please yourselves." 

^ Nay, sAy^" smd Bracy, » let the fair sovereign's 
tínroae reinain unoccupied, until die conqueror shaÜ 
Jbe naaied, aod then let him choosethe lady by whom 
it ahall be fiUed. It will add anothcr grac'e to his 
triümph, and teach fair ladies to prize the lőve of ya«> 
liánt kntghts, wha can exalt tbem to auch distinctionj'' 

'^If Biián de Bf^-Guilbert gain the prise,'^ said 
tbe Prior^ <^ I will gagé my rosary that I name^tbe 
Sovereign of Lőve and Beauty." 
/>fibts*Gutlbert," answered Bracy, ^' is a goodlance; 
but there are otibers around these lists, Sir Prior^ 
who witt not fear toencounter him.?' 

" SUence, sirs^" said Waldemar, *' and let tl« 
Prince assume his seat. The knights and spectatora 
arealUce impattent,* tbe time advances, and highly 
fit it is that tiie sport shoukL commence." 

Prince John, though not yet a monarch, had in 
Waldemar FitzuKse ail the inconvenie^es of a fa- 
vourite mmiater, who, in servingKissovereign^ must 
always do spin his own way« He complied, how* 
ever, althougfa his disposition was precisely of that 
kiiid, which is apt to be obstinate upon tiifles, and, 
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assumifig his throne, and being surltinnded by hk foI- 
lowers, gave sígnal to the heralds to proclaim the 
laws of the tournament, which we^e briefly aB follows. 
First, the five chaUengers were tó undertake all 
comers. 

Secondly, zhy knight,propo8ÍQgto combat, might 
if he^leased, select a special sOitagonist fromr anidbg 
the challangers, by touching his shield. If he did so 
wi^ the reVérse of hislance, ihe trial of skill wats 
made with what were called the arms of couitesy; 
that is, lances at whóse ext^emity a .piece ofroiilaid 
fiat board was fixed, so that no danger was encounter- 
ed, savé from the shock of the faorsed and spears. 
But if the shield was touched withthe sharp end of 
the lance, the combat was understood to be at űut* 
rtfi2C^,_thát.is, the knights wereto fight with shaip 
weapons, as in actual battle« 

Thirdly, when the knights presenthad accomplish- 
ed their vow, by each of them breaktng five bncer, the ' 
Prince was to declare the victorin the firatday^s tour- 
ney, who shoűld receive as |)ríze a war*-horse of ex- 
quisite beauty and matchless strength; and in addi- 
tion to this reward of valour, it was announced, he 
should have the peculiar honour of naming the Queön 
of Lőve and Beauty, by whom the prize should be 
given on the ensuing*day. 

Fourthly, it was announced, that on the seeondday, 
jthere should be a generál tournament, in which zH 
the knights present, who were desirous to win praise, 
might take part; and being divided intő two bands 
ef equal numbers, might fight it out manfuUy, until 
the signal was given by Prince John tocease the com* 
bat. The elected Queen of Lőve ami Beauty was 
then tocrown the knight whom the Prince should ad- 
judge to have bome himself best in this second day^ 
with a coronet composed of thin gold plate, cut intő 
the shape of a laurel crown. On this second day, the 
knightly games ceased. But on that which followed, 
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feats of archeryv of buU«baitiiig, and other popalar 
amusetnents, were to be practised for the more imme* 
diate armisement of the populace* Inthismpixmer did 
Prínce John endeavourto lay the foundation of a pop- 
ularity, which he was perpetually tfarowing down by 
fiome inconsiderate act of uranton aggression upon the 
feelinga and prej odices of the people* 

The lists now presented a most splendid spectacle. 
The dloping gdleries were crowded with all that waa 
noble, great, wealthy, and beautifnl in the northern 
and midland parts of England; and the contrast of 
the various dressesof these dignified spectators, ren- 
dered the view as gay as it was rich, while the inte- 
rior and lower spsíce, íilled with die substanúal bor«» 
gesses and yeoman of merry England, ibrmed, in 
their more plain attire, a dark fringe, or bordér, 
around this circle of briUiant embroidery, relieving, 
and, atthesame time, setting off it9 splendoiir. 

The heralds ceased their proclamation with their 
usual cry of ^^ Largesse, largesse, gallant knights;^' 
and gold and silver pieces were showered on them 
from the galleriés, it being a high point of chivalry 
to exhibitiiberality towards those whom the age ac- 
counted the secretaries at once, and historians of ho- 
nour* The bounty of the spectators was acknowledg« 
ed by the cuatomary shouts of ^^ Lőve of Ladies— • 
Peath of Champions — Honour to the Generous— 
Glory to the Brave!" To which the more humble 
&pectators added their acclamations, and a numerqus 
bandof trumpeters the ilourish of their martial instru* 
ments. When these sounds had ceased, the heralds 
withdrew frpm the Hsts in ^ay and glittering proces- 
sion, and nőne remained within them savé the mar* 
shals of the field, who, armed cap-a'^pee, saton horse- 
back, motionless as statues, at the opposite ends of 
the lists. Meanwhile, the enclosed spaceatthenorth* 
em extremity of the lists, large as it was, was now 



116 XVÁ.VUOS. 

^. 
uompletetf cr&wded with knighto desitúus to pKpve 
tfaeir.skill against the chaUeogera^ and, M^liea Viewed 
from the gfileriefi, presented the a^p^arance of a sea 
dí wavmg plámage, intermtaied with gKatening hei- * 
mets ' and tall lanoes, tó the. extremicies of which 
were, hi many caaes, attached-^small peimons of about 
a span's breadth, inrhtch, flutterii^ in the air as th^ 
breese caught thens, joíned with the reatleas motioa 
of the featfaers to add U velinesa to the scene« 

At bsngth the barriiara were opened^and five knighta^ 
chosen I^ lot, advanced slowly tnto the as^i^ a sin- 
gbe Champion riding in front, and the other four fb}« 
lo^g in paira, AU were spíefididly aroied, and my 
Saxon anthority (in .the Wardoor Mannscript,) n^ 
corda at great kn^th their devieea, their coloors, and 
the embroidery of their horse trappinge. It b un- 
necesaany to be partíeular on diese aubjecta. To bonrow 
lines £nom a contemporary poet^ who has wrtl^en b«t 
tóoütde— 

. The kn^bU taré duBt, 
And their good svords are rust, ^ 
Their aouU are with the saints we tniit 

Their escutcheons have lóng mouldered from the 
walls of their castles. Their castlefi themselvee are 
but green mouttds and scattered ruins — the place that 
ónce knew them, knows them no more— nay, many a 
race since theírs has died out and been forgottén in 
the vcry land which they occupied, with alí the an- 
thority of feudal proprietors and feudal lords. What 
tfaen woold it avail the reader to know their names, 
Or the evánesceiiit symbals of their martial ránk! 

Now, however, no wbit anticipating the oblivion 
which awaited their names and feats, the champions 
advanced through the lists, restraintng their íiery 
Bteeds, and compelling them to move slowly* while, 
at the same ttme, they exhibited their paces, together 
with the grace and dexteVity of the riders. As th& 
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procesaicm matered the Ikts, the scMUid of a wild Bar* 
liaric music was heard from behind the tente of the 
chaUengera^ where the performers vére concealed. It 
was of eaatem origio, having been brought from the 
Holy Land; and the mixture of the cymbals and bells 
seemed to bki welcome at once, ai^i defiance, tp th^ 
knights áa they .advanced. With the eyes of an im- 
xnense concourse- of spectatorsiíixed upon them, the 
five knights advanced up to the platform upon which 
the tents of the chaUeng^rs stood, and there separar 
ting themselve^ each touched slightly^ and- with the 
reverse. of his lance, the shieid of the antagonist to 
. whom he wished to oppose himself* The lower orders 
of spectators in generál— nay^ many of the higher, and 
it'is evén aaid several of the ladies, were ratber disr 
appointed at the champion^ choosing the arms of 
courtesy. For the same sort of persons^ who, in the 
present day, applauded most highly the deepest tra* 
gedies, were then interested in a tournaihent exactly 
in proportion to the danger incurred by the cham* 
pions engaged. 

Having intimated their more pacific purposevthe 
cbamptons retreated to the~ extremity of the li^ts, 
where they remained drawn up in a line: while the 
challengers, sallying each from his paviIÍQn,mounted 
their horses, and headed by Brian de Bois-Guilbeit, 
díescended from theplatform, andopposed themselves 
ihdividually to the knights who had touched their re- 
spective shields, -- 

At the flouri^h of clarions and . trumpets, they 
started out against eachother at full-gallop,and such 
was the superior dexterity or good fortune of the 
challengers, thatthose opposed to Bois-Guilbert, Mai- 
voisin, and Front-de-Boeuf, roUed on the ground. The 
.antagonist of Grant-Mesnil, instead of bearing his 
lance-p<»nt against the erest or the shieid- of his ene- 
fny, swerved so much from the direct line as to break 
his weapon aijiwart the person of his opponent— *a 
circumstance which was accounted more disgracefül 
11* 



tbm being actmd^ ushoraed; beeaose ihe 4>toe-niight 
happen from aoddent, whereas tlie cíther evinced 
awkwardness and want of managetneBt cif d^ wea- 
pon and of the boné. The fifth fatight 4oiie mftitt- 
tained the honöur of hk partjr, and partéd fidrfy wilh 
the Knight of St. J<^, both splintering thcir iances 
widiout advantage en eitheir sid^« 

The shouts ofdie moltitode, together with the ae* 
'i:Iamatiön8 of the heralds, and the clangonr of liie trnrn* 
pets, annouBced the triomph of the victors mkI the de- 
feat of the vanquisbed. The foirmer retreated to dseir 
paviüons, and the ktler, gathering themsehres op A 
théy Gonld, witfadrew from the li^ indisgraceatid de- 
jectíon, to agree with their victors concerning the re- 
demption of their arms and their horses, whicb, aé^ 
cording to th^ laws of the toummnent, they had for» 
félted. The fifth of their nnmber alone tarried in Úíé 
lists lonj^enough to be greeted with the appiansesof 
the spectators, amongst which he retreated, to theag« . 
gravaticm, doubtless^ ofhiacompanions'inortificatioa. 
A second and a thi^ party of knights took the fi^di; 
and although they had various success, yet, uponthe 
whole^theadvantage deoidedlv remained widfi ttieehal* 
lengers^notoneof whom lost hisseat orawervedfi^fld 
^ his charge — nlii^fcHtunes which befel one or two ef 
their antagonists in each encounter. The spirit8,there* 
főre of tfaose opposed to them, seemed to be consid- 
erably damped by their continned succeBs. Three 
knights on!y appeared on the fourth entry, wbo a void- 
ing the sfaieldá of Bois*Guilbert s^d Front-de-B<Íuf, 
contented themselves with touching those of the three 
other knight8,\who had noc altogether manifested the 
aame strength and dezterity* This politic sdectíon 
did Bot aker the luc^of the field, die cfaallengetB were 
stíll successful: one of their antagonists was over*- 
t}irown,and both the others failed in the attaént^ dia^ 
is, in striking the faeimet mid shield of tiieir antagoniat 
firmly and strongFy, whhdie lancelield in adirectlhiey 



tfodutt tlie wcapon migfat breflky uideM^bcclMnitMkm 
wms areitbtown* ^ 

A&er this fourth eacouiiter, tliere'wa^a consider* 
fifaie piHise; nor did it appear that any ane was veiy 
deaírGNiB of renewing ibc encóttnter. Hie speetaiors 
muramred among tMmselvea; for, amoag the €hal« 
lengers, Malvoisin and Front-de-Bóeuf wcre impopu* 
lar fvom theír charactera, and tlíe othen, except 
CrsűSA-'M.emilt as stnmgers and foreign^rs. 

But tione shared the generál feelmg of dietatisiio- 
tion 80 keenly as Cedric the Saxon, mo aaw, in each 
aiivahtage gained hj the Nonnaa cMdleiigers, a re- 
peited muni{^ over the honoor of Englaod. Hif 
xjma ediicatidh had taught him ik> skiU in the gaaséa 
of chivaliy, althoug^, with the armabf his Saxon aa* 
cestors, he had matiifested himedf, on many occa* 
aipns, a bnnre and detannined Boldier. He loóked anx- 
KMif^^to Aihétstane, whohadlearnedthe accondplíah* 
ments' <^üie age^ as if desiríng that he should malcc 
5ome penoniá eSort to reoover the vtctory which was 
passtng into the hands of die Templar and his asso* 
ciates. £M, tfioíigh both sfout of heait and strong of 
^erspn, Átfaetüsme liad a disposition too inert and 
unambitiovis to make the exertions whidi Cedric 
aeenited to escpect from hion. 

^ The day is agaíast &igkind, my lord," súd Ce- 
dric, in a knarked tone; ^< are you noC tcmpted to take 
thelanceí" * 

** I sh^ tilt to-morrow,'' answered Athelstane, 
^* itt the meMe^ it is aot worth wlúk to arm myself 
to-day/' 

Two things díspleased Cedric in Úás apeech. : It 
contalaed the Norman word_ melée^ (to enHress.the 
f^eneral coniict,) and it eviaced somé indifteretice to 
ahe honour of the conntry; bnt it ^uras spoken by 
Athdstane, whom he held in such profeutid respeet 
Ihat he wouidnot tmat himself to canvass his motivea 
mf láa foibloa* Moreover, he had no time to aaaké 
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any Ktnark, for Wamba ^hrüst in hia word^ obaerv- 
ing ^^ It was better to be the best man among a hua- 
dred than the best man of two." 

Atbelstane tooluhe observation'as a seríous cotoi- 
pliment; but Cedríc, who better understood thé Jeá* 
ter^s meaniog darted at him a sévere and menaeing 
look; and lucky it was for the Jester, perhaps,, that 
the time and place prevented his receiving, notwith- 
standing hia placeand service, more sensiblemaarks of 
his master'a resentment. 

The pause in the tournament was stiil uninter^ 
Tupted, excepting by the voices of the heralds ex- 
daimíng — ^^Love of ladies, splíntering of.laaQes! 
stand forth galljint knights, fair eyea look upon your 
deeds.', » 

The music alsó of the challengers breathed from 
time to time wild bursts expressive of triumph of űc- 
fiance, while the clowns grüdged a holiday which 
seemed to pass away in inactivity; and old knights 
and nobles lamented in whispers the decay of die mar* 
tial spirit, spoke of the triúmph of their younger daya^ 
but agreed that the land did not now supply dames 
of such transcendentbeauty as had animated the joust 
of former times, PHnce John began to talk to his at- 
tendants about making ready. the banqoet, áod the 
'necessity of adjudgtng the prize to Brimi de Bois- 
Guiibert, who had with a singbe spear, ovcrthrown 
two knights, and foiled a third. 

At length, aa the Sarácenic. music of the challeng* 
ers concluded one of those l(Hig and high flourishes 
with which they. had broken the- silence of the lists^ 
it was smswered by a solitary trumpet, which breath- 
ed a note of defiance from. the northren extremity. 
Ali eyes Were turnéd to see the new champion which 
these sounds announced, and no sooner were the 
faarriers.opened than he paced intő the H^ts. A9 far 
as could be judged of a man sheatbed in ar^tour, 
the new adventurer did not gre^tly exceed the middle 
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mmt^ KoA^eemtú to be nther ekndcr dun 9tgQt^y > 
■ftftciie. HÍ8 siiit of armbur w«9 fonned of steel, richly 
inkád with gold, aod the dcivice on his shield wfw a 
yfiung oak (vee puUéd up b;^ the rooCs, with the Sp«Í9b 
Word De^dicfmdo^ 9Í|^ifying Dhioberlted. He wts 
mounted on a ^allant black horse, and as he passed 
through the Itats he^racefuUy saluted the Prince and 
the tediea by loweriog h» laace. The dexteiity witb 
. wfaich. be laanaged hi» horae, and somedxmg of youth* 
ful grace which he displayed in his mamier, won him 
Ae^ftvou^ of the mulutude, which somé of the lowe? . 
idMaes«i|M»«sedby crying)**Tottch Ralph de Vipont'a 
|dáeId-*^feoi»eh the HcepitaUcr's sfaield; he has the 
íeaat smre seat^ he is your cheiqpeat bargain«" 

The champion moving onward amid these well- 
ment hinta, afioended the platform by the sloping 
aUey which led to it frora the lists, and to the as* 
tODtshment of ali ^esent, rtding straight up to the 
ocntral pavilion, &tuek wlth the aharp end of bis spear^ 
the shietdof Briande Bois-Guilb^untiUtrungagain. 
Allstood a^tonished at his presumption, but nőne 
more than the redoubted knight whodi he had thiiA 
defied to mortal combat. 

S^ Have you confessed yourself, brother," said the 
Templar^ ^^ and have you heard mass thi$ mormng^ 
that you peril your life so frankly?" * 

^^ I am fitter to meet death than Adu art,^ answered 
the Disinherited Knight, for by this name the stnm- 
gcr had^ccord^ himself in the books of the toumey* 

^^ Then take your piacéin thelísts," said De Bois« 
Guilbert, *^ and look your last upon tte sun; fer this 
night thpu ahalt aleep in pm-adise." 

** Gramcrcy for tny courtcsy," replied the Disin^ , 
hertted Knig&t^ ^^ JU3td to requite it^ 1 advisc thee to 
take a fresh horse and a new lance, fbr by my honour - 
you will need both." 

. Having expressed himself thüs cdnfidendy, he 
reined hb horse Jsackwarda down the slope which hó 
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had ascended^and compelled hitn in the ftsime maomer 
to move backwards throagh the lists, tiil he reach^ 
die northem extremity, where,he remáined statáonary, 
in expectation of his antagonist. This feat of horse* 
manship again attracted the applause of the midti- 
tude. ^ 

However incensed at his advérsary for the precaa- 
tion which he recommended, Brian de Bois-Guiiberc 
did not neglecthis ad vice; for his hoQOur was too 
nearly concemed, to permit his neglecting anygueans 
Iw^hich might ensure victory over -his presumpttsous 
opponent* He chang;ed his horseforairesh<ofieof 
great strength and spint. He chose a newaná-too]^ 
spear, lest the wood of the £E>rnier might have* been 
strained in the previous encounters he had sustained. 
Lastly, he laid aside his shield, which had received 
Bome little damage, and received another from his, 

Suires. His'íirst had only bome the generál device 
his rider, representing two kniffhts ridinguponone 
horse, an emblem expressive of the originál humility 
and povérty of the Templar's qualities, nrfakh they 
bad since estdraiiged for the airogance and weall& 
that finally occasióned their suppression. J3ois-Guil« 
bert^s new shield bőre a raven in full flight holding 
ip its claws a skuU, and bearing the mottó Gars le 
Carbeau. 

When the two champions stood opposed to each 
other at the two extremities of the lists^ the public tx* 
pectation wa& &traíiM»d to-tha -h%facat ptteh. Few 
aágured the possibility that the encoanter could ter- 
minate well for the Disinherited Knight, yet his 
courage and gallantry secured ' the generál good 
wishes of the spectators. 

The trumpets had no sooner given the signal thaii 
the champions vanished from their pósts with the 
speed of lightning, and closed in the centre of die 
lists with me shock qf a thunderbolt;^ The lances 
bnrst intő shivers up>to the very grasp^ and it seem^ 
ed at the moment that both knights had fallen, for 
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the shbck had maáe.eath horse recoUbackwards upon 
>its hams. The address of 'tíie ríders reco vered their 
steeds by the use of the bruile and spur, and having 
glared on each other for an instant with eyes nvhkh 
seenied to fiash fire through the hars of their visors, 
each ihade a demi-volte, and retiríng to the extremity 
of the lists, received a fresh lance from the attendanta. 
"' A loud shout from the spectators, waving of scarfa 
and hándkerchiefs, and generál accíamations, attest- 
ed the interest taken by the spectators in thia encoun« . 
ter; the most. equal,* as well as the best pérformed, 
which had gtaced the day. Bút no sooner had the 
knights résumed their station, than the clamour of ap- 
plause was hushed intő a silence, so deep and so dead 
tthat it seemed thi||;inultitude were afraid evén to 
breathe. 

A feví^ minutea pause having been allowed, that 
the combatants and their horses mightrecover breath, 
.Printe John with his truchéon signed to the trumpets 
td sound the onset* The cbampions a second time 
sprong from their stations, and ciosed in the centre 
jof the lists, with the same speed, the same dexierity, 
the same violence, but not the same equal fortone as 
"before. 
, In this second encounter, the Templar aimed at the 
centre of his antagonbt's shield, and struck it so fair 
and forcibly that his spear went to shivers, and the 
Disinherited Knight reeled in his saddle. On the 
other hand, that champion had, in the begiqning oi 
liis career, dirccted t\\& point of his lance towards 
Bóis-Guiibert's shield, but, changing his aim almost 
in the moment of the encounter, be addressed it to 
the beimet, a mark more difficult to hit, but which, if 
attained, rendered the shock more irresistible. . Yet,^ 
evea at this disadvantage, the Templar sustainedhis 
high reputation; and had not the girts of his saddle 
burst, he might not have been unhorsed* As it chanc- 
ed however, saddle, horse, and man, roUed on.th^ 
ground underacloud of dúst. 



To extricaÉe hamself firom the átsrnips and fiiHeii 
Yteed) was to theTempkír scarce th« work óf a mo- 
ment; «Qd stung with madtiess, faoth at Ms 'disgrace 
9fxi at the acokmatiotis with tp^ich h was hailed by 
jtfae spectatore, he drevr bb sword and waved^it ia 
defiance of his coftqueror. Tht Dbii^riiéd Kni^ 
^Mting &dm hifi steed and cdso UDaheatt»ed hk swordw 
"lile marshals of: the field^ however, Bpurred their 
horseftbetweetithefn) aod remkided them, that the 
lawfi of thetoiiniáment did aot, on the present occa» 
aiott, permit tbls specks of encounter. 

«^ We dhall meet ag^in,. I trusV' saidtheTempIar, 
casting a resemful glatice at his ^tagocist; ^ and 
frhere there are nőne to separate us.^' 

«« If wedo net/' said the DiiÚ9ÍJerited Kntgh^««the 
fault shall not be mine. On foot ot horseback, wttk 
epear^ with axe, or with sword, I am aiike ready 
to encounter thee*'' 

Mdre add angrier words wojűild have been exchang- 
ed, bttt the marfihalö crossing their lances> betwixt 
then)) GompeUed them to separate. The IMsinherited 
Knight retutned to his fttst statíonand Bois-Guilbeit 
tóhis tent, whereheremained for the rest of the daj 
in an agony of despair. 

Witfaout alighting from his horse, the conqueror 
cafied ibr a bowlof wiae, and opening the beaver or 
lower part of his helmet, announced that he quaffied 
it ^* To all true English hear^, and to the confusion 
of ft^ceign t3rrants.^' He then cómmanded hi3 trum*- 
pet to sound a defiance to the chaUengers^ and desired 
« herald to announce to them, that he should make no 
election, but was willing to encounter them in the or- 
der in which they pleased to adraoce against him. 

The gigantic Front-de-B<suf, armed in sable ar- 
mour, was the first who took the field. He boi^ on 
a white shield a black bulPs bead, half defaced by 
the nuinerous encounters which he had ündergone, 
andbeating the arrogant mottó, t7a9^i ^<3i^f<m. Over 
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this champíon the Disioherited Knight, obtained a 
slightbutdecisive ádvantage* Both champions^roke 
their lances fairly, but Front-de-Bosuf, who lost a 
stirrup in the encounter, was adjudged to have the 
disadvai^tage* 

In the stranger'a third encounter with Sir Philip 
Malvoisin,he was equally successfiil; stríkingthat bá- 
ron 80 foFcibly on the casque, that the lacings of the 
helmet broke, and Malvoisin, only saved from falling 
b^ being unhelmed, was declared vanquished like 
his companions. 

In his fotirth encounter with Oe Grantmesml, tbe 
Disinherited Knight ahowed as much courtesy as he 
had hitherto evinced courage and dexterity. De . 
Grantmesnil's horse which was young and violent, 
reared and plunged in the course of the career so as 
to disturb ' the rider^s aiín, and the stranger, declin- 
ing to take the advantage which this accident aíFord- 
ed him, raised his lance, and passing his antangonist 
without touching him, wheeled his horse and rode 
again to his own end of the lists, oíFering his antago* 
BÍst, by a herald, the chance of a second encounter. 
This De Grantmesnil declined, avowing himself 
vanquished as much by the courtesy as by the ad- 
dress of his opponent. 

Ralph de Vipont summed up the list of the stran- 

frer's triumph, being hurled to the ground with such 
brce, that the blood gushed from his nőse and 
moutb, and he was bome senseless from the lists, > 
The acclamations of thousands applauded the una- 
nimous award of the Prince and Marshals, announc- ^ 
ing that day's honours to the Disinherited Knight» 
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CHAPTER IX* 



-In tfae midst W88 i»een 



A hsáy of ft more majestic meiti, 

By statue and by be&uty marked their inVéfis^ qitteii. 

And as ín beauty die síupaáaM the choir* 
3o nobler than the rest was ber attirei 
A crowB of niddy gold encloaed ber broir, ^ 
Phin without potnp^ and jrich witbout a showj 
A branch of Aghua caatus on ber bánd, 
She boré aloft ber ajnnbol of command. 

TheFlowermuliheLeaJ: 

WiLLiAM nt Wy viL and Stcpíicn de Martival, the 
marshais of the field, were the first to offier their con- 
gratúlatiöns to the victor, praying him, at the same 
timej to suiFer his helmet to be unlaced, or, at least, 
that he would raise his visor ere they conducted him 
to receive the prize of the day 's toumcy from the hands 
óf Prince John. The Dismheritcd Knicht, with aU 
ltnightlycourtesy,decrmed their request,alleging,that, 
hecould not at uiis time sufier his face tőbe seen, íbr 
reasons which he had assigned to the heralds wheü he 
entered the Ikts. The marshais were perfectly satisfi- 
ed withthis reply, for amidst the capricioud vows by 
which knights were aqcustomed to bind themselves in 
those days of chivalry, there was nőne more common 
than those by which they engaged to remain incognito 
for a certain spacé, or until somé particular adventure 
was achieved. The marshais, therefore, pressed no far- 
ther intő the mystery of the IKstnherited Knight, but 
announcing to Prince John the conqueror's desire tore- 
mamunknown^theyTequestedpermissionlobringhim 
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before his grace, in order that he might receive the 
reward of bis valour. 

John's curiosity was excited by the mystery öb- 
served ^by the stranger; and, being alread^ displeased 
with the issue of the tournament, in which the chal- 
lengers whom he favoured had been successively de* 
feated by one knight. he answered haughtily to the 
marshals, ** By the light of Our Lady's brow, this 
same knight hath been disinherited, as well of hi? 
<:ourtesy as of his lands, since he desirea^to appear be- 
fore U8 without uncovering his face.-— Wot ye, my 
lords," he said, turning round to his train, '> who this 
gallant can be, thatbeárs himsélf tl)us proudly?" 

** I can not guesa,'* answered de Bracy, ** nor did 
Jt think therehad been withinthe fourseas that girth 
Sritain a champion that could bear down these five 
Icnights in one day^s jousting. By my faith I shall 
siever forget the force with which he shocked De Vi- 
pont. The poor Hospitaller was hurled froai)iis*sad<* 
dle liké a stone from a sling." 

*^ Boast not of tliat," sa'td alcnightof St« John who' 
was present; ^^ your Temple champion had no better 
luck. I saw Bois-Guilbert roU thrice over grasping 
his hands fuU of 8.^d at every tum." ' 

Bracy, being attached to the Templars, would harc 
replíed, but was pre vented by Prince Joho;. " Silence, 
jArsV^ he said; ^^ what unprofitable debate have we 
here?" 

*^ The victor," said De Wy vil, " still waits the pka- 
sure of your highness." 

** It is our pleasure,'* answered John, " that he do 
so wait until we learn whether there is not somé one 
who can at least guess at his name and auality.— ^ 
Should he remain there till night, he has nad work 
enöugh to keep him warm." 

*' Your grace," said Waldcmar Fitzursc, " will do 
less than due honour to the victor, if youcompel him 
to wait till we teli your híghness that which w^ con- 
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not know; at least I can form no guess— >unle&s he 
be one of the good lances who accompanied Kiog 
Richárd, and who are now straggling homeward from 
the Holy Land." 

** It may be the Earl of Salisbury," sáid Bracy; 
** he is about the samc pitch," 

^* Sir Thomas de Multen, the knight of Gilsland 
rather," said Fitzurse; *^ Salisbury is bigger in the 
bones." A Mrhisper arose among the train, but by 
whom íirst Suggested could not be ascertained. 
** It might be the King-*it might be Richárd Coeur- 
de-Lion himsclí/' 

" Over God's forebode!" said Prince John,involup- 
tarily tuming at the same time as pale as death, and 
ahrinking as if blightcdby a flash of lightning; ** Wal- 
demar! — Bracy! brave knights and gentlemen^ re- 
tnember your protnises and stand truly by me/' 

^^ Hefe is no danger impending," said Waldemar 
"Fitzurse; are you so litúe acquainted with the gigan- 
tic limbs of your father's son as to think they can be 
held within the circumference oi yonder suit of ar* 
tnour?— De Wyvil and Martival, you will best sérve 
^ the Prince by bringing forward the victor to the 
throne and ending an error that has conjured all the 
blood from his cheeks.— Look at him more clösely," 
he continued, *^ your highness mtíU see that he wants 
three inches of King Richard's height, and twice as 
much of his shoulder-breadth. The very horse he 
backs could not have carried King Richárd through 
a single course." 

While he was yet speakine, the marshals brought 
forward the Disinhecited Knight to the foot of a 
^ ivooden flight of steps ívhich förmed the ascent from 
the li$t8 to Prince John's throne* Still discomposed 
- ívith the idea that his brother, so much injiired, and 
to whom he was so much indebted, hadsuddenly ar<^ 
rived in his native kingdom, evén the distinctiona 
pointed out by Fitzurse did not altogethtr remove 
the Frince's apprehensions; and while with a shorc 



mnd embarrMsed eulogy upön his valour, he caused 
to be deliveredto him tbe var-borse aasi^ed as the 
prUe, he tregibled lest from the barred viior of the 
mailed form before hior, an answer might be retarn- 
edinthe deep aód^awfuL accents of Richárd the 
JLion-hearted. 

Bttt the Di^inberíted Knight spoke not a word in 
' reply to the compliment of thé Prince, which he only 
acknowledged by a profound obeisaűce*. 

The horse was led intő the lists by two grooms ricb-> * 
ly dresSed, the animál itself being faUy accoutred with 
tbe richest war-furniture; which, however, scarcely 
fidded to itfl value in the eyes of those whowere iudges. 
Laying one hand upoa the pummel of the saddle, the 
Disinherited Knight vaulted at once upon the back 
of the steed without making use of the stirrup, and, 
farand^ishing alaft his lance,' rode twice around the 
tbt» exhibiting the póints and paces of the animál ^ 
with the ekiU of a perfect horseman. 

The appearance of vanity, which might otherwise 
have been attributed to this display, was rentoved by 
the propriety shown in exhibiting to the best advao- 
tage the príncely reward with which he had been juat 
honoured, and' the Knight was again greeted by the 
sifcclamations of all present* - " , 

In the meanwfaile the bostling Prior <tf Jorvaulx 
had reminded Prince John, in a whisper, that the 
victor must now display his good judgment, instead 
\^ his valour, by selecting, from among the beauties 
who graced the galleries, a lady, who should fiU the 
throne of the (^ea of Beauty and of Lőve, and de« 
}iver the prize of the toumey upon the ensüing da^, . 
The prince accőrdiogly made a sign with his tru»- 
cheon, as the Knight passed him in his secoad career 
around the lists. The Knight tumed towank the. 
thrűne, and sitiking his láncé, until thé point was 
within a foot of the grouhd, rematned motionless, as 
ff expecting Joha'a comnúmdiy whUe afi adnúfcd 
12* 
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.thesudden dexterity nvith whichhe instuitly reáuced 
bis fiery áteed from a state of violent motion and high 
excitation to the stillness of an equestrian statue* 
.. *^Sir Disínherited Kníght," said Prínce Joha, 
^^ since that is the only títle by ívhích wé can address 
you, ít is now your duty, as i¥ell as privilege, to 
name the faíirlady, who^as Queen of Honour an<l of 
Lőve, is to preside over our next day 's festival. If, as 
a stranger in our land^ you should require the aid of 
other judgment.to guide your own^ y/e can only say 
that Alicia, daughter of our gallant knight Walde- 
mar Fitzurse, has at our court been long held the 
.first in Geauty as in place. Neverthéless, it is your 
undoubted prerogative to confer on whom you please 
this crown, by the delivery of which to the lady of 
. your choice, the election of to*niorrow's Queen wiH 
be formai and complete.'^Raise your lance." 

The Knight obeyed, and Prince John placed upoa 
its point a coronet of green satin, having around its 
edge a circlet of gold, the upper edge of which was 
reheved by arrow points and hearts placed inter^ 
changeably, liké the strawberry leaves and balls upon 
a ducal crown. 

In the broad hint which he dropped respecting the 
daughter of Waldemar Fitzurse, John had more thaii 
one motive, each the oíFspring of a mind, which 
was a strange mixture of carelesness and presump* 
t^on with low artifice and cunning. He wished to 
banish from the minds of the chivalry around him 
his own indecent and unacceptable jest respecting 
the J^wess Rebecca; he was desirous of conciliating 
Alicia's father Waldemar, of whom he stood inawe, 
and who had more than once showfi himself dissatis- 
lied during the course of the day's proceedings* He 
had alsó a wish to establish himself in the good 
graces of üie lady; for John was at least as licen* 
tious in his pleasures as profligate in his ambition. 
But besides all theae reasons, he was desirous to 
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raise up against the Disinherited Knigbt (towards 
whom he already entertained a strongdislike) apow- > 
crful enemy in the^rson of Waldemar Fitzurse, who 
was likely, h« thought, highly to resen^ the injuiy 
done to hs daughter, in case, as it was not unlikely, 
the yictor should make another choice* 

And 8o indeed it proved. For the Dismherited 
Knight passed the gallery close to that of the Prínce, 
in-n^ich the Lady Alicia was seatedinthe fuUpride 
of triumphant beauty^ and, pacing forward as slowly 
as he had hitherto rode swifdy around the lists, .he 
seemed to exercise his right of examining the nume* 
rous fair faces which adorned that splendid drcle, 

It was worth while tq see the different conduct of 
the beauties who underwent this examination, duríng 
the time it was going íorward. Somé blushed, somé 
assumed an air of prideand dignity, somé íooked 
dtraight forward, and essayed to seem utterly uncon- 
scious of what was going on, somé endeavoured to 
forbear smiling, and there were two or three who 
laughed out-ríght. There were alsó somé who drop* 
ped their vcils over their charms; but, as the Wardour 
Manuscript says these were beauties of ten years 
standinge it may be supposed that, having had theit 
fiiU shareof such vanities, they were wiUing to with- 
tlraw their claim, in orderto give a fairchance to the 
rising beauties of the age. , 

At length the champion paused beneath the balcony 
in which the Lady Rowena was placed,and the expec- 
tation of the spectators was excited to the utmost. 

It nvust be owned, that if an interest displayed in 
hissuccess could have bribed the Disinherited Knight, 
the part of the lists before which he paused had merít- 
ed his predilection. Cedric the Saxon overjoyed at 
the discomfiture of the Templar, and still more so at 
the miscarríage of his two malevolent neighbours, 
Front de-Boeuf and Malvoisin, had with half his 
. body stretched over the balcony, accompanied the 
victor ineachcourse,notwidi his eyes only^but with 
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his wbole hei^ and souL The Lady Rowena had 
watched the progresa of the day with eqaal attention, ^ 
^tlKiugh withput bctraymg in sam^ intense interest* ' 
Evén úíe unmoved Athehtane had shown* symptom^ 
dP fihaking'^off his apathy, when, calline för a bum 

BMet of museadine, he quaffed itto the health ef thqr 
iainherited Knight. 
• Another group, stationed under the gallery occapi* 
ed by the Saxono,'had shown no less interest in ídie 
fate of the day* 

^^ Falher Ábrahám," said Isaac of York, when the 
first course was run betwixt the Templar and the 
Disinheríted Knight, ^^ how fiercely that Gentile rides! 
Ah t^e good hörse that was brought all the long way 
from Qarbary, he takes no more^care of him than íf 
he wer^ a wild ass's colt*^and the noble arnour, tlnat 
was wortb somany sequins to Jdbeph Pariéra, the 
armourer oi Milgn, besides seventy in the bandred 
of profits, he cares for it as little as if had foiind it in 
thé highwaysr' 

*^ If he risks his own p^son and limbs, fatber,^' 
said Rebecca, *^ in doing such a dreadful battle, he 
caja scarce he ea^ected to s^ve.his horse and aroKmn*' 
. ««^ Chiidr' repHed Isaac, somewhat beated, ^^ thou 
Icaowestnot wl>at thou speakest-^His neck and limbs 
are his own, but his horse and armour belong to . 1 1 
Holy Jacob! w^at was I aboijt to say! — Nevertbe* 
less it is a good youth — See Rebecca! see, he is 
again about togo im to battle against the Philistine-p-«. 
Pray^child— pray for ^safcty of the good youtb^-** 
and of the speedy horse, and of the rich armour, — 
God of my fathersP' be ag^in exclaimed, ^^ be hath 
conquered and the u&circumcised Philistine hath 
falién before his Iance,~even as Ogg the King of 
Basban, and Sihon« King óf the Amorites, feli before 
tji.e sword of our fatherst-^Surely he shall take their 
^d and their silver, ai^ tfaeh* war-hbrses, and their 
annour of brass and of steel for a prey and for a spoiL" 

The aame an:KÍe(y did the wprtb^ Jew éififiaiy da** 
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ring every eourse that was rufi, seldom faUing to ha2> 
ard a hasty calculation concerning the value of the 
horse and armour which was forfeited tothe champU 
on upon each new success. There had been therefore 
no small interest taken in the suceess of the Disin- 
herited Knight, by those who occupied the part o( 
the Usts before which he now pausea. 

Whether írom indecision or somé other motive of 
hesitation^ the champion of the day remained sta* 
tionary for more than a minute, while the eyes of the 
silent audience were rivetted upon his motipns; and 
then gradually and gracefully sinking the point of his 
lance, he' deposited the corqnet which it supported at 
th«feet of the fair Rowena. The trumpets instandy 
souaded, whíle the heralda proclaimed the Lady 
Rowena the Queen of Beauty and of Lőve for the 
ensuing day, menacinff with suitable penalties those 
livho should be disobedient to her autnori^^ They 
then repeated their cry of Largesse, to which Cedric, 
in the height of his ioy, replied by an ample donative^ 
and to which Athelstane though less promptly, add- 
ed one equally large* 

There was somé murmuring amongthe damsels of 
Norman descent, who were as much unused to see 
the preference given to a Saxon beauty, as the nobles 
were tosustain defeat in the games of chivalry which 
they themselves had introduced. But these sounds 
of disaífection were dro wned by the popular shout of . 
^^ Long live the Lady Rowena, the chosen and laW' 
ful Queen of Lőve and of Beauty!'' to which many 
added, ^^ Long live the Saxon Princess! long live the 
raceof the immortal Alfréd!" 

However unacceptable these sounds might be to 
Prince John, and to thQ3e around him, he saw him- 
self neverthdess obliged to confirm the nominatioa 
of the yictor; and accordingly calling to horse, he 
left his throne and mounting his jennet, accompa- 
nied by his traio, he again entered the Usts. The 



134 IVANBOE* 

Prioce paused a moment beneath the gallery of th^ 
Lady Alicia, to whom he paid his compliínents, ob^* 
servmg, at the same time, to those around him'— >^^ By 
my halidome, sirs! if the knight's feats in armshave 
shown that he hath limbs and sinews, his choice hatb 
no less proven that his eyes aré nőne of the clearest." 

It was on this occasion, as during his whole life, 
John's misfortune not perfectly to understand the 
charjicters of those whom he wished to conciliate* 
Waldemar Fitzurse was ratheroffended than pleased 
at the prince stating thus broadly 'an opinioá that his 
daughter had been sUghted.' 

^^ I know no right of chivalry," he said^ ^* more 
precious or inalienable than that of each free knight 
to choose his lady-love by his own judgóient. My 
daughter courts distinction from no one^ and in.her 
own character, aiid in her own sphere, will nevér fail 
to receive ttte full proportion of that which is her 
due." 

Prince John replied not; but, spurring his horse^ 
as if to give vént to his vexation, he made the animál 
bound forward to the gallery where Rowena was 
seated, with the crown stHl at her feet. 
^** Assumc," he said, "fair lady, the mark ofyout 
sovereignty, to which nőne vows homage more sin- 
cerely thap ourself; ' and^ if it please you to-day^ 
with your noble sire and fríends, to grace our banquet 
io the Castle of Ashby^ we shall learn to know the 
empress to whose service we devote to-morrow/' 

Rowena remained silent, and Cedríc answered for 
her iii his native Saxon. 

** The Lady Rowena^'* he said, " possessesnot the 
language in which to reply to your courtesy, or to 
Bustain her part in your testivaL I alsó, and the no* 
ble Athelstane of koiiigsburgh, speak only the lan- 
cuagé, and practice only the manners of our fathers. 
Wc thercfore decline with thanks your courteous ín- 
yitation to the banquet. To-mbrrow the Lady Row- 



ena wlU take apotiher the state to wKich she hasbeen 
called by the free election of the victor Knight, con- 
firmed by the acclamations of the people*** 

So saying, he lifted the coronet, and placed ic upon 
Rowena's head, ia tokén of her acceptance of the 
temporary authority assígned to her. ^ ^ 

" What says he;'' said Prince John, affectinff not 
to understand the Saxoa language, in which now- 
ever, he was well skilled* The purport of Cedric'^ 
(^eech was repeated to him in Freneh. *^ It is well,** 
he said^ *^ to-morrow we wiU ourfólf conduct this 
mute sovereign to her seat of dignity.-<-You, at least^ 
Sir Knight/' ne added tuming to the victor, who 
had remained near the gallery, ^^ will this dáy sharc 
our banquet.'' * • 

The Knight, speakiny for the first time, in a low 
and hurried voice, excused himself by pleading fa- 
tigue, and the necessity of preparing for to-morrow's 
encounter, 

**Itis wclV said Priöce John haughtily, *< al- 
tbongh unused to auch refusals, we wiU endeavoür 
to digest our banquet as we may,^ though ungraced 
by the most successful in arms, and his elected Queen 
oí Beauty." 

So saying, he left the listfi with hisglitteriogtrain^ 
and his departure was the signal for the breaking ' 
up and dispersión of the spectators. 

Yet^ with the vindictivememoryproperto ofTend- 
ed pride, especially when cambined with conscious 
want of desert, John had hardly proceeded three 
paces^ ere,^ tuming aroundhe fixed an eyé of steni 
resentment upon uie yeoman who had displeased 
him ih the early part of the day, and issued his com* 
mands to the raen-at^arms who stood near—" On 
your Ufe auffer not that fellow to escape/' 

The yeoman stood the angry glancé of the Prince 
-with the same unvaried steadiness which had marked 
his formerMeportment, ssQ^ing with a smile, ** I havc 
no intention to leave Ashby until the day after to-mor- 



ISB IVAKROK. 

row— I must see how Staffordshire and Leicester* 
fthire can draw their bows— Needwood and Cham- 
wood must rear good arcKers." 

*^ I," ssid Prince John to his attendant8,but not in 
direct rcplyí " I will sce how he can draw his own; 
and wo betide hím unless his skill should pro ve 
somé apolocy for his insolence." 

** It is full time," said Bracy, ** thatthe outrecui" 
dance of these peasants should be restrained by somé 
Btríking eicample." 

Waldemar Fitzurse, who probably thought his 
patron was not taking the readiest road to populari ty^ 
ahrugged up his shoulders and was silent. .Prince 
John resumed his retreat from the lists, and the dis- 
persion of the multitude became generál. 

In various routs, according to the different quar- 
ters from which they came, and ín groups of various 
numbers, the spectators were seenretreatingoverthe > 
plain. By far the most numerous part streamed to- 
wards the town of Ashby, whcre many bf the dis- 
tinguished persona were lodged in the castle, and 
where others found accommodation in the town it- 
self. Among these were most of the knights who 
had already.appeared in the toumament,or whopro* 
posed to fight there the lensuing day, and who, as 
they rode slowly along, talking over the events of the 
day, were greeted with loud shouts by the populacc, 
The same accLamations were bestowed upon Prince 
John,although he was indebted forthem rather to the 
splendour of his appearance and train, than to the 
popularity of his characten 

A more sincere and more generál, as well as a 
better-merited acclamation, attended the victor of the 
day, until, anxious to withdraw hímself from popular 
notice, he accepted the accommodation of one of 
those pavilions pitched at the extremities of the 
Ksts, the use of which was courteously tendered 
him by the marshals of the field. Upon ^is retiring 
to his tenty many who had lingered in tíie lists, to 
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look upoQ and form conjectures concerning him, alsó 
4Í8persed* ' ^ 

The signs and sounds of a tumultuous concourse 
of men lately crowded together in one place, and 
agitatéd by the same passing cvents, were now ex- 
changed for the distant hum of voices of diíFerent ' 

rupa retreattng in all directions, and these speedt- 
died away in ailence* No other sounds were 
heard savé the voices of Uie menials, Vfho stripped 
the gaUeries óf their cushions^and tapestrv, in order 
to put them in aafety for .the night, and wrangled 
among themsdLvcs for the half-used bottles of wine 
and reliques of the refreshnients wMch had been 
served róund to the spectators. ^ 

Beyond the precincts of the lists more than one 
fturge was erected; and these now began to glimmer 
through the twili^t, announcing the toil of the ar- 
monrers, which* was to continue through the whole 
night, in order to repair or altér the armour which 
were to be used to-morrow. 

' A strong guard of men-at«arms, which was renew* 
ed at intervals, from two hours to two hour^, sur« 
roonded the lists^ and kept watch during the night. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Thus, llke the Md ptenging rayeiiy thst toÜs 
The flick tnin^ paasport in her hollów beak. 
And íb the shadow of tbe silenft night, 
Iloth shttke conti^on from her ssble viagf; 
Vex'd and tormented, nui8 peor B»f7ah«i# 
1¥ith fMal CHioMi towaeds^tSUMe (HDiitMB. 

T^£ Diainheríte4 Knight bft4 fio somer.reacbed 
hi9 pavilton, jihai^ squires and pagíQS in abuadwoe 
te<i4ered their servic^s to disarm him, to brmg hmh 
sMKtre, and to offer him the^reírembmeiit <tf tJsie hatb. 
Their zeal oh this occasiw vae perhapa atuurpenod 
by curiosiQr, tíiskct every oae desir^d to know vho 
the knight waa that had gained ao many laurels, yet 
had refused to lift his visor or to narne his nune. 
But their ofiicious inquisitiveness was not gratified. 
The Disinherited Knight refused all other assistance 
savé that of his own squire, or rather yoeman— « 
clownish-looking man, who wraptin a cloak of dark- 
coloured felt, and having his head and face half- 
buried in a Norman bonnet made of black fur,seem- 
ed to aíFect the incognitio as much as his masten 
AH others being excluded from the tent, his attend- 
ant relieved his master from the more. burthensome 
parts of his armour, and placed food and wine before 
him, which the exertions of the day had rendered 
very acceptable. 

He had scarcely finished a hasty meal, ere his me^ 
nial announced to him that five men, each leadin^ a 
barbed steed, desired to speak with him* The Dis« 
inheriteé Knight had exchanged his armour for the 
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long robe Qsfuaftly 'wem by tbose of his condition, 
which beiffig fumished wíth a hood, concealed tbc 
featiires, when sucb was tbe pleasure of the wearer, 
almost as comprcfteíy as the vtóor of the beimet hself; 
but the twiUgbt, n^bich was now^ hűt darkening, 
woaldof itsdíf bave rendereda disguise utinecessaiy, 
unless to persons to whom tbe face of an individual 
cbanced to be pártíctilariy wén known. 

Tbe Dísinherited Kníght^'tbereforc, stcpt boldly 
ábrth tú the fmni of -b» teibl, and found the squires 
of the challefigers, n^hotn he easily knew by tbeir 
rcisset atíá blá^k dresses, each of whom led his mas- 
ter'd charger^ loiidéé with the armour in which he 
had- that day fotight. 

** Accordhig to the fews of chivalry," said the 
forfemostofthesemen;*«I, Baldwinde Oyley, sqnire 
to tbe redonbted Knight Brian de B<ns»Guilbert. 
make oflRer to yoa ft^ltng yourself the Disinherited 
Kntgbt, of the howfc aild anhour üsed by the said 
Bfian de Bois^GuUbert ín thís day^s padsage of arms^ 
léaving It wíth yoar nobleness to retain or to ransom 
the same accordíng^to your pleasure; for auch is the 
lawofaTms.'/ 

The olhcr scjuires^ 1re|>eáted nearly the same for- 
mula, and then stood to await the dectsion of the 
Disinherited Knight. 

**To you, four sirs/' repHed the Knight, address- 
ing those who had last spoken, " and to your hon* 
otarftble and valíant masters, I have one common 
reply, Coramend me to the nöble Kníghts, your 
masters, and say I should do ill to deprive them of 
steeds and arms which can ne ver be used by braver ? 
eavaliers; — I would I could here end íny message to 
these gallant knights) but being as I term myself in 
truth and eamest, the Disinherited, I must be tbus 
fár bound to your másters, that they will, of fheir 
courtesy, be pleased^to ransom "tbeir armour, sihce 
that which 1 wear I can hardly term mine own." 

**We stand cosnmissipfted^*' answered the squire 
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of Reginaid Front-de-Bceuf, to oScr each a hun- 
dred zecchina in racsom of these honesaodsuitsof 
aripoun" 

, «^ It is sufficient/' said tbe Diainheríted Kmght. 
<^ Half the aum my pre^sent necca/üties cpmpel me tq 
accept, of the rcmai^iag half, diatribate.one. moi^ty 
among .yourselves. sir sqüireSf. aod, divide the 'otfaer 
half betwixt the )(eralds and the pursuivants^ and 
niinstrels, and atiendanjs." 

. Tbe squires with cap in hand^andkm reyerences, 
expressed theír deep seose.pf .a courieay aod gene- 
rosity not often pi^tised, at least upon a scde ao 
extensive. The Disinherited Knigbt thea addressed 
his discourse to Baldwin, the squirc of Brian de ' 
Bois-Guilbert. ^^ From your master,^' sáid he. ^ I 
\v ill accept neitber arms nor ransooi. 8ay to him in 
my name, that our strife is oot ended — no^ not till 
We have fought as well with swords as with laiices-«* 
as well on foot as on horseback* To this mortal 

Sparrel be has himself defied me, and I sh^^ll not 
orget tbe challeiige.^^Meamtmei let him be assured, 
that I hold ^im'not as one of his companíons, wiih 
whom I can with pleasure exchange cpurtesies; but 
rathéras one with ívhom I ftand uponterms of mpr* 
tal defiance." 

" My roastcr," answered Baldwin, " koows how 
to requtte scorn with scom, and blows with blows, 
as well as courtesy ívith courtesy. Since you dis^ 
dain tó accept from him any share of the ransom at 
which you haye rated the arms óf the other knights, 
I must leave ^bis artnour and his horse. here, being ^ 
well assured that he wiU never mount the one npr ' 
:wcar the other." 

" You have spoken well, good squire," said the 
Disinherited Knight/^ well and boldly, as it beseem- 
eth him to speak who answers for an abseat masten 
Leave not, however, the horse and armour here* 
Restore them to thy master, or, if he scorns to ac- 
cept them, retain them, good iriend, for thine own 
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ute^ So lar as4i6]r are mine, I bestow them lipon 
you freely." 

Baildwiii made a deép obeinsnce, and retíred with 
hÍ9 com^aiáona; and die Disiiiherited JCnight enter- 
edthepsviSoii. 

'^ Tküa^ fo^^kinh," satd he, addressíAg h» at« 
tefidant^ ^^the reputatioD of EngMsh cbivrirjr hath 
not sttffered in my hatids.^' 

** And I," said Gurth, ** for a Saxon swine-herd, 
have.Bot:ittplayedtiiepef«oaagéof a Normaii squire* 
at-arms." 

•* Yea, but,?* »nwered the Bisinherited Knight, 
^Hhou kast ever kept mt íu anxiety lestthy clowníüi 
bearing shbuld (£»co«er űieeJ^ 

♦' Tusbí" said'Guitb, ♦* I fcar discavery from nőne, 
sa^n^ my play-fcllów, Wairtba the jestér, of whom 
I cottkl never diécover wlieüier be were mbst kaave 
or kel. Yet I cöuld scaree cboose but langb, wben 
my old master passed «o near to me, dreaming all 
tbe wbik ihat Gurtb uras keeping bis porkers many 
a mile oS>ÍB tfae'tbickcitsáfid swampsof Rotfaerwood. 
If I am dÍ9covered-^-«^'' 

^^ £fiocigh," said the Disinherited Knight, ^^ tbon 
kaowest my prcmiise." 

** Nay for thatmatter," said Gnrtfa, ** 1 will never 
failr my frlend for £ear of my skín-cuttsng. I faave a 
tougbbide, that wfll bear útc scourge ad weli as any 
bosurs bide in my berd." 

** Triiat me, I will reqoite the -mk you runr for 
nqr lőve, Gurlh," saíd the Ktiight. ^ Meanwbiley I 
pray ymx to accept these ten pieces of gold." 

^ I am richer,*' said Gurth, putting them iotp his 
pouch, ^^^ dián ever- waa swine-bérd orbonds-m^u'' 

♦* Take tbia bag of goWto Ashby," contioued bis 
xiíaster, **and find oQt Isaactbe J«w of YiM-k, and 
let him pay bimself for the horse and arms wilb 
'whicb bis Gredk supplied me;" 

««Nay, by Si.^ Dimstan/' repHed Gfweütj ^tbat i 
wütnatdo^^ 

•^13* 
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^Hoff, knave,*' repUed his mtster, ^wik thau 
not'obey my commands?" 

"' So tbey be honest, reasonable, and Cbriattan 
comihands, yeplied Gurtb, ^^but this is nőne of 
these. To suffer the Jew to pay himseli' wouldrbe 
di^cmest^ for it would be cbeatíng my Knaster; and 
unreasonable, for it were the part of a fool; and un* 
christian, since it would be plundering a beiiever to 
enrich an ínfideL" , ^ 

^^ See him contented, however, thbu variét/' said 
the Disinberited Knight. 

^^ I will do so/' said Gnrtb, taking the bag under 
hts cloak, and leainng the aparmient; ^^ and it willgo 
hard," he muttered, ** but I conlent him with one« 
fotirth of his own asking/' So saying, he departed, 
apd left the Disinberited Knight to his own per^lex^ 
ed rufoinations; whith lapon more accounts th«i it 
is now poBsible to communicate to the reader, were 
of a nature peculiarly agitating and painfuU 

We must now chaage the séene to the village of 
At^hby, or rather to a country house in Ha vicim^ 
belonging to a weahhy Israehte, with wbom Isaac, 
his dau^ter, and retinue, had taken up their quar- 
ters; the Jews, it is weil known, being as liberai in 
exercising the duties of hospitality and charíty aagiong 
their own people, as they were idieged to be retuo 
tant, and churlish in extending them to others* 

In an apartment, small indeed, but richly fumish- 
ed with decoi^ations of ah Orientál taste, Rebecea 
wüs seated on a heap, of embroidered cushions, 
which, píled along a low platform that sarrounded 
^the apartment, served liké the estrada of the Spa- 
mards, instead <rf cbairs and stools* She was watch- 
ing the motioná of her father with a look of ábxious 
and filial affection, while he paced the apartment 
with a dejected mién and disordered step; sometimes 
dasptng his hands together—- sometimes castmg his 

aes to the roof of the apartment, as one who laböiir« 
under great mentái tribulation. ^* O Jacob!" be 
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- ezdaímedr-^^^O all ye twelve Holy Fatfaers of oar 
tribe? what a losing venture is this for one wKo hath 
doly kept «veiy jot and tink of ^e Um of Monps. — 
Fifty zecchins wrenched from me atooe clutch, and 
by die taloDB of a tyrant!'* 

^^ But, fodier/' said Reb^cca^^^ you seemed to give 
tbc gold to Piince John willingly." 
' ^^ WilUngly? the blotcb of Egypt upon him!— Wil- 
ingly saidst thouf— Ay, as willingly as wbea, in the 
Gul( of Lyons, I flung over my merchandiae to li^ht-* 
en the ship, while she laboured in the tempest-^^ro- 
faed the seething billov^ in my choice silks— perfu- 
medtheir bríny foamwith myrrh and aloes^— enrich- 
ed tbeir cavems with gold and silver work! And wsis 
0OtC that an honr of unutterabie misery, though my 
Qvn faands made the sacrifice!" 
, ^^ But it was to savé our lives, father," answered 
Rebecca,^.* and the God of our fathers has since bless- 
ed your store and yout getttngs." 
- '^ Ay»" answered Isaac, ** but if the tyrant lays 
faold on them as he did tcMlay, and compels me to 
smile wbile he is robbing me^—O daughter, disin- 
hertted and waüdering as we are, the worst evil that 
befals our race is, that whcn we arewronged and plun* 
dered, all the world laughs aróund, and we are com- 
peUed to suppress our sense bf injury, and to smile 
tamely, when we shouldrevenge bravely." 

*^ 'Ihink not thus of it, my mther," said Rebecca, 
^> we abo haye advaát^es. „These Gentiles, crue) 
aiid oppressive as th^ are, are in somé sort depen- 
, d^a^t on the dispersed cbildren of Zión, whom they 
desspise and persecute. Without the súd of our 
wealth they could neither fumish forth their hosts 
in war, nor their triumphs in peace; and the gold 
which we lend them returns with increase to our cof- 
fers: We are liké the herb which flourisheth most 
when it is* most trampled* £ven this day's pageant 
had not proceeded^ without the coosent ottha despis- 
ed JeW) who funnshed the meaB8«^ 
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«> Bau^ile^'^ sftid IsMO, ^' TboChfascaitharfMé lapom 
attother atring of aoitow. Xhc goodly steed and tfe 
rich armour,, eimal to the fuU profit o£ mj adveii«> 
tűre with our Hiijath Jaírm of Leieealer— .there 
18 a dead loss too, swallowa tip tbe gains of « weckf 
ay, of the spac^ beiween two Sabaotb^^-^and yc€ it 
may end better than I now tiUak, fór 'tis a good 
youch*" 

*^ Aasuredlyy ' aald RebGCca^^* you sballnot repent 
y4Mi of r«quitia0 the good deed recelved of iheattaa* 
gerkoigbt*" * 

«^ I trust 8o^ daoghter^" aaid Isaac, ^^ and I tmst too 
in the rebuilding^of Zíon; but as. weU do I hope wiik 
nay own befdily eyea to sec the wddU. and battlcnentp^ 
of the new Temple^ aá to see a Chmtianyyea, tha 
very best of Chrístians, repay a,debt to a Je.w ludeiey^ 
imder the awe of the judge and thejaUor," 

So saying, he resun^ his diaconbented •wd;k 
throughthe apartment; amd Kebecca^.peveeivingthat 
her attempu at conaolasion only served to a^^sdcen 
new subjeets of complaint^ wisely deaiatied from her 
unavaillag efForta--^a pradeattal line of conduct, and - 
we recommend to all who aet up for the comibvtera 
and adviaera.» to foUow it in the iike csrciunataiBees* 

The eveníng waa now becoming d»rk, when m 
Jewiah aervant eniered the apartment, and placed 
upon the tafole two* silver lámpa, fed with perfumed 
oU;~tbd rícheat wtnea, and the moat delicate refiteah- 
menta %ere at the aame time displayed by another 
lafaelitiah domeatie on a amall ebony table^ snlsdd 
with attver; for the tnterior of their iuMiBea, the 
Jewa refUaed themaelvea no expenai;ii<e iadolgencea* 
At die aame' time the aervant informed laaac diata 
Naaarine^ (.ao they termed Chrbiiana, wfaále ce»> 
veraing amoag themaelveay)t deaired to apeafc widr 
him. . He thaA woi»Id Itve by traffic, reuat hold.faia 
tkae at the dSapoaal of every one claiming basincaa. 
wkh Írnak baac^ ome jnplaeed ^tt the taUe^ Úm 
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untittted gfaiss of Greek wine which he had just rais- 
cd to his Kps, and saying hastily to bis daughter, 
^ Rebécca, veil diyself],'^ commanded tbe stranger to 
beadmitted. ' 

Juat as Rehecca had dropped over^er fine fea- 
ti^res a scfeeQ of stlver gauze -irhieh reached to her 
feet the door ppeped, má Guith entered, wrapt in 
the ample fblé of his Noman tDantle. His appear- 
ance was rather suspicious than preposscasing, espe* 
piaily a8^ inttead of doffingbís bonnet, be pollcd it stiU 
deeper ovcr his rugged brow. , 

*' Art thoo laaac the Jew of YaAl^ sald Gurth in 
SaxoQ. 

^^ I am," repKcd Isaac, in the same langua^e, (for 
hi9 traffic had rendére^ évery tongue spokcnin Bri- 
tain familiar to him)-^^* and who art thou." 

*^ That is not to the purpose," ant^wered Gurth. 

^ As much as my name is to tbee," replied Isaac; 
« for without knowing thine, how can I hold inter- 
coqrse with thec?" 

** Easily," answercd Gurth, *^ I, being to pay mo- 
ney, must know that I deliver it to the right person; 
thou who art to receive it, wiH not, I think, care 
very greatly by whose ha^ds it is deliyered." 

** 0,-'v said the Jew, ** you arc comtvto pay mo- 
neys— .— Holy Father Ábrahám! that altereth our re- 
ISition to each other. And from whoin dóst thou 
bring it?" 

*♦ From the Disinheritcd Knighj," said Gurth, 
" victor in this day's toumament. It is the price of 
the armour supplied to*bim by Kirjath Jairam of 
Lciccster, on thy recommendation. "The steed is ' 
restored to thy stable* I desi^e to know the amount 
of the sum which I am to pay for.the armour." 

^^^ I said he was a good youth!" exclaimed Isaac 
with joyful exultation. *♦ A cup of wine^will dothee 
no harm," he added,filltngand handing to theswine- 
herd a richcr draught than he had ever before tasted, 
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^ And how nmeh laonef,'^- oontknicd Iftmef «< HffU 
diott broughr wkh thecd" 

«« Holy Vii^n^" and Garth, setting down Hit 
cap, ^* what tiectar these. unbelieving dogs drink^ 
whÜe true Cfaríaftíatis are faih to quoff ate as ikmddy 
and tbick as the draff- we give tö hogsI-^Wfaat mo* 
ocy have I broü^t witfa óie?" contimied tbe Saxon, 
whenhe had floiahed tfeis uncivíl ejacolaiími,^^ evén 
bttt a smrii sunt; somerinng ia bánd the trhilst. 
What, Isaac, chouvKUt bear a oonscáance, though it 
bt a Jewish one," 

. ^< Nay, bot/' md Isaiicv ^^ thy masiMr h»8^ \ron 
goodly steeds and rich armours yriút the strength of 
hi8 lancc^ and of hia ríght hand«^at * ^tis a gobd 
youth— the Jew will take theac in prezent fvymctst, 
and renderhimback the surpluB." * 

^* My tnaster has dispoeed of them already,''^ said 
Gurth. 

** Ah! that was wrong," said the Jew, ** tbat was 
the part of a foci. No Christians here could bny 
so many horses and armour-^no Jew except mysrelf 
would give him hs^lf the values. But thon hast a hun- 
dred zecchins with thee in that bag/' said Isaac pry- 
ing under Gunh's eloak, **■ it is a heavy ötíe." 

** I have heads for ccoss*bow bolts in it," said Gurth 
readiMr* 

♦* Well, then," said Isaac, ** If I shoold say that I 
should take eighty zecchins for the good stecd and 
the rich armour, which leaves me not a guilder's pto- 
fit, have you money to pay me?'* 

»' Barcly," said Gurth, ** and it will Icavc ray mas- 
ter nigh pennyless. Neverthelcss, if such be your 
least offer, I must be content.'* 

** Pill. ihvself another goblet of wine," said tbe 
Jew. " Ah! eighty zeccUns is too Utde. It leav-. 
eth no próíit for the usages of the moneys; aifd bé- 
sides, the good horse may have suiFered wrong in 
this daiy'a encrounter. O, it was a bárd and a dan- 



other liké wil4 bu&s of Búsban, The horae can nol 
but havi^: ha4 wrong,'^ 

^' And I «^y,^' r^pli^ Gaith, ^ he is sMnd, whid 
aa4 Uiikb; and you u^yus^e him naw, in youTatable. 
And 1 6ay, over aii4 ^^ve^ that sfiVMty zacchina ta 
^naugh for tbe armo^, aod l hope a ClMrtottaB'a 
v^d ta as good v^ a Jtew'ft^ If yoak wMl not taka 
sevan^, I will wry.lhía hag (andbasbo^ it tiU tbe 
contents jingii^d) b(pck to my »mstar»'* 

" Nay, may!" said Isaac; *♦ Jay down thc lalants*-* 
the sheke}a*-*Aa ^ighity zeccfaii»a, wd thoit ahdc see I 
will consider the liberty.'V 

Gunh com{4i«d9 a^d t^lücig Out eighly aecchins 
upop thé tabl^, the Jew dieUv^rad oiijt lo hifi)' an ac* 
qtiittanc^ fpr th^ 8i»i^ QÍ armoDr. The Jew'a h»d 
Uie^hledi for JQy asli0 wrappi^ npthe m,t seveatv 
pieae^ cf gpld, Tbe la&t ten h<e CcÁd over with maca 
d^Ub^nitioi^ pHii^^ngi aiid aayhig áomethiojS ^ ^ 
t0(^«ach.pie/p^/r:oi9 the ^le, ond dropt itiníohia 
purse. It seemed as if his avarice was struggUi>|^ 
vith'híe betfer patuse, apd compe|lÍ9g hioi ta pouch 
^^ei^cbín ^fter zecchi%iHrhile hiageaero^iQr iirg^ Hm 
to restoire aonie part at leaat tQ his bi^nefacti^* Hia 
wbd|3 ispeeeh ran nearly tl^m; ; 

*' 3eventyH9iie^**-seveníy«twoi thy maslér is agood 
yQ|;^th^-^seve0fyithree, on exceU^a* y mÚ¥ ac vep^* 
íbor— that piece ha;h b^n x:lipt wíthin the nnf^ 
se?en|y.f}yerTr^d that looketh light pf .wai^t-»-«e- 
venty-six-'^hen thy ^na^ter waptft mwifyt löt him 
o come,to Isaac of ITork-^-rsevéRty-f ^eyen^r-rthiit ia,MPÍth 
reascmabl^ seicurity." Heri^ he m^de a ^pasideisible 
pau^e^and Garth had gpod hi^pe that lihe laat ihrae 
piecea might e^cape the fata of iheir f^omrades; \mt 
the enppneration jí-oceaded*'^"^ Sky»tyreíghtr.-*boa 
arta good feUow'v^eyenty iíjpaf *^aiíd deservestaesne^ 
thing fcir ihyaelf^— " 

ü^re/the Jew paus^d again^ aad laoked af the faat 
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zeccliin, iqteiiding d^vibtless, to bestow itupon ütirth. 
i^e iveíghed it upcm the tip of bís íinger, and made h 
ring by dropphig it upon the tabte. Had it rang too 
flirt, or had it felt a hair's breadth too light, genero- 
•ity had carriéd the day; but unhappily for Gurtb, 
the chime was fiiU and true, the zécchm plump, new- 
ly cóined, andi a grain above weight. Isaac couldtiot 
find in his heavt to part with it, so droppedit intő his 
purse as ifin afosence of laiind, with the worda^ 
' ** Eighty coiápletes the tale, and I trust thy master 
will reward thee handsomely, Surely," he added, 
looking earnéstly at the bag, ^^ tbou hast more coins 
ín that pouch?" 

Gurih grinnéd, which was the nearest approach to 
a laugh, as he replied, ^ About the same quantíty 
which thoa hast just told over so carefully. He then 
földed the quittante, and put it under his cap, add- 
ing, — ** Peril of thy beard, Jcw, sec that this be foD 
and ample."" He filled himself, unbidded^ a third 
goblet of wine, and left the dpartinent without cere- 
auHiy. 

^^Hebecca/' said the Tcm^, << that Ishmaelite hath 
gone somewbat beyond me. Nevertheless his más- 
tér is a goód y^uüi — aye, and I am well pleased that 
he hath gsdned shekels of gold and shekels of silver^ 
evén by the speed of his horse and by the strength bf 
his lance, which liké thatof Goliath the Philistíne^ 
might vie with a weaver's beam." 

As he tumed to receive Rebecca's answer, he ob- 
served, that durín^ his chaiFering with Gurth, she 
had left the apártment unperceived. 

In the níeanwhile, Gurth had descended the stáir, 
and, having reached the dark antl-chaitiber or hall, 
was puzzlin^ about to discover the entrance, when a 
figure in white, shoim by a small silver lamp which 
she held in her hand, neckoned hím intő a side apart- 
ment. Gurth had somé reluctance toobey the sum- 
mons* Rough and impetuous ás a wild boar^ where 



ojily eartMj^ fotc^ yms to he a|^^?«heiided, he had alL 
the charaicterisiúc tcrrorsof a Sazoa respectmg fawna, 
forest ikDda, whit/e womeii, and the whde of super- 
stition which they brought wiü) tbem from the wilds 
of Gerinaay« He remembered moreover, that he 
wa$ in the hou9i? of a Jew, a oeople, who besidea. 
the other unamiable qualUieSi which popular report 
ascribed to them, were supposed to be profound ne- 
cromancers and cabalists. Nevertheless^after amb- 
ment's pause he obeyed the beckoning summons of 
the apparition, and followed her intő the apartment 
which she indicated. 

** My father did but jest with three, good feUow," 
said Rebecca; *^he owes thy master deeper kindness 
than these arms and steed could pay, were their va- 
lue ten-fold. What suoi didst thoa pay my father 
evennow?" 

^^ Eighty zecchins,^' said Gurth, surprised at the 
question. m 

*' In this purse^" said Rebecca, " thou wilt find a 
hundredy Restore to thy master that which is his 
due, and enrich thyself with the remaindér. Haste 
— begone — stay not to render thanks! and beware how 
you pass through thi» crdwded tovoi, where thou 
may'st easily lose hoth thy biirden and thy Hfe.— 
Reuben," she added clapping her hands together, 
** light forth this stranger, and fail not to dra.w lock 
and bar behind him." ^ 

Reuben, a dark-brow'd and black-bearded Isfael- 
ite obeyed her summons, with a torch in his hand; 
undid the outward door of the house, and cónduct- 
ing Gurth across a paved court, let him out through 
a wicketin theentrance-gate, which he closed behind 
him with such bolts and chains as would weU ha^ 
become that of a prison. 

" By St. Dunstan," said Gurth as he stumbled up 
the dark avenue, '■*' this is no Jewess, but an angel 
from heaven! Ten zecchins from my brave young 

VOL. !• 14 
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ttiasleiv-i.twetity fron tbis pearloC Zion*— Ob! happy 
4ay t..^uch another, Gartb, will redeeoi tby bondage, 
and make tbee a brotber a$ free of tby guild'as tbe 
beat. And tben do I lay down my swine^berd^s born 
and staff, take tbe freeman's sword and buckkr, and 
follow my youngmaster tatbe.deatb, witbontbiding, 
either my face or my mnne," 
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I CHAPTER XI. 

1 Oudaw. Stand sir, and tbrow us that you luve about yon; 
If not, we'll make you sít, and rifle you. 

Speed, Sir, we are undone! these arc tbe viHains . 
Tbat al] the travellevs do feat so mucb. 

VaL My fríends, 

1 Oia, Tbat's not so sir, we are your enemies. * 

2 Oaf. Peace! we'il bear htm. 

3 OiU, Aye, by my bcard will we; 
For be's a proper man. 

^ Two GenOtmeno/retimm. 

The nocturnal adventures of Gurth were not yet 
concluded; indeed he bimself became partly of that 
mind, when after passing one or two straggUng 
houses whtch stood ín the outskírts of the vUlage, he 
found himself in a deep lane running between two 
banks overgrown with hazel and holiy, while here 
and there'a dwarf oak ílung its arms altogether 
acruss the path. The lane was moreover much rut- 
ted and broken up by the carriages which had re- 
cently transporCed articles of various kinds to the 
place of the tournament; and it was dark^ for the 
banks and bushes intercepted the light of a fair sum- 
raer moon* 

Frocn the village were heard the distant sounds of 
reyelry, mixed óccasionally with loud laiighter,some 
times broken by screams, and sometimes by wUd 
strains of distant music. AH these sounds^ ititima- 
ting the disorderly state of the town, crowded with 
tnilitary nobles, and their dissolute attendants, gave 
Gurth somé uneasiness. *' The Jewess was right,'* 
he said to himself. '^ By heaveti and St. Dunstan, I 
\rould-I were safe at my journey^s end with all this 
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treasure! Here are such numbers, I vili not sa^ of 
errant thieves, but of errant knight, and errant squir4$s, 
errant monks and errant minstrels, errant jugglers, 
and errant jesters, that a man with a single merk 
vrould be in danger, much more a poór swine-herd 
ívith a whole bag full of zecchins. 'V^ould 1 were out 
of the shade of those infernal bushes, that I might at 
leastiSee atiy of St. Nicholíis' clerks befofe they spring 
on my shoulders/' 

Gurth áccordingly hastened Ws pace^ in order to 
gain the open common to which the lane led^ but was 
not so fbrtunate as to accomplish his object. Jfust as 
he had attained the üpper end.of the lane^ wherethe 
underwood was thickest, four men sprung upon him, 
evén as his fears had anticipated,two from each side^ 
of the road, and seized him so fast^ that resistance, if 
practicable, would have been to laté— -" Surrender 
your charge!" said one of them; " we are the delí- 
vercrs of the common wealth, who easc e very man of 
his burdcn," 

" You should not ease me of mine so lightly." 
mttttered Gurth, whose surly honestly could not be 
tamed evén by the pressure of immediate violence, — 
*^ had I it but in my powér to give three strokea in it% 
dcfence," 

** We shall see that presently," said the robber; 
and, speaking to his companions, he added ^^ bring, 
álong the knave, I sée he would have his head bto- 
kjen, as well as his purse cut, and so be let blood in 
two veins at once." 

Gurth was hurried along agreeably to this man- 
date, and having been dragged somewhat roughly 
ovcr the bank, on the left-hand side of the lane, 
found himself in a straggling thicket, which lay be- 
twixt it and the open common. He was compelled 
to follow his rough conductors intő the very depth 
of this cover^ where unexpectedly, they stopt in an ir- 
regular open space, free in a great measure from trecs, 
and, on which, therefore, the béams of the^moon feli 
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wlthout muth interruption fírom boughs and legyes. 
Here his j:aptors were joined by two othcr persona, 
apparently belonging to the gang, They had short ^ 
swords, by their sides, and quarter-staves in iheir 
hands, and Gurth could now observe that all six wore 
visors, which rendered their occupation a matter of no 
question,even had their former proceedings left itin 
doubt. 

" What tnoney hast thou, churl?" said onc of the 
thievés. 

** Thirty zécchins of my own property," aoswered 
Gurth, dóggedly. ' 

" A forfeit — 2L forfeit," shouted the robbers; ** a 
Saxon hath thirty zécchins, and returns sober frotn a ^ 
, viliágéi An uödeniable and unredeemablc forfeit of 
all he hath about him." 

•* I hoarded it to purchase my freedoni," said 
Gurth. 

"Thou art an ass/' replied one of the thieves 
*' three quarts of double ale had rendered theeas frec 
as thy master; av* and freer too, if he be a Saxon liké 
thyself." 

** A^d truth," replied Gurth; « but if the thirty 
2ecchins will buy tny fretídom from yoii, unloose my 
hands, and I will pay them to you. 

** Hold," said one who seemed to exercise somt 
authority o ver the others;" this bag which thou bear- 
est, as I can feel through thy cloak, contains more coin 
than thou hast told us of." 

" It is the good knight my master's," answered 
Gurth, " of which assuredly, I would not have spoken- 
a word, had you been satisíied with workingyourwill 
upon mine own property," 

** Thou art an honest fellow,*' replied the robber, 
**'Iwarrant thee;xand we worship not St. Nicholas^- 
so devoutly but what thy thirty zécchins may yet 
escape, if thou deal uprighdy with us« Meantin^e 
render up thy trüst for the timc." Só saying, he 
took from Gurth's bréast the Iftrgé leathem pottth 
14* 
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in which tbe purse given hím hy Rebecca was enclos- 
ed^ as well as the rest of the zecchins^ and then con« 
txnued his intcrrogation— " Who is thy^master," 

"The Pismberited Kníght," said Gurth. 

**Whose good lance," replied the robber, "won 
the prize la to-day's tournay. What is his naoie and 
lineagc?" 

*'It is his pleasure," answercd Gurth, "thai théy 
be concealed; and from me, assuredly, youwall leam 
naught of them," 

What is thine own name and lineage?'' 
" To teli that/'said Gurth, "might reveal my mas- 
terV 

"Thou art a saucy groom," said the robber, **btit 
of that anon. How comes thy mastei^by thts gold? 
is it of his inheritance, or by /what means hath it ac- 
crued to him?" 

**By his good lance," answered Gurth.— *^These 
bags contain the ransom of four good horses, and four 
good suits of armoun" 

"How much is there?" demanded the. robber. 

*'TwO hundred zecchins." 

"Only two hundred zecchins!'* said tbflifcandit; 
"your master hath dealt liberally by the vanquished, 
and put them to a cheap ransom. Name those who 
paid the gold?" 

Gurth did so. 

"The armour and horse of the Templar Brian de 
Bois-Guilbert, at what ransom were tbey held?— 
Thou see'st thou can'st not deceive me. 

"My master," replied Öurth, "will take naught 
froni thé Templar savé his life's-blood. They are on 
terms of mortal defiance, and can not hold courteous 
intercourse together." 

*'*Indecd!"repeated the robber, abd paused after he 
had said the word. , "And what wert thou now doing 
at Ashby with such a charge in thy custody?" 

"I went thither to render to Isaac the Jew of 
York," replied Gurth, " the price of a suit of ar- 
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mour with ívhích he fitted my master for this tour- 
namént." 

^* And haw moch did'st thou pay to Isaac?— Me-> 
thinks, to judge by weight, there is still two hundred 
zecctiins ki this pouch.*' \ 

" I paid to Isaac," said the Saxon, " cighty zec- 
chíns, and he r^stored me a hundred in lieu thereof." 

** How! what!" exclaimed all the robbcrs at once; 
^^ daretit thou trífle with us, that thou téllest süch im- 
probable Hes!" 

'* What I teli you," said Gurth; " is as true as the 
moon Í8 iií heáven. You will find the iust sum in a 
silken purse separate from the rest of the gold." 

*^ Bethiak thee, man,'' said the Captain, ^^ thou 
speákest of a Jew, of an Israelite— *as unapt to restore 
gclá as the dry sand of his deserts tó retum the cup • 
of water which the pilgrim spills upon them." 

*' There is no more mercy in them," said another 
of the banditti, " than in an unbribed sherifPs offi- 
ccr." 

*' It is, however, as I say," said Gurth. 

** Strike a light instai>tly," said the" Captain; *' I 
vfiXL examine this said purse; and if it be as this fel- . 
low says, the Jew's bounty is little less miracolous 
than the stream which relieved hisíathers in the wil- 
demess/< 

A light was procured accordingly, and th^ robber 
proceeded to examine the purse. Theotherströwded 
around him, andeven two wbohad hold ol Gurth rc- 
laxed their grasp while they stretthed their necks to 
see the issueof the search. Availinghimselfof their 
ne^ligenc^, by a sudden exertion of strength and ac- 
tivity, Gtirth shook himself free of their hold^ and 
might have escaped could he have resolved to leave 
his master's property^behind hiiú. But such wás no 
part of his intention. He wrenched a quarter-stáff 
from one of the fellows, struck down the Captaití, 
who wds aitogether unaware of his purpose, and hadi 
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well nigh repossessed hiriiscif of the pouch andtrea- 
surc. The thieves, howcvcr, Wj^re foq nimble'for 
him, and again secured both the bag and the trusty 
Gurth. , ■ ' 

^^Knave!" said the Captain getting up, ^thou 
haat broken my head;.and with other mea of our 
sort thou would'st faré the worse for (hy insolenge. 
But thou shalt know thy fate instantly • First let us 
spcak of thy master; the knight^s matters must gp 
before the squire^s, according to the due order of 
chivalry. Stand thou fást in the meantime— ^if thou 
stir again, thou shalt have that wíU make thee quiet 
for thy life.— ^Comrades!" he then saíd addressing 
his gang^^^This purse is embroidered with Hebrew 
characters, and I will believe the yeoman's tale is 
true, The errant knight, his master^ must needs 
pass US toll free» He is too liké ourselves for us to 
make booty of hinii since dogs should not worry 
dogs where wolves and foxes are to be found in 
abundance/' " " 

^^Like US?'' answered.one of his gang; ^^ Lshoüld 
üke to hear how that is made good/' 

• u Why, thou, fooV answered the Captain, ** is he 
not poor and disinherited as we are?— *Doth he not 
win his substance at the sword's point as wc do?--^ 
Hath he not beaten Front-de-Boeuf and Malvoisin, 
evén as we would beat them if .we could? Is he not 
the enemy to life and death of Brian de Bois-GuU- 
bert, whom we have so much reason to fearf And 
were all this otherwise, wouldst thou have us show 
a worse consciencb than an unbeliever, a Hebrew 
Jew?" 

** Nay, that wcre a shamc," muttered, the other 
fellow; **" and yet, when I served in the bánd of stout 
old Gandelyn, we had no such scruples of conscience« 
And this insolent peasant,— he too, I warrant me^ 
is to be dismissed scathless?'^ 

*^ Not if thQu canst scath him/' replied t}le Cap- 
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tain. <^ Here, fellow, continued he, addressing 
GuTth, ^' catist thou use the staff, that thou fitarts to 
it sa readily?" 

** I think?" saíd Gurth, *^thou should be bcst ablc 
to repiy to that question." 

•*Nay,_ by my troth, thou gavest mc a round 
knock/' replíed the Captain; do as much for this 
fellow, and thou shalt pass scot-free; and if thou 
dóst not — why, by my faith, as thou art a sturdy 
knave, I think I must pay thy ransom myself. — Take 
thy staff, Miller," he ádded, ** and kecp thy head; 
and do you o^hers let the fellőw gó, and fi:ive hím a 
staff — ^there is light enou^h to lay on loaa by." 

The two champíóns being alike armed with quar« 
ter-staves, stepped forwárd intő the centre of the 
open space, in order to have the fuU benefit of the 
moon-light; the thieves in the meantime laughing, 
and crying to their comrade, " Miller! beware tby 
toU-dish." The Miller, on the other hand, holding 
his quarter-staff by the middle, and making it fiour- 
ish round his head after the fashion ^hich the French 
call mtmlmet^ exclaimed boastfully, Come on, churl, 
an thou darest: thou shall feel the strength of a Mil- 
ler's thumb!" 

** If thou beest a Miller," answered Gurth, un- 
dauntedly, making his weapön play around his head ^ 
with equal dexterity, '^ thou art doubly a thief; and 
I, as a true oian, bid the defiance." 

So saying the two champions closed together, and 
for á few minutes they displayed great equality in 
strength, couraee, and skill, intercepting and retum- 
ing the blowsof their ad versaries with the most rapid 
dextcrity, while, from the continued clatter of their 
weapons, a person at a distance mighthave supposed 
that there were at least six persons engaged upon 
each side. Less obstinate, and evén less dangerous. 
combatants, have been descríbed in good heróic 
verse; but tíiat of -Gurth and the Miller must remain 
unsung; for want of a sacred poet to do justice to tts 
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cvectful progress. Yet, though quarter*staff . play 
be out of date, what we' can in prose we will do feir 
these bold champion^. 

Long tbey fought equallyf untii the Miller began 
tolóse temper at finding himself sö stoutly oppoeed, 
and hearÍDg the laughter of his companíoBSs vrho as 
usual in 9uch cases, enjoyed hts Texation. Tfai« was 
not a State oí mind favourable to the noUe game of 
quarter-8taff,in which, as in ordinary cudgel playing, 
the utmost coolness, is requisite, and it gxve Gurtb, 
whose temper wa« ready, though surly, the oppor- 
tunity of acquiring a decided advantage, in availing 
himself ofwhich ne displayed great mastery. 

The Miller pressed funously forward^ dealing 
blows with either end of his weapon áltérnately, and 
striving to come to half-staff distance, while Gurth • 
defended himself against the attack, keeping his 
hands abouta yard asunder^and cov^rin^himself by 
shifting his weapon Avith great celerity^ so as to pro- 
tect his head and body* Thus did he maintain the 
defensive, making his eye, foot, and hand keep troe 
time, until, observing his antagonist to lose wind, he 
dartéd the staiF at his fece with his leit hand; and as 
the Miller endeavoured to parry the thurst, he dlid 
his right hand down to his left, and with the fuU 
swing of the weapon struck his antagonist on the left 
side of the head^ wbo instantly n(ieasured his l^gth 
upon the green sward, 

*' WcUand yeotnanly done!" shouted the robbers; 
"fair play and Old England for ever! The Saxon 
hath saved both his purse and his hide^ and the Mit 
ler had met hismatch." ^ 

"Tfiou may'st go thy way, my friend," said tKe 
Captaín, addressing Gurth, ifi special confirmation of 
the generál voice, '<and I wiU causc two of my com- 
rades to guide thee by the best way to thy mast^r's 
paviUon, and to guard thee from mght-walkers tkat 
might have less tender coosciences th^i ours; for 
there is many one of tbem upon the amble in such 



a mgfit ás ^is. Take heed, howevier,'' he added 
sternly; '* reraember thou hást refused to teli thy 
name — ask not afler ours, nor endea vour to discover 
who €>r what we arei ior if thou-makest sack an at* 
tempt, tiKHi -wflt come by worse fortune than has yet 
befalfew thee/* 

Gurtb thanked the captain fbr his courtesy, and 
protxiised to attend to hís recomtnetidatioii. TVo of 
the outlaws, taking up théir quarter-staves, smd de- 
siring Gurtb to í3Ilow close in the rear, walkedround- 
ly fortiriard along a by-path, whkh traverscd the 
thkket, and the broken grotind adjacent to it. Oa 
the very verge of the thicket, two men spoke to his 
conductors, and recciving an answer ib a vrhisper, 
wíthdrew intő the wood^ and súffered them to pass 
tuimolested. This circumstance indaced Gurth to 
believe both that the gang was stron'g iti numbers, 
and that they kept regular guards, aronnd theirplace 
of rendezvous. 

Wh«n they arrived on the open heath, wherc 
Gurth might have had somé trouble in finding his 
road, the thieves guided him straight forward to the 
top of a little eminence, whcnce he could seé,spread 
beneath him in the moon light, the palisades of tlie 
lisfó, the glimmering pavilions pitched at either end, 
vnth th^ pennons which adomed them flutteríng in 
the mooh-beam, and fróm whích could be heard the ' 
hum of the song with which the centinals wcre be- 
g^iliog their hight-watch. 

Here thé theives stopt. 

" Wc go with you no farther," said they; " it were 
not safe that we should do so, — Remeraber the wam- 
Ing you have received — kcep secret what has this 
liight befaüen you, and you will have no room to 
repen^it-^^-neglect what is now told you, and the 
Tower of London shail not protect you against jour 
revenge." 

** Göod night tó you kind sirs," said Gurth, " í 
shall remember you orders, and trust that there is 
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Qo harm in wisbiog vou a safer ai^d aa boMSter 
tmde.'^ 

Thua théy partéd, the oudaws retuming in the di- 
rection from whence they had come^and Gurthpro- 
ceeding to the tent of his master, to whom^ notwith^ 
standing the injunction he had received^ he commu- 
nicated the whole adventures of the evening. 
. The Disinherited Knight was fiUed with astonish- 
ment, no less at the generosi^ of Rebecca^by which, 
however, he resolved he ^ould not proBt, than at. 
that oí the robbers, to whose professipn such a quali- 
ty seemed totally forei^ His course of reflections 
upon these singular circumstances was however, 
interrupted by the necessity fpr taking repose,.which 
the fatigue of the procedin^ day, and^he propriety 
of refreshing himself for the morrow's encounter, 
rendered alike indispensable. - . 
. The knight, theretore, stretched himself for reposé 
upon a rich couch with which the tent was provided; 
and the faitbful Gurth, extending his hardy^Uoibs 
upon a bear-skin which förmed a sort ofcarpetto 
the pavilion, laid himself across the opening of the 
tent, so that no one could enter without awakening 
him. 
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The hertlds left their Diickine up and down. 
Now ringen trumpets loud and claríon. 
There is no more to a&y, but east and west. 
In ^ the spears sadly in the rest^ 
In gotfa the sharp spear ínto the side, ^ 
There see men who canjust and who can ndei 
There shiver shafts upon shields thick» 
ITe feeleth through the heart-spone the prick; 
tJp sprighten spears, twenty feet in beight, 
Out go the swovda as the silver bright; . 
The helms they to>hewn and to-ahred; 
Out burst the blood with stern streamers red. 

Chauur» 

MoRKiNG arose in unclouded spfóndour, and ere 
the sun wás much above the horizon, the idlest of 
tlie most eager of the spectators appeared on the 
common, moving to the lists as to a generál centre, 
in order to secure a favourable situation for viewing 
Ae expected games. 

The márshals and their attendants appeared next 
on the field, together with the heralds, for the pur- 
pose of receiving the námes of the knights who ip- 
tended to just, with the side which each chose to 
esponse. This was a necessary precaution, in order 
to secure somé equalíty betwixt the two bodies who 
should be opposed to each other. 

According to due íormsdity, the Disinherited 
Knight was to be considered as leader of the one 
bpdy, while Brian de Bois-Guilbert, who had been 
rated as having,done second-best in the preceding 
dáy, "was named first champion of the other bánd. 
Those who had concurred in the challenge adhered 
to his party éf course, excepting only Ralph De 
Vipont, whom hié fali had rendered unfít so soon to 

vou I. '15 
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put on hiá amour. There was no want of distin- 
guished and nobie candidates to fill up the ranks on 
either side. 

In fact, although the generál tournament, in which 
all knights fought at once, was more dangerous than 
single encountcrs, they were nevertheleé^t more fre- 

Suented and practísed by the chivalry of the age. 
lány knights, who had not suffidént confideUce in 
their own skiíl to defy a single adversary of high 
reputation, were nevertheless, ^esirous of display- 
ing their valour in the generál combat, where they 
might meet others wíth whom they were more opon 
an ^quality. On the present occasion, aboüt fifty 
knights were inscribed afr desirous of combating 
upon each side, When the marshals declared that no 
more could be admitted, to the disappointment of 
aeveral who were too laté in preferring their claim 
to be included. 

About the hour of ten o'clock, the whole piaki 
was crowded with horsemen, horsewomen, and föot*- 
passengers, hastening to the toumametit; and shortly 
after a grand flourish of trumpets amtounced Prínce 
John and his retinue, attended by many of those 
knights who meant to take share in the game, as well 
* as others who had no such intention. 

About the same time arríved Cedric thevSáxon, 
With the Lady Rowena, onattended, however, by 
Ath^Istane. This báron had arrayed his tall and 
atrong person in armour, in order to take his place 
among the -combatants; apd, considerably to the sur- 
prise of Cedric, had chosen to eniist himself on the 
part of the Knight Templar. The Sason, indeed, 
had remonstrated strongly with his frienld upon the 
mjucUcious choice he had made of his party; but he, 
had only recetved that sort of answer usuaUy given 
by those who are more obstinate in foUowing their 
own conrse than in justifying it. 

His best, if not hi^nly reason, for adhering to 
the party of Brian de Bois-Guilbert^ Athelstane had 
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the prudence to keep to bim&elf. Thougb hU apa«* 
thy of dísposltion prevented bis takíng any means 
to recommend himself to the Lady Kowena, he was, 
neverthelessi by no means inséosible to her charmS) 
and considered hís unión with her as a matter alrea- 
dy fixed beyond doubt, by the assent of Cedríc and 
her other friends. It had therefore been with smo' 
thered displeasure that be beheld the victor of the 
preceding day select Rowena as the object of that 
hoQOur which it became his privilege to confer. I^ 
order to punish hím for a preference which ^eemed 
to Interfere with hi« own suit, Athelstane, confident 
of his strength, and to whom his flatterers, at lea$t, 
aaprib^d great skill in arms, had determined not only 
to deprive the Disinheríted Knight of his ppwerful 
succour, but, if an opportunity should ofFer, to make 
him feel the weighttof his battle-axe. 

firacy, and other knights attached to Prince John, 
in ohedience to a hint from him, had joined^the party 
of the challengers, John being desirous to secure,if 
possible, the victory to that side. On the other hand, 
many other knights, both English and Norman, na- 
tives and strangers, took part again$t the challengers, 
the more readily that the opposite bánd was to be led 
by so distínguished a champion as the Disinherited 
Kníght had approved himself. 

So soon as Prince John observed that the destinéd 
queen of the day had arrived upon the field, assum- 
ing that air cf courtesy which sat wcU upon him 
wneti he was so pleased, he rode forward to meet 
her^ doffed his honnét, and dismounting from his 
horse, 'assisted the Lady Rowena. from her saddle, 
while his foUowers uncovered at the same time, and 
one of the most distinguished dismounted to hold 
her palfrey, , 

" It is thus," said Prince Johi^, ** that we set the 

^utiful example of loyalty to thq Queen of Lőve and 

Beauty, and are ourselve$ her guide to the throne 

which she must this day occupy. — -Xiadies/' he said, 
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** attendyour Queen, as you wish to be dístinguished 
by üke honours." 

So saying^ the Prince marshalled Rowena to the 
seatof honour opposite his own, while the fairest and 
most distinguished ladies present crowded after her 
to obtsdn placesas near as possible to their temporary 
Bovercign.- 

No sóoner was Rowena seated than a burst of mu* 
sic, half-drownfed by the shoüts of the multitude, 
greeted her new dignity. Meantime the sun shone 
nerce and bright upon the polished arms of the knights 
of either sidc, who crowded the opposite extremities 
of the lists, and held eager conference together con- 
ceming the best mode ofarranging their line oFbattle, 
and su^porting the confiict. 

The heralds then proclaimed silence until the laws 
of the tourney should be rehearsed. These were 
calculated in somé degree to abate the dangersof the 
day; a pirecaution the more neceesary, as the con* 
flict was to be maintained with sharp swords and 
pointed lances. 

The champions were therefore prohibite^to thrust 
with the sword, and were confined to striklng, A. - 
knight, it was announced, might use a mace or bat- 
tle axe at pleasure, but the dagger was a prohibited 
weapön. A knight unhorsed might renew the fight 
on foot with any other on the opposite side in the 
same predicament; but mounted horsemen were in 
that case forbiáden to assail him. When any knight 
couíd force his antagonist to the extremity of the 
lists, so as to touch the palisade with his person or 
arms, such opponent was obliged fo 'yield himself 
vanquished and his armour and horse were placed. 
at the disposal of the conqueror. A knight thus 
overcome. was not permitted to take further share 
nn the combat. ' If any knight was struck down, and 
^unable to recover his feet, his squire or page might 
enter thé lists and drag his master out of the pressj 
but in that case the knight was adjadged vanquished 
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and hís arms and horse declared forfeited. The 
coiyibat was to cease as soon as Prince John should 
throw down his leading-staff, or truocheon; another 
precaution usually taken to prevent the unnecessary 
eíFu^íon of blood by the too lóng endurance of a sport 
so desperate* Any kníght breakiog the rules of the 
tournament, or otherwi$e transgressing the rules of 
honourable chivalry, was liable to be stript of his 
arms, and, having his shield reversed, to be i>laced 
in that posture astride upon the bars of the pausade^ 
and e^posed to public derision, in punishment of his 
vmknig^tly conduct. Having announced these pre« 
cautionsi the heralds concluded with an exhortation 
to each good knigbt to do his duty, and to merít fa- 
vour from the Queen of Beauty and of Lőve. 

This proclamation having been made, the heralds 
withdrew to their station* The kni^hts, entering 
at either end of the lists in long procession, arranged 
themselves in a double filé, precisely opposite to each 
other, the leadef of each party being in the centre of " 
the foreiQO&t ránk; a post whiph he did not occupy 
until each had carefuUy arranged the ranks of hU 
party, and státioned every one in his place. 
/r tt was a goodly, and at the same time an anxious 
sight to behold ,30 many gallant champions mounted 
bravely,' and armed richly, stand ready prepared for 
an encounter so foriaidable, seated on their war-sád- 
dles üke so many pillars of irón, and awaiting the 
signal of encounter with the same ardour as their 
generöus steeda, which by neighing and pawing the 
ground, gave signal of their impatience. 

As yet the knights held their long lances upright, 
their bright pwnts glancing to the sun, and the 
streamers with which they were decorated fluttering 
over the plumage of the helmets. Thus they remain- 
ed while the marshals of the field surveyed their 
ranks with the utmost exactness lest eitlier party 
had mdte or fewer than tEe appointed number. The 
tale was iound exactly compíete* The marshals then 
15* 



166 IVA^íHOE.' 

withdrew from the lists, atid Wxlliam de Wyvil^ 
with a voice of thúnder, pronounced the signal words 
— Xam^ aUer! The trumpets sounded as he spoke 
-Tthe spears of the champicíns were at once lowered 
and placed in the rests— -the spurs were dashed intő 
the flanks of the horses^ and the two foremost ranks 
of either party rushed upon ^ach other in full gallop, 
^nd met in the middle of the lists with afshock, the 
sound of which was heard at a mile'a distance. 

The consequences of the encounter were not in- 
fttantly seen, for the dustraised by the trampling oi 
so many láteeds darkened the air, and it was a mi- 
nute ere the anxioüs spectators could see the fate of 
the encounter. When the fight became visible, hálf 
the knights on each side were dismounted, somé by 
the dexterity of their adversary *s lancey^-some by the 
superior weight, which had broke^ down both horse 
and man,-— somé lay stretched on earth as if never 
more torise — ^some hatd already gained their feet, and 
were closing hand to hand with those of the enemy 
who were in the same predicament^— and two or three, 
who had received wounds by which they were disa- 
bjcd, were stojpping their blood by their scarfs, and 
endeavouring to cxtricate themselves from the tumult* 
The mounted knights, whose lances had been almost 
all brokenby the fury of the encounter, were naw 
closely engaged with their swords, shouting their war- 
cries, and exchanging bufFets, as'^ íf honoúr and life 
depended on the issue of the combat. 

Tiie tumult was presently increased by the ad- 
vance of the s^cond ránk on either side, which act- 
ing as a reserve^ now rushed on to aid their compa- 
nipns, The. föUowers of Brian de Bois-Guilbert 
shouted — " He! Beau»seantf Beau-secmÜ^'^ov the 
Temple — ^for the Temple." The opposite party 

* JBeau-Beant was the name of the Templar's bannen which was 
half black, half white, tofintimate, ít is said, that they^were can- 
díd and fior towaids Cbri9tian8» but black i^nd terrlble towards in- 
íidels. 
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shouted in answer — " Desdichadol Deadtchad^l^^mmm 
which watcfa-word they took from the mottó upon 
their leader's shield. 

The champions thus encounteríng each other with ' 
the utmost fury, and with alternate success, the tide 
of battle seemed to flow now toward the southern^ 
no w toward the northern extremity of the lists, ás the 
one or the other party prevailed* Meantime the 
clang of the blows, and the shoiits of the combaunts, 
mixed fearfully with the sound of the trumpets, and 
drowned the groans of thdse who feli, and lay rolling 
defenceless beneath the f^et of the horses. The 
splendid armour of the combatants was now defaced 
with dúst and blóód, and gave way at every stroke 
oi the sword and battle-axe. The gay plumage 
shorn from the crests, drifted upon the breeze, liké 
snow-flakes. Ali that was beautiful and graceful in 
the niartial arráy had disappcared, and what was now 
visible was only calculated to awake terror or com* 
passión. 

Yet such is the force of habit, that not only the vul- 
gar spectators, who are naturally attracted by sigbts 
of horrop, but evén the ladies who crowded the gal- 
leríes^ saw theconílict with a thrilling interest certain* 
ly, but without a wish to withdraw their eyes from a 
sight so terrible. Here and there, indeed, a fair cheek 
might turn pale, or a faint screaro might be heard, áa 
a lover, a brother, or a husband was struck from his 
horse. But, in generál, the ladies around encourag- 
ed the combatants, not only by clapping their hands, 
butevenbyexclaiming,"Bravelance! Good sword!" 
when any successful thrust or blow took place under 
their observation. 

Such being the interest taken by the fair sex in 
this hloody game, that of the men is more easily un- 
derstood. It showed itself in loud acclamations upon 
every change of fortune, while all eyes were so ri- 
yetted bn the lists, that the spectators seemed as if 
they thémselves dealt and received the blows which 
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V^re ther^ so freely bestowed. And betweeo' every - 
pause wa^ heard the voice of the heralds, e^claim- 
mg, *^ Fight on, brave knights! Man dies, but gloiy 
livesI-^Fight Qn-«*death 48 better than defeat! — 
Fight on, brave kníght$! for bríg;ht eyes bchold your 
deeds!" 

Amid the varied fortunes pf the combat, the eyes 
of all eodeavoured io díscover the leaders of each 
banc), vrho, minglio^ in the thick of the figbt^ encou-^ 
raged their companions both foy voice aud ei^ample. 
jBoth displayed great feats of gallantry, nor did eithjer 
~ Bois«Guilb^rt or the Disinherited KnigUt (ind in the 
jrsmk opposed to them a diampion who could be 
termed tneir unquestioned match. They repeatedly 
endeavoured to single out each other, spurred by 
mutual smimosity^-and aware that the fali of either 
leader might be considered as deciaive of victory. 
Such, however^ was the cnowd and cqnfusion, that, 
duripg the earlier part of the confllct; their effbrts 
to meet were unavailing, and they were repeatedly 
^eparated by the eagcmess of their follow^ers, each , 
of whom were anxious to ívin honour, by measuring 
Jheir strengih against the leader of the opposite 
party. 

But wbcn the (ield became thifi by the numbers on 
either ^ide, who,having yielded themselves vanqui^h- 
^ed, had been^ compelled to the extremity of the lísts, 
orhad been otherwise rendered incapable of continu- > 
ing the strife, the Templar and the Disinherited Knight 
at length encountered hand to.hand, with all the futy 
that mortal animosity, joined to rivalry of hooour, 
could Uispire» Such was the address of each in par- 
rying and striking, that the spectators broke fprth into 
an unanimous and involuntary shout, expressive of 
tlieir delight and admiration. 

•But at this moment the party of the Disinherited. 
JKnight had the worst; the gigantic arm of Frontodé- 
jPoeuf on the one fiánk, and the ponderous strength 
^f Athebtane pn thp o^^r, bearipg down and dis- 
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persing those immediately exposed to them. Find- 
ing themselves free from their immediate anta- 
gonists, it seemed to ha ve occurred to both these 
ióiights at the samevinstant, that they would render 
the most decisiye advantage to their party, by aiding 
the Templar in his concest vith his rival. Turning 
their horses, therefore, at the same moment, the 
Norman spurred towards him on the one sídé, and 
the Saxon on the other. It was uttqrly impossible 
that the. object of this unequal and unexpected as- ' 
sault could have sustained it, had he not been warn- 
ed by a generál cry from the spectators, who could 
not but take interest in one exposed to such disad- 
vantage. 

** Beware! beware! Sir Disinherited Knight!" was 
shoutedso universally, that the knightbecame aware 
of his danger, and striking a fuU blow at the Templar, 
he reined back his stee'd in the same moment, so as 
to escape the^career of Athelstane and ' Front*de-. 
Boeuf; these knights^ thereiore, their aim being thus 
eluded, rushed from opposite sídes betwixt the ob- 
ject of their attack and the Templar, almost running 
their horses against each other ere they could stop 
their careen Kecovering their horses, however, and 
wheeling them around, the whole three pursued their 
puipose óf bearing to the earth the Disinherited 
Knight. 

Nothing could have sa ved* him except the remark- 
able strength and activity of the noble horse which he 
had won on the preceding day. 

Thid stood him in the more stead, as the horse of 
, Bois-Guilbert was wounded, and those of Front-de- ' 
Bceufand Athelstane were both tireá with the weight 
of their gigantic masters^ elad ih complete armour, 
and with the preceding exertions of the dáy. The 
complete horsemanship of the Disinherited Knight, 
and the activity of the noblé animál which he mount- 
ed, enabled him for a few minutes to keep at sword's 
point his three aQtagonists, turning and wheeling 
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with the agility of a hawk upon the nving,. kemping 
his enemies as far separated as hé could, and ruah- 
ing now against the one, nowagainstthe other,deal« 
ing sweeping blows with the sword, without waitiog 
to receive those which were aimed at hím in retum, 

But although the lists-rang with the applauses of 
his dexterity, it was evident that he must at last. be 
ov^powered: and those around Prihce John ina- 
plored him with one voice to throw down his warder, 
and to savé so brave a knight from the disgrace of 
being overcome by odds. 

" Not I, by the light of Heaven!'* answered Prínce 
John; *^ this same springal^ who conceals his aame, 
aná despises our proiFercd hospitality, hath a)r«iidy 
gained one prize, and may now let others have tbeir 
tum." As he spoke thus, an unexpected incident 
changed the fortune of the day. 

There was among the ranks of the Disinherited 
Knight a chainpion m black armour, mouoted on a 
black horse, large of size, tall, and to all appearance 
powerful and strong. This knight, who boré on hin 
shield no device of any kind, had hitherto evinced 
very little interest in the event of the fight, beating 
oíT with seeming ease thpse knights who attacked hiat, 
but neither pursuing his advantages, nor (limself as« 
ssúling any one. In short, he acted the part rather 
of a spectator than of a party in the töurnament, a 
circumstance which procured him among the specta- 
tors the name gf Le Noir Faineant^ or the Black Slug- 
gard. 

^t once this knight seenrved to throw aside his 
apathy, when he discovered the leader of his party 
so hard beset; for, «etting spurs to his horse, 
which was quite fresh, he came to his assistance liké 
a thunderbolt, exclaicning, io a voice üke á trumpet- 
pali, ^^ JDesdicAado^ to the rescue!" It was high 
time; for, while the Disinherited Knight was press- 
ing upon the Templar, FrQnt*de*B<euf had got nigh 
to {lim with his upUfted aword; but ere the blow 
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cöuld ddscend, the Sáble knígbt éncountered bim, 

and Frp&t-d€-BoBuf roiled on the groond, bodi hcMrse 

apd man. Le Noir Faineant then turnéd his kone 

iipon Athelstane of CdmÍBgsbargh; ánd his own 

sin^ord having been broken in hia encounter with 

Front-de-Boeuf, be wrencbed from the hand of the 

bulky Saxon ibe battle-axe vhich he wielded, and 

dealt hím such a blow upon the creat^ that Athelstane 

alsó lay senseiess on the field. Having achieved thb 

fcat, for which he was the n^ore highly appiauded 

that it was totally unexpected from hím, the knight 

fleemed to resume the sluggiahness of his -cfaaracter, 

retuming cakwly to the northren extremity of tbe 

lists,leaving his leader to cbpe as he best could with 

Brian de Bóis^Giiilbért. This was no longer matter 

^f 80 much difficulty as formerly. The Templar's 

horse had bled much, and gave way under the shock 

of the Disinherited KnighVs charge. Brisinde Bois* 

Guilbert roUed on the fieid, incumbered with the stir* 

rup, from which he was unable to draw his foot. . 

His antajgonist sprong fromhorseback, and command- 

ed him to yield himself, when Prince John more 

moVed by the Templar'a datigerous situation thaa 

he had been by that of hts rival, saved him the mor* 

tificattön of confessing himself vanquished, by casl- 

ing down his warder, and putting an end tothe con* 

flict. ^. ^ 

It was, indeed; only thereliques and embersof tbe 
fight which continuedto bum; for of dbe few knighta, 
wno still continued in the Usts^ the greater part had, 
by tacit eonsent, forbome the coníiict for somé time^ 
leavingit to be determined by the strife of the leaders* 

The squires, who had found it a matter of danger 
and difficulty to attetid their masters duHng tbe en- 

Sagemént, now thronged intő the lists to pay their 
utifulattendance to the wounded, who were remov* 
ed with theutmostcareand attenti<»i to theneigU>ocu> 
ing pavilions, or ihe quarters prepared for uiem is 
the adjoining village.' 
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Thuft ended the memorable field of Ashby de la 
Zouche, one of the most gallantly contested toura«- 
ments oí that age; for although only four knights, 
índuding one who was smothered by the heat of his 
armour, had died upon the field, yet upwards oithir* 
ty were desperately wounded^ four or five of whom 
never recovered. Several more were disabled ferlife; 
and those who éscaped best carríed the marks of the 
conflict to the grave with them. Henc^ it is always 
mentioned in the old records, as the Gentle and Free 
Passage of arms of Ashby« 

It being now the duty of Prínce John to name the 
knight who had done best, he d^termined that the 
honour of the day remained with the knight whom 
the popular voice had termed Le Noir Fúmeant. ^ It 
was pointed out to the Prince, in impeachment of 
dsis decree, that the victory had been in fact won by 
the Disinherited Knight, who,. in the cburse of the 
day, had overcome s^ champions withhis^own hand, 
and who had finally unhorsed and struck down the 
leader of the opposite party. But Prince John ad- 
heréd to his own opinion, on the ground that the Dis- 
inherited Knight and his party had lost the day, but 
íbr the powerful assistance of the Knight of the Black 
Armour, to whom, therefore he persisted in awarding 
theprize. 

To the surprise of all present, however, the knight 
thns preferred, was no where to be found* He had 
left the lists immediately when the conflkt^ ceased^ 
and had been observed by somé spectators to move 
down one df the foreát glades with the $amé &low 
pace and listlessness and indifferent manner which 
procured hím the epithet of the Black Sluggard* 
After he had been summoned twice by sound of 
trumpet, and proclamation of the heralds, it betame 
necessary to name another to receive the honours, 
which had been assigned to him. Prince John had 
now no furthtr excuse for resisting the claim of the 
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Dislnherited Kiiigfat,whoin, therefere,heiuimed the 

Champion of th« day. 

Through a fidd slippcrjr wilh blood, aodioeum- 
bered wiSi bróken armoiir and the bodies of slaiö 
and woandéd homft, the marshals of the lists again 
conducted the victof to the foot of Prtnce John*s 
throiie. 

** Disiohcrited Ktiíght/' said Princc John, " sincc 
by that only title you will conscnt lo be known to us, 
irc á second time award to you the honours of thls 
toonía[ment, and announce toyoa yóurright todaim 
and récéivé from the hands of the Qucen of Lőre and 
Beauty,tho Chapletof Hfonourirtiich your valoar has 
justly deserved. The Knig^t bowed low and grace- 
fiilly, but retürned no answef . 

While ihe trumpets sounded, while the heralds 
strained their voice^ in prociaiming honour to the 
btavé and glory tó the victor — while ladies waved 
their silken kerchiefs ánd embroidered veils, and while 
ali ranks joined in a clamdrous shout of exuhation, 
the marshals conducted the DiBinherítéd Küight 
across the lists to the foot of that throne of honour 
which was occüpied by the Lady Rowena. *♦ 

On the lower step of this throne the champion 
was made to kneél down. Indeed his whole actioti 
since the fight had ended seemed rathef to have 
been upon the impulse of tbose around him thai^ 
from his own free will; and it was observed that he 
totte^ed as they guided him the second time across 
the lists. Rowena, descended from her station wtth 
a graceful and di^iíred step, was about to place the 
chaplet which shé held in her hand upon the hdmet 
of the champion, when the marshals ex:claimed with 
one voice, *^ It must not be thus— his bead must be 
bare." The knight muttered faintly a few words, 
' which were lost in the hpUow of his helmet, but their 
purport seemed to be a desire'that his casque might 
not be removed. 

Whethcr from lőve of fpnn or from curiosity, the 
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narshals paid noattention to hi$ opressioss of reluo 
tance, but unhelmed him by cutring the laces of hU 
casque, and undoing thé fasteníng of his görget. 
When the helmet was removed, the well-forined |f et 
9un-bunit features of a young^ man of twenty-íive 
nrere seen amidat a profusion of shott fair faair. HU 
countenance was as paleas death, and marked in oac 
or two places with streaks of blood. 

Rowena had no sooner beheldlüm than she utter* 
ed a faint shríek; but at once summoning ap the 
energy of her disposition, and compelling herself, as 
it werc, to proceed, whtle her frame^yet trembled 
with the violence of sudden emotíon, she placed up- 
on the drooping head of the victor the splendid chap- 
let which was the destined reward of the day, and 
pronounced in a clear and distincttone, these words: 
*^ I bestow on thee this chaplet, Sir Énight, as the 
meed of valour assigned to Üiis day's victcu".'' Here 
she paused a moment, and then firndy added; ^^ And 
upon brows more worthy i;ould a wreath of chivalry 
never be placed!" 

The knight ^tooped his head, and kissed the hand 
of the lovdy sovereign by whom his valour had been 
rewarded; and tlien, sinking yet farther forward, lay 
prostrate at her feet. 

There was a generál constemation. Cedric, who . 
had been struck mute by the sudden appearance qf- 
his banished son, now rushed forward^ as if to sepa- 
rate him from Rowena. But this had been already 
accomplished by the marshals'x}f the field, who^ guess* 
ing the cause of Ivanhoe^s swoon, had hastened to 
disarm him, and found that the head of a lance had 
penetrated his breast-plate, and ioflicted a wound up* 
on his side. 
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CHAPTEH Xm. 

** Heroes, approachP' Atrides thus aloud* 

Stand forth distingjuish'd ftóm the drcling crowd, 

Ye who by skiÜ or manly force may claini, 

Your rivala to surpass and merít hme, 

T*hls cow, worth twenty oxen, is decreed, 

For him who faifthest sends the winged recd.**> 

Tub namé of Ivanhoe was no sooner pronounced 
than it flew from mouth to mouth, with all the cekri- 
ty with which eagerness could convey and curiosity 
receive it. It was not longere it rcached the circle 
of the Prince, whose brow darkened as he heard the 
news. Looking aroutid hím, however, with an air 
of scorn, " My lords," saidJie, " and especially yoű, 
Sir Prior, what think ye of the doctrine the learned 
teli US, concetning innate attractions and antipathies? 
M ethinks that I felt the presence of my brother's min- 
ion, evén when I least guessed whom yonder suit of 
armour enclosed." | 

" Front-de-Boeuf must prepáre torestore his fief of 
Ivanhoe,^' said Bracy, wno, having discharged his 
part honourably in the toumament, had laid his shield 
and helmet aside, and again mingled with the Prince's 
retinue. 

** Ay," answered Waldemar Fitzurse," this gallant 
is likely to reclaim the castle and manor which Rich- 
árd assigned to him, and which your Highness' gener- 
osity has since given to Front-de-Bceuf.*' 

" Front-de-tcEuf," replied John, " is a man more 
wUling to swallow three manors such as Ivanhoé, 
than to disgorge one of them. For the rest, sirs, 1 
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hope nornt here vili deny my righ^ to confer the fiefe 
of the crown upon the faithful foUowers who are 
around tne, and ready to petform the usual míHtary 
service, in the room of those Ivho have wandered to 
foreign countries, and can neither renderhomagenor 
service \^hen called upon." 

The audience were too much interested in the ques- 
tion not to pronounce theTrince's assumed ríght alto- 
gether indubttahle. " A genetxHis Prince! — a most 
noble Lord -who thus takes upon himsdf the task of 
reivarding his faithful followelrs/' 

Such were the words which burst from the train, . 
expectanis all of them ofsimilar grants attheexpense 
of Kiog Richard^s foUowers and favourites, if inde^d 
thcy had not as yet received such. Prior Aymcr, 
alsó assented to tíie generál proposition, obsei-vkig, 
however, ** That the blessed Jerusalem could liot in- 
dced be termed a foreign country* Sht was commu- 
ms matet'-^the mother of all Christians. But he saw 
not," he declared, ^^ how the Knight of Ivanhoe could 
ökad any *advantagc from this, since he (the Prior) 
was assured, that the crusaders, under Richárd had 
neverproceeded much farther than Ascalon, which, 
as all the world knew, was a town of the Philistines 
and entitled tö nőne of the múvileges of the Holy 
Cky." 

Waldemar, whose curiosity had led him towards 
the place where Ivanhoe had fallen to the ground, now 
retumed. " The gallant," said he, " is likely to give 
your Highness little disturbance, and to leave Front 
de-Boeuf in the quíet posession of his gains— he is ■ 
severely wounded/' * 

** Whatever becooies of him," said Prince John, 
" he is victor of the day; and were be teníold our eu- 
emy, or the dévoted friend of our brother, which is 
perhaps thé same, his wounds must be looked to«-our 
own pbysician shall attend him." 

A stem smiíe curled the Prince^s lip as he spoke. 
Waldemar Fitzorse hastened to reply, that Ivanhoe 



^aa already rtmove&^nm the Usts, and in the cus- 
tody of his friends* 

• "- 1 was samewhat movcd," he said, *< to sec the 
gmf of the Queen of Lőve and Hcmour, whose so- 
vereignty of a day this event has changedinto moum* 
ing. I am not a man to be moved by a woman's la- 
ment for her lover, but this same Lady Rowena sup" 
pressed her sorrow vith such dignity ofmanner,that 
it CQuId only be discovered by her földed hands, and 
her tearless eye, which tremfoled as it remained fixed 
on the lifeless from before her.*' 

^ Who is this Lady Rowena," said Prince John, 
*^ of whom we have heard so much?" 

^^ A Saxon heiressof latge possessions," replied the 
Piior Aymer; ** a rose of loveliness, and a jewcl of 
wealth; the fairest among a thousand, a bundle of 
nyrrh, and a cluster of camphire." 

" We shall4:heer her sorrow," said Prince John, 
*í and amend her blood, by wedditig her to a Norman. 
Sh^ seems a minor,and must therefore be at ourroyal 
disposal in marriage.— How say'st thou, De Braícy? 
'what think'st thou of gainíng fair lands and livings, 
by Y^edding a Saxon after the fashionof the foiiowers 
of the Conqueror?"J 

^^ If the lands are to my liking, my lord," ans wered 
Brapy, *^ it wiU be hard to displease me with a bride; 
and deeply will I hold myself bound to your highness 
for a good deed, which will fulíil all promises made 
in favoor of your servant and vassal." 

" We will not forget it," said Prince John; **and 
ihat we may instantly ~go to work, command our 
seneschal presently to order the attendance of the 
Lady Rowena and her company— that is, the rude 
churlher guardian, and the Saxon ox whom the Black 
Knight struck down in the toumament, upon this 
evening's banquet.<*-De Bigot," he added to his se- 
neschal, ^^ thou wilt word this our second sumniions 
so courteously, as to gratify the pride of there Sax« 
onsy and make it impossible for them again to refuse; 
16* 



akhougb) by tbe bcmes of Beeke^ courteqr to tlkem is 
casting pearls before swine." 

Prince John hadprocecdcd dms far^and waft about 
to give the aignal for retiring fioQi the Ibts, wken ja 
snml biliét was put intő hia baad. . 

«' From whence^' aaid Pruice John^lookiiig at the 
person by whom it was delivered. 

*' From ícn-eigD parts, my lord, but from wbence I 
kqow not»" replied his atteiida^t. ^^ A Frenchman 
brought ithither, who said, he had ríddea ntght and 
day to put it intő the banda of your Ing^ness." 

The Prince looked narrowly at tbe superscriptíon 
and then at the seal, placed so |is to«aeciure the iax^ 
silk with vhich the biliét was surrounded^ and which 
boré the impression of three fleura*de-*Iis. John then 
opened the biliét with apparent agitation, which 
visíbly increased wben he had perused the contents^ 
which were exi^ressed in these wordé— 

** Take Heed to yaurself^for the devil is unchainedy 

The Prince turnéd as pale as deatb, looked first 
on tbe earth and then up to heaven, üke a man who 
has rcceived news of sentence of death having bcen 
passed upon him. Recoveringfrom.the^rst effects 
of his surprise, he took Waldetnar, Fitziirse, and 
Bracy aside, and put the biliét intotheir ftands suc- 
cessively. 

" Thb niay be a falsé alarm, or a forgcd letter," 
said Bracy. 

^* Itis JFrance'sown hand and seaV'replied Prince 
John* 

" It is time then," said Fitzurse " to draw our par*- 
ty to a bead, either at York, or somé other ceatrical 
idace. A £ew days later^ and it wIU be indeed too 
kite! Your bigbness mi^t break ahort this present 
mmnmery.'' ^ 

<^ The yecnaenand commoni,." said Bracy, ^^ nrnst 
not.be dismissed discontented^ for kck of their share 
in die spcrtB." 

, Th^ day," said WaUEeiiUff, "is, not vet yery far 
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ifem-4et Hált al^cben shaot afew xouudB at dir fár» 
get, Mid áie yrizt be adjnd^d. This will be aü 

as thift het d of SaxoH serfs is conceriied*" 

^^ I ttemk thee^ Waldemar," said the Princ^ 
^^ tbott remindeBt me^ too, ihat I have a debt to pajr 
to that mselent peasant wbo yesterday iaaulted oor * 
person. Our baoquet abo shall go forward tof^night 
as we pit>|ios^d.. Wére this vay lalst hottr of power, 
it should be mi hour sacred to revenge aad to plea- 
sure — ^let newcates come with to^moirow's ncir 
day." 

The soo&d o£ tbe trompets soon recaUed lht>se 
speclators who had already began to leave the fidd; 
and proclamation :was made that Pri&ce Joho, sud- 
deolj called by bi^ and peremptoiy pufalic duties, 
heM himaeáf obiiged to dkcootinue tlie entertatn* 
menta of to^morrow^s featival. Nevertheless, that 
unwillíng so many good yeoinen should departwith* 
out a trtál óf ^H; he was pleased to appoint them^ 
before leaTtng the groond^ presenüy to execute the 
competitioQ of archery intended for the morroiir* To 
tbe beat archer a prize was to be awarded^ being a 
bugle-horn^ mounted with silVer, and a silkeii bald- 
ríck ríchiy omamented, with a medallion of St, Ha« 
bért, the patron of sytvan sport. 

More than thirty yeomen at firat preaented them- 
selves as competitors, several of whom were rangéra 
aód undeT'keepers íq the royal forests or Needwood 
and Chamwood* When, however^ the archers un* 
derstood with whom tfaey were to be matched, up* 
wards of twen^withd^ew themselvep from the coii«> 
test^ unwU&ig to eacounter the didionour of almost 
certain defeat* For in these da3r8 the skill of eách 
celebrated marksman waa ^zb well known for maoijr 
tinles rotund him^ as dié <iaalkiés of a horse trained 
at Newasarket are known ta those who írequent diai 
celebrated meetiagp 

The dimimsiieA It^ of ccmpettera for syhran fiaiie 
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still amounted to etgkt. Pritice John tftepped feom 
Us royal scat to vielv more oeirly the persona of- 
these chosen yeomen, severd of whom wore the 
royal livery. Haviog satisfied his curiosky by thia 
ittveságatíon, he looked íor tb« object of his resent- 
ment, whom he observ«d staadíng in the same spot, 
matd with the* same composed countenance vbich he 
had exhibited upon the preceeding day* 

^^Fettow^'' sáid Prmce Jdm, I guessed by tby 
insoleiU babble thou wert* no true Ipver of the lonp^* 
bow, and I see thou darest* jiot adventure thy skili 
among sach meny-men as stand yonder, 

' ^ Udder favour, sir," repíted the jfüoman^^ I háve 
anotfaer reason for refraining to shoot, besides the 
fearingdiscomfiture and disgrace." 

^ And whát is thy otber reason," said Prínce Jobn^ 
who fbr somé cause which perhaps be could not 
himself have explained; felt a püniul curiosi^ re* 
specting thi^ individual. 

^ Because^" replied the woodman, ^^ I know not 
if these yeomen and I are used to shóot at the same 
marks; and because moreover, I know not how 
your grace might relish the wtaming of a third príze 
. by one who has unwittingly fallen under your dis* 
pleasure." 

Prínce John coloured as h^ put the ^ueatíon, 
'* What is thy name, yeoman?' 

^^ Locksley," answered the yeoman. 

" Then. Locksley," «aid Pnnce John, ** thou shalt 
shoot in thy turn,when these yeomen have displayed 
their skiU. If thou cánriest the prize, I mll add to" 
it twenty nobles; but if thou losest it, thou shalt be 
stiipt of thy Lincoln green, and scour^d out of üie 
lists with bow-strings, for a wordy andmsoléntbrag- 
gart." 

^« And how if I refuse to shoot on such a wagerí" 
said the yeoman — ^'^ Your grace's power, supported, 
as it is, by so many men-at«arms, may indeed easily 
strip and scourge me, but can not-compelme to bend 
or to draw my bow. 
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*^ U thou réfusest my foir proffer," said the Prhice, 
^the. Proyoet of the lists ah«U cat thj bow-stríng 
break thy bov mná arrows, aüd expd thee fromtfae^ 
presence aa a faiot^heaited ci^vto." 

^^ Thb is no fair chance you put on me^ próud 
Prince^'v' aaid the yeomati, " to compei itic to pcril 
mysdf against the hest archets of JLeicester and Staf- 
foídshirc, under the penalty of infamy if thcy 
:»faould orersboot me. Nevertheless, I will obey your 
will.^' 

■^ Look to him dósé, men^at-arms/' satd Prínce 
John, ^^ his heart is sinking; I am jeakras lest he 
attemppt to escappi? the triai. And do you good fel- 
Ionra, shobt boldly roúndi a b^ick and a butt of winq 
are ready for your refireshment in yonder tent, vheh 
the priae is wom 

A target was placedatthe upperend of die soudi- 
em avenUe which led to the lists. The contending 
archers took their stance in tum, at the bottom of the 
southem ggccss; th^ 4t;»t$yice between tbat station 
and the mark allowing full distance for tifhat wás 
called a shöt at rovers. The archers, having previ^. 
oüsiy detérmined by lot their ordcif' of precedence, 
wére to shoot each three shafts in saccession* The 
sports were regulated by an officer of inferior ránk, 
tdrihed the Provost of the games; for the high tsaak 
ofthe marshais of the lists would have been heid de* 
graded, had they condescended to superiútend the 
games ^f the yeotnanry. 

One by one the archers, stepping forward deU* 
vered their shafts yeomanlike andbravely* Oftwen- 
ty^four arrows, shoc in succession, ten iif ere fixed in 
the target, and the others ranged so near it, that 
donsideringthe distance of the mark,it was account- 
ed good archery. Of the ten shaás which hit the 
target, two within theinner ring were shot by Hubert, 
a forester in the service of Malvoisin, who was ac- 
cordingly pronounced victorious. 

" Now, Locksley," said Pxince Johnto thedevoted 
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yeoman, wkh a bhter sntile, ^ wilt thou try conclu- 
8ÍO&8 wíth Hubert, or wik thou yield up bów, baid- 
rick, and quivcr to the Pr ovost oiF thc sports?" 

«^ Sith it may be no bettef,"8atd Locksley, ^' I am 
content to try my fortune; oo cobdition tnat whenr 
I have shot two shalts at yonder mark of HubeA's 
he shall be boimd to shoot one at that whick I sball 
propose," 

** That is but fair/' answered Prince John, *• and 
it shall not be refused thee. — If thou dóst beat this 
braggart, Hubert, I wiU íiU die bugle with dl^er-pen- 
nieé for thee. 

}^ A man can but do his best,'* answered Hubert; 
** but my great-grandsire dreiir a good long bow Á 
Hastings, and I trust nottodishonour his memory." 

The former target was now removed, and a freah 
one of the same síze placed in its room. Hubert, 
who as victor in the first trial of skill, had the right 
to shoot first, took his aim with great deliberation, 
long measuríng the distance with his eye, while he 
held In his hand hts bended bow, with the arrow 
placed on the string. Atlength he madea step for- 
ward, and raising the bow at the full stretch of his 
left-arm, till the centre or grasping-place was nigh 
levél with* his face, he drew the bow string to his 
ear. The arrow whistled thröugh the air, and ligfat- 
widiin the inner-ring of the target,but not exactly in 
the centre. 

** You have not allowed' for the wind, Hubert," 
said his antagonist, bending his bow, ^* or that had 
been a better shot." 

So say ing,' and without showing the least anitiety 
to pause upon his aim, Locksley stept to the appoint- 
ed station, and shot his arrow as carelessly in appear* 
ance as »f he had not looked evén at the mark. He 
was speaking almost at the instant that the shafl left 
the bow'^string, yet it alighted in the target two in* 
ches nearer to the white spot which marked the cen* 
tre thsm that of Huberu 
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^* By the light of heaven!" ssdd Prince John to 
Hubert, ^^ an thou soffer that runagade knave-to over- 
Gome thee, thou art worthy of the wailows." 

Hubert had but one set speech tor all occasions. 
** An your highoess were to hang me/' he said, '• a 
man can but do bis best* Nevenheless, my grand- 
sire drew a bow"— — ^ 

.^ The foul íiend on thy grandsire and all his gene- 
ratioti/' intemtpted John; «* shoot, kpave, and shoot 
Üiy best, or it shall be the worse for thee. 

Thu8exh<»rted Hubert resumed his pkce, and not 
neglecting the caution which he had received from 
his adversary, he made the necessary allowancfe for 
a very li^bt air of wind, which had just arisen, and 
shot 8o aucces^fully that his arrow alighted in the 
very centre pf the target, 

^^ A Hubert! a Hubert!" shouted the po^Hilace,. 
more interested in a known person than in a straii* 
ger. «^ In the ckHit!«*-in the clout!— a Hubert for- 
evcr!" 

^' Thou eanst not mend that shot, Locksley," said 
the Prince, with an insulting smtle. 

^* I will notch his shaft for lüro,however," repíted 
Locksley. 

And letting fly his arrow vith a little morepre* 
caution than before, it lighted ri^t upon that oi hü 
compeútor, which it sptit to shivers. The people 
who stood around were so astonished at his wondet- 
ful dexterity, diat they cou)d not eveii gíve vént ta 
their surprise in their usnal clanoour. ** This muac 
be tbc devil and no man of flesh and blood," whk^ 
pered the yeomen to each othen *^auch archery waar 
never seen since a bow was íirst b^ent in Britaiov ' 

" And now," said Löckslcy," I crave yourgrace'a 
permission to plánt such a mark as is used in dié 
north. coüyitry; and welcorae every brave yeomaa 
who shsdl try'a shot at it to win a smile frbm the bon- 
ny láss he loves best." 
He then turnéd to leave the lists. ^ L^ yo«r 
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gi]ard« attend me,"^ he said, ^If yoa pÍeaae--«4 go 
but to cut a rod frbm the next vriUow buab." 

Prínce John made a signd^ ihat acmije attendants 
shcKddfoUow him mcase of his escapei but the acy 
of^Shamel shainer' whtch harst ftom the mohi^ 
tude^ iadu<^ htm to altér hbungenerous purpcne. 

Locksly returned almost tnstaódy vith a váüaw 
waad about sül fieet m l^igth, perfectly strai^v and 
imther thtcker thln a man's inamb* He hsffűsí to 
peel this witfa great compoaure^ obsettving, aft- the 
aame time, tbat to ask, a eood woodsmaD to sboot at 
artarffetao broadaahadnidierto been us^ wa&to 
put s£aiiie upoQ hia skill. *^ Fpr his oym part," he 
aaid, ^^ and in the land where he was í^red^ mea iRudd 
a& sooa take for their mark King Arthur'a roimd- 
table, ívhich hald sixty kni^hts^aroundy it« A child 
of «eve)i yeirs old," he said, ^might hit it with a 
headleas áiaft; but," added he wsdking ddibériMdy. 
to the odoier end of the Usts,* aqd atickin^ the willaw 
wand upright in the ground, *^^he that hits that rod 
at fivérseore yárds, I ctdl him an archer fit to bear 
both bow and quiver before a king, and it were the 
fliout King Rícluif d himselh" 

"My grandsire," said Hubert, "drew a. good 
b&w a$ the batűe of Hastings, and nevershot at auch 
atnark ín his life*-4uid neither will I. If thís yeo-^ 
aOMs^nan cleave tbat rod, I give* him the bufldm**-* 
ot rather, I yield to the devU that is in hss jerkiit^ 
and not to an^r haman skifl; a: mán caa but do I^a 
beot^ and I wiU not shoot whem I am sure to miss. 
Imightas wetl shoot at the edge of oür parson's 
whitde, orat a wheat straw, or at a sun-heam, as at 
a twinkliag wliite streak wfaich I can hardly see»" 

*' Cowardly dog!" said Prince John.--.-'* Sirrah 
iMOckaley do thou sboot; but, if thou^ bittest such a 
aiaxk, r witt say thou art the first man ever did 80« 
Howe?er itbe, dion sbalt not cscMr over ua with a 
merc show of superior skill*" 
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5 ** 1 wíU do my best, as Hqbert sayV* anawered 
Locksley; ** nó man can do more.'* 

So sayiíig, he again bent his bow, but on the pre« 
sent occasíon looked with atténtion to his weapon, 
and chatiged the strmg, which he thoxight was no 
longer tfuly round, having been a Uttlc frayed by the 
two former shots. • He then took his aim witíi somé 
deliberatio^, and the multitode áwaited the event in 
breathless silence. The archer. vindicated their 
oplnion of his skill: his arrow split the willow rod 
against which it was aimed. A jubilee of acclama- 
tions foUowed; and evén Prince John, in admiration 
of Locksley's skill, lost^his dislike to his person. 
•'These twenty nobles," he said, " which, with the 
bugle thou hast fairly won, are diine own; we will 
inaké thém fifty, if thou wilt take livcry and service 
with US ás a yeoman of our body guard, and beiiear 
to our person. For never did so strong a hand bend 
a bow, or so true aneye direct a shaft." 

'* Pardop me, noble Prince," said Locksley; " but 
I ha ve vowed, that if ever I take -servicééit should 
be with your royal brother, King Richárd. These 
twenty nobles- 1 leave to Hubert, who has this day 
drawn as brave a bow as his grandsire did at Hast- 
ings. Had his modesty not refused the trial^ he 
would havc hit the wand as well as I." 

Hubert shook his head as he received with reluc- 
tance the bounty x>f the straríger; and Locksley, an^- 
ious tb escape further observation, mixed with the 
crowd, and was seen no more. 

The victorious archer would not perhaps have 
escaped John's atténtion so easily, had not that 
Prince had otber subjects of anxious tod móré im-, 
portant meditation pressing upon his mind at that 
instant. He called upon his Chamberlain as he gave 
the signal for retiring from the lists, and commanded 
him instantly to gallpp to Ashby, and seek out Isaac 
the Jew. . "TeU the dog," he sáid, ** to send me, 
before suű-down, two thousand crowns. He knows 
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.the security; but thou mayest show him this ring 
for a tóken. The rest of the money must be paid 
at York withinsix days.^ If he neglects, I will have 
the unbelieving villain's head. Look that thou pass 
hím not on the way; for the circumcised slave was 
displaying his stolen finery atnongst us." 

So saying, the Prince resumed his horse, and re- 
tumed to Ashby, the whole crowd breaking up and 
dispersing upon his retreat. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

In roitgh magniíicence array'd 
Wben ancient Cbivalry display 'd 
The pomp of her heroic.games, 
A.nd crested chiefa^nd tissued dameff 
Asaemblfd, at the darion'a caU, 
In somé proud castle'i hígh-arehed liall. 

Wbabtoit. 

Prince John held his high festi val in the Castle 
of Ashby. This was not the same building of 
which the stately ruins still interest the traveiler, 
and which was erected at a later period by the Lord 
Hastings, High Chamberlain of England^ one of the 
first victims of the tyranny of Richárd the Third, and 
yet better known as one of Shakespeare's characters 
than by his historical fame. The castle and town 
of Ashby^at this time, belonged to Roger de Quin* 
cy, Earl of Winchester, who, during tíie period of 
our history, was absent in the Ho\y Land. Prince 
John, in the meanwhile, occupied his castle, and 
disposed of his domains without scruple; and seek- 
ing at present to dazzle nrven^s eyes by his hospitality 
and magnificence, had given orders for great prepa- 
rations, in order to render the banquet as splendid as 
possible. 

The purveyors of the Prince, who esercised, upon 
this and other occasions, the fuli authoríty of royalty, 
had swept the country of all that could be coUected 
vhich was ésteemed íit for their master's table. 
Guests alsó were invited in great numbers; and in 
the necessity in which he presently found himself of 
courting popularity, Prince John had extcnded thcse 
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to a few distinguished Saxon and Danish families, a$ 
well as to the Norman nobilíty and gentry of the 
neighbourhood. However despised and degraded 
on ordinary occasions, the great numbers of the 
Anglo-Saxons must necessarily render them formid- 
able in the civil commotipns which seemed approach- 
ingy and it was an obvious point of policy to secure 
popularity with their leaders. 

It was accordingly the Prince's intentipn, which 
he for somé time maintained, to treat these unwonted 
guests witli a courtcsy tb which they had been as 
little accustomed, But although no man with less 
scruple made his ordinary habits and feelings bend 
to his- interest, it was the misfortune of this Prince, 
that his levity and petulance were perpetually break- 
iHg out, and undoing all that had been gatned by his 
- previous dissimulation, 
' Of this íickle temper he gave a memorabie exam- 
ple in Ireland, when scnt thither by his father Henry 
the Secpnd, with the purpose of buying golden opín- 
íoó$ of the inhabitants of -that new and important 
acquisition to the English crown. Upon this óceá- 
nion the Irishchieftainscontended whjch shouldfirst 
oflfer to the ypung Prinxe their Igy^l bgraage and ths 
kíss of peace. But instead of receiving their salu- 
tations with courtesy, John and his petulant attend- 
ants could aot resist the temptation of .puliing the 
long beards of the Irish chieftains, a conduct which^ 
as might have been expected, was highly rescnted by 
tliese insulted dignitaries! and produced fataicon- 
sequences to the English domination in Ireland, It 
is necessary to keep these inconsistencies of John^s 
character in view, that the reader may understand his 
conduct during the present evening. 

In execution of the resolutioo which he had 
förmed during his cooler moments, Prince John re- . 
ceived Cedric and Athelstane with distipguished 
courtesy, and expressed his disappointment, withóut 
resentment, when the indisposition of Rowena was 
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alleged by the former as a reason for her not tttend- 
ing üpon fiis gracious summoús. Cedric and Athel- 
stane were both dressed in the Ancient Saxon garb, 
whích, alihough not^ unhandsome in itself, and in the 
present instance composed of costly materials, was 
so remote in shape and appearance from that of the 
óther guests, that Prince John tookgreat credit Jto 
himself with Waldemar Fitzurse for refraining from 
laughtei^ at a sight which the fashion of the day ren- 
dered so ridiciüous. Yet, in the eye of sober judg^ 
ment, the shott clo$e tumc and long mantle of the 
Saxons was a more graceful, as well as a more con- 
venient dress, than the garb of the Normans, whose 
under garment was a long doublet, so loose as to , 
resemble a shirt or wagoner's frock, covered by a 
cloak of scanty dimensions, neither fit to defend the 
wearer from cold or from rain, and the only pur- 
pose of which seemed to be to^display as much fur, 
embroidery, and jeweltery work, as the ingenuity of 
the tailor could contrive to lay upon it, The em- 
peror Charlemagne seems to ha ve been very sensible 
of the inconveniences arising from the fasbion of 
their garment. " In heaven's name," said he, ** to v 
vhat purpose sérve these abridged cloaks? If we 
are in bed they are no covering, on horseback they 
are no protectíon from the wind and rain, and when 
seated, they do not protect our legs from the damp 
or the frost." 

Nevertheless, in spite of this imperial objurgation, 
fhe short cloaks continued in fashion down to the 
time of which we treat, and particularly among the 

{>rinces of the house of Anjou. They were there- 
bre in nni versal use among Prince John's courtiers; 
and the long mantle, which förmed the upper gar- 
ment of the Saxons, was held in proportional déri- 
sión. 

The guests were seated at a table which groaned 
under the quantity of good cheen The numerous 
cooks who attended on the Prince's progress, havíng 
17* '^ 
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-excfited ftU their art in Taa7iág tbe forins in which 
fhe ordinary provisions were served up, and succeed- 
ed almost as well as the modem professors of tiie 
culmaty art in rendcring them pfrfectly unlíke dieir 
natural appTearance. Besides these dishes of domes- 
ttc orígín, there were varíous delicacies brought from 
forelgn parts, and a quantity of rich pastry, as well 
as of tHe simneMn'ead and wastle cakes, which were 
only used at the lables of tbe highést.nobilíty. The 
baníquet was crowned widi the ricfaest wines, both 
foreign and dpmestic. 

But^ though luxurtous, tbe Norman nobles were 
not, gencrally speaking, an inten^perate racc. Whíle 
indulgtng themselves in tbe pleasures of the tablé^ 
they aimed at delicacy, but avoided exce&s, and were 
apt to object gluttony and drunkenness to the van- 
quished Saxons, as vices peculiar to- their ínferior 
stram* Prince John, fndeed, and those who courted 
his pleasures by hnitating his foibles, were apt to in- 
dulge to cxcess in the pleasures of the trendicr and 
the goblet; and indeed it is well known diat his 
death was occasioned by a svirfeit upon peacbts and 
ncw alCé His condncí:, bowcver, was an exception 
to the generál manner^ of his coimtrymen. 

Wrth sly gravity, interrupted only by prívate signs 
to each other, the Norncian knights and nobles be- 
háá the ruder dem^anour of Athelstane and Cedríc 
at a banquet, to the förm and fashion of which they 
were unaccustomed. And while their demeanour 
was thus the subject of sarcastic observation, the 
ontapght'Saxons unwittingly transgressed several of 
the :arbitrary rules established for the regulation of 
^ociety. Now, it is well kíiown that a man may with 
more imponhy bt guiky of an actual breach eitber 
of rtísA ^od breeding or of good morals, thah ap- 
pear ígnorant of the most minute point of fashiona- 
ble^^squette. Thas Gedric, who dríed his hands 
upon a towel, instead of sufTering Ae moisture to 
eadiale byiraving them gaaoefuUyinthe air, incar- 
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red more ridicule than his conpanioa AtMfttaaf , 
when he swalloved.tohie own aiogle ahare the whgie 
of a large pasty composed pf the most exqimke fo- 
reign delicacies, and terjaed at liiat time a karunt' 
pie» When, however, it was dísoovered, by ^ seri- 
ous cross-examlnatian, that the Tbane of Conniogv- 
burg. (or FrankUn, as the Normans tervied bim) 
had no idea what he had been devouríng, aod that 
he had taken the contexitsofthe Karum-pie forlarks 
and pigeons, whereas they were in fact beccaficocs 
and nightingales. his igoorance brought hinf in for an 
ample'^bare of the ridicule which would h.avé bee^ 
n^ore jusdy bestowed xm hÍ9 gluttpny* 
' The long feast had at length it$ end; and, while 
the göblet circulated freely^ men talked of .the feats 
of the preceding toumament, — of the unkoown vic- 
tor in the archery ganie^-H>f the ' Black Knigh^, 
whoae self-4enial hadioduced htm tp withdrawfrom 
the 4ionours he had won,-7-and of the gallant Ivan- 
hoe, yilio had so deariy bought the honoüts of the 
day. The topics were treated with military frank- 
ziesfi, and the je&t and laugh went round the haji, 
The brow of Prince John alone was overclouded 
during thése disCussions; somc^overpowering care 
seemed agitating his mind, and it was only wben he 
received occasicaial hints from his attendants that 
he seemed to take interest in what was passing around 
hiou On such occasions he would start up, quaff oif 
a cup of wine as if to raise his spiríts, and then 
miogie in thecanvcrsationbysoxaeobservationmade 
abruptly or at xandom. 

*' We drink this beaker," said he,«to the hcalth 
of WilMd of Ivaidioe, <^amp*an of this passage of 
arms, aiSl grietoe that his wound rendére him obsent 
from OUT íboand — IjtíL allüU to tdie pledge, and espe- 
cidily Cednc of Rothei^un, the wortby father of : a 
aoa so promiaing." 

^^ No, my lord," replied Cedric, standing up^ and 
piacing on the taUeíhia untasted cup, ^^ I fitíiXfíot 
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the name of son to the disobedientyouth, whoat once 
despiaes my comnianda, and relinquishes the manners 
and cuatoms of his fathers." 

" 'Tis impossible," cricd Prince Jobn, with well- 
feignedastonishment,^^ that so gallant a knight should 
be an unworthy or disobcdient son." 

" Yct my lord," answered Cedric, ** so it is with 
this Wilfrid. He left my homely d wellíng to minglé 
wUh,the gay nobility of your brother's court, where 
he leárned to do those tricks of horsemanship which 
you prize so highly. He left itcontrary to my wish 
and command; and in the days of Alfréd that would 
have been termed disobedience— -ay, and a crime se- 
verely punishable." 

•*Alas!" rcplied Prince John, with a deep sigh 
of aflFected sympathy^^^since your son was a foUower 
of my unhappy brother, itneed notbe inquired where 
or from whom helearned the lessonof filial disobedi- 
cnce." 

- Thus spoke Prince John; wilfully forgetting that 
of all the sóns óf Henry the second, though no one 
was free from the charge, he himself had been most 
distinguished for rebellion and ingratitude to his 
father. 

" I think," said he, after a moment's pause, " that 
my brother proposed to confer upon his favourite the 
rich manor of ívanhoe." 

"He did cndow him with it," answered Cedric; 
^^ nor is it my least quarrel against my son, that he 
stooped to hold, as a feudal vassal, the very domáUis 
which his fathers possessed in free and inülependent 
right." 

" We shall then have your wiUing sanction, good 
Cedric," said Prince John, •* to confer thi& fief npon 
a person whose dignity will not be diminished by 
holding land of the British crown. Sir Reginald 
Front-de-Boeuf," he said, tuming towardsthat BarcHi, 
<'Itrust you will so keep the goodly Barony of 
Ivanhoe. that Sir Wilfnd shall not incur his father's 
farther displeasore by agwientering upon that fief." 
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**By St. Anthooy!'\answered the blaek-brow'd 
giast," I wiU con$ent that your híghness shall hold me 
a SaxoB, if either Cedric ór Wilfred^ or the best that 
cyer boré English blood, shall wrench from me the 
^ift with which your highness has graced mc." 

" Whoevclr shall call thce Saxon, Sir Báron," rc- 
plied Cedric, öíFended at a mode of eicpression hy 
"which the Normansffequently expressed tneirhabitu- 
al contempt of the English, ** wiÜ do thee an honour 
as great aa it is undeserved." 

Front-de-Bceuf would have replied, but Prince 
John's petulance and levity got \he start. 

♦* Assuredly," said he, " my lords, the noble Cedric 
speaks trijth; and his race may claim precedence over 
US as much in the length of their pedigrees as in the 
longitude of their doaks." . 

**They go before us indeed in the field— as deer 
before dogs,** said Malvoisin. 

** And^ith good right may they go before üs— 
forget not," said the Pryor Aymer, ** the superior 
decency and decorum of their manners." 

^^ Their singular abstemioueness and temperance," 
said Bracy, forgetting.the plán which proroisediiim 

" Together with the courage and conduct,''\ said 
Brian de Bois-Guílbert, ^* by which they distinguish- 
ed themselves at Hastings and elsewhere,." 

While, with smooth and smiiing cheek, the cour- 
tiers, each in tum, foUowed their prince's example, 
and aimed a shaft of ridicule at Cedric, the face of 
the Sáxon became inflamed with passión, and he 
glanced his eyes fiercely from one to another, as if 
the quick succession of so many injuries had prevent^ 
ed his replyiqg to them in turn; or, liké a baited 
buli, yv^ho, surrounded by his torraentors, is at a loss 
to'choose from among them the immediate object of 
his revenge. At length he spoke, with a voice half 
choked with passión;^ and, ^dressing himself to 
Prince John as the head and front of the oifence^ 
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which he had rcccived, " Whatevcr," he said, " have 
been the foUies and vices of our race, a Saxon^ would 
have been held nidering'* Tthe most emphatic term 
' £<»* i^bject worthlessness,) wno should, in his own hall, 
and while his own wine-cup passed, have treated an 
unoiFendingguest asyourhighnesshas this day beheld 
me used; and whatever was the misfortune of our 
fathers bn the (ield of Hastings, those may at least be 
silent," here he loöked at Front-de-Boeuf and the. 
Templar, " who have within these few hours once 
and again lost s^ddle and stirrup before the lance of a 
Saxon." 

" By my faith, a bi^ng jest," said Prince John, 
*' How liké you it, sirs?"— Our Saxon subjects ríse 
in spirit and courage; become shrewd in ívit, and 
bold in bearing, in these unsettled tiroes — What say 
ye, my lords?— By this good Üght, I hold it best to 
takc our galleys, and return to Normandy intimé*" 

** For fear of the Saxóns?" said Bracy, laughing; 
^^ we should need no weapon but our hunting spears 
to bring these boars to bay." 

" A truce with yoür raillery, Sir Knights," said 
Fitzurse; " and it were well," he added, addressing 
the Prince* ** that youT highn^ss should assure the 
iirorthy Cedric there is no insult intended him by 
jests which must sound but harshly in the ear of a 
stranger." 

" Insult?" answcred Prince John, resuming his 
courtesy of demeanour; " I trust it will not be thought 
that I could meap, or permit any, to be offered in my 
presence. Here! I fill my cup to Cedric himself, 
since he refuses to plcdge his son's health," 



* There was nothing^ accounted ao ignomínioua amon^ the 
Saxona as to merít- this disgraceful építhet. Evén Williaia the 
Conqueror, hated as he was by them, continued to draw a con- 
slderable army of Angtb-Saxons to his standard, by threatemng to 
stigmatise those that staid at home as JVictírinf . Bartholinus,^! 
think, mea(ions, aámíkr phrase which had liké Influence on the 
Daoes. 



IVANHOE. 19^ 

Th€ cup went around amid the well-dissembled 
api^ause of the coartiers, which, however, failed to 
make the impression on the mind of the Saxon ívhich 
had been designed. He . was not naturally acute of 
perception, but those too mach undervalued his un- 
derstanding who deemed that this flattering compli- 
ment would obliterate his sense of the prior kisült. 
He was sUent, however, when the royal pledfge again 
passed round, ^* To Sir Athelstane. of Connings* 
burgh." 

The knight made his obeisance, and showed his 
sense of the h<Hiour by draining a huge goblet in ai^- 
swer to it. 

** And now, sirs^" said Prince John, who began 
to be warmed with the wine which he had drunk, 
^^ having dcme justice ta our Saxon guests, we will 
pray of them somé requital to our courtesy. Worthy 
Thané," he continued, addressing Cedric, "may we 
pray you to name to us somé Norman whose name 
may least sully your mouth, and to wash down with a 
goblet of wine all bitterness which the sound may 
leave behind it?" 

Fitzurse arose while Prince John spoke, and, glid- 
ing behing the seat of the Saxon, whispered te him 
not to omit the opportunity of putting an end to un- 
kindaess betwixt the two races, by naming Prince 
John. The Saxon replied not to this politic in^nua- 
tion, but, rising up, and filling his cup to the brim, 
he addressed Princci John in these words: ** Your 
highness has rcquired that I should name a Norman 
deservingto be remembcred at our banquet, This, 
perchance, is a hard task, since it calls on the slave 
to sing the praises of the master— upon the vanquish- 
ed while pressed by all the evils of cohquest, to 
sing the praises of the conqueron* Yet I wiíl name 
a Norman— *the first in arms and in place— the best 
and the noblest of his race. And the lips that shall 
refuse to pledge me to his well-eamed fame, I term 
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fabe and disbonoored, smd will 8o maíntam them 
with my life.— -I^ quaff this goblet to the healih of 
Richárd the Lion-hearted!" 

Princc John, who h^d expected'thathbownname 
would have ciosed the SaxQn's speech, started whea 
that of his injured brother was so unexpectedly in« 
troduced. He ratsed mechanically the wine ctip to his 
Ijps, then instantly set itxlown, to view the demean- 
our of the company at thid unexpected prc^sal which 
many of them felt it as unsafe to oppose as to coinpl3r 
with* Somé of them, ancient and experienced cour- 
tiers^dosely imitatedthe example of the Prince bim-* 
self, raisitig the goblet to their lips, and again replac-^ 
ing it before them. There wcre many who, witb a more 
generous feeltng, exclaimed, ^^ Longlive Kii^ Rich*- 
ard! and may he be speedily restored to us!" And 
somé few, among whom were Front-de-Bocuf and the 
Templar, in suUen disdain sufFered their goblets to 
stand untasted before them. But no man ventured 
direcdy to gainsay a ptedge filled to the healtb of die 
reigning monatch. 

Having enjoyed his triumph, for aboűt a minote^ 
Cedric said to his companion, "Up, noble Athelatane! 
we haveremainedhere longenough, since we have rc- 
quited the bospitabfó courtcsy of Prince Jobn's ban*^ 
quet. Those who wish to knów furtber of oor rude 
Saxon manners must hencefbrth seek us in the homes 
of oür fathers, since we have seen enoogb of niyal 
banqubts, and enough of Nonpan courtesy. . 

So saying, he arose and left the banqueting room^ 
ibilowed by Athelstane, and by several other guesta^ 
who, partaking by the Saxonlineage, beid themselves 
insulted by the sarcasms of Prince John and his 
courtíers* 

" By the bones of St. Tbomas," satd Prince Jöbn^ 
as diey retrsated, "the Saxon ctmris faave bcane oSE 
the best of the dffy,«tid have retreated with triumph.'' 
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mer; " wehavc drunland we have shouted, — it wcte 
time WC left our wine fiagons.'' 

"The raottk hath somc fair penitent to shrive to- 
night, diathe is in sudi a huny to depart," said Dfe 
Bracy» 

" Not so. Sir Knight," replied tbe Abbot; ^ fant I 
must move several pailes forward this* evening upoti 
my homeward joumey." 

** They are breaking up," said the Priilcc in a 
whisper to Fitzurse; " their fears anticipate the 
event,and this coward Prior is the first to shrink from 
me." 

" Fear not, ihy Lord,'' said Waldemar; " I will 
show him such reasonsas shallinduce him to jóin us 
to hold our meetingatYork. — Sir Prior," he ssdd, " I 
must speak with you in priyate before you mount 
your palfrey." 

The other guests were now fást dispersing, with 
the exception of those immedíatelyattachedtoPrínce 
John's faction and his retinue. 

" This, then, is the result of your advice," said the 
Prínce, tuming an angry countenance upon Fitzurse. 
** That I should be beardcd at my own board by a 
drunken Saxon churi, and that, on the mere sound of 
.mv forother's name, men should fali off from ine as if 
I had the leprosy." ^ 

" Have patience, sir," replied his counseUór; " I 
might retort your accusation, and blame the inconsi- 
dtrate levity which foiled my desipn, and misled 
your own better judgment. But this is no time for 
recriminatíon. &racy and I will instantly go among 
these cowards, and convince them they have gone too 
far to recede." 

" It will be in vain," said Prince John, pacing the 
apartment with disordered steps, and expressing him- 
self with an agitation to which the wine he had druuk- 
partly contributed— " It will be in vain— they have 
seen the hand-writlng on the wall — they have mafked 
the paw of the lion in the saxid-^they have heard his 

VOL. I. 18 
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apprcM^hing n>ar shake the wood — nothing wiU re* 
•liimate their courage." 

« Would to God/' said Fitzursc to Bracy, « that 
aught could re-animate his own! His brother's very 
name is an ague to htm. Unhappy are the counsellors 
of a prínce who wants fortttuae and perseverance 
idike in good and in eviU" 
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CHAPTER XV. 

And>yet he tbinks,— ha, ha* ha, ha,— he thinks 
I am the tool and serrant of hia will. 
Well, let ít be; throu^fli all the maze of trouble 
Hi8 plotsand baae oppression muat create, 
niahape myaelf a way to higher things, . 
And who will say *tis wrong? 

SoiU, a Tragedy. 

No spider ever tqok more pains to repair the shat- 
tered meshesof his web, thandid Waldemar Fitz- 
urse to reunite and combine the scattered members 
of Prince John's cabaL Few of these were attached ^ 
tö him from inclination, and nőne from personal at- 
tachment. It was therefore necessary, that Fitzurse 
shouldopen to them newprospects of advantage,^nd 
remind them of those which they at present enjoyed. 
Tq the young and wild nobles, he held out the pros- 
pect of unptinished license and uncontrolled fevelry; 
to the ambitious, that of power, and to the covetous^ 
4that of ihcréased wealthand extended domains. The 
leaders of the mercenaries received a donation in 
gold; án arguffient the most persuasive to theír minds, 
and without which ail others \^ould have proved in 
vain* Promises were still more liberally distributed 
than money by this actíve agent; andf in fine, nothíng 
was left undone that could determitie the waveiing 
or animate the disheartened. The return of King 
Richárd he spoke of as an event altdgether beyond 
the reach of probability; yet, when he obser\'ea, from 
the doubtful look and uncertain answers which he 
received^ that this w^s the apprehéi^sion by which 
the minds ofhis accomplices were most haunted, he 
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boldly treated that event, should it reaHy take t>lace, 
as one whkh ought not to aker their political calcula- 
tions. ' 

** If Hichard rctums," said Fitzurse, " he returns 
to enrích his needy and impoveríshed crusaders at 
the expense of those who didnot follow him tothe 
Holy Land. He returns to call to a fearful account- 
ingf those who, during hís absence, have done aught 
that can be construed offence or encroachment. upon 
either the laws of the land or the privilegcs of the 
crown. He returns to avenge upon the Drdcrs of 
the Temple and the Hospitál, the preference which 
they showed to Philip of Francé duríng the Wars in 
the Holy Xand. He returns, in fine, to^unish as a 
rebel every adherent of his brother Prince John« 
Are ye afraid of his power?" continued the artful 
confidant öf that prince; ^ we acknowledge him a 
stróng and valiant knight, but these are not the days 
óf King Arthur, when a champion could encöunter 
an türxú)\ If Richárd indéed comes back, it must be 
alone,— unfoHowed — unfriended. The bones of his 
^lant ármy have whitened the sands of Palestine. 
The few of his followers who have returned, have 
straggled hither liké this Wilfrid of Ivanhoe, beg- 
gared and broken men« And what talk ye of Rich- 
árd's right of birth?" he continued, in answer to 
those who objected scruples on thathead.'^^ Is Rich- 
ard*s title of primogehiture more decidedly certain 
than that of Uuke Róbert of Normandy, the Con- 
óueror's eldest son? And yet William the Red, and 
Henry, his second and third brothers, were succes- 
sively preferred tó him by the voíce of the nation, 
Róbert had every merít which can be pleaded for 
Richárd; He was a bold knight a good leader, gene- 
rous toliis friends and to the church, and, to crovm 
the whole, a crusader and a conqueror of the Holy 
Sepulchre; and yet he died a blind and miserable 
prisoner in the Castle of Cardiffe, because he oppos- 
ed himself to the will of the people, Who chosé not 
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that he shpuld ruíc over thém, It i« our right," he 
said,^^ to choose from the biood royal the pri«ce who 
is best qualified to hold the supreme power — that is,'' 
said he, corrécting himself, *^ him whose election will 
best prppfiotejthe intercsts of the nobilíty. In person- 
al qüalt^catiotí," he said/^ it was possifole that Prince 
John might be inferior to his brother Richárd; but 
when it was considered, that the latter returned with 
the sword of vengeanCe in his hands, while theformer 
held 9ut reVards, immunitiés,privileges,wealth and 
honours, it could not be doubted ívhich was the king 
whóm in wisdom the nobility were called on to sup- 
port."^ 

These, and many more arguments ^some adapted to 
the pecuHar circucnstances ojf those whom he address- 
ed, had the expected wcight with the nobles of Prince 
Johi^'s faction. Most of them consented to attend 
upón the proposed mceting at York, for the purpose 
of making generál arrangementsfor piacing the crown 
upon thé head oi Prtnce John. 

It was laté at night, when, wom out and exhausted 
with his various exertions, however gratified with the 
result, Fltzurse, retuming to the Castleof Ashby, met 
with De Bfacy, who had exchanged his banqueting 
garments for a short green kirtle, with hőse of the 
same cloth and coloar, a leathern cap or" head-piece a 
short sword, a hom slung over his shoidder, a long 
bow in his bánd, and abundle of arrows stuck intő his 
beit. Had Pitzurse met this figure in an outer apart- 
nient, he would have passed him without notice, as 
one of the yeomen of the guard," but íinding him in 
the inncr-haü, hfe looked at him with more attention, 
and recognised the Normon knight in the dress oi 
an English yeoman. ^ 

" What mummery is this, De Bracy?" said Pitz- 
urse, somewhat tmgf ily; ^ is this a time for Christ- 
inas gambols aud quaint maskings, when the fate óf 
our ma8tcr,/Prince John, is on the very verge/of de- 
cision? Why bast thou not bcen, Uke me, among 
18* 
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theseheardess cntvons, whomthc very aameof Kiog 
Richárd terrifies^ as it is said io do the chUdren of 
tbe Saraccns?" 

^^ 1 have been minding mine own business^" eaid 
De Bracy calmly, " as you, Fif^ursc'* 

<< I minding my own business!'' echoed Waldemar; 
<* I have bee» engaged in that of Prince Jofan^ oür 
jpint patron." 

*^ As if thou hadst any other reason for that Wal- 
demar," said Da Bracy, ^< than the promotion of thine 
own individual interest. Come, F itzurse, we know 
e^ch other—- ambition is thy pursuit, pleasure is mine, 
and thé^ become our difFerent ages. Öf Prince Joha 
t^ou thmkest as I do; that he is too weakto be a de- 
termined monarch; too tyrannicalto be an easy mon* 
arch; too insolent and presumptuous to be a popular 
monarch, and too iickle and timed to be long a mon- 
arch of any kind. But he is a monarch by whom 
Fitzurse and Bracy hope to risé and thrive, and there- ^ 
főre you ald him with yoür jjoUcy. and I with the ' 
I^nguage of my Frce Coropanions.'* 

^^ A nopeful auxiliary," said Fitzurse impatienftly, 
. ^^ play ing the fool in the very moment of utter necessity 
n*»What on earth dóst thou purpose by thts absurd 
disguiae at a moment so urgentr' 

" To get me a wife," answered Bracy coolly, ** after 
thp pnanoer of die tribe of Benjámin*'' 

^* The tribe of Benjámin?'' said Fitzurse, *' I 
(p^iprehend thee not«" 

" Wert thou not in prcsence yester-even," said 
JJJe Bracy^ " when we heard the Pryor Aymer teli 
US a tale, m reply tp the románcé which was sung by 
the MinstreU — He told how, long since in Palestine, 
a deadly feud arose between the clan of Benjámin 
ppd the rest of the Isra^litish nation; and how they 
CMt to pii^qes vell nigh 4JÍI the chivaky of that dani 
ffiá how tl>ey swore b^ ov|r ^less^ed Lady that they 
ITQuId not permU tV^ )i{hf).f;c^ai<^d to 'marrv 'm 
HWf^^^spi md JÍm;>w t)»ffy béc^u^e gri^vod for tbeir 
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vov, and attnt to considt his hoUness the Popé hów 
jhey^ might be absoLved from it: and how, by the 
ad vice of the Holy Pather, the youth of the tribe of 
Beniamincarried oíF from a soperb toumament all 
tbeíadies who were there present, and thus won them 
wives without the copsent either of their hrídes or 
theír brideg' families." 

^^I have heard the stoiy^^' said Fitzurse, *^ thougk 
either the Prior or thou hast made somé singnlar al- 
terations in date and circurostances." 

" I teli thee^" fiaid De Bracy, " that I mean to 
purvey me a wife after the fashion ctf the tribe of 
Benjámin: which is as much as to say, that in tliia 
same eqaipment I will fali upon thaít iierd of Sason 
bullocks who have this night left the castle, and 
carry ofiF from tíiem the lovcly Ro véna." 

" Art thoumad. De Bracy?" said Fitzurse, *< Be- 
think thee that, though the men be Saxons, they are 
rich anti poiiirerful^ and regarded with the more re- 
spect by their countrymen, that wealth and honour 
are but the lot of few of Saxondescent*" 

^^ And should belong to nőne,'* said De Bracy; 
* the work of the Conquest shouid be completed." 

^^ This is no time for it at least," said Fitzurse: 
^^ ihe approaching crisis renders the fayour of the 
Dtiultitude indispenss^e^ and Prince John can not 
refuse justice to any one who injures their favour* 
itcs," 

^ Let him grant it, if he dare,'' said De Bracy; 
^^ he will soon see the difference betwixt the support 
of such alusty lotof spears as nrine, and that of a 
beartless mob of Saxon churls*. Yet I mean no im- 
xnedxate discovf nr of myself. Seem I not in this 
garb as hold a foreater as ever blew hom? The 
Uame of the violence shaU rest with the outlaws of 
the Yorkshire /ore^. I have mire spies on üie Saz- 
ons' motions — ^To night they aleep in the convent of 
Saínt Wittol, or Witholdi or whatever they call that 
churl of a Saxaa Saiat at Buitoa-^n-Trent. Nezt 
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day's march bríngs them whhin oar reach, and isd- 
con-ways we svoop on them at once. Presently after 
I will appear in mme own shape, play the coarteóus 
Icnight, rescue the unfortonate and aiBicted fair one 
fróm the handa of the rude ravishers, conduct her to 
Frontodé- BoeuTs castle, or to Normandy, ifit should 
be necessary, and produce her not again ta her kin«- 
dred untilshe be the bride and dame of Maurice de 
Bracy.'' 

" A marvellously sage plán," said Fitzurse,** and, 
as I thínk« nót entirely of thíne own device— Come, 
be frank, De Bracy, who aided thee in the invention? 
and who is to assist in the execution? for, as I think 
thine own bánd lies as far oíF as York." 

** Marry, if thou must needs know," said De Bra- 
cy, ^ it was the Templar Brian de Bois-Guilbert that 
shaped out the enterprise which the adventure of the 
men of Benjámin suggested to me. He is to aid me 
in the onslaught, and he and his followers will per- 
sonate the outlaws, from whom my valorous arm is, 
after changíng my garb, to rescue the lady." 

" By my halidome," said Fitzursc, " the plán was 
worthy of your united wisdoín; and thy prudence^ 
De Bracy, is more especially manifested in thy pro- 
ject of leaving thy lady in the hands of thy worthy 
confederate. Thou may'st I think, succeed in tak- 
ing her from her Saxon friends, but how thou wilf 
rescue her afterwards from the clutches of Bois*. 
Guilbért seems considerably more doubtful — ^He is a 
. falcon well accustomedto pounce on a partridge, and 
to hold his prey fást." 

"He is a Templar," said De Bracy, "and can not 
thereföre rival mié in pay planof wedding this he^ir- 
ess;*-and to attempt aught dishonourable against 
the i6tended bride of De Bracy — By dleaven! were 
he a wholc Chapter of his Order in his single person, 
he dared not do íne such an injury !" 

** Then since naught that I can say," said Fitz- 
urse, " will put this f<*y £tx>m.thy imaginatíon (fór 
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well I know the obstinacy of thy dispositíon,) at 
least waste as little time as possible — ^let notthy loUy 
foe lasting as well as untimely/' 

« I teli thee," ahswered De Bracy, « that itw'úL 
be the work of a few hours, and I shall be at York 
at the head of tny daring and valorous fellows, as 
ready to sopportany daríng design as thy policy can 
be to form oae— But I hear my comrades assembling, 
and the steeds staitíping and neigbing in the outer- 
court — FareweU— *I go, liké a true knight, to win the 
smiles of -beauty." 

' ** Liké a true knight?'* repeated Fitzurse, looking 
aftcr him; •^like a liatural fool, I should say, or liké 
a child, who wíll leave the most serious and needful 
occupation, to chase the down of the thisde that 
drives pást him — But it is with such tools that I fnust 
worky and for whose advantage? for that of a Prince 
as unwise as he is profligate^ and as likely to be an 
ungrateful master as he has sűready proved a rebel* 
lious son, and an unnatural brothen^--But he— he, 
too, is but one of the tools with whom I labour; 
and, proud as he is, should he presume to separate 
bis interest from mine, this is a secret whichhe shaU 
soon leam." 

^Thc meditations of the statesman were here in- 
terrupted by the voice of the Prince from an interíor 
apartment, calling out, ** Noble Waldemar Fitzurse!" 
and, with bonnetdoffed, the future Chancellor, for to 
such faigh preferment did the hopes of the wily Nor- 
man aspire^ hastened to receive the ordersof a futuro 
sovereign. 
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JPar m a wUd, unknown to publio new, 
From youth to age a reTcrend hennit grew; 
The moss bis bed« the cave his bumblecellk 
Hi8 ibod the fruita, his drtnk Úu^ cryatal well; 
RemoFe from maiiy with Qod he paaa'd hia dajra^ 
Prayer all hia buaineaa— all hia pleaaure praiae. 

Pabitsjx. 

The reader can not have forgottén that the event öf 
the tournament was decided hy the exertions 6f an 
unknown knight, whom, on account of the passive 
and indifferent conduct which he hSá manifested on 
the former part of the day, the spectators had en- 
titled, Le Noir FaineanU This knight had léft the 
fielcl^ abruptly when the vktory was achieved; and 
when he was called upon to receive the reward of his 
valour, he was no where to be!found. In the meantime^ 
while summoned by heralds and by trumpets, the 
knight was holding his course northwárd, avoidíng 
all frequénted paths, and taking the shortest course 
through the woodlands. He paused for the night at 
a small hostelry, laying out of the ordinary route, 
where, however, he obtainéd from a wandermg min^ 
strelnews of the event of the tourney. 

On the next moming the knight departed early, 
with the purpose of making a long joumeyj the 
condition of his horse, which he had caref uUy spared 
during the preceding^'moming, being.such as enabled 
him to travel far without the necessity of much re- 
pose. Yet his purpose was baiBed by the devious 
paths through which he rode, so that wh^n evening 
closed upon him, he only found himself on the frou^ 
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tiers of th< West Ridiog of Yorkshtre. By this 
time both horse and man required refreshment; and 
it became necessary moreover to look oat for somé 
place in which they might spend the nigfat, which 
was now fást approaching. 

The place wnere the traveller found hiínself seem- 
/cd unpropitious for finding either shelter or refresh- 
ment, and he was likely^to be reduced to the usual 
expedient of knights éiTa:nty who on such occasipns, 
turnéd their horses to.^ graze, and laid themseíves 
down to meditate on their lady^mistress, with an 
oak-tree for a canopy* But the Black Knight either 
had no mistress to meditate upon, or, as indifferent 
in lőve as he see med to be in war, was not sufficiently 
occupied by passionat^ refiections upon her beauty 
and cruelty, to be able to< páhy the effects of fatigue 
and hunger, and suiFer lőve to act as a substitute for 
thesolid comforts of a bed and. supper. He felt 
dissatisfied, therefore, when, looking around, he 
found himself deeply involved in woods, through 
which indeeá there were many open glades, and 
somé paths, but such as séemed only förmed by the 
nűmerous berds of cattle which grazed in the fovest, 
orby the animalsof chaseand the hunters who made 
prey of them. 

The siín, by which the knight had chieflydirected 
his course, was now sunk behind the Derbysbire- 
hills on his left^ and every effort which he might 
inake topursue his joumey was as Ükely to lead hím 
out of his road as to advance him on his joumey^ 
'Aftér having in vain endeavoured to select the most 
beaten path, in hopes it might lead to the cottagcfof 
Qotne herdsman, or the sylvan lodge of somé forester, 
and baving repeatedly found himself totally unáble to 
determine on a choice^ the knight resolved to trust 
to the sagacity of his horse, expcricnce having,. on 
formér occasion, made him acquainted with the 
wpn^erful talent possessed by these animals, íor 
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cxctioftting themselves aod their riders upon such 
MMrgencieft. 

The ^ood horae grievously fatigued withsolong 
a dáyViourney under a ríder cs»ed in mail, had no 
sooner íound, by the slackenedreins; thnt he was 
abandoned to hia own guidance, Aan he seemed^ to 
awame new strengdi and spint; and wliereas for- 
m«rly he had scarce replied to the spur^ odierwisd 
than bya groan, he now. as if prouá of the coafi- 
dencö- reposed in htm, prieked up his ears, and as- 
stimed of lús owu accord a more- lirely tnotian* 
The path which the animál adoptedrather turnéd off 
from the course pursnéd by tbe knight dnring the 
day; but, as the horse seemed confident inhisxfacdte, 
tbe rider- abandoned himself to his discretion. 

Hé was justifíed by the evcnt; for the fbotpadt 
soon after appearéd a litüe wider and- more trom, 
and the tinkle of a small beU ^e the knight to un- 
derstand that he was in the vicinity of sonae cEapel 
ofbermitage. 

Accordtagiy b^ soon reachcd an open plat of tnrf, 
ön the opposite sidé of which a rock,rÍ8Íng abruptly 
froA a gendjr sloping plain, offered its gray and 
wea^er-beaten front to the travetlen Ivy manded 
its sides in somé placea, and in others oaks-imd hólly 
bushes, whose roots foúnd nourishment in the clifija 
of the crag, waved over tbc precipice below, üke 
the plumage of the warrior over hb steel beimet,- 
gtving grace to that whöse chief expression was ter« 
roF. At tbe bottom of the rock, and leaning as it 
uráre against it, was constrocted a rude hut, built 
chiefly of the truiiks of trees felted in the neighbour- 
ing fbrest, and secured against the weather by hav- 
ingitscrevicesstuffedwith moss mingled with clay* 
The stem of a young fir trec, lopped of its branches^ 
with a piece of wood tied across- near the top, wa9 
planted uprigfat near the door, as a rude emblem of 
die holy cross. At a litde distance on tbe right 
hand á fountain of the purest water trickled out of 
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the rock, and was feceived in a hollow stone, vhích 
labour had , förmed intő a rustic basin. Escaping 
from thence, the stream murmured down the descent 
by a channel which it9 course had long wom, and so 
waiidered through the little plain to lose itselt in the 
neighbourin|; wood. 

Beside this foúntain were the ruins of a very small 
chapel, of which the roof had partly fallen in, The 
building, when entire, had never been above sixteen 
i'eet long by twelve feet in breadth, and the roof, low 
in proportion, rested upon four concentric arches 
which sprung from the four comers of the building, 
each supported upon a short and heavy pillar. The 
ribsoftwo of these archeá remained, though the roof 
had fallen do\!^ betwixt them; ovér the others it re- 
mained entire. The entrance to this ancient place of 
deyotion was under a very low round arcb, orna- 
mented by several courses of that zíg-zag moulding, 
resembling shark's teeth, which appears so often in 
the more ancient Saxon churches, A belfry rose 
above the porch on four small pillars, within which ' 
hung the green and weather-beaten bell, the feeble 
sounds of which had been sometimc since heard by 
the Black Knight, ,, 

The whole peaceful and quiet scene lay glimmer- 
ing in twilight before the eyes of the traveller, giv- 
ing him good assurance of lodging for the night; 
since it was a special düty of those hermits who 
dwelt in the woods to exercíse hospitality towardsbe* 
nighted or bewildered passengers, 
' Accordingly, the knight took no time to consider 
minutely the particulars which we have detailed, but 
tharíking St. Julián (the patron of travellers) who 
had sent him góod harbourage, he leaped from his 
horse and assailed the door of the hermitage with 
the butt of his lance, in order to arouse attention and 
gain admittance. 

It was sometime before Jie obtained any answer, 
and the reply, when made was unpropitíous. 

VOL. I. 19 
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*^ Pass 6n, whosoever thou arV ' was the answ^r 
given by a deep hoarse voice fróm within the hut, 
^^ and disturb not the ser vant of God and St. Dun- 
stan in his evening devotions." 

^ Worthy father," answered the knight, " here 
is a poor wanderer bewildered in these woods, who 
gives thee the opportunity of exercising your charíty 
and hospitality." 

" Good brother," replied the inhabitant of the ber- 
mitage, ^' it has píeased our Lady and St. Dunstan 
to destine me for the object o^ thojse virtues, instead 
of the exercises thereof. I have no provisions here 
ívhich evén a dog would share with me, and a horse 
pf s^ny tendemess of nature would despise my cpuch 
— »pass therefore on thy way, and God speed thec." . 

*' But how," replied the knight, *^ is it possible for 
me to find my way through such a wood as tliu,- 
when darkness is coming on? I pray you, reverend . 
father, asyou are a Christian, to undo your door, and 
at least point out to me my road.V ^ 

" Arid I pray you, good Christian brother," re- 

Ílied the ánchorite, ^^ to disturb me no more. You 
ave already interrupted one pattr^ two aipes^ and a 
credói which I, miserable sinner that I am, should ac- 
cording to my vow, have said before moonrise." 

" The road — ^the road!" vociferated the Knight, 
** if I am to expect no more from thee." 

*»The road replied. the hermit, "is easy to hit 
'The path from the wood lead s to a morass^and from 
thence to a ford, which, as the rains have abated, 
may now be passable. When thou hast crossed the 
ford, thou wilt take care of thy footing up the left 
bank, as it is somewhat precipitous; and the path, 
which hangs over the river, has lately, as I leam, 
(for I seldom leave the duties of my chapd,) given 
way in sundry places. Thou wilt then keep straight 
forward" — ^ 

" A broken path— ^ precipice-^a ford, ^nd a mo- 
ríiiss?" said the knight, interrupting him,— *• Sir Her- 
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^ mit, if you vrerc thc holiest that ever Wore beard or 
told bead, yoa shall searce prevail on me tohold this 
road to-díight, I teli thee, that thou, who livest by 
tlie charity of the counfry^ — ill deserved, as I doubt 
•it is— has no right to refuse shelter to tíie wayfarer 
when in dístress. Either open the door quickly, 
or by the rood, I will beat it dowxi and make entrv 
formysdf." 

**Friend wayfarer," replied the h^rmit, "benőt 
importunate; if thoa puttest me to use the camal 
weapoh in-mine own defence, itT^illbe e'en the worse 
for you." • 

At this moment a distant nőise of barking and 
growling, which the travellev had for somé tirae 
heard, became extremely loud and furioűs, and made 
the knight suppose that the hermit, alarmed by his 
threat of making forcible entry, had called tKe dogs 
who made this clamour to aid him in his defence, out 
of somé distant recess in which they had been ken- 
nelled. Incensed at this preparation on the hermit's 
part for making good his inhospitable purpose, the 
knight struckthe door so íuriously with his. foot, that 
posts as well as staples shook with violence. 

The anchorite, not caring again to* exppse his door 
to a similar shock, now cafied out aloud, ^^ Patience, 
patience — spare thy strength, good traveller, and I 
will presentíy undo the door, though, it may be, my 
doing so will be little to thy pleasure.'* 

The door accordingly was opened; and the her- 
mit, a large, strong-built man, in his sackcloth gown 
andhood, girt with a rope of rushea, stood.before 
the knight.' He had in one hand a lighted torch, or 
link, and in the other, a baton of crab-tree, so thick 
and heavy that it niight well be termed a club. 
Two large shaggy dogs, half grayhound half mastiiF, 
stood ready to rush upon the traveller so soon as the 
door shouíd be opened. .But when the torch glanced 
upon the armour of the knight who stood without, 
the hermit, alteríng probably his originál intentions 
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repressed the ragé of his auxiliaries, and changing 
hÍ8 tone to a sort of churlish courtesy, invited the 
knieht to enter his lodge, making excuse for his un- 
wiUmgness to open his lodge after sun-set, by alleg- 
ing the miiltitude of robbers and outlaws ívho ivere 
abroad, and who gave no honour to our Lady or St« 
DuDstan, nor to those holy men who spentlife in their 
service. . 

*^ The poverty of your celi, goodfather," said the 
knight looking around him, and seeing nothiug but 
a bed of leaves, a crucifix rudely carved in oak, a 
missal, with a rough-hewn table and two stools, antl 
one or two clumsy articles of fumiture— " the pover- 
ty of your cell, should seem a sufficient défence 
against any risk of thieves, not to mention the aid of 
two trusty dogs, large and strong enough, I think, to 
puli down a stag, and of course, to match with most 
men," 

** The good kceper of thfe forest,*' said the hermit, 
^^ hath allowed me the use of these animals^ to pro- 
tect my solitude until the times shall mend." 

Háving said this, he fixed his torch in a twisted 
branch of irón which ser ved for a candlestick; ajid 
piacing the oaken trivet befbre the embers of the fire, 
which he refresbed with somé dry wood, he placed 
a stool upon one side of the table, and beckoned to 
the knight to do the same upon the other. 

They sat down, and gazed with great gravity at 
each other; each thinking in his , heart that he had 
seldom seen a stronger or more athletic figure than 
was placed oppositeto him. 

•' Keverend hermit," said ^he knight, after look- 
ing long and fixedly at his hőst, *^ were it not to in- 
terrupt your devout meditations, I would pray to 
know three things of your holiness; first, where I 
am to puf my horse? — secondly, what I can have for 
suppcr? — thirdly, where I am to take up my couch 
for the night?'* 

" I will reply to yeu,'* said the hcrmit, with my 
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fioger, ít being against my rule to speak by words 
where signs can answer the pürpose.^' So saying, 
he painted successively to two comers of the hut. 
" your stablé," said he " is thcrc— your bed therc; 
and," reaching down a platter with two handfuk óf 
parched pease upon it from the neighhouring shelf, 
and piacing it upon thé table he added, " yoar sup* 
per i$ therc." 

The knight shrugged his shoulderö, and Icaving 
the hút, brought in his horse, (which in the interím 
he had ífastened to a tree,) unsaddled him with much 
attentton, and spread upon the steed's weary back his 
own mantle. 

The hermit was apparei^tly somewhat movcd to 
compassion by the lanxiety as well as address which 
the stranger displayed in tendihg his horse; for, < 
mutteriog sbmething about provender left for the 
kéeper's palfrey, he d^gged out of a, recess a bundle 
of forage, which he spread before the knight's 
charger and immediately afterwards shook down a 
qua&tity of dried fern in the comer which he had as- 
signed for the rider's couch. The knight re turnéd 
hiai thanks for his courtesy; and this duty done, 
hoth resumed theirseats by the table, whereon stood 
the trencher of peas placed between them. The 
hermit, aftef a long grace, which had one been La- 
tin, but of which originál lánguage few traces ne- 
mained, excepting here and there the long rolling 
termination of somé word or phrase, set example to 
his guest, by modestly putting intő a very large 
mouth fumishéd with teeth which might have rank- 
ed with those of a boar both in sharpness and white* 
ness, somé three or four dried peas,— a miserabie 
grist as it seemed for so large and able" a milL 

The knight, in'^order to foliow so laudible an ez* 
ample, laid aside his helmet, his corslet,,and the 
greater part of his armour, and showed to the her- 
mit a head thick^curled with yellow hair, high fea- 
tur^Sy blue eyes, reniarkably bright and sparkling, a 
19* 
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mouth well förmed, having an upper lip clothed with 
musuchios darkpr than his h|iir, and bearing -alto* 
gether.the loak of a bold, daring, and enterprísing 
man, with which his strong form well corresponded* 
The hermit, as if wishing to answer to the confi- 
dence of his guest, threw back his cowl, and show- 
ed a round bullet-head belobging to a man in the 
prime of life. His close-shaven crown, surrounded 
by a circle of stifF curled black hair, had something 
the appearance oí a parish pinfold begirt by its high 
^ hedge. The featurcs expressed nothingofmonastic 
austerity, or of ascetic pri%'ations; on the contrary, 
it was a bold bluff countenance, with broad black 
eye-brow8, a well turnéd forehead^ and cheeks as 
round and vermilion as those of a trumpeter, from 
'which descended a long and curly black beard. Such 
a visage, joined to the brawny form of the holy man, 
% spoke rather of siriotns and haunches, than of peas 
and pulse. This incongruity did not escape the 
' guest. After he had with great difficulty accom- 
plished the mastífication of a mouthful of the dríed 
peas, he found it absolutely necessary to request his. 
pious entertainer to fumish hím with somé li^uor; 
who replied to his request by piacing before him a 
large can of the purest water from the fountain. 

" It is from the well of St. Dunstan," said be, ** in 
which, betwixt suo and sun, he baptized (ive hun- 
dred beatben Danes and Britons— -blessed be his 
name!" And applying his black beard to the pitcfa- 
er, he took a draught much more moderate in quaa- 
tit^ than his encomiums seemed to warrant^ 

*' It seems to mc, reverend father," said the 
knight, " that the small inorsels which you eat, to- 
gether with this holy^ büt somewhat tbin beverage, 
have thriven with you marvellously. You appear a 
man more fit t<vwin the ram ata wrestling match, or 
the nn']g; at a bout at quarter-staff^ or the búcklers at 
a sword-play, than to linger out your time in this d^ 
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solate wildemess, saying masses andli ving upon parch- 
ed pease and cold water." 

' " Sír Knight," answered the hermit," yourthoughta 
If ke thoBc of the tgnorant laity? nre according to the 
Űesh. It has pleased our Lady and roy patron saint 
to bless the pittance to which I restrain myself» evén 
as the pulse and water was blessed to the children 
Shadrack, Mesheck, and Abednego, who drmk the 
same rather than deíile themselves with the wine and 
meats which were appointed thém by the Kíng of the 
Saracens/' 

" Holy farther," said the knight^ " upon whose 
countenance it hath pleased Heaven to work such 
a miracle, permit a sinfal layman to crave thy 
aame?" ^ 

*'ThQu may'st call me," answeted the hennit 
";the clerk of Copmanhufst, for so am I termed ín 
tbese parts — They add, it is true, the építhet holy, 
but I stand not upon that, as being unworthy of such 
additlon* — And now, valiant knight, may I pray ye 
fór the name of my honourable guest?', 

"Truly," said the- knight, "Holy Clerk ofCop- 
manhurst, men call^me in thcse parts the Black 
Knight,— many, í*ir, add to it the epither of Slug- 
gerd, whereby I am no way ambitious to be dfstin- 
guished." 

The hermit could scarcely forbear from smiling at 
his guest's reply. 

" I sce," said he, " Sir Sluggish Knight, that thou 
art a man of prudence and of counsel; and moreover, 
I see that my poor monastic Jare likes thee not, accus- 
. tomed, perhaps, as thou hast been, to the license of 
courts and öf camps, and the luxuries of cities; and 
now I bethink me,'Sir Sluggard, that when the charita- ' 
ble keeper of this forest-walk lef tthese dogs,for my pro- 
tection, and alsó those bundlesof forage, he left me al- 
só somé food, which, being unfit for my use, the very 
recollection of it had escaped me amid noy weighty 
meditatíons." 
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«' I dare be swornjke didso," said the knight, ^^[I 
was. convinced that there was better foocl in the 
cell, Holy Clerk, únce you first döfted yoar cowl.*^ 
Yourkeeper is ever a jovial feUow; aiid aone who 
beheld thy grinders contending with theae peas,«nd 
thy throat flooded with this ungenisrt elemcnt^ could 
aee thee doomed to such horse-provender and horse- 
beverage," (poipting to the provi^ionfl upon the 
table.) ^^ and refram from mending thy cheer*—- Let 
US sec the keeper's bounty therefore without de- 
lay.'' 

The hermit cast a wistful look upon the knijght, in 
which there was a sort pf comic expreasion ofheftita* 
tion, as if uncertain how far be should act prudeatly 
in trusting his guest. There was, however as much of 
hold frankness ín the knight's countenance as was pos- 
sible to be expressed by fieatures. His smile, too had 
spmething in i% irresistibly comic, and gave anassu- 
vance offaith and loyaity, with which his hőst could 
not refraínfrom sympathizíng. 

After exchanging a mute glancé or two, the her- 
mjit wentto/the further side of the hut, and. opeaed 
a hatch,, which was concealed with greatcare and 
somé ingenuity^ Out of the recesses of a dark clo«< 
set, intoivhich this aperture gave admittance, he 
brought á large pasty, baked in a pewter platter of 
unusual dimensíons. This migbty dish he placied be- 
fore his gucst, who, using his poinard to cut it open, 
lost no time in making himself ac^uainted with its 
contents. 

^^How long is it since the good keeper has been 
here?" said the knight to his hőst, after háving swal- 
lowed several hasty morsels of this reinfbrcement 
of the hermit's good cheer. 

^^ About. two months," answered the íather has- 
tily. ' * 

** By the true Lord," answered the knight, ** every 
thing in your hermitage is Uiiraculbus, Boly Clerk^ 
for I wouldhave been sworn that the fat buck whi^h 
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furnished tlás veeison had been running on foot widi- 
in the wcek." 

The hermit was somewhat discountenanced by thU 
observation; and, moi%over, he made bat a poor fi- 
gure while gazing on the diminution of the pasty, on 
which hÍ8 guest was making desperate inroad»; a 
warfare in wfaich his previous professions of absti- 
nence kft hím no ,pretext for joining* 

^^ I have been in Palestine, Sir Clerk," said the 
knighc, stoppiog shoit of a sudden, *^ and I bethink 
me it is a custom there that every hőst who enter- 
tains a gturat shall assure bim of the wholesomeness 
of his food hy partaking of italong with htm. Far 
be it from me to suspect so holy a man of aught in- 
hoapitable; líeverCheless I wiU be highly bourid to you 
would yo^ comply with this eastem cuscom."* 

^ To ease ypur unnecessary scruples, Sir Knight, 
I will for once depart from my riile," repUed the her- 
mit. And as there were no forks in these days his 
clutches were instantly in the bowels of the pasty. 

The ice of ceremony being once broken, it seemed 
Buűtterof rivalry between the guest and the entertain- 
er which ^houíd display the best appetite; and ai- 
though the former had probably fasted longer, yet the 
hermit fairly surpassed him. 

* ^* Holy Qerk," said the knight, when his hunger 
was appeased, ^^ I would gage my good horse yonder 
against a zecchin, that that same honest keeper to 
whom we are obüged for the venison has left thee a 
stoup of wine, or a runlet of canary , or somé duch trlfle, 
by way c^all v to this noble pásty. This would be a cir- 
cumstance, doubtless, totally unworthy to dwell in the 
memory of so rigid an anchoriie; yet, I think, were 
you to search yonder ci^pt once more, you would 
fiad that I am right in my conjecture/' 

The hermit oi^^y replied by a grin; and, returning 
to the hütch, he produced a leathren bottle, which 
xnight contain about four quarta. He ^Iso brought 
forth two large drinking cups, made out of the hom 
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of ihe untf , and hpoped with ^ilver. Having made 
this goodly provisíon for washing down the aupper, 
he seemed.tothinkno further ceremoniúus scru^e 
necessary on his part; but filUng both cups, and sajr- 
ing in the Saxon fashiop, ^^ Waes kael^ Sir Slüggidh 
Knight!" ;h€ emptied \úk own at a draught*. 

" DrinA haell Holy aerk oi Copmanhurs V an- 
swere^ the warrior^ and did his hpstreason in a simi- 
lar brimmer. 

^ Holy Clerk," said the stranger^ after the first cop 

was thu8 swaliowed^ I can not but marvel diat a 

man possessed of such^thews and sinews as thme, and 

who therewithal shows the talenta of so goodly á 

trencher-man, should think of abiding i^ himself in 

' this wildeAiess. In my judgment you are ^tter to 

keep a castle or a fórt, eating of the fatand drioking 

of the strong, than to live here upon pnlse and water, 

. pr evén upon t;he charity of the keeeperé At least, 

were I as thou, I should £nd myself both disport 

and pknty out of the king's deer. There is maay a ' 

goodly herd in these forests, and a buck will never 

. be missed that goes to the use of Saint Dustan's 

chaplain." 

*< Sir Sluggbh Knight," rcplied the Clerk, " these 
are dangorous . words, and I pra^ you to forbear 
them. i am true liermit to the king and law, and 
were I to spoil my lieg^'s game, 1 should be sure 
of the prison, and, an my goj^n saved me not, were 
in somé . peril of hanging." 

" Nevertheless, were I as thou," said the knight 
. '' I would take my ^walk by moonlight, when forest- 
ers and keepers are warm in bed, and ever and anon, 
— as I pattered my prayers,*— I would let fly a shaft 
among the herds o{ dun deer that feedjn the glades-^ 
Resolve me Holy Clerk, hast thou never practised 
«uch a pastimef " 

" Friend Sluggard," answered the hermit, " thou 

hast seen all that can toncern thee of my hoüsekeep* 

, ing, and somethiog more than he déserves who takes 
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up hts quarters by violence. Credit me, it is béttér 
to epjoy tbe good which God sends thée, than to be 
impertiaenüy- curious how it con^es. Fill ^y cup 
and velcome; and do not, I pray thee, by further im- 
pertinent inquiries, putme to showthat thou eouldst 
hardly liáyí made gpod tl^lodginghadl beenearn- 
est to oppose Üiee.'^ 

^ By my faltfa," said tbc knight, ^< Ihou makest me 
more curious than ever! Thou art the most myste" 
ríoua hermit I ever met; and I will knoWmore őt tlwe 
ere we part. As for thy. threats, know, boly man, 
thou speakest to one whose trade it is to find oot 
danger wherever it is to be met wtth.!' - 

'« Sir Sluggish Knight, I drink to thee," sűd tbe 
hermitf>^ respecting tby valour much, but deeming 
wondrous sligbtly o£ thy discretion. If thou wilt" 
take eqtud arms ívtth me, I will give thee, in ail 
friendship and brotherly lőve, such sufficing penance 
and compAete abebluticxi, that thou shalt nor ior the 
next twelve months sin the sin of excess of curi* 
osity." 

. The knight pledged him, and desired him toname 
his weapons. 

/* There is nőne," replied the hermit, ** from the 
scissars of Daliahand the.tenpenny nailof Jael, to 
the scymitar of Goliath, at which I am not a match 
fpr thee — ^^But, if I am to make the election, what 
say'st thou, good friend, to these trinkets?". 

Thus speaking, he opened aiiother hutch, and took 
out from it a couple of broad-swords and bucklers, 
such as were used by the yeomanry of the period. 
The knight, who watched his motions, observed that 
this second place of con9ealment was furnished with 
two or three good long bqws, a cross>bow, ^ bundte 
of bolts for the ibrmer, and half-a-dozen sheaves őf 
arrows for the latten A harp, and other mattéra of 
a very uncanonical appearance, were alsó visible when 
this dark recess was opened. 

" I promise thee, brother Clerk," said he, " I will 
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ask thé no more ofEensive questíons. The contents 
of that cupboard are an answer to all my inquiries; 
and I see a wea)>on tfaere (here he stx>oped and toök 
out tbe harp) on which I would^ more gladly prove 
my skill with thee, than at the sword and bucklan" 
^ I hope. Sir Knight," said the hermit, ^ thou bast 

fiv^ no gbod reason for thy sirname of the Sluggard. 
dopromiae thee I suspectthee grievously. Ne ver* 
theless; thou art my suest, and I will not put thy 
manhood to the proof without thine owú free will. 
Sít thee down, then^ an íill thy cup; let us drink, 
sing^and be merry! If thou knowest evera good lay^ 
thou shalt be welcome to a nook of pasty at Copman- 
hurst.sö long as I sérve the chapel of St. Dunstan, 
which, pleased God, shall be till I change my gray co- 
vering for one of greenturf.— ^But come^fiU a flagon, 
for it will crave somé time to tune the harp; and 
naught pitchea the voice and sharpens the ear liké a 
stoup of wine. For my part, I lőve to feel the grape 
at my very finger ends before they make tbe harp- 
$tríngs tinkle;" 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

At eve, within yon studíous nook, 
I ope my brass-embossed bookj 
Poürtray'd wíth many a holy deed 
Of martyra crown'd with heavenly meed; 
Then, a9 my taper wasés dim, 

Gbaiit, ere laleepytny measored hynfkn* • 

♦ ♦ • • • * 41 ♦ 

Wbo biit woüld cast hit poqfip aoi^i^,. . . 

. To take my staíFand amice gi»jr, . 
- And to tiie world's tiimultuoas $ta^» 
Frefer tbe peaceful U^h^kztasjl 

\ y , Wáwtov. 

NoTwiTHsTANDiNG thc prc&criptionof Uie^eúial 
hermit, with whkh his guest willingly co»npUed, he 
found it no easy tnatter to bring the harptö harmony^ 

" Melhinks,hblyfather,"said he, " the instrument 
wants one string, and the rest have been somewhat 
misused." 

" Ay, mark'stthouthat?"repliedthehertnit;"that 
shows thee amastér of the craft. Wineand wassel." 
he added gravely, casting uphis eyet— " all the fault 
of wine and wassel! I told Allan-a-Dale, the norihern 
mínstrel, that he would damage theharpif he touch- 
ed it aftcr the seventh cup, but he would not be con« 
trolled — Friend, I drínk to thy st^ccessful perform- 
ance." 

So saying, he topk off his cup with much gravity, 
at the saihetime shaking hisheadattheintemperance 
of the northern mins^rel. 

The knight in the meántime, had 4)rought,thc 
strings intő somé order, and after a short prclude, 
asked his hőst whetl^er he would choose a strvente iiv 
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tfae language of oe^ or a lai in tfae Ismguage of oui^ or 
a virelai^ or a báliad in the vulgar English. 

<^ A báliad, bdlad," said the hermit, <* against 
aU úie 0C8 and ouis of Francé. Pownríght English 
am I, Sir Knight, and downright English was my 
I^atron St. Dunstan, and scomed oc and oui Ss he 
wouldhave scorned the parings ofthe déviPs hoof 
—-downright English álone shall be sung in this 
ccll." 

^^ I willassay then/' said the Lnight, ^< a báliad com- 
posed by a Saxoo gleenttta^ whom I knew in Holy 
tand." 

It speedily appeared, tbat if the^knight vvias not a 
complete master dí the minatrel art, kis taste for it 
had a least been ctdtiirated under Óie best i&struc- 
tors. Art had Uug^t him to sóften the faults of a . 
Voice which had little coinpass, and was naturally 
rou^h, rather than mellow, and, in short, had done 
all that art can do in supplying natnrál deficiencies, 
'Hisperformance, dierefore, might have been tenned 
very respectable by áblcr judges than the hermit^ 
especialfy as the knight threw mto the notes now a 
degree of spint, and now of plantive enthustasm, 
which gave force and energy to the verses wfatch he 
sung. . 

TH£ CRUSADER'S BETURN. 
1 
Higb deeds achievedof knightly fame, 
From Palesüne the champion came; 
The cross upon his sbouklers bom, 
Battle and bhsta had dimm'd and tom. 
Bach dint upon-his batter'd shield 
Was tokea of a Ibughten field; 
And thusbeneath hís bidy's bower« 
He sung, as feli the twlligbt houn 

.2 
<' Joy to tbe fair!-- >thy knigbt beboldt 
Retnm'd froni yonder land of gold; 
Ko Weahh he brings^ nor wealth can iieed» 
Sftye hisgood anu imd battle atced; 



Hi8 spursi to dash tgainsta foe» 
His Unce Mid sword to lay bim Ipw; 
Sucfa a)I the trophíes of his toiI» 
Such— -and the hope of Zekla's smile! 

3 
<<Joytothefidr! whose constant knight 
Her favour £red to feats of might; 
XJnnoted shall she not remun 
Where meet tÜe bríght and noble train; 
Minstrel shall sing and herald teli— 
* Mark yonder maid of beauty we1I» 
'Tts sbe for "whose bHgfat eyes WM won ? 
The üsted fíeld fit Asealon! 

4 
« • Note wcll her smilei-^it edged tbc bladc 
Which fifty wives to widow's inad«, 
'WheD,T«n bSs strength and^lMahoond's ipellj 
Iconium's turban'd soklan feli. 
See'st tbou heff loeks» ¥Phoaé sunny glow 
Half showSj hali shades, her neck of snoir i 
Twlnes not of them one golden tfaread, 
But for Its sake fi Paynim bled.' 

5 
* ^Joytothe fairl-^my name unknown» 
Bach deed, and all íts praise, thine own; 
Then, oh! unbar this churlish gate, 
The night-dew Iklls, the hour is laté. 
Inured to Syria's glowing breath, 
I feel the ndrth breeze chili as death: 
Let gfateful lőve quell maidén shame, ^ 
Andgrant him blias wbo bringa thee iámé.'' 

During thia pcrfonnance, the bemiit demetaned 
himself much liké a first rate critic of the presept 
day at a new opera. He redined back upon his seat, 
with his eyes half shut; now fblding his hands and 
twisting his thumbs, he seemed absorbed in atten* 
tion, and anon, balanping his expanded palpas, he 
gently fiourished thera in time to the music. At 
one or two favourite cadences, he threw in a little 
assistance of his own^ where the knight's voice 



224 IVAKHOE 

seemed unabk to carty the air so high as his wor- 
shipful taste approved, When the song was ended, 
the anchorite emphatically declarCd it s^ good one, 
and well sung. 

"And,.yet," said ly, "Ithinkmy Saxon coun- 
tryman had herded long enough with the Normans,"* 
to fali intő the tone of their melancholy ditties. 
What took the honest knight from homef or what 
could he expect but to £nd his mistresa agreeably 
engaged with a rival on his return and his serenade, 
as they call it, as little regarded as the caterwauling 
ofacatin the gutter! Nevertheless, Sir Knight^ I 
drink this cup to thee, to the success of all true lovers 
T— I fear you are nőne," he added, on observing that 
the knight ( whose brain began to be heated with these 
^ repeated draughts,) qnaiified hifi flagoii from the 
" water pitchen 

" Why," said the knight, *« did you not teli me that 
this water was from ihe well of your blessed patron, 
St. Dunstsii?" , 

** Ay, truly," said^ the hermit, " and many a hun- 
dred of pagans did he baptíze there, but I never 
heard that«he drank any of it. Every thing shoüld 
be put to its proper usc in this workl. St. Dunstan 
knew, as wellas anv one^ the prerogatives of a jovial 
friar." . - 

And sosaying^he reached the harp, and entertain- 
ed his guest withihe foUowing characteristic song^to 
a sort of derry-down chorus, appropriate to an old 
English ditty.* 



♦It roay be proper to remind the rfeader, that the cl»orus of 
"derry down'*is supposed to be ás ancient, not only as the times 
of the Heptáfchy, but astliose of the Druids, andto have ftirnish- 
ed the chorus to the hymns of these venerable persons when Ihey 
went to the wood to gatber raisseltoe. ^ 
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THB BAREFOOTED FRIAB. 

1. 
rtl gívc tbee good fcllow, a twelremoath or twain, 
Ta sesrch Europe througbi from Bjrztntiatn to Sptitte 
Bttt ne'er abaU you find» should you seaiGh till you tíré, 
So hftppy » nun m the BarefooUd Pnar. 

2. 
Your knight for kis lady pricks forth in carecr, 
Aod is brought bome at evén song príck'd through wlth a spearf 
I confess him in haste-^or his lady desires 
No comfort on earth savé the Barefooted Friar's. 

3. 
Tour monarch?*-Pshaw! many a prínce has been known 
To barter his robes for our cowl and our gown, 
Bnt which of use'er felt the idle desire 
To exchangefbr a crown the gray hood of a Frlar! 

4. 
The Friar has wa1k*d out, and wbere'er he has gone, 
The land and its fiitness is mark'd for his ovn; 
He can roam wfaere he lists, he can stop where he tire8> 
For evezy nan^a house is the Barefooted Friar's. 

He's ezpected at noon, and no wight till he comes 
May profáné the great ohair or the porrídge uf plums; 
For the best of the cheer, and the seat by the fire» 
Is the undenied right of the Barefooted Friar. 

6. 
He'sexpected at night» and the pasty's made hot« 
They broaeh the brownale and they fiit the blaek pot. 
And the good-v^-ife woitld wísh the good man in the nüre^ 
Ere he lack'd a soft píOow, the Barefooted Friar. 

7. 
Long flourbh the iudal, tke coid and the cope^ 
The dread of the devU and tmst of the Popé. 
For to gather life's roses, unsheathed by the bmr« 
Is giüanted alone to the Barefooted Friarl 
20* 
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" By my troth," saíd the the knight, " thou hast 
sung well and lustily, and in hígh praiseof thine order. 
And, talking of the devil, Holy Clerk, are you not 
afraid that he may pay you a visit during sonne of 
your uncanonícal pastimes?" • 

" I uncanonícal!'' answercd the JieVmit; *' I scom 
the charge— I scorn it with my -tíeels.— I serve fhe 
duty of my chapel duly and trirfy— Two masses daily, 
moming and e veníng, prímes, noons, and vespera,av^^, 
credos^ paters*'*-^^ 

^^ Excepting moon-light nights, wben the]vension is 
in season," said his guest. 

^^ Exceptis excipiendes^'^ replied the h'ermit^ *Vas 
our old abbot taught me to say when impertinent láy- 
men should ask me if I kept every punctilio of my 
órden" 

^ " True, holy íather," said the knight| <* but the 
devil is apt to keep an eye on such exceptions; he 
goes about, thou knowest, liké a roaring Íjon." 

" Let him roar here if he dáres," said the Triar; 
*' a torch of my cord will make him roar as loud as 
the tongs of St* Dunstan himself did* I never feared 
man, and I as little fear the devil and his imps*— 
Saint Dunstan, Saint Dubric, Saint Winibald, Saint 
.Winifred, Saint Swibert, Saint Willick, not forgét- 
ing Saint Thomas-a-Kent, and my own poor meríts 
to speed, I defy every devil of them, come cut and 
lóng tail. — But to let you intő a gecret, I never speak 
upon such subjects, my friend, until after mornitig 
vespers." 

He changed the conversation; fást and furious 
grew the mirth of the parties, and many a song was 
exchanged betwixt them, when their revels werc in- 
terrupted by aloud knocking at the door of the her- 
mitage. 

The occasion of this interruption we can ónly ex- 
plain by resuming the adventurcs of andther set of 
our characters, for liké old Ariosto, we do not pique 
ourselves upon continuing uniformly to keep company 
tvi^ any oae personage of qmx dráma. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Awfty! our joarney lieptfarough deli ftnd dingle^ 
Where thé blythe hym trips by íts tímld mother* 
Where the broad oak, with interceptíng boughs^ 
, Chequers the sun>beain ih the green-sward alley-^ 
Up and aWay! — for lovely paths,are these 
To tread, when the glad Sun is on his throne: 
Less pleaaant and Jess safe when Cynthia's lamp 
With doubtful glimmer ligbta the dreary forest. 

Etirick Forett^ 

When Cedríc the Saxon saw his son drop sense- 
less down in the lists at Ashby, his first ímpulsé was 
to order him iöto the custody and care of his own at- 
tendants but the words choaked in his throat. He 
could not bring hiniself to acknowledge, in presence 
of such an assembly^ the son whom he had renouncé4 
and disinherited. He ordered, however, Oswald to 
keep an eye upon him; and directed that. officer^ 
with two of his serfs, to convey Ivanhoe to Ashby 
so soon as the crowd was dispersed. Oswald, how- 
ever, was anticipated in this good office. The crowd 
dispcrsed indeed, but the knight was no where to ba 
seen, 

It was in vain that Cedric's cup-bearer looked 
around for his young master-^he sa\*^ thé bloody spot 
ön which he had lately sunk down, but hiniself he 
saw no longer; it seemed as if the fairies had coa* 
veyed him frotn the spot, Ferhaps Oswald '(for the 
Saxons were very superstitious) might have adopted 
8ome such hypothesis, to accouAt for Ivanhoe's dis- 
appearance, had he not suddenly cast his eye upon a 
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person attired lile a squíre, in whom he recognised 
the features of his fellow servant Gurth. Anxious 
conceming his master^s fate, and in despair at his 
Budden disappearance, the b'anslated swine-herd was 
searching for hím every where, and had neglected in 
doing so the concealment on which his own safety 
depended* Oswald deemed it his duty to secure 
Gurth, as a fugitive of whose fate his master wa» to 
judge. 

Renewing his imquiries conceming the fáCe of 
Ivanhoé, the only information which the cup-bearer 
could coHectfrom the by-standers was, tharthe Inight 
had bcen raiscd with care by certain well attired 
grooms, and placed in a litter belonging to a lady 
among the spectators, which had immediately trans- 
ported him out ihe press. Oswald, on receiving 
thia intelligeiice, resolved to return to his master for 
farther instructions, carrying along with him Gur^h, 
whom he considereid in somé sort as a deéerter from 
the service of Gedric. 

The Saxon had been under very intense and ago- 
m2Íng apprehen&ions coneerning his son^ for Nature 
6ad assertéd her rights^ in spite of the patrotic sto- 
icism which laboured to disown hen But no sooner 
was he informed that Ivanhoe was in careful, and 
probábly iH friendly hands, than the patemal anxiety 
which had been excited by the dubiety of his fate 
gave way anew to the feeling of injured pride and 
resentment at what he termed Wilfred's nlial diso- 
bedience* " Let him wander his way," said he—" let 
those leech his wounds for whose sake he encoun- 
tered them. He is fittef to do the juggling tricks of 
iht Norman chivalry than to maintain the fame and 
lM)nour of his English ancestry with the glaive and 
brown-bill, the good old weapons of his country." 

<^ If to maintain the honour of ancestry,'^ said 
It)Owém(,-wfaö was present, " it is sufficient to be wise 
in couneil and brave in execution'— to be holdest 
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amotig the bold, and getitlest among the gende, I 
know no volce, savé hÍ8 fathcr's— • 

** Be silent, Lady Rowena! — on this subject only I 
hcar you not. Prepare yöursclf for the Prince's tes- 
tival: we háve been summoned thither with unwont- 
ed tircumstance of honour and of courtesy, such as 
the haughty Normans have rarely used to our race 
since the fatál day of^^Hastings. Thither will I go, 
were it only fo show these proud Noimans how 
little the fate of a son, who could defeattheír braveát, 
can aSect a Saxon.*' 

"Thither^" said Rowena, " do I not go; and I 
pray you to beware, lest what you mean for courage 
aiid coBstancy shall be accounted hardness of heart." 
' ** Remain at home. then ungrateful lady/' answer- 
cd Ccdricj "thine is^he hard heart, which can.sa- 
crifice the weal of an oppressed people to an ídle 
and unauthorised attachment, I seek the noble 
Athelstane, and withhim attend the banquet of John 
of Anjou." 

He went accordingly to the banauet, hí which we 
have already mentioned the principal events. Im- 
in ediately upon retiring from. the castle, the Saxon 
thanes, wVth their.attendants, took ho];^e; and it was 
during the busde whfch attended their doing so, tbat 
Cedric, for^ the first time, cast his eyes upon the de- 
serter Gurth. The noble Saxon had returned from 
the banquet, as we have seen, in no very piacid hu- 
mour, and wantedbut a pretext for wreaking his an- 
ger upon somé one. "Th^ gyvcs!" he said, **the 
gy vcs!— Os wald — Hundibertl-^Dogs and vUlians!-« 
,why leave yc the knave unfetteredí" 

Without'daring to remonstrate, the companións of 
Gurth bound him with a balter, as the readiest cord 
which occurred. He submitted to the operation wi th- 
out remonstrance, except that darting a reproachfuL 
look at his master, he said. ^^ This comes of loving 
your flesh and blood bettcr than mine own." 

»«To horse, and forward!"said Cedric* 
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«' It is indecd fuU time," said the noble Athei- 
stane; "forífwe ride not íhe faster, the worthy 
Abbot Waltheoff^s preparations for a rere<*8upper* 
will be altogether spoíled. 

The travellers, however used such speed as tx^ 
reach the convent of St. Withold';i beiore the ap- 
prehended evil took place. The Abbot, himseU of 
ancient Saxon descent, received the noble Saxons 
wich the profuse and exuberant hospitalityof their 
natiooi wnereín they indulged to a laté, or ráther an 
early hour; nor dia they take leavé of their reve- 
rend hőst the next moming uatil they had shared 
with him a sumptuous refection* 

As the cavalcade left the court of the n^onastery^ 
an incident happened somewhat alamiing to the Sax- 
ons, who, of all people of Europe, were most addict* 
ed to a superstitious observance oí omens, and to 
whose opinions can be traced OEiost of thosis noúooa 
upon^ such subj£cts, still to be found among our po* 
pular antiquities. For the Normans being a mixed 
race, and better informed according to the inlbrma- 
tion of the times, had lost most of the superstitious 
prejudices which their ancestors had brought £rom 
Scandinavia, and piqued themselvea uppn thinking 
freely upon such toptcs. 

In the present instance, the apprehension of im- 
pending evil was inspired by no less respectable a 
prophet than a large lean black dogv which, sitting 
upright, howled most ptteously as the ioremost riders 
left the gate^ and presently afterwards, barking wild* 
ly,. and jumping to and fro, seetned bent upon 9t^ 
taching itself to the party. 

*' I like"notthatmusic,father Cedric,'' said Athel- 
stane; for by this title of respect he was accustomed 
to addresshim. 



* A rere-supper was a night-meal, and sometímes signiíied a 
a>lUtion» wbicli was givcn at » laté hciír, after the regular aupper. 
bad mni^ its appcannoc* ' U T. 
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« Nor I neither, uncle," said Wamba; ** I greatly 
fear vre shall have to pay thc piper.'* 

^ In my mind," said Athelstane, upon whose me* 
xnory the Abbot's good ale, (for Burton was already 
famoiis for that genial liquor,) had made a favourable 
impres^ion/^ in my mind we hadbetterturu back, and 
abide with the Abbot until aiternoon — it is un- 
lucky to travel where your patH is crossed by a monk, 
a hare, or a howliiig dog, until you have eaten your 
next meal." 

" Away!" said Cedric, impatiently; " the day is al* 
rcady f oo short for our journey. For the dog, I know 
it to be a cur of the runaway slave Gurth, a useless 
-fugitive liké its master.'^ 

So saying, and rising at jdie same time in his sti»- 
rups, ioípatient at the interruption of hisjoumey, he 
launched his javelin at poor Fangs — for Fangs it was,' 
who, having traced his master thtrs far upon his stólen 
expedition, had here lost hitn, and was now in his un- 
couth way rejoicing at his re-appearance, The javelin 
Inflicted a wound upon the animal's shoulder, and nar- 
rowly missed pinnlng him to the earth; and Fangs 
íled howling, from the prescncc of the enraged fhane. 
Gurth's heartswellcdwithinhim, for he felt this mc- 
ditated slaughter of his faithful adherent in a degree 
much deeper than the harsh treatment he had himself 
received* Havingin vain attempted to raise his hand 
to his eyes, he said to Wamba, who, seeing his mas- 
ter's ill humour, had prudently retreated to the rear, 
*• I pray thee^ do me the kihdness to-wipe my eyes 
with the skirt of thy mantle; the dúst offends me, and 
these bonds will not let me help myself one way or 
other." ^ " 

'Wamba did him the service he required, imd they 
rode side by sidé for somé time, during which Gurth 
maíntained a moody silence. Át length he coukl re- 
press his feelings na lon^er. 

^> Friend Wamba," said he, >^ of all those who arc 
fools enough to sérve Cednc,thou alonehástdexteri^ 
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enough to make thy folly acceptable to him* Goto 
hím, thereíbre, and teli hím that neither for lőve nor 
fear will Gurth sérve him longer. He may strike the 
head from me — he may scourge me — ^heniay loadme 
with irons — but henceforthhe shall nevercompel me 
eitber to lőve or to obey him. Go to him thcD, and 
teli him that Gurth the sonof BeowolfrenoüQceshis 
service.*' 

" Assuredly," said Wamba, " foolas I am« I shall 
not do your fooPs errand. Cedric hath another 
javelin stuck i»to his girdle, and thou knowest he 
does not always miss his mark." 

'* I care not," replied Gurth, " how soon he makes 
. a mark of me. Ycsterday he left Wilfred, my young 
master, in his blood. To-day he was striven to kiU 
before my face the bnly other li ving creature that e ver 
showed me kindness. By St: Edmond, St. Dunstan, 
St. Withold, St. Edward,\.the confessor, and every 
other Saxon Saint in the calendar, (for Cedric never 
swore by anythat was hot of Saxon lineage, and 
all his hou|éhold had the somé limited devotion,) I 
will never forgi ve him»" 

. ** To my thinking now," said the Jester, who was 
frequently wont to act as peace-ma]ker in the family, 
*< our master did not propose to húrt Fangs, but only 
to aíFright him. For, if you observed, he rpse in his 
stirrups, as thereby meaning to over-cast the mark; 
and sp he would have done, but Fangsjiappening to 
bound up at thé very moment, received a scratch, 
which I will be bound ta heal with a penny's breadtb 
oftar." 

*^ If I thought so," said Gurth—" If I couldbut 
think so — but no— I saw the javelin was well aimed 
-—I heard it whizz tbroughthe air with all the wrath* 
ful malevolence of him who cast it, and it quivered 
after it had pitehed in the ground, as if with regret 
for having missed its mark. By the hog dear to St^ 
Anthony I renounce Him!" 

And the indignant swine-herd resumed his sulién 
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silence, which no efforts of the Jester could agsúa 
induce hím to break. 

Meanwhile Cedric and Atbehtane; the leadera of ^ 
the troop, coversed together on tlie state of the land, 
cm the dissensions of the royal fa mily, on the feuds 
and qaarrels among the Norman nobles, and on the 
ehance which there was that the oppressed Saxons 
might be able to free themselves from the yoke of 
the Normans, oi' at least to elevate themselves intő 
consequenee and independence, during the civil con* 
vulsions which were likely to ensue. On this sub- 
ject Cedric was all animation. The restoration of 
che independence of his race was the idol of his 
heart, to which he had willingly sacriíiced domestic 
happiness, and the interests of his cwn son. But, in 
order to achieve this great revolution in favour of 
the native English, it was necessary they should be 
united aniong themselves, and act under anacknow- 
ledged bead. The necessity of choosing their chief 
from the Sason blood-royal was not only evident in 
itself, but had been made a solemn condition by those 
whom Cedric had entrusted with his secret plans and 
hopes. Athelstane had this quality at least; and 
though he had few mentái accomplishments or talents 
to recommend him as a leader, he had still a goodly 
person, was no coward, had been acdustomed to mar- 
tial exercises, and áeemed willing to defer to the 
advice of counsellors more wi&e than himself. Above 
all, he was known to be liberal and hospitable, and 
believed to be good-natured. But whatever preten- 
sions Athelstane had to be considered as head of the 
Saxon coofederacy, many of that nation were dia - 
posed to prefer to his the tille of the Lady Rowena, 
who drew her descent from Alfréd, and whose father ^ 
had been a .chief renowned for wisdom, courage, and 
g^nerosity, whose memory was highly honoured by 
his oppressed countrymen. 

It would have been no difficult thing for Cedric, 
had he been so disposed, to have placed bimself at 

VOL. I. 21 
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th^ hea4 of a third paity, as formicfadJe at . least as 
any of the others. To counterbalance their royal 
déaceot, he had courage,ac€ivity, energy, and, above 
all^ thai devoted attachment $o the cause which had 
procured him the epithet of Th£ Saxon, and nís 
birth was inleríor to nőne, excepting oniy tbat of 
Athelstane and bis wanL These qualities, however^ 
were unalloyed by the sUghtest fihade of selfishness; 
and, inatead of dividing yet iarther his weakened 
nation, by forming a faction of his own, it was a 
leading part of Cedric's plán to extingüish that which 
akeady ezisted, by promoting a marríage betwíxt 
I^owena.and AtheUtane. An obstacle ocjcurped to 
this his favourite project, in the mutual attachment 
of his ward and hisson^ and hence the originál cause ^ 
of the bankhment of Wilfred from the house of his 
father. 

This stem measure Cedric had adopted,. in h<^es 
that, during Wtlfred^s absence, Rowena might relin«> 
quish her preference, but in this bope he was disap- 
pointed; a disappointment which might be attribüted 
in part to the mode in which his ward had been edu/* 
cated. Cedric, to whom the name of Alfréd was as 
that of a deity, had treated the sole remaining scicm 
of that great monarch with a degree of observance, 
Auch as, perhaps, wás in these days scarce paid to aa. 
acknowledged princess. Rowena's will had been in 
almost all cases a law to his household; and • Cedric 
himself,a8 ifdetermined that her sovereignty should 
.be fully.acknowledged within that little circle at least, 
«eemed to take a prid^ in acting as the ürst of her 
subjects. Thus trained in the exercise, not oqly of 
free wiil, but despotic authority, Rowena was, by her 
previous education, disposed bóth to resist and to 
resent any attempt tó control her aiFections, or dis- 
pose of her hand conurary to her inclinations, and to 
assert her independence In a case in which evén those 
females who have beenlrained up to obediencesand 
aubjectioQ, are not unfrequently apt to dispute the 
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tttithorky óf guardhiii$ and parents. The c^intoiM 
which shc felt strongly she av'owed boldly; and Ce- 
dric, whocouldnot free himself from hís habitual 
deference to her oj^iníons, felt totally at a loas how to 
enforce bis authority of vguardian, 

It was in vain that he attempted to dazzle her with 
the prospect of a visipnary throne. Roweoa, who- 
posBessed strong sense, neitlter coosidered his plán 
as possible, nor as desírable, so iar as she waa con- 
cerned, could it bave been achieved. Wiibout at* 
tetnpting to conceal her avowed preference of Wilfred 
. of í vanht>e, she declared that, were that favoured 
knight out of qaestton, she would rather take Tefuge 
in a convent, thaa share a throne with Athelstáne, 
whom, having always desfnsedy she now began, oa 
accoudt of the trouble »he received^on his account, 
thoroughly to dctest^ ■ p 

Nevertheless, Cedric, whose opinion of women's^ 
conátancy wás far /rom strong, persisted in using 
every means iii his power to bring abonttfae proposed 
match, in which he conceived he was rendering aa 
important service to the Saxon cause. The suddea 
and romantic appearance of his son in the liats at 
Asbby, he had justly regarded as being almost á 
^eath^s blow to his hK>pes. His patemal affecliop, H 
is true, had for an iqstant gained the victory both 
over pride and patriotism; but both had retumed in 
fiill force, and under their joint operatton, he was 
now bent upon making a determined effort for the 
unión of Athelstane and Rowena, together with ex- 
pedhing those other measures which seemed neces* 
^ary to forward the restoration of Saxon indepen- 
dence. 

On this last subject, he was now labouring with 
Athelstane, not without having reason, every now 
and then, to lamént, üke Hotspur, thát he should 
have moved such a Üish of skimmed milk lo so ho*- 
Bourable an action. Athelstane, it is true, was vain 
enoughy and loved to have his ears tickkd with taks 
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ef hÍ8 hígh descent, and of his right by inherítance 
to homage and sovereignty. Buc his petty vanhy 
was sufficiently gratified by receiving this homage at 
the hands of his immediate attendants, and of the 
Saxons "who approached him. If he had the courage 
to encounter danger, he at least hated the trouble of 
going to seek it; and while he agreed in the generál 
principks Iáid down by Cedric, concerning the claim 
of the Saxons to independence, and was still more 
easíly convinced of his own title to reign over them 
when that independence should be attaihed, yet when 
the means of asserting these rights came to be dis- 
cussed, he was still ^^ Athelstane the Unready,," 
slow, irresoiute, procrastinating, and unenterprising, 
The warm and impassioned exhortations of Cedric 
had as little eífect upon his impassive tempér, as red- 
hot balls alighting in ^he'water, which produce a 
little sound and smoke, and are instantly extin* 
guished. 

If, leaving this task, which might be co^ipared to 
spurring a tired jade^ or -to hammering upon cold 
irón, Cedric feli back to his ward Rowena, he receiv* 
ed little more satisfaction from conferring with her. 
For, as his presence interrupted the discourse be- 
tween the lady and her favouríte attendant upon the 
gallantry and fate of Wilfred, Elgitha failed not to 
revenge both her mistreés and herself, by recurring 
to the overthrow of Athelstane in the Hsts, the most 
disagreeable subject which could greet the ears of 
Cedric. To this sturdy Saxon, therefore, the day's 
journey was fraught with all manner of displeasure 
and discomfort, so that he more than once cursed 
iptemally the toumament, and him who had proclaim* 
ed it, together with his own folly in ever going thi- 
ther. 

At noon, upon the motlon of Athelstane, the tra- 
vellers paused in a woodland shade by a fountain, to 
repose their hofses and parrake of somé provisions, 
with which the hospitablc^ Abbot had lösided asump- 



ter mule* Theif repast was a j^retty long one, and 
these several interruptiona rendered it imposible for 
them tohopetö reach Rotherwood without travelling 
all night, aconviction which induced them to proceed 
on their way at a more hasty pace than they had hi- 
therto used. 



ai* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Atndn of anned men, lome noble dame 
Escorting, (so tbeir scattered words discovered, 
As unperceived 1 hung upon their rear) 
Are close at hand, and mean to pasa thé nigbt 
Withinthecastlc. 

Orrába Tragtdy, 

TuE travellcrs had now reached the vergc of the 
wooded country, and werjs about to plunge intő its 
rece$ses, held dangerous at that time from the num- 
ber of outlaws whom oppression and poverty had 
driven to despaír, and who occupied the forests in 
such large bands as could easily bid defiance (o the 
feeble políce of the period. From these rovers, how- 
cver, notwíthstanding the lateness of the hour, Ccdric 
and Athelstane accounted themaelvcs sccure, as they 
had in attendance ten servants, besides Wamba and 
Gurth, whose aid could not be counted upon, the one 
being a jester and the other a captive. It may be 
added, that in travellíng thus laté through the forest, 
Cedric and Athelstane relied on their descent and 
character, as well as their courage. The outlaws, 
vrhom the sevcrity of the forest laws had reduced to 
this roving and desperated cnode of life, were chiefly 
peasants and yeomen of Saxon descent, and were 
generally supposed torespect the persönsand propcrty 
of their countrymen. 

As the travellers joumeyed on their way/ they 
were alarmed by repeated cries for assistance; and 
when they rode up to the place from whence they 
came, they ivére surprised to find a horseJitter 
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plaqed upon the ground, beside which sat a young^ 
woman, richly dressed in the Jewish fashion, whiie 
an old man, whose yellow cap proclaimed hím to be- 

-long to the same nation, walked up and down with 
^estures expressive of the deepest despair, and 
wruDg bis hands as if aíFected bv somé strange 
disaster. 

To the kiquiries of Athelstane and Cedrie, the 
old Jew could for somé time only answer by invok-^ 
ing the protection of all the patríaTchs of the Old 
Testament successively against the sons of Ishmaél, 
who were comihg to smite them, hip and thigh, witfa 
the edge of the sword» When he began to come to 
himself out of this ajg^bny of terror, Isaac of York 
(for it was our old friend) became at lengih able to 
explain, that he hath híred a body guard of six men 
at Ashby, to^her iirith mulea for carrying the Ktter 
of a sick friend. This party had undertaken to 
escort him íeis far as Doncaster. They had come 
thus far in safety! but having received information 
from a wood-cutter that there was a strong bánd of 
outlaws lying in wait in the woods before them, 
Isaac's mercenaries had not only taken flight, but had 
carried oíFwith them the horses which boré the lit- 
ter, and left the Jew and his daughter without the 
means either of defence or of retreat, to be plun- 
dered, and probably murdered, by the banditti, 
-v^hom they expected every moment would hring 
4owa upön them. " Would it but please your va* 
lours," added Isaac, íb a tone of deep humiliation, 

. <»^*to permit the poor Jew to travel under your safe- 
guard, I swear by the tsá>le of our law, that ne ver 
has favour been conferred upon a child of Israel since 
the days of our captivity, which shall be mor^ grate*. 
füUy. acknowledged." 

' ► >' Dog of a Jew!" said Athelstane, whose memory 
was of thát petty kind which stores up.trifles of all 
kinds, but particularly trifling offences: ^^ dóst nót 
remember how thou didst beard us in the gal- 
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leiy at the tilt-jrard? Fig^t pr fiee, pr caiúpound with 
' the ottüftws as thou ciostlkit, ask luúther aid &0r cc^^ 
pany from us; and if they cob only $\Kh as thee^ 
•vhő rob all the world, It.for mine own share, ahaU 
liold them ríght honest folks." 

Ccdríc did not aaseot tp the severe propoaal oí 
his companion. " We will do 'better/' said „he ** t(^ 
leave them two of oar attendants aüd two horses to 
convey them back to tjt^ «iext viUage. It will áU 
minisb our strength but Uttle; apd ^vith your good 
aword, noUe Athelataae^ aAd the aid of thoae wbo 
femaín, it wUl be light work for us to face tw^oty of 
theae runagatea." 

Rowena, somewhatalarmed by the mention of oot- 
law8 in force, and ao near ihem, strong^y aecopded 
the proposal of her guardian** But Rebecca, s^« 
denly quitting her dejected posture, and a^^ing her. 
way through the attendanta to the palfrey of the 
^axon lady^ knelt down, and after the Orientál 
fashion in addreasing superiors^ kissed the hem^orif 
üowena^rgarment. Then risibg, and throwing baek 
her. veil, she implored her in the g^eat name of the 
Gód wbom they both worahipped^ and by that reve* 
lation of the Lavr in which théy both beüeved, that 
ahe would have compaaaion upon thero^ and suffec 
them to go forward imdei:^ their aafeguard^ ^^ It ia 
not for myself that I pmy theae -favour,'' aai4 R«^ 
hscca^ nor is itei^ea fbr that pck>r old 9isin. | 
know^ ^tto wrong j^nd tja spoil our nation is a light 
iauk, if not a merít, witít ím Chrístians; and wlM 
ia it to US wtiether át be done in the cit/, in the de- 
aert^ or in the field? But it is in the name gf one 
dear to many, and dear evén to you^ that I beaeedí 
you to let liiis aick person b9 tranaportcád ívith cam 
and tendemess under your protection» For^ if evil 
chaace hím, the laat momentof yiour Uff would <be 
etnbittered with regrec fiar denying that vhicb I ask 
of you*" ^ 

'fhe aoUe and aolema-air wilh wUch Rtiijfioa 
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made this appeal, gave it a double weight ifvith the 
fair Saxon, 

^ The man is old and feeble," she said to hér 
guardian, ^^ the maidén young and beautiful^ their 
friend sick and in perilof his life— Jews though they 
be, we can not as Christ^ans leave them in this extre- 
nfiity. Let them imload two of the sumpter-mules, 
and put the baggage behind two of the serfs. The 
mules may transport the litter, and we have led horses 
for the old man and his daughter." 

€edric readily assented to what she proposed, and 
Athelstane only added the condition, ^^ that they 
should travel in the rear of the whole party, where 
Wamba," he said, ^^ might attend them with hié ahicld 
of boar's brawn." 

** I have left my shield in the tilt-yard," answered 
the Jester, ^^ as has been the fate of mány a better 
Imight than myself." 

Athelstane coloured deeply, for such had been 
his own fate on the last day of the tournament; 
while Rowena, who was pleased in the same propcr- 
tion, as if to make amends for the brutal jest of her 
uhfeeling suitor, requested Rebecca to nde by her 
side* 

*• It were not fit I should do sö,'* answered Rebec- 
4:a, with proud homility^ " where my society might 
be held a disgrace to my protectress.^' ' 

-By this time the change of baggage was hastily 
acfaieved, for the single word " outlaws" rendered 
every one sufficiently alert, and the approach of twi- 
light made the sound yet more impressive. Amid 
the busde, Gurth was taken from horseback, in the 
course of which removal he prevailed upon the Jest- 
er to slack the cofd with which his arms were bound. 
1% was sa negligently reiastened, perhaps intentionally 
on the part of Wamba, tha^ Gurth found no diffi* 
culty in freeing his arms ahbgetber from bondage, 
and then gliding intő the thickethe made his escape 
from the party. 
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The bustie had beea oonsiderablé^ úd it was somé 
time before Gurth waa missed; for, as he was to be 
placed for the rest of the journey behiád a servtmt, 
eveiy bne suppbsed that somé other of his compa« 
nions had him under hís cu»tody, and wfaen it began . 
to be whispered aiKiOQg them that Gurth had ac* 
tually disaf>peared, they were under such immediate 
•xpeclatton of an attack from the outlaws, that it waa 
not held convenient to pay mucfa atteution to tbe 
circumstance. 

The path upon which the party traveiled waa sow - 
ao narrow, aa not to admit, with any sort of coMe- 
nience, above two ridera abreast, and began to 
deacend intő a dingle^ traveraed by a brook whóae 
banka were brdken, awampy, and overgroiVn with 
dwarf willowa* Cedric and Athelatane, w.ho were 
at the bead of their rctimie^ aaw the risk of being at- 
tacked at thia^pass; but nelther of them havingnaií 
smch practice. in war« no better mode of preventing 
die danger occorred to them Aan that tteby should 
hasten on aa faat aa po^eible* Advancing, tnereforc, 
without much order, they had juat croased the brook 
with a part of tbeir followera, when they were aasaü^- 
éd in front, flank, and rear at pnce, with an itnpetuo^ 
aity to which, in their conibaed aod iil*prepared con- 
ditioD, it waa imposaíble to oSSet effectnal reaiatanco. 
The ahout of ^* A wbite dragonb-^a white dragon* 
•^Sflúnt George for merry England!" war cries 
adopted by the aaaailanCa, aa belonging to tbeir aar 
éumed character of Saxon out-lawa/waa heard on 
cvery side, and on fvery aide enemiea appeared wifh 
a rapidity of advanoe and attack which seemed to 
inulti|dy tiieir numbei^. 

Both the Sason chiefa were made pr iaonera at the 
same moment, and each under circunutancca^ exprea^ 
aire of hia ebaraetar, Ced^Cy the instaac that an 
enemy appeared, lauached at him túa remaiiamg jave- 
Un, which taking betlar cflfeci than that wUcii he had 
hurled at Fanga, nailed the man againat moak^tvee 
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tbat happencd tp be dose behind him.'Thus far buc* 
'cessfui, Cedríc ápurred his horse against a second, 
drawing hb sword at the same time^ and striking 
ívith such incoDsidcrate fury^ that his weapon en- 
countered a thkk branch which huQg oicer hím, an4 
he wa$«disarmed by the violence of his own blow. 
Hé was instanüy mádé prisoner, and pulled írom his 
horse by two or three of the banditti who cywded 
around him. Athelstane shared his captivity, his 
bridle having^een seized, and he'himself forcibly 
dtsmounted, long before he could draw his weapon, 
or assume ány posture of efiectual defence. 

The attendants, embarrassed with baggage, 8ur-> 
prised and terrified at the fate of their masters, feli 
an easy prey to the assailants; while the Lady Kow- 
ena, in the centre of the cavalcade, and the Jew and 
his daughter in the rear, experienced the same mis- 
fortune. 

-^ Of all tbé train nőne escaped except \^amba, who 
show ed upon the occasion cauch more courage than 
those who' preténded to greater sense* He possess- 
ed himself of a sword beloogin^ to one of ihe do-* 
niesties, who was just dra^^g it with a Oirdy and 
irreaolute hand, laid about him liké a lion, drove 
back several who approached him, and made a brave 
though ineifectual attempt to succour his mastef. 
Finding himself overpowered, the Jestcr at length 
threw himself from his horse, piu^ged intő thethick- / 
et, and, favoured by the geneml confusion, eseted 
from the scene of action. ^ 

Yet the valiant Je3ter,80 50on ás hefóuüd himself 
safe, hesitated more than once whether he shouldnot 
turn back, and share the captivlty of a master tx> whom 
he was sincerely ^ttached* 

«' I have heard men talk of the blessíngs' of fiiee- 
-dom," said he to himself, " hut I wtsh\any wise 
man would teach me what use to make ofit aowthat 
I have it." 

As hé .profiounced tbeae vr^ás idöud, a voíce tsry 
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near hitn called out in a low and cautious tone, 
« Wamba!" and, at the same time, dogy which he 
recognised to be Fang8,jumped up and fawnedupon 
* him, *' Gurth!" answered Wamba, with the same 
caution, and the swine-herd immediateiy stóod be- 
főre him. 

** What is the mattcr?" said he eagerly; " what 
mean .these cries, and that clashing of swords?" 

" Ónly a trick of the times," said Wamba; " tbey 
are all prisoners." 

** VVho are prisoncrs?" exclaimcd Gurth, impa- 
tiently. 

^* My lord, and my lady, and Athelstane, and Hun- 
dibert and Oswald." 

" In the name of God?" said Gurth, '* how came 
they prisoncrs? — And to whom?" 

** Óur master was too ready to fight," said the 
Jester; *' and Athelstane was not ready enough, and 
no other person was ready at all. And they are prí- 
soners to green cassoeks, and^black visors* And 
they lie all tumbled about on the green, liké the 
crab-apples that you shake down to your swipe. 
And I would laugh at it^" said the honest Jester, ** if 
I could for weeping." And he shed tears of un- 
feigned sonmw. 

Gurth's countenance kindled— '* Wamba," he said, 
<' thou hast a weapon, and thy heart was ever strong- 
er than thy brain,-— we are only two^but a sudden 
attack from men of resolution will dö much — foUow 
me. 

'* Whithcr? — and for what purpose?" said the 
Jester. 

** To rescue Cedric." 

^ But you have renounced his service but now/* 
•ssdd Wamba. _ 

"That," said Gurth,** was but while he was for- 
tunate — foUow mc," 

As the Jester was about to obey, a third person 
fiuddenly made his appearance, and commanded them 
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both to halt. From his dress and arms, Wamba 
t¥0\ild have conjéctured him to be one of üioée out- 
lawé whö had justed assaikdhistnaster; but^besides 
tbat he wore qtf masquie, tbe glitteríng baldric across 
his shoulde^, vrith thc rich bugle-hdm whích it sup- 
j)orted, as well as the calm and tommanding expres- 
sión pf his voice and manner, made him notwithstand- 
ing^the twilight^recogniseJLocksley theyeoman,ivho 
hsrd been victorious, under such disadvantageous cir- 
cumstances, in the contest far the prize of archery, 

** What is thc meaning^ ot all tnis," said he, ** or 
vho is it tfaat rifle, and ranBom, and make prisoners, 
in tbese förests? 

^^ You may look at their cassocks close bv," said 
Wmmba^ **andsee whcther. they.be thy children's 
coats or no'-for they are as üke thineown, as one 
green peja-cod is to anothcn'* 

** I wiU ieam that presently," answered Locksley; 
** ánd I charge ye, on peril of your lives, not to stir. 
from the placewheteye stand, until I have returned. 
Obey me, and it shall be the better for you and your 
nasters. — Butstay, I must reáder myseíf as liké these 
men^as possible." ^ 

Soskying, he unbuckled his b^ddric with the bugle, 
took a íeather from his cap, and gave them to Wam- 
ba; then drew a vizard from his pouch, and, repeat- 
inghis chargcs tothemto stand fást, went to exeoute 
his purpose of reconnoitring. 

.*^ Shall we stand fást Gurth?** said Wamba; ." or 
shall we e'en give him.leg bail? In my foolish mind, 
he had all the equipage of a thxef tíío much in readi- 
ness to be himself a true man." 

**^ Let him be the devil," said Gurth, ^< an he will, 
We can be no worse of waiting his retom. If hé be- 
longto that party, he must already have given them 
the alaVm, and it will avail nothing either to fight or 
fly. ' Besides, I have laté . experience, that arrant 
VOL. I. 22 ^ 
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thieves arenotthe worst men in the vorld to have to 
dcíilwitlu" 

The yeoman retumed in the course of a few mi* 
nutes. 

" Fríend Gurth," he said, ** I have mingled among 
yon men, and faaVe learnt to whom tbey belong, and 
whither the^are boimd. There is,Ithink,no chaace 
that thejr wiU proceed to my actual violence against 
their pnsoners. For three men to attempt them at 
thÍ8 moment, were little less than madness, for they 
are good men of war, and have as such placed sen- 
tinels to g^ve the alarm when any one approaches. 
But I trust soon to gather such a force, as may act in 
defiance of all their precautions: you are both servants, 
and, as I think, faithful servants, of Cedric the Saxon, 
the fríend of the ríghts of Englishmen. He shall not 
want English hands to help him in this extremity. 
Come then with me, until I gather more aid." 

So saying, he walked through the wood at a great 
pace, followed by the jester and the |wine herd. It 
was not consistent with Wamba's humour to travel 
long in silence. 

. ** I think,'* said he, looking at the baldric and bu- 
gle which he still carried, ^^ that I^aw the arrow shot 
which won this gay prize, and that not so long since 
as Christmas." 

** And I," said Gurth " could takc it on my haly- 
dome, that I have heardthe voice of the goodyeomaü 
who ivon it, bv night as well as by day, and that the 
moon Is not tnree days older since 'I did so," ^ 

^^ Mine honest friends," replied the yeoman, 
^^ who, or what I am, is little to uie present purpose; 
should I free your master, you will have reason to 
think me the best fríend you have ever had in your 
lives. And whether I am known by one name or 
anothez;^— or whether I ean draw a bow as well or 
better than a cow-keeper, or whether it is niy plea- * 
•ure to walk in sunshine or by mooolight, are matters^ 
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whicb, fts they *do not concern you, so neither need 
yc busy yourselves respecting them." 

^^ Our heads are in the Uon's moutV said Wambti 
in a wisper to Gurth, ^* get them oot how we can." 

** Hush — ^be silent," said Gurth, ** oiend hím no( 
by thy folly, and 1 trutt sincerdy th«t all wtll do 
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CHAPTER XX. 

• \ 

Wben aotnnni ftights were long and drear^ 

Andforest walks were dark and diro, 
How sweetly oo the pilgrim's ear 

Was wont to ateal the hermit's hymn. 

Devoüon borrows Music'a tone» 

And Music took Devotíon'a wing; 
And, üke the bírd tbat hails the sun, 

They soarto heaven, and soaring sing. 

The Bermit ofSu CUmenfi WkU. 

It was after thrf e hours good walking that the ser- 
vants of Cedric, with their mysterious guide^ arrived 
at a. small opening in the forest, in the centre of which 
grew an oak-tree oi enormous ma^itude, throwing 
its twisted branches in every direction. Beneath thls 
tree four or five yeomen lay strétchcd on the ground^ 
while another^ as sentinel, walked to and fro in the 
moonlight shade. 

Upon hearing the sound of feet approaching, the 
watch instantly gave the .alarm, and the sWpers as 
suddenly started up and bent their bows. Six arrows 
placed on the string were pointed towards the quarter 
írom which the traveUers approached, when, their 
guide being recognised, was welcomed with every to- 
kén of respect and attachment^and alisigns and fears 
of a rough reception at once subsided. 

" Whcre is the Miller?" was his first question. 

" On the road towards Rotherham.^? 

« With how many?" demand the leader^ for such 
he seemed to be. 

*' With six men, and good hope of booty, ifit please 
St. Nicholas.'* 

*' Devoutly spoken," said Locksley; ** and where 
i&.-4:Ued-arDalef 
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*^ WallLed up towards the l^ding Street to wau;h 
f or the Prior of Jorvaulx." 

" That is wcU thought on alsó," replied the Cap- 
tain; — and where is the friar?'' 

** In his ceU." 

" Thither will I go," said Locksley, " Disperse 
and seek yoar companions. CoUect what force you 
can, fpr there'sgame afoot that must be hunted hard, 
and will turn to bay. Meet me here by day-break« 
—And stay," he added, '* I havc forgottén what is 
most necessary of the whoie-— Two of you take the 
road qiückly towards Torqutlstone, the castle of 
Front-de-B(suf. A set of gallants, who have been 
masquerading in such guise as our own^ are carrying 
a bánd of prisoners thither.>~ Watch them closely for 
evén if they reach the castle before we oollect our 
force, our honour isconcemed to punish them, and 
we wiU find means to do so.*— Keep a close watch on 
them therefore; and despatch one of your comrades, 
the Ughtest of foot, to bring the news of the yeomen 
whereabout," 

' They promised implicit obedience, and departed 
with alacrity on their difFerent errands. In the 
m^anwhile their leader and his two companions^ who 
Bow tooked upon him with great respect, as well as 
somé fear, pursued their way to the chapel of Cop- 
manhurst, 

When they had reached the little moon-light glade, . 
having in front the reverend, thou^ rainous chapel, 
and the rude hermitage, so well suited to ascetic de- 
votion, Wamba whispered to Gurth; " If this be the 
habitation of a thief, it makes good the old proverb, 
The ncarer the church the father from God-^-And 
by my cockscomb," he added, ^* I think it be evén so* 
^— Hearken but to the blaick sanctys which they are 
singing in the hermitage!" 

In f act the anchorite and his guest were performing, 
at the full extent of their very po^werful lungs^an'old 
drinking song.of which this was the borthen^*r 
22» 



^Come^ trowMie brpwB bovlto-tt^ 
BuUy doy» bully boy, 
^ CooiQ^ trowl the brown bowl to me: . 

Ho! jolly Jenkiül^ I spy a knaf« ín drinking: 
jCome« trowl the brown bowl tame.'' 

^ Now, tfaat 18 not ili sutig," said Wiunt>a, who had 
iúirown inalew of hiaowii áourí«he»to help out the 
fihorus. ^« But whOf in the saint'sname, ever éxpéct-^ 
ed to have heard such a jolly chant come fírom out a 
Jiermit's cell at midiiígbt? 

« Marry, that should I," said Gtírth, « for^e jol- 
ly Glcrk of Copmanhurst is a known man, and kHls 
half the deer that are stolen in this walk. Men say 
that the keeper has complained to his officinl, atid that 
he wiU be stripped of his co^l and cépe attogether, if 
he kcep not better ordcr." 

While they were thus speaking^ Locksley 's loud 
aod repeated knocks had at length distürbed the^an- 
choríte and his guest. *^ By my beads/' said the her- 
mit, stopping short in> grand flourish, *^ here come 
more benighted guests. I would notfor my cowl that 
they fbund us in this goodly ezercise. Ali men have 
tfieir enemies, good Sir Sloggard; and there he those 
malignant enough to construe the hospitable refresh* 
ment which I have been offering to you, a weary tra- 
' veller, Ibr the nuitter bf three short hours, intő sheer 
drunkenness and debauchery, víces alike alien to my 
pix>fe8sión and my disposition.'* 

, " Base calumniators!'' replied the knight; " I would 
I had the chastising of them. Nevertheless, Holy 
Cltrk, it is true that all have their enemies; and 
there be those in this very land whbm I would rather 
speak to through the bars of my helmet than bare- 
faced." 

^ Get thine trón pot on thy head then, frtend 

Sluggard; as (^uickly as thy nature will permit," said 

. the hermit^' **while I remove these pewicer flagons, 

whose laté conlents run strangely in mine^wn pate; 

and to<bow» the cktter-^for, m faíth, I feel somé- 



vhatittisteady-^^trike mtathetime Trhichtii'ou hear« 
«8t me sing; it is no matter for tfae words-^I ^átce 
inow dicm mysíílf." 

So sayiiig, nfe struck úp a thundering t>e profuéU 
dis cJamaviy under cover of which he removed the ap- 
^ai*atus of their banquet; while the knight, l&üghing 
heaitily^andarmingfaimself alldie tfrhile, a^siated his 
hőst with his voice from time to titne al5 his mirth 
petmitted 

'** What devirsmatins arc you after at this hoür?'* 
said a voice from without. 

** Heaven forgive you, sir tcaveller!" said the 
hermit^ whc^se own nőise and perhaps his nöctumal 
potations, prevented him from recognising accents 
, -which wcre tolerably familiar to him^ — " Wcnd on 
your way, in űiff imme of God land Sáint Dunstan^ 
and disturb not the devQtions of me and my holy bro- 
Aen" 

" Mad priest^" answered the voiec frotti without, 
**opento Lockslev,"^ - 

" Airs saie— airs right," said tfit hfcrmit to his 
companion. 

'^ But who is he?" said the Black Knight; '^ it iin- 
ports me;mnch to know.'* 

"Who is he?" aiiswered the hennit^ « I teli thec 
he is a friend." 

" But what friend?" answered the knight; " for he 
xnay be fríénd to thee, and nőne of mine." 

" What friend?" replied the.hermit; « that, now, is 
oneof the qtiestions that is more easily asked than 
answered, What friend? why, he is, now that t be- 
^hink rát a littk, the very same honeát keeper I told 
4hec of a whilf; since," 

** Ay, as honest a keeper as thou art a pious 
hcrmit" replied the knight, " I doubt it not. But 
tmdo the door to hitn before he beat it from its 
hingcs." . , . 

nrhe dogs^ in the meantifne, which had made a 
idreadful haling at the cómímencement of the distur- 
bánce^secmednowtotécögnise the voice of him who' 
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stood without; for totaUy changing tfieir manner, they 
scratched and whined at the door, as if intercedii% 
for his admission, The hermit sp^^dily unlxdted his 
portai, and admittcd Locksley with his two compao- 
lons. 

** Why, hermit^'- was tbc yeoman'a first questioa 
8o spon as he bcheld the knight, ^^ what boon com- 
panion hast thou heref 

" A brother of our ordcr," repUed the friar, sha- 
kinghishead; ^^we have been^ at our orisons all 
oight." . - 

. ^* He is a monk of the church militanf, I think," an^t 
swered Locksley; ^^ and there be more of them abroad. 
I teli thee, friar, thou must lay down the rosary and 
take up the qúarter-staiF; we shaU need eveiy one of 
óur merry mcn, whether clerk or layman* — ^But," he 
added, tákinghim a step asid, ^^ art thou madto give 
admittance to a knight thou dóst not know? Hast 
thou forget ourarticles?" 

" Not know him!" replied the friar boldly^ " I 
know him así well as.the beggar knows his dish." 

^^ And what is his name then," demanded Locks- 
ley. 

"His name," said tbc hermit, " his name is Sir 
Anthony of Scrablestone— as if I would drink with a 
man, and did not know his name!^' 

"Thou hast been drinking morc than enough, 
friar," said the woodsman, " and I fear. prating more 
ihan enough too«" 

" Good yeoman," said the knight, coming forward^ 
** bí? not wroth with my merry hőst. He didbut aGFord 
me the hospitality which I would have cömpelled 
from him if he had refused it." 

^ Thou compcl?*' said the friar; " wait but till í 
have changed tnis gray gown for a green cassock, and 
ifi make nóta quarter-staflP.ring twelve upon thy 
pate, I am neither true clerk nor good woodsman.'' 

While he spoke thus, he stript oíFhis gown, Mid ap- 
peared in a close blackbuckram doublet and drawer«, 
over which he.speedily did on a cassopk of green^ 
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muá hőse of the saíne colour, ^* I pray thee truss my 
points," iáid be to Wamba, ^^ and thou shalt havea 
cnp oS sack for thy laboor.''^ 

^'Oramcrcy for thy sack," srid Wamba, «* but 
-tbhik'stthouitislawíulfarineto aid you'to tratisinew 
-tliyself from a boly hermit intő a sittful ibrester?" 

" Ncv€r ifear,'* said the hermit; ** I will bitt con- 
•fcte the^iüs of my green cloak to my gray-friar'« 
Aiock étid aM shall be ^eU again." 

** Ámen!" answered the Jcstcr; <^ a broad-clota 
penitcnt should ha ve a sackcloth confessor, and your 
ftiock'may absolve my moüey doublet intő the bar- 
gain." 

Sangrág, he accommodatedthe fiiarwith his as- 
siatance in tying the endless nmnbers of points, as the 
laces which attached the hőse to the doublet were 
Üien teniród. 

While they were thtis employcd, Locksley led the 
. ktiight a litde apart, and addressed bim thus. *^ Deny 
itnot, Sir Knight^— you are he who decided t^e vit- 
tory to the aavantag^ of the English against the 
strangers on the second day of the touniament at 
Ashby." 

" And what followd if you^tiis triűy, goód yeo* 
snan?" replied the knight. ' ^ 

^' I should in tbat case hold you," replied the jreő- 
. mán, ** a friend to the weaker party." 

" Sttch is the dttty of a tru« knight at least," w- 
. jdied the Black Chtftnpion; «^ and I ti^ould not wiU 
ling tbat there were re^son to tbink otherwise of 
mc." 

*' But foT my purposc/' said the yeóman, **thou 
flliouldst be as well a'good Englishman as a good 
knight; for tbat, which I bavie to speak of, concerns, 
indeed, the duty of every bofiest mán, but is more es- 
pecially tbat of a trué-bom native of Englaiid." . i 

** You can speak to no Otae, replied the knight/* to 
whom £ngland,and the tifeof every Englishman, can 
be dearer than tome." 



^ I would willingly beiieve 80," satdthe woodsttiao, 
^ for ne ver had this couiitry such need to be support- 
ed by tkose who lőve bér. Hear me, and I wiíl teli 
thee of an enterpríse, in which if thou be'st reaily 
ihat whicb thou seemest^thou may^sttake an honoür- 
able part, A bsmd of villians, in the disguise of better 
ünen than thei^iselves, hdve made themselves, master 
of the person of a noble Englishman, caKed Cedríc 
the Saxon, together with his daughter and hisfiiend 
AtheUtane of Conin^sburgh, and have tnmsported 
them to a caatle in this forest called Tonjutlstone. I 
I ask of theO) as a good kníght and a good English- 
man, wilt thou aid in tkeir rescaer' 

*^ I atn bound by my vow to do fio," reidiied the 
koight; '^ but I would wiUingly know who you áre, 
who requeftt my assistance in their behalf?" 

*^ I am," said the forester, ^^ a nameless tnan; but, 
I am the friend of my country, and of my coantry's 
■ friends-^With this account of me you must for the 
present .remain satisfied, the more especialiy since 
yoa yourself desiVe to continue unknown— Believe, 
jboweveri that my word, when pledged, is as in- 
víolate as if I wore golden spurs," 

" í wiUingly bclieve it^^said the knight; " I have 
been accustomed to study men's countenances^ and I 
can reád in thine honesty and resolution— -I will 
therefore, ask thee no further questions, butáid thee 
in setting atfreedom theae oppressed captives; which 
done, I trost we shall part better acquainted, and well 
saüsfied with each other." 

" So," said Wamba to ^urth-— for the^friar being 
now fuUy equipped, the Jester having approached to 
the other siae of the hut, had heard the concluston 
of the conversation, — '• Só we have got a ncw alJy — 
I trust the valour of the knight wíU be truerlnetal 
than the religion of the hermit, or the honesty bf the 
^yeoman; for this Locksley looks liké a born deer- 
stealer, and the prie^t liké a lusty hypocrite," 

*' Hold thy peace, Wamba," said Gurth; *;* it may 
all be as thou dóst guess^ — but were the homed devil 
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to f be and profer me his assistance to set at liberty 
Cedric and the Lady Rowena, I fear I shouid hardly 
have relígioü enougfa to refuse the foul fiend's offer, 
and bid him get behind me." 

The friar was now completely accoutred as a yeo- 

man^ with sword and buckler^ bow and quiver, and 

a strong-partisan over his shoulder. He left his cell 

at the head of the party, and having carefully iocked 

the door, deposited the key under the threshold. 

** Axt thoa m condhion to do good service, friar j*' 

aid LoclLsley, ^^ or does the brown bowl stiÚ run m 

hyhead?" - s. 

«^ Not niore than a draught of St« Dunstan's foun- 

tain wiír allay," answereo the príest; ** something 

' there is of a whtzzing in my brain^ and of instability 

in my legs, but you shall presently see both pasa 

away." 

So saying, he stepped to the stone basin, in which 
the waters x)f the founcain as they feli förmed bub- 
bles which danced in the white mdon-light, and took 
as long a draught as if he had meant to exhaust the 
apring. 

^^ When didst^thou drink as'deep a draught of wa« 
ter before, Holy Clerk of ' Copmanhurst?''^ said the 
"Black Knight, 

'*"Never ^ince my wine-butt leaked, and let out its ' 
liquor by an illegal vént," replied the friar, " and so 
lettme nothíng to drink butmy patron's bounty here.'* 
Then plui^ged hb hands and head intő the foun- 
tain, he washed irom them all marks of the midnight 
revei. 

Thuf refreshed and sobered, the joUy príest twirl- 
fed his heavy partisan round his head with three fin- 
gers, as if he had been balancing a reed, exclaiming 
at the same time, ^^ Where be those falsé ravisherSi 
who carry off wenches against their will? May the 
foul fiend fiy ofF with me if I am not man enough for 
a dozen of them." 

'' Swesffest thou, Holy Clerk?" said the Bbtck 
Knight. 
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^^ Ckrk IDC no derks,!' rejdied the~ transiormed 

!>ric8U ^^ by. SaÍQt G^orgei and tbe Diágon^ I am no 
ongora sbav.eling tbao while my £rock48>on.my back^ 
— When I am caaed in iny \g)reen. cas^ocL, I. witt 
dnoj^ swear^.aiiid woo a las9» withany.Uithe. forea- 
tcR io the We$t Bidin^," 

<^ Come on, Jack Pnest," said Locksley., ^ «idbe , 
sUenU tbottgh dioa art noisy as a wlide cQnv«nt on. 
a' holyjeve^ when the fatber Abbot has gone to bed* 
— C<m€ QD.you too« my maaten^ tany aot to talk of 
it.*— 1 say.come oo» we must collact a}l our focces^ 
and few enough we shdl have, if we are to atorm. 
the.caatk: of Iteg^nald Frootrde-Boeuf,". 

<^ Whatl is* it Front*de-B<Baf," said the Black 
múgbt^^^ whp haa.&toptt»nthe kkig's highway tbe 
kin^s líoge aubjectsír^Ia he turnéd thieism cq>pre8-» 
aor?" 

** Oppreasor he ever was^" said Locksley. 

^ Andfor ajtbief," said the príeat^ «'Idpabt if 
ey«r Ji^. wexe «vqb haif so bonest a man as many a* 
thief ofiny acqnaintance*" 

^^ Move on, prtest, and be silent," said the jreo- 
mam ^^ it 1irere«better yoú kd tbe way to tbe place of 
rende^vilitts, tha&say whatshoüldbeleft unsaid^both 
in decency and prudence." ' * 
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Alaiyhav wuíf houts «nd yeara h^e pait^ 
Since buman fonna bave rouad tbÍ8 table utti 
Or lamp» or tapér. on its surfac.e gleamed! 
Methínks l hear the sound of tiroe long paaa'd 
StUI murmuringf oVr us« in the lofty voíd 
Of fhese dark arches, fike tbe lingeiir^ voieea 
Of those wfao long wiüiin theír graves have slept. 

Orra, a ÜV^j^. 

Whíle these aieasures wer« tftkisg in behalf 6f 
Cedhc and his eompanioDs^ the armed men by 'whom 
the latter had be«n seized, hurried their captives 
lűong toYMLvAs the place of security, wfaere they íb- 
tendiedto inprÍBon them. But darkness came onfest, 
and tfa^ paths of the wood seemed but imperfectly 
known to the marauders. They weve coifipelled to 
saake severai long halts, and once or twice to retum 
on their road to resiime the direction which they wi^- 
ed to purstie» The summer mom had dawned upon 
them ere they could travel in fuU assurance thatthey 
hdd the right path. But confidence retumed with 
ligbt, and tbe cavalcadenow moved rapidly forward. 
Meanwhile, the foUowing dialogue took ptáce bé^ 
iween the two leaders of the banditti, 

^* It ia time thou should'st leave us. Sir Maurice." 
said the Templar to Bracy, " in.order to prepare the 
fiecond part of tby mystery. Thou are next, thou 
knowest, to act the Knight Dcliverer." 

"I have tbought better of it/'saíd Bracy;" I will 
noC leave thee till the príze is fairly deposited in 
Front-de-Bceufs castle. There wiil I appear before 
tbe'Lady Rowena in mine own shape, and trust that 
she wíU set down to the vehemence of my pasaion^ 
the violence of which I have been guiity." 

VOL, lé 23 
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^ And what has made thee change thy plán, De 
Bracy?" replied the Knight Templan 

<^ That concerns thee nothingy'' answered his com- 
panion. 

^ I would hope, however, Sir Knight/' said the 
Templar^ ^^ that this akeration of tneasures arises 
from no suspicion of my honourabjie meahíng, such 
as Fitzurse endeavoured to instil intő thee/' 

** My thoughts arc my own," answered De Btacy; 
^ the fiend laughs, they say, when one thief robs ano- 
ther; and we know, thatt were he to spit fire and 
brimstone instead, it would never prevent a Tem- 
plar from foUowing his bent." 
' ** Or the leader of a free Company," answered the 
#Templar, ^^ from dreading at the hands of a comrade 
aind friend, the iDJustice lie does to all mankind." 

^^ This is iinprofitable and perUous recrimination/' 
answered De Bracy; ^^ suí&te it to say, I know the 
morals of the Temple-Order, and I willnot givetheé 
the power of cheating jme out of the fair prey Ibr 
which I have run such risks." - 

" Psha/' replied the Teraplar, " what bást thou 
to fear?— Thou knowest the vows of my order." 

*^ Right well," said De Bracy, ^) and alsó how they 
are kept. Come, Sir Templar, the laws of gallantry , 
have a liberal interpretation in Palestine, and this is 
a case in wbich I will trust nothing to your con- 
science." 

" Hear the truth then," said the Tem])lar, " I care 
npt for your blue-ey^ed beauty. There isin that train, 
one who will make me a better mate." 

** Whatí would'st thou stoop to the waiting dam- 
sel?" said De Bracy. 

** No, Sir Knight," said the Templar, haughtily. 
<< To the waiting*women will I not stoop. I have a 
prize among the captives, as loveiy as thine own." " 

« By the ma^, thou, meanest the fair Jewess," 
said De Bracy. 
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** And if )I do," said Bois-Guilbert, ** who shall 
gainsay me?" 

. V* No one thot I know," said De Bracy, " uhless it 
be j'our vow of celibacy, or a check of conscience 
for an intrigue with a Jewess." ^ 

*' Fofmy vow," said tbe Templar, ** our grand 
master hath granted me a díspeneation. And for my 
cOnsciencf?, a man that has slain three hundred Sara- 
cens, need not reckon up every ííttíc failing, liké a vil- 
iágé girl at her first confession upon Good Friday eve/' 

*' Thou knowest best thine own privileges," said 
De Bracy. ^ ** Yet, I would have swornthy thonghts 
^ad been níore on the old usurer's money bags, than 
on tbc black eyes of the daughter. 

** I can adnnire both," answered the Teinplar; "flb- 

sides, the old Jew is but hali pri^e« I must share 

his spoifewith F^-ont-de-Bceuf, who will xiotlendus 

the use of his castle for nothing. I must háve some- 

,thing that I can term exclusively my ownby this fo- 

. ray of ours, and I have fixed on the lovely Jewess ^ 

, as my peculiar prize. But, now thou knowest my 

drift, thou wilt resume thine own originál plán, wilt 

thou not? — Thou hast nothing, thou sec'át, to fear 

f rom my interference." 

*•* No," replied De Bracy, " I will remain beside 
íny prize — what thou ^ay'st is passing true, but I liké 
' not the privileges acquired by.the'dispensationof the 
grand master, and the merit acquired by the slaugh- . 
ter of three hund;-ed Saracens. You have too good * 
a right to a free pardon, tö render yoa very scrupu- 
lous about peccadilloes." 

While this dialogue was proceeding, Cedric was 
endeavouring to wrin'g out of thosc who guarded hjm 
3n avowal of their cbaracter and purpose. " You 
should be Englishmen," said he; s^ and yet, sácred 
heaven! you prey upon your countrymen as if you 
•were very Norraans. You should be my neighbours 
and, if so, my friends; for which of my English neigh- 
bours have teáson to be otherwise? I teli ye yeo- 
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men thateven those amongye wh<rhave been brand* 
* ed with outlawry have had from me protection; for 
I have pitied their miscries, and curst the oppression 
of their tyranöic nobles. What, then, would you have 
of mef or in what can this violence sérve ye^-7-ye áre 
vrorse than brute beasts in your actions, and ^ill ye 
. imitate them in their very dumbness?^' 

It was in vain that Cedric expostulated with his 
guards, who had too many good reaspns for their si- 
lence to be induced to break it either by his wrath or 
his ezpostuladons. They continued to hurry him 
along, travélling at a very rapid rate, until, at thc 
end of an avenue of huge trees, arose Torquilstone, 
now the hoary and ancient caatle of Regináid Front- 
de-Bceuf* It was a fortress of no great size^ con- 
sisting of a donjon, or a large and high square tower, 
surrounded by buildings of inferior heigbt, which 
were encircled by an inner court-yard. Around the 
exteriőr wall was a deep moat, supplied with water 
from a neighbouring rivulet. Front-de-Boeuf, whose 
cha^acter placed him often at feud with his enemies, 
had made considerable additions to the strength of his 
castle, by building towers upon the outward wall, so 
as to flank it at every angle. The access, usual in 
caatles of the period, lay through an arched barbican, 
or outwork, which was terminated and deíended by 
a small turret at each cornen 

Cedric no sooner saw the turrets of Front- de.- 
Boeufs castle raise their gray and moss-grown báttle- 
ments^ glimmering ia the mcrning sun above the 
wood by which they weré surrounded, than he in- 
stantly augured more truly conceming the cause of 
his misfortune, 

** I did injüstice," he said, *' to the thieves and out- 
laws of these woods, when I supposed such banditti 
' to belong to their bands; I mightas justly have con- 
founded the foxes of these brakes with the raveiting 
wolves of (*rance. Teli me dogs — is it my life or my 
wealththat your masteraims at? Is ic too much that 
two Sáxons, myself and thenobie Athelstane^sheuld 
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hold land in the couotty which was one the patrimo- 
ny of our race? — Putus thento death|,and complete 
your tyramiy by taking our liv€S, as yovi began with 
our liberties. if the Saxon Cedric qan not rescue En^- 
land, he is wjlling to die for her. Teli your tyranni- 
cal master, I Ho only beseech him to dismiss the Lady 
Rowena in honour and saíety. She is a woman and 
he need not dread her; and with us will die all who 
dar'e fight in her cause." 

l'he attendants remained as mute to this address 
as to the íormer, and th^y now stood before the gate 
of the castle, Bracy winded his horn three tímes, and 
the archers and cross-bow men, who had manned the 
wall upon seeing their approach, haátened to lower 
the drawbridge and admit them. The prisoners were 
^ compelled to alight by their guards, and conducted to 
an apartment, where a hasty repast was offcred them, 
of which nőne but Athelstane felt any inclination to 
partake, Neitherhad the descendant of the Confess- 
or much time to do justice tó the good cheerplaced 
before them, for their guards gave him and Cedric to 
understand that they were to be imprisoned in a cham- 
ber apart from Rowena. Rtsistance was vain; and 
they were compelled to folloW to a large room, which, 
risingou clumsy Saxon pillars, resembled those refec- 
tories and chapter houses which may be still seen in 
the most ancient parts of our most apdent monaste*^ 
ries. 

The Lady Rowena was next separated from her 
train, and conducted^. with courtesy indeed, but still 
without Consulting her inclination, to a distant apart- 
ment* The saipe alarming distinction was conftrrred 
on Rebecca, in spite of her father's entreaties, who of- 
ferred evén money in this extrém ity of distress that 
she might be permitted to abide with him, ^^ Base 
unbelievers," answeredone of his guards,'* when thou 
hast seen thy lair thou wilt not wish thy daughter to 
partake it/' And without father discussion, the old 
Jew was forcibly dragged off in a different direction 
23* 
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from the other prisooers. Ilit domestics^dft^r bótog 
carefully searched and dísarmed were confined m áno- 
ther part of the castle; and Rowena was refused evett 
the comfort she might have deriv.ed from the atte&d'^ 
ance of her handmaiden Elgítha* 

Theapartment in which thexSaxon chiefs were con- 
fined, for to thcm we tum our Örst attention, although 
at present uaed as a sort of guard-room, had former- 
Iv been the great hall of the castlc, It.was now aban- 
doned to meaner ptirpose, because the present lord, 
among other additions to the convenience, securitjr, 
and beauty of his baronial restdence, had erected a 
new and noble hall, whose vaulted roof was sup-« 
ported by lighter and more élegant pillars, and fit- 
ted up wíth that higher degree of ornament, which 
the Normans had already introduced intő architec- 
ture, 

Ccdric paced the apartment, fiUed with indígnant 
reflections upon the pást and of the present, while 
the apathy of his companion served, instead of pa-* 
tience and pHitosophy, to defend him against everjr 
thing savé the inconvenience of the prbsent moment; 
and so üttle did he feel evén these last, that he was 
only from time to timc roused to a reply by Cedric's- 
animated and impassioned appeal tohim. 

" Yes," said Cedric, half speaking to himself, and 
half addre^siug himself to Athelstáne, ^ it was in 
this very hall that my father feasted with Torquil 
Wolfganger, whcn he entertained the valiant and 
iinfortunate Harold, then advancing against the Nor- 
wegians, who had united themselves to the rebel 
Tosti. — It was in this hall that Harold retnrned the 
magnanimous answer to the ambassador of his rebel 
brother. Oft have I heard my father kindle as he 
told the tale. The envoy of Tosti was admitted^ 
when this ample room could ^carce containthe crowd 
of noble Saxon leaders, who were qaafEng the blood- 
red Wine around their monarch." 

♦*I hope,'* said Athelstáne,' soméwhat moved by 
ihis part of hit friend'a discourse^ }^ they wiU not 
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jfbrget to seud US 8ome wine and refectionsai nodtl-^ 
we had scarce a breathing-space allowedto breakour 
f ttSt^ and I never have the benefit of my^ food when I 
eat tmmediately after dísmounting from hor^ebacki 
tfaough the leaches recomftiend that practice*" 

Cedrk went on with his story withoüt ilotíchig 
this interjéctional observation-of his frtend* 

** The envoy of Tosti," he said, " moved up the 
hall, undismayed by the frowiiing countenances of all 
around him^ untll he made his obeisance before the 
throneof Kíng Harold* 

<What tcrms,' he said, <Lord King, hath they 
brother Tosti to hope, if he should lay wwn his aitnsi 
mid crave peace at thy handsf 

* A brother's lave,' cried the generous Harold| 
^ and the fair earldom of Northumberlaod.' 

* But should Tosti accept these tenns/ continued 
the envoy, * what lands shall be assigned to his faith- 
ful ally. Hardrada, King of Norway?* 

*' Se ven fcct of English ground,* answered Hatold) 
fiercely, * or, as Hardrada is said to be a giant, per- 
haps we may aliow him twelve inches more/ 

" The hall rung with acclamationsgp and cup ánd 
horn was íilled to the Norwegian, who should be 
speedily ih possession of his English territory." 

" I could have plcdged thetti with all my souV* 
said Atheistane, ^^ for my töngue cleaves to my pa- 
late." 

^ The baffled envoy," continued Cedric, pursuing 
with animation his tale, though it interested not the 
listener, " retreateS, to carry to Tosti and his ally 
the ominous answered of his injared brother. It vírtt 
then that the walls of Stamford, and the fatál Wel- 
land renowned in prophecy,* beheld that direful 



* Cíose by Stainford, was fought, ín 1066« the bloody battle in 
whícbyHaroId defeatedhis irebélbrother Tq;it1, and the Norwegians 
t>nly a few days before his fali at Hastings. The brídge over the 
'Wélland ww furiously coatested. Oae Norwegian long defended 
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conflíct,inwhich,after displaying the most undaunt- 
cd valour, the king of Norway^ and Tosti, both feli 
with ten thousand of thetr brayest foUowers. , Who 
would have thought that upon'the proud day when 
this batde was won, the very gále ívhicK waved the 
Saxon banners in triumpb, was fiUing the Norman 
.sails, and impellíng them to the fatál shores of Sus- 
sex?-— Who would have thought that Harold, Mrithin 
a few brief day s, would himself possess no more of 
. hÍ8 kingdom, than the share which he allotted in his 
wrath to the Norwegian invader! — Who whould have 
thought that you, noble Athelstanc— that you, de- 
scended of Harold's blood, and that I, whose father 
Vas notthe worstdefender of the Saxon crown, should 
be prisonerstoa vile Norman in the very hall in which 
out ancestors held such high festival!" 

" It is sad enough," replicd Athelstane; " but I 
ti'ustthey willhold usto a moderate ransiom — At any 
rate it can not be their purpose to starve us outright; 
and yet) although it is high noon, I see no preparations 
for serving dinner — Look up at the window, noblé 
Cedric, and j.udge by the sun-beams ifit is not on the 
verge of noon," 

" It m^y be so," answered Cedricf <'but I can jiot 
look on that staíned lattice without its awakening 
other reflections than those which concem the pass- 
ing mom^nt, or its privations. When that window 
was wrought, ihy noble friend, our hardy fathers 
knew not the art of making glass, or of staining k— - 
The- pride of Wolfganger's father brought an artiat 
from Normandy to adom his hall with this ne w spe- 
cies of emblazonment, that breaks the golden light of 



it by his single arm, and Wasatlength pierced with a spear througk 
the planka from a boát beneath. Spencei* and Drayton, both allude 
totbc prophecíes current concerning the fatál Wellend: — 
«< Which to that ominouftfiood mach fear and reverence wan/* 

Poly-Ollnon, 
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God'» blessed day intő so many fantastic haes* The 
foreigner came h^re, poor, beggarly, crki^ng, and 
subservient, ready to doíF his cap to the meanest na» 
ti ve of the hoasehold. He returned pampered and 
proud, to teli his rapacious countrymen of the wealth- 
and the simplicity of the Saxon nobles — a foUy, oh 
Athelstane^ foreboded of old, as well as forcseen, hy 
t^ose descendants of üengist and his hardy tribes 
mrho retaíned the simplicity of their manners. We 
made these strangers our bosom fríends, our confi- 
dential servants; we borrowéd their ardsts, and their 
artS) and despised the honest simplicity and hardihood 
with whioh ourbrave ancestors supported themselves, 
and we became enervated by Norman árts long ere we 
feli under Norman arms* Far better was our home- 
ly diet, eaten in peace aud liberty, than the luxu]:ious 
daintieSf the lőve of which hath delivered us as bonds- 
men to the foreign conqueror." 

" I should/' rcplied Athelstane/^ hold very humble 
diet a luxury at present; and it astonishes me noble 
Cedric, that you can bcar sq truly in mind the memo- 
ry of pást deeds, when it appeareth you forgct the 
very hour of dínner." 

" It is time losí/' muttered Cedric apart and impa- 
tiently, " to speak to him of aught else butthat which 
concerns his appetite. The sóul of Hardicanute hath 
taken possession oí him, and he hath no pleasure savé 
to fiU, to swill, and to call for more* — Alasr'said he, 
looking at Athelstane with compassion, **that sodull 
a spirit should be lodged in so goodly a form! Alas! 
that such an enterprise as the rcgcneratipn of England 
should turn on a hinge so imperfiect! Wedded to 
Rowena, indeed, her nobler and more generous sóul 
may yet awakethe4>etternature which istorpidwith- 
in him. Yet how should this be, while Rowena^ 
Athelstane^ and I myself, remain theprisoners of thia 
brutal marauder, abd faave been made so per.iaps 
from a sense of the dangers which our liberty niight 
bring to the usurped powerof his nation^' 
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Whilc the Saxon was plunged in these painful re- 
flectionSy the door of their prison opened, and gave 
entrance fo a sewcr, holding his whítc rod of office« 
Thts important per&on advanced intő the chamber 
with a grave pacc, foUowed by four attendants, bear- 
ing in a table covered with dishes, the sight and smell 
of which seemed to be an instant compehsation to 
Athelstane for the inconvenience he had undergöné. 
AH the persons who attended on the feast nvere 
niasked and cloaked. 

" What mummery is this?" said Cedric; " think 
you that we are ignorant whose prisoners we arc, 
when WC are ín the castle of your master? ' Teli 
him/' he continued, willing to use this opportunity 
to open a negotiation for his freedom. — **' TeH your 
master, Reginald Front-de*B(euf, that we know^no 
reason he can have for withholding our liberty, ex- 
cepting his unlawful desire to enrich himself at our ex- 
pense. Teli bim that we yield to his rapacity, as in 
sioiilar circumstances we should do to that of a üteral 
robber. Let him name the ransom at which he rates 
ourliberty, and it shall be pfiid, providing theexaction 
is suited to our means." 

The sewer mbde no answer, but bowed his bead. 

^*Ánd teli Sir Reginaid Front- de- Boeuf," said 
Athelstane, ^^ that I send hím my mortal defiance, and 
challenge him to combat with me, on foot or horse- 
back, at any securcplace, within eight days^after our 
liberation, which, if he be a true knight/he will not 
under these circumstances, venture to refuse or tö de- 
lay.". 

" I shall deliver to the knight your defiance,"' an- 
swered the sewer; ** meanwhile I leave you to your 
food." 

The challenge of Athelstane was deHyered with 
no good gracej for a large inouthful, which required 
the exercise of both jaws at once, added to a natural 
hesitation^ considerably damped the cffects of the bold 
defiance it contained, Still^ hp^ever, his speech was 
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faailedby Cedríc as an incontestible tokén ofreviving 
spint in hÍ8 companion, whose previous indifference 
had begun, notwithstanding his respect for Athel- 
stane's descent, to wear^f^ut his patience. But he now 
cordially shook hands with him in tokén ot his ap- 
probatton, and was somewhat grieved when Athel- 
stane observed, ^^ that he would fight a dozen such 
men as Frpnt-de-Boeuf, if, by so doing, he could has* . 
ten his depacture from a dungeon where they put so 
xnuch garlic intő their póttagé." Notwithstanaingthis 
intimation of a relapse intő the apathy of sensuality, 
Cedric placed himself opposite, to Athelstane, and 
soon showed, that if the dtstresses of his country 
could banish the recollection of food while the taUe 
was uncovered vet no sooner were the victuals pat 
there, than he proved that the appetite of his Saxon 
anqestors had descended to him along with their ' 
other qualities. - 

The captives had nöt long enjoyed their refresh- 
ment^ however, ere their attention was disturbed evén 
from this most serious occupatíoh by the blast of a 
hom winded before the gate. It was repeated three 
times, with as much violence as if it had been blown 
before an enchanted castle^ by the destined knight, at 
whose summons halls and towers, barbican and bat- 
tlement, were to roll off like a momtng vapoun The 
Sax'ons started from the table, and liasted to the win« 
dow. But their curiosity was disappointed; for these 
outléts only looked upon the court of the castle, and 
the sound came from beyond its precincts. The sum* 
mons, however, seemed of importance, for a consid- 
erable degree of bustle seemed instantly to take piacé 
in the castle. 
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CHAPTEK XXIL 

My dMigfater— o my ducattr-0 my daughter! 

N !■ O my Christiftii ducats! 
Jus(ioe*-4Íie Liww-dny dncftts, und my daugfater! 

Maxham of Tenice* 

LEAvmci the Saxon Meh to rctam to their bati* 
qnet 60 soon as their ungratified curiosity aihould per- 
mit tbem to attend to tne caUs of their half-satiated 
nppetite, we have to look in upoa the yet more severe 
impriaoDBient of laaac of York. The poor Jew had 
been faastily thniat intő a> dungec»i*vauh of the castle, 
ibt floer cd which waa deep beneath the levél of the 
groundf and vety damp, being k>wer than evén fhe 
znoat itself* The only light was received tfaroughi>iie 
ox two'loóp-holes far above the reach of the captive's 
hand. These apertures admitted, evén at midday, 
Imt a úim and nncertain light, which vas ehanged for 
itHter dailcoeas long be£ure the rest of tbe casUe had 
lQstthel4essÍ0g ofday. Chains and shackks, which 
had béén ibe portion of former captives, from whom 
aetíveesiBtrtíonsat eicap^ehadbeenapprehended^hong 
vuited and empty on the walls of the prison; and in 
ffae rings of one of those sets of fetters, the)re rematned « 
two mould^ring boaes, which seemed to have been 
..once those of the homanleg, as if somé prisoner had . 
bccn left not only to perish dicre, but to ^be boosum- 
.cd to a skeleton. 

At one ead of this ghaatly apartment was a large 
fire-grate, over the top of which were stretched somé 
transf erse irón bars, half devoured with rust* 

The whole appearance of the dungeon might have 
appalled a stoutet heart than that of Isaac, who, 
nfevertheless, was' more composed under the immi- 
nent pressure of danger, than he had seemed to be 
while aifected by terrors, of which the cause was as 
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yet remote and contiiigetit. The lovef s of the chasíe 
say that the hare feels morc jagony during the pur^ 
suit of the gray hounds, than whcn she is absolutely 
struggting m theír fangs.* And thus it is probable,. 
that the' Jews hy the very frequency of theír féar 
on áll occasions, had their'minds in somé degree pre- 
parcd fór every effort of tyranny which could be prac- 
tiaed upon them; so that na aggression, when ít had 
taken placc could bring with it that surprise which 
is the most disabling quality of terror. Neitherrwas 
it the first úm€ that Iitaac had been placed in cir^ 
cumstancés so dangerous. He had therefore expe- 
rienbe to guide him, as well as hope; that he might 
agáin as fofmcrlyi be dfelivered as a píey from thé 
fowler.. -Above all, he had upon his side the unyield- 
ing obstinacy of his nation, and that unbending i'e- 
solutión, with which thcy havc been freqúently known 
tosubmit tathe uttermost evils which power and vio- 
lence can inflict upon them, r^ther than gratify their 
oppressors by granting tbeir demands. 

In this humour of passive resistance, and with his 
garment coUected beneath him to keep his limbs 
from the wét pávcment, Isaac sat ii\ a corner of his 
düngeon, whcre his földed handsu his dishevclled hair 
and beard, his furfed ^loak and high cap, seen by 
the wiry and broken light, would have atforded a 
study for Rembrant had that celerfited'painter ex- 
istcd at the period. The Jew remained, without al- 
tering ihis poaitíon, for neárly three hóurs, at the ex- 
piry of which stcps were ^eard on the dungeon stairs. 
Ths bolts screamed as they where withdrawn — the 
hinges creaked as the wicket opened, and Reginaid 
Front-de-BcMif,*followed by the two Saracen slaves 
of the templar, entercd the prison. 

FVont-dé-B<Buf, a tall and strong man, whose íife 
had been spent in publíc war or in priváté feuds and 

^ • JVota Betie.f^\We by no meaos warrant the accuracy of tliia 
píece of natural history, which we give on the authority of the 
WardourMS. . ' - L. T. 

* VOL. I. 24 
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bKotlA» aod who had hesttatedat no means o£ extend- 
ing his feudal power, had featu^es corresponadio^ to 
his character, and which stron^y "e»res9cd tfae 
fiércer and more malignant passions ot the mind. 
T^e scars wUh which his visage was seamed would 
on features of a diJFerent caat^Iuive excited the syüi- 
pathy and veneration due to the marks pf honpuiable 
▼álour; but, in the peculiar case of Front-dc-ficBUÍ^ 
they only added to the ferocity of his coímtenance, 
and to the dread which his presence inspired» Tbis 
fbrmidable báron was elad in a l^athem doublet, fit«- 
ted close to his body^ which was frayed and soiled 
with the stains of his armoi^r. He had no wes^)pn» 
^ excepting a poniard at his belti which seemed to 
counterbalance the weight of a bunch of rusty keys 
that hung at his right side. 

The black slaves- who attended Front-de^Bceuf 
were stripped of tbeir got-geous apparel, and attired 
in Jerkins and trówsers of coarse linen, theír sieeves 
being tucked up above thexlbow, liké those of butch- 
ers when about to exercise tbeir functíon in the 
alaughter-^house* Eacb had in his hand a small paa* 
ier; and when tbey entered the dna^eany they stopt. 
at the door until Front-de-Bocuf himself carefully 
locked and double locked it. Having taken tbis pre* 
caution, he advanced slowly up the apartment to- 
wards the Jew^ upon whom he kept his eye jfixed, as 
if he^ished to paralyse him with nis glancé, assome 
animals are said to fascinate their prey. ít seemed 
indeed as if the suUen and malignant eye of Front* 
de-Boeuf possessed somé portion of that supposed 
power over his unfortunate prisoner. The Jew.sate 
a-gape, his eyes fixed on the savage báron with auch 
eamestness of terror, that his frame seemed literally 
to shr^tik togett^r, andto diminish insize under his 
fixed and baleful gazé. The unhappy Isaac was de- 
privednot only jof the power of rising to make tbc 
obeisance whícn his terror dictated, but he could not 
cvcn doff his cap, or utter any word of auppUcatipn, 
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so strongly was he agitated by the coavictíon ihat 
tortures and deáth were impendmg aver him. 

On the other hand, the stately form of the Norman 

appeared to dilate in níagnitude, IHce that pf the 

eagle, which ruffles up its pUimage when about to 

pounce on ita defenceless prey. He paused within 

three steps of the corner in which the unfortunate 

Jew had now as it were coiied himself up ínto the 

sniallest posstble space, and made a sign for one of 

. the slaves to approach. The black sateüite came 

•forward aceordingly, and-producing from his basket 

a large pair of scsdes and several weights, he laid 

them attnc feet of Front-de-Boouf, and again retired 

• to the respectful distance, at which his companioh 

had already taken his station« 

The motions of these men were slow and solenm^ 
as if there impended over their sools somé precon- 
ception of horror and of cruelty. Front^de-Bisüf 
himself opened the scene by thns addressing his iU< 
-fated captive. 

^^Most accursed dog of an accursed race,'' he 
said, awaking with his deep and sulién voice the sul- 
ién echoes of his dungeon vauit, *^ seest thon these 
scales?" 

The unhappy Jewretnmed a feeble affirinative. 

" In thete very scales shalt thou weigh me out," 
said the relentless Báron, ** a thousand stlver pounds, 
after the just measure and weight of the Tower óf 
IfOndon.'*. 

** Holy Ábrahám!" returned the Jew, finding 
voice through the very extrcmity of his danger, 
•* heard man ever such a demand?— Who ever heard, 
evén in a minstrel's tale, of such asum as a thousand 
poonds of silver?— What humán sight was ever 
blessed with the vision ^f such a masis of treasure? 
— Not within the walls of York, ransack my house 
and that of all my tribe, wiU thou find the húgé sum 
of silver that thou speakest of." 

** I am reasonable," answered Front-de-B<suf ^<and 
if silver be scant, I refuse not gold — At the rate of 
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a mark of gold for ^ach m pouods of silver, thau 
sh'alt free thy unbelieving carcass Írom such punish- 
ment as thy heart has never evcn conceived. 

" Havc mercy on me rioble knight!" said. Isaac, 
".I am old, and poor, and helpless. It were unwor- 
thy to triumph over me---It is a poor deed to cruch a 
worm." 

" Old thou may'st íae," replied tbe knight; " more 
shaine to their foUy who ha ve suffered thee to grow 
gray in usury and knavery-— FeTOe thou may'st bc^ 
í)rwhen had a Jew either heart or hand— «But rich 
it is well knoM'n thou art." 

" I swear to you, noble knight," said th^ Je,w, by ^ 
all which I belicve, and'l^y all whicb we believc in 
common"-^— 

" í^erjure not thyself,'' said the Norman, inter- 
tupting him, ^^ and let not thine obstinacy seaV they 
doom, until thou hast seen and well con^idered the 
fate that awaits thee* Think not I sf eak to thee pnly 
to excite thy terror, and practise on |he base cow- 
ardice thou hast derived from thy tribe — I swear to 
thee by that which thou döst not believe, by the gos- 
pel which our chürch te^ches, and by the keys which 
are given her to bind and to loose, that my purpose 
is deep and peremptory. This dungeon is no place 
for trifling. Prisoners tén thousand tid^es more'dis- 
tinguished than thou have died within thcse walls, 
andthe^r fate hath never been known. But for thee 
is reserved a long and lingering death, to which 
theirs were luxury." 
, He again made a signal for theslaves to approach, 
and spoke to thcm apart, in their own language, for 
he alsó had been in Palestine, where, perhaps, he' had 
learnec^ his lesson of cruelty. The Saracen^s pro- 
duced from their basket a qüantity of chaixoal, a 
pair of bellüws, and á flask of oil. While the one 
struck a light with a ílint and steel, the other dis- 
posed the charcoal in the large rusty gjrate which we 
have already mentiojied, and exercised the bellows 
until the fuel came to a red glow. 
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** Sééöt thou, Isaac,'* said Pront-de-Bceuf, ** the 
ráng;e óf iroh bars above that glowing chárcoai! — on 
tftat warm couch thou shalt lie, stripped of thy clóthcs 
aa if thou wert to rest on a bed of down. One of 
these slaveis shall maititain the fíre beneath thee, 
lirhile the other shall anoint thy wretched limbs with 
oil, lest theroastshouldburn, — Now, choose betwixt 
sttch a scorching bed and the payment pf a thousand 

Eounds of silver; for, by the head of my fathcr, thou 
ast no other öption." 

** It is impossiblc," said the unfortunatejcw, ** it 
is itnpossible that your purpose can be reál! Tlié 
good God of nature never made a heart capable of 
exercising such cruelty,*' 

** Trust not to that, tsaac,'' said Front-de-Boeuf, 
** it were a fatál error. Doest thou think that I, 
^ho have séen a town sacked, in which thousands of 
my Christian countrymen perished by sword, by 
flood and by fire, will blench from my purpose fór 
the outcries or screams of one single wretched Jew 
— or think'st thou that these swarthy slaves, who 
have neither law, country, nor conscience, but thcir 
master's will — who use the poison or the stake, or 
the poniard, or the cörd, at his slightest wink — 
thinkest thou that they wiÚ have mercy, who do ndt 
evén undetstand the language in which it is asked? 
— Be wise, old man; discharge thyself of a portion 
of thy superfluous wealth; repay to the hand of a 
Christian a part of what thou hast acquired by the 
tisury thou hast practised on those of his religiou. 
Thy cunning may soon swell out once more thy shri- 
velled purse, but neither leach nor medicine can re- 
store thy scorched hide and flesh, wert thou once 
stretched on these bars. Teli down thy ransom, I 
say, and rejoice that at such a rate thou can^st re- 
deem (hee from a dun'geön the secrets of which few 
have returned to telL I waste no more words wLth 
thee — choose between thy dross and thy flesh and 
folood, and as thou choosest, so shall it be." 
24* 
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^* So may Abrahan, Jacob^and all the fathers of our 
peoplc assist ipe,^' said Isaac, *^ I can not make the 
choice, because I have not the means of satisfying 
your cxorbitant demand." 

^^ Seíze him, and 3trip him, slaves,'' said the Knight 
<^ and let the fathers of his race assist him if they 
can." 

The assistants, takihg their directions more frqm 
the Baron^s eye and his hand th^ his tongue, cnce 
more stepped forward, laid hands bn the ui^ortunate 
Isaac, plucked him up froin the ground, and holding 
hím between them, waited the hard-hearted Baron's 
father signal. The unhappy Jew ejjed their coun- 
tenances and that of Front-d^-Bceuf, in hope of dis- 
covering somé aymptoms of relenting; but that of 
the Báron e^hibited the same cold, half-suUen, half- 
sarcastic smile which had bee4i the ptelude to his 
crueltyj and the savage eye of the Saracens, rolling 
gloomy under their dark brows, acquiring a yet 
more sinister exprcssion by the whiteness of the cir- 
cle which surrounds the pupil, evinced rather ttj/e se- 
cret pleasufe which they expected from the approach- 
ing scene, than any reluctance to be its directors or 
agents., The Jew then looked atthe glowing fumace, 
ovcr which he was presently to be stretched, and see- 
ingno chance of his tormcntor's relenting, his resolu- 
tion gave way. ' ^ 

** I will pay," he sai/1, " the thousand pöunds of sil- 
ver — That is," he added, after a moment's pause '* I 
willpay it wiih the help of my brethern, for I must 
beg as a mcndicant at the door of our synagogue ere 
I make up so unhcard of a sum, — When and where 
must it be delivered?" ^ 

« Here," replíed Front-de-Boeuf,*' here it must be 
delivered— wcighed it must be — weighed and told 
down onthis vcry duögeqn.floor. — Thinkest thou I 
will part with thee until thy ransom issecure?" 
^ •* And what is to bp my surety," said the Je^, 
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«^that I shall be at liberty after this ransom is 

pBiár ^ . 

" The word of a formán noble,thou pawnbrolcing 
slav^;" answcred Front-de-Boeuf; ** the faithpf a Nor- 
man nobleman^more pur^ than the gold and ailyer of 
tbce and all thy tribe." 

^^ I craye pardon, noble lord/' said Isaac ^imidly, 
*'but whereípre should I rely whoUy on the word of 
one who wíll trust nothing-to mine?" 
>^" Becausethoa canst not help it, Jcw," said the 
knight^ sternly. " Wcrt thoú now in thy jtreasure- 
chamber at York, and were I craving a loan of thy 
5hekeld,;^t woiild be thine to dictate the tíme of pay- 
xnent, and the pledge oí sccurity. This is my trea- 
suro'chamben Here I have thee at advantage, nor 
will I • again deign to repeát the terms on which I 
grant thee liberty. 

Tlie Jew groaned deeply. — "Grant inc," he said, 
. " at least, with my . own liberty, that of the compa- 
íiions with wbom I trave). They scomed me as a 
Jew, yet they pitied roy desolation, and becauso they 
tarríed to aid ipe by the way, a share of my evil hath 
come upon them; moreoyer, they. may contribute in 
aome sort to my ransom." 

^ " tf thou meanest yonder Saxon churls," said 
Front-íde-Bceuf, " their ransom will depend upon 
other terms than thine. Mind thite own eoncerns, 
Jcw, I warn thee, and meddle not with those of 
others." 

" I am then," said Isaac " only to be set at liberty, 
togcther with mine wpuudAd friend?" . 

"Shall I twicc recommend it," said Front- de- , 
Bcéuf, " to a son of Israel, tg meddle with hi?öwn 
concems, and leave those of others aiopít? — Since 
thou,hast made tliy choice, it remains.but that thou 
pay'st down thy ransom,' and that at a short day." 
i ".Yet hcar mc," said the Jew— ^* for the sake of 
that very wealth which thou would'st obtain at the 
expense of thy"— — Here he stoppcd short, afraid óf 
irritating the savage Norman. But Front-de-Bocuf 



^id^lau{|hed,tnd bitnseirfiDedttptheblMkat'vrMcIi 
the Jew nad heaitated. ^* At the expense of my cöii- 
scinoe, thou woüktst aay, Isáac, $peak it out^-^I teli 
lliee, I «m reasohaUe. I tan bear 'die rqiroarcheá 
of a loaer, evén when that \ohtr is a Jew. Thoa wert 
not sopatient, ísaac, when thou díd'st hiroke justké 
agaiüst Jacqnes Fitzdotterel, fort^lfinff theea osuri- 
«us Uood*-8ttcker^ when thy exactions had devonred 
hb patrímony.'^ , 

w I swear by tbc Talmud,^ said the Jew, that 
your valour haa been mialedinthat mattét. Fitedot- 
tereldrew hb poniardttpon ine ramy own chatúbei*, 
because I craved him for mine own sHver. The teim 
of pigment was dué at the Passover." 

** I care not wbat he did," said Froni-de-6t£nf; 
*^ the questiön is, When shall I have mine oWii?-^ 
when shall I have the shekels, Isaac?" 

« Let my daughtef Rebecca, go forth to York," 
answered Isaac, *'with yout aafe conduct, noble 
knight, and so $oon aé man and horse can returti, the_ 
treasure^-'^'^Heré be groaned deeply^ but added, 
afiter the panse of a few 8econd8,«--*>^^ the treasóne 
afaall be told dow^n onthis vety fioor." 

" Thy daughter!'^ said Ftont-de-Boeuf, ás if sur* 
prtsed,— " By heavens, laaac, I would I had known 
of thís. I deémed that yonder black-^browed girl had 
been thy concubhie, and I ^ve ber to be a handmaidch 
to Sir Brian de Bois-^Guilbeit, after the fashk>n of 
patriarchs and heroesof the days of old, who set ixa 
m tbese matters a wholesome example." 
' The yeU which Isaacrmed at this unfeelmg com- 
tnnnicatioa made the very rault to ring, and astound- 
«d the two Saracens so ntuch that they let go thcir 
hold of the féw. He a^raíled Inmself óf hvs entarge- 
tnent to throw himself on the paVément, and dasp the 
knces of Front-de-Bceuf. 

** Take a» that you have askcd," said he, " Sir 
Knigbt"*-take ten times mote^-reduce me to min and 
to beggary if thou ifrllt,— nay, plaxe me with thy 
pomardybroHmepn tbátftnmce, wt spafe my daugb- 
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ter, 'deli ver her in safety and honour!-^As thou art 
• bom of woman spare the honour of a helplfsss mai- 
den-^She is the image of my deceased Rgchel, she is 
tbe last of sík pledges of lier lovc — Will you dcpr^ve 
a widdwed husband of his sole remaining comfort^ — 
Will you reduce a father to wish that his only living 
child.was Iáid beside her dead i^other, in the tömb 
of ourfathers?" 

" I wouldv'said the Norman, somewhat relenting, 
^^ that I had known of thi^ before. I thought your 
race hadJoved nothing savé their rooney-bags." 

" Think not so humbly of us," said Isaac, eager to 

. imprové the moment of apparent*syinpathy; ** the 

hunted fox, the tortured wiM-cat, loves its young-*- 

the despised and persecuted race of Ábrahám lőve 

their children," 

** Be it so," said Front-de-Boeuf; "I will believe it 
in future, Isaac, for thy very sake-^But it aids us not 
^ nów, I can not help what has happened, or what is to 
follow; my word is passed to my comrade in arm9, 
nor would I break it for ten Jews and Jewfesses to 
boot. Besides, why should^st tbou think evil is to 
come to the girl, evén if shebecomeBoia-Guilbert's 
booty?" 

>* There will, there must," exclaimed Isaac, wring- 
ing his hands in ágony; *' whcn did Teií plars breathe 
aught but cruelty tQ men and dishőnoarto womcn?" 

" Dog of an infídel, said Front-de Boeuf, with 
^parkliag eyes, and not sorry^perhaps, to seize a pre- 
text for working himself intp a passión, ^v blaspheme 
not the Holy Order of the Templc of Zion, but take 
thought instead to pay me the ransom thou hast pro- 
mised, or wo betide thy Jewiöh throat." 

" Robber and villáin!" said the Jew, retorting ihe 
insults of his oppressor with passión, which, however 
impotent, he now found it impossible to bridle, ^^ I 
will pay ihee nothing — not one silver penny will I 
pay thee, unless my daughter is delivered to me." 

*♦ Art thou in thy senses, Israelite?" said the Nor- 
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mán, surbl]^' — ^' Hast thy fleéh and Uood a charm 
againet beated iton and scaldiiYg oiír' 

** I carc aot!" fiaid the Jew, rendercd des{>efate by 
paternal affection; ^ do* thy "^orst. My daúghter is 
my flefih and blood, deater to me a thousand timés 
than tbose limbs which thy ci^uelty tbreatens. No ^il- 
ver will I give thee unless I were to poür ít mqpl- 
tcn down thy avaricious throat — no^ not a silver petíay 
wiU I give tbce, Nazarene, wére it to savé thee from 
the deep danmation thy whok life has meríted!Take 
my Itfe if thou wilt, and sav, the Jiew, amidstbb tor- 
tures knew how to diaappottt the CInístran." 

*«We shaU|ftee that," said Froöt-de.Boeuf,«for'by 
the blessed rood, which is the abomination of thy ac- 
cursed tribe, thou shsdt feel the extremities of fire 
and Steel. — Strip hioi, slaves, and chain him down 
upcm the bars." 

In spite of the feeble stmggl^s of the old nian, Űte 
Saraceos had already torn nrom him his upper gar- 
ment, and were proceeding totally to disrpbe him, 
when the sound of a bugle twice winded without^the 
^eastle, peaetrated evento the recesses of the dungeon^ 
^and immediatety after, vólces -were heard calling för 
Sir Reginald Front-de-Bosuf. Unwilling to be found 
-engaged in hIs hellish occupation, the savage Báron 
'gave the slaves a signal to restore Isaac^s garment and^ 
- qúitting the dungeon with his attendants, he left the 
Jew to thank Gód for his own deliverance, or to la- 
-ment over his daughterjs captivity, and probable fete, 
as his personal or parental feelíngs miglit prove 
^strongesc 
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CHAPTER XXÍIL 



Niiy» if tke genüe spint tíf moting words, 
Cin no way move you to a mikler fonop 
I*H woo you» üke « loldi^r, at arpt ead^ 
Add lőre you 'gaim ^ natúrét^ knre. 

7Vw GtffttfHMn ^r#r«iM, 

The apartmentto whkh the Lady Rowena had 
bcen intrpduced was fittaed up wkh somé rudeat- 
teinpts at ornainent and magnUicence; and her being 
placed there mlght be considered as a peculiar mark 
of respfxt not mered to the other priaoners. But üie 
i?ife of Front-de-Bceuf, for whom it had been orígi- 
sally furnished, waalopgdead, anddecay andneglect 
liad impaired the fewomaments with whidibertaste 
hadadomedít. The tapestry hang down from the 
ifalls in many places, and in othen was tarnished and 
fadied under the effects of the son, or tattered and de- 
cayed by age. Desolate, however, as it was, this was 
the apartment of the castle which had been judged 
most fitting for the accommodation pf the Saxonfaeir* 
ess; and here she was Icft to meditate upon her fiite, 
until theactors in this nefaríoiis dráma had atranged 
the sQveral parts which each of them was toperform. 
This had been setded in a councU held hv Front- 
tle-Boeuf, Bracy, and the Tenpj^^iJn which, after a > 
long and warm debate conceming the several adván- 
tages. which each insisted upon d^mng fromhis pe- 
ciuar 9hare in this audacipus enterpríse^they had at 
l^ngth determined the fatc of their unhjBippy prisoners;. 

It waa about the hour of noon, thereforcy whoi De^^ 
Bracy, for whpse advsMtage the espedítíon J»ad been 
firstplanned,appeared, to prpsep^tehia yiewá upoothe 
hand and ppssess^ions of the JLaidy Jlowemi. 
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The interval had not entirely been bestowed in 
holding council with his confederates, for De Bracy 
had found leisure to deicorate his person with all the < 
foppery of the times. His green cassock and vizard 
wcre now flung aside. Hifi long luxuriant hair was 
trained to flow in quaint tresses down his richly fur- 
red cloak." His beard wascloscly shaved, his doubt- 
let reached to the iniddle qf his leg^ and the girdle 
which secured it,.and at the same time supported his 
ponderous sword^ was embroideréd aztd embossed 
with gold work» We have already noticed the ex- 
travagant fashion of the sboe$ at this period^and the 
points of Maiiricé De Bracy's might have challenged 
the prize of extravagance with the gáyest, being turn- 
éd üp and twisted üke the horns of aram. Such was 
the dress of a gallant of the period; and in the pre- 
sent instance, that affect "was aided by the handsomfe 
persón and good demeanour of the \^earer, whose mán- 
nérs partook alike of the grace of a courtier, and the 
frankness of a soldieh 

He saluted Rowena by doffing his yelvet bonnet, 
gamished with a golden bfoach, ycprcsenting St. Mi- 
chael trampling down the Prihce of Evil. Whh this, 
-die gently motioned the lady to a seat; and, as she 
still rétained her standing posture, the knight un- 
gloved his right hand, and profFered to conduct her 
thither. But Röwena declined, by her gesture, the 
profFered cbmpliment, and replied, "Ifi bein the 
presence of my jailor. Sir Knight — nor 'will circuna- 
stances allow rae to think othcrwise — it best becomes 
hb prisonér to remain standing tlll she learns her 
doom." 

** Alas! fair Röwéná/' rctuTned De Bracy, "you 
are in the presence of your captive, nót your jaijor, 
and it is from your fair eyes that De Bracy mnst ré- 
céivé that doomwhich youfondlj^expectfromhim.^' 

« I khow ydu not; sir," said the lady, drawing her- 
self up with all the pride of offended ránk and bean- 
ty; " I know yoü not— and the insolent familiarity 
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"" with wbich yóü apply to me the jargon of a trouba- 
, dour, forms no apology for the violence of a robber.'* 

M To thyself, fair maid, artswered De Bracy in his 
fbrmer tone — to tbiné own charms be ascríbed what- 
e'er I have done whích passed the respect due to her, 
whom I- have chosen queen of my heart and loadstar 
of my cycs." ' 

"I repeat to you, Sir Knight, that I know you not, 
and that no man wearíng chain and spurs ougbt thus 
to intrude himself upon the presencé of an unprotect* 
cd lady." 

** TÍiat I ám unknown to you," said. De Bracy, 
is indeed my misfortune, yet let me hope that De 
Bracy's name has not been always unspoken,. when 
minstrels or heraldd bave/praised deeds of chivalry^ 
ívhether in the lists or in the battle-ficld." 

** To heralds and to minstrels, then,Ieave thy praise. 
Sir Knight," replied Rowena, " more suiting for 
their mouths than for thine own; and teli me which of 
them shall record in song, or in a book of tourney, 
the memorable conquest of this night, a conquest ob- 
tainédoveranoliiman,foi1owedby afewtimid hinds; 
and its booty an unfortunate maidén, transported 
against her will to the castle of a robber." 

*' You areimjust, Lady Rowena," said the knight, 
biting' his lips in somé confusion, and speaking In á^ 
tone more naturaltohimlhan that of affected gallan- 
try, which he had at first adopted; " yourself free 
-from passión, you can allow no excuse for the frenzy 
of another, although caused by your own beauty." 

*' I pray you, Sir Knight," said *Rowena, *• to cease 
a language so commonly uséd by stroUing minstrels, 
that it becomes not the mouth of knights or nobles* 
Certes, you constrain me to sit down, since you en* 
ter upon such common-place term^, of which each 
vile crowder hath a stock that might last from hence 
tó Christmas/' 

^ Proud damsel," said De Bcacy, incensed at find- 
ing his gallant style procured him nothing but coa« 
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tempt— *^* proud damsel, thou shalt be as ptoudly en<r 
countered. Know then, that I have supppited my 
pretentions to your hand in the way that beat suited 
my character. It is meeter for thy humour to X>e 
wooed with bow and bili) than in set terms, a&d ia 
courtly languag'e," 

*' Courtesy of tongue," aaid Rowena, ^ when it is 
used to veil churlishness of deed, is but a knight's 
girdle round the breast, of a base clown. I wonder 
not that the restraint appears to gall you— -more it 
were for your honour to have retained the dress and 
language of an outlaw, than to veil the deeds of one 
ünder an affectation oí gentle language and demean- 
oun" 

'* You counsel well, lady," said De Bracy; ** and 
!n the bold language which best justifies bc^d actions^ 
I teli thee, thou shalt never It^ave this castle^ or thou 
shalt leave it as Maurice De Bracy's wife« I am not 
wont to be bafHed in my enterprises, nor needs a 
Norman nohle scrupulously vindicate hitf conduct to 
the Saxon maidén whom he distinguishes by the oíFer 
of his hand. Thou art proud, Rowena, and thou art 
the fitter to be my wife. By what other means couldst 
thou be raised to high honour and to princely placc, 
saving by my alUance? Hovv else would^t thou es- 
capé from the mcan precincts of a country grange, 
where Saxons herd with the swine which form their 
wealth, to take thy seat, honoured as thou shouldst 
be, amidall in Englandthat is distinguishcd by beau« 
ty, qr dignified by power?" 

, *' Sir Knight," repüed Rowena, '' the p;range which 
you contcmn hath been my shelterfroro mfancy; and^ 
trust me, when I leave it-— should that day ^verar- 
rive — it shall be with one who has not learnt tó de- 
spise the dwelling and maiiners In which I have been 
brought up." 

** I gucss your meaning lady," said De Bracy, 

• "though you piay think it lies too obscure for my 

apprehension. But dream not, that Richárd Qsur 
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de Lion wíil ever resame hís throne, far less that 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe, his minton, will ever lead thee 
to his foötstool, to be there welcomed as the bride of 
a favourite, Another suitor might feel jealousy 
tyhile-he touched this string; but my firm purposc 
can not be changed by a passión so childish and so 
hopeless. Know, lady, that this rival is in my power^ 
and that it rest but with itie to betray the secret of his 
being within the castle, to Front-de-Boeuf, whose 
jealousy will be more fatál than mine?" 

" Wilfred here?'' said Rowena, in disdain; *' that 
is as true as that Front-de-Bceuf is hi^ rivál." 

De Bracy looked at her stéadily for an instant, • 
« Wert thou really ignorant of this?" sáid he; 
didst thou not know that he travelled in the litter of 
the Jew? — a rtieet conveyance for the crusader, whosé 
doughty arm was to reconquer the Holy Sepulchrc!" 
and he laughed scornfuUy. 

*-" And if he is here," said Rowena, compellítig 
herself to a tone of indifFerencc, though trembling 
with an agony of apprehension which she could 
not suppress, *' in what is he the rival of Front-de- 
Boeuf? or what has he to fear beyond a short impri- 
sonment, and an honourable ransom, according to the 
use of chivalry?" 

*' Rowena*," said De Bracy, " art thou, too, deceiv- 
cd by the common error of thy sex, who thínk there 
can be no ri valry but that respecting their own charms? 
Knowest thou not there is a jealousy of ambition and 
of wealth, as well as of lőve; and that this our hőst, 
Front-de-Boeuf, will push from his road hira whoop- 
poses his claim to the fair barony of Ivanhoe, as rea* 
dily, eagerly, and unscrupously, ás íf he were pre? 
ferred to him by somé blue-eyed damsel? But smiie 
on my suit, lady, and the wounded champion shaíl 
have nothing to fear from Front-de-Bceuf, whom else 
thou mayst mourn for, as in the hands of one who 
has nevér shown compassion." 

" Savé him, for the loveofHeaven!" said Rowena, 
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hcr firmness giving way under terror fcr hcr lovcr^s 
impending fate. 

** I can — I will — it Í8 my purposc,'' said De Bi'acy^ 
^ tor, when Rowena consents to be the bride of De 
Bracy, who is it shall dare to put forth a violeiit hand 
upon her kinsman — the son of her guardian— the com- 
panion of her youth? But it is thy lőve must buy his 
protection. I am not romantic fool enough to further 
the fortune, or avert the fatc, of one who is likely to 
be a succcssful obstacle between me and my wishes. 
Use thine influence with me in his behalf, and he is 
safe— refuse to employ it, Wilfred dies, and thouP* 
thyself art not nearer to freedom/' 

^^ Thy language," answered Rowena, ^ hath in its 
indiSerent bluntness something which can not be re- 
conciled with the horrors it seems to expres?. I bé- 
liévé not that thy purpose is so wicked,or thy power 
so greát/' 

" Flatter thyself, theh, with that belief,'* said' De 
Bracy, *^ untU time shall prove it falsé. Thy lover 
lies wounded in this castle— thy preferred lover. He 
is abar betwixt Front-^de-Bceuf and that which Front- 
de-Bceuf loves better than either ambition or beauty* 
What wili it cost beyond the blew of a poniard, or 
the thrust of a javelin, to. silence his opposition for 
ever? Nay, were Front-de-Boeuf afaid to justify a 
deed so open, let the leech but gi ve his patient a wrong^ 
draUght— let the the Chamberlain^ or ihe nurse who 
tends him but pluck the pillow from his head, and 
Wilfred, in his present condition,ís sped without the 
eifusion of blood. Cedric alsó——" 

^^ And Cedric alsó," said Rowena, repeating his 
words; ** my noble — my generous guardian! ide- 
served the evil I have encountered, for forgetting his 
fate evén in that of his son." 

^^ Cedric's fate alsó depends upon thy determina- 
tion," said De Bracy: ** and I leave thee to form it." 

Hitherto^ Rowena had sustained her part in this 
trying sccne with undismayed courage, but it was 
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becau^e shehad not considered tbe danger as serious 
and imminent* Her disposilion was naturally that 
wbich physiognpmists consider as proper to fair com- 
plexionSf mild, timid, and gentle; but it had been 
tempered, and, as it were, hardened, by the cir* 
cumstances of her education, Accustomed to see 
tbe will of all, evén of Cedric himself, (sufiiciently 
arbitrary with otbers) give way before her wishes, 
she had acquired that sort of courage and self-con- 
fidence which aríses fcom the habitual and constant 
deference of the circle in which we move. She <:ould 
scarQe conceive the possibility of her ívill being op* 
• posed, far less that of its being treated with totál dis- 
regard* 

Her faaughtiness and habit of doroination was, 
therefore, a íictitious character, induced over that 
which was natural to her, and it deserted her when 
her cyes • were opened to the eztent of her own 
danger, as well as that of her lover and her guar* 
dián, when she found her will, the slightest et^ 
pression of which, wont to command respect and 
attention, was now placed in opposition to that of a 
man of strong, fierce, and determined mind, who 
possessed the advantage over her, and was rcfsolved 
to use it. 

Ater casting her eyes áround, as if to look for 
the aid which was nowhere to be found, and after a 
few broken inteijections, she raised her hands to 
heaven^ ^d burst intő a passión of uncontrolled 
vexaúon and sorrow. It was impossible to see so 
beautiful a creature in such extremity without feel- 
ing for her, and De Bracy wás not nnmoved, though 
he was yet more embarrassed than touched. He 
had, in cruth, gone too far to recede; and yet in 
Rowena's present condition, she cduld not hé acted 
on either by argument or threats. He páced the 
apartmentto and fro, now vainly exhorting the terri- 
fied maidén to compose berself, now hesitating con- 
ceming his own line of conduct. . ' 
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If, thought he, I should be moviedbythe teára 
and sorrow of thís disconsolate damsel, v^hat woald 
I Tcap but the loss of thosje fair hoges for which I 
have encountered so much risky^and the> ridicule of 
Prince John and his joviajj comrades? " And yct," 
he said to himself,^^ I feel myself ill framed for the 

})art which I am playing. I can not look on so fair^a 
áce while it is disturbed with agony, or on those 
eyes when they are drowned in tears. I would she 
had retained her originál haiightiness of dispositton^ 
or that I had a larger sháré of Front-de Bceufs thrice- 
tempered hardness of beart/' 

Agitated by these thoughts, he could only bid the 
unfortunate Rowena be com fortéd, and^ assure . her, 
that aa yet she had no reason for the excess of de- 
spair to which she was now given way. But in thiis 
task of consolation De Bracy was interrupted by the 
hQm, " hoarse-winded blowing far and keen," which 
had at the same time alarmed the other inmates of 
the castle, and interrupted thcir several plana of 
avarice and of license. Of them all, perhaps, De 
Bracy least regretted the interruption; for his con- 
ference with the Lady Rowena had arrived at a point, 
where hé found it equally difiicult to prosecute or to 
resign his enterprise. 

And here we can not but think it neqessary to offer 
somé better propf than the incidents of an idle tale^ 
to vindicate the melancholy representation of man- 
ners which has been just laid before the réáder. It 
is grievous to think that those valiant barons, to 
whose stand against the crown the Hberties of 
England wiere indebted for their existeiice, should 
themselves have^ been such dreadful oppressors, and 
capable of cxcessejs contrary not only tó the laws of 
England, but to those of nature and huníaniiy. But, 
alas! we have^ only to extract from the industripus 
Henry one of those numerous passages which he has 
coUected from contemporary htstorians, to prove that 
fiction itself can hardly reach the dark resdity of the 
horrors of the period. 
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The^description given by the author of the Saxoa 
Chronicle of the cruelties cxercised in 4hc reign 
of King Stephen by tíie great barons and lords of 
castle, who where all Normans, affords a strong proof , 
of the excesses of which they were capable nvheQ 
their passíons were inflamed. They grievously 
oppressed the poor people by building castles; and 
when they were built they filled thcm with wickjcd 
meny or rather devils, ívho srized both men and 
women who they imagined had any money, threw 
them intő prison, and put them to more cruel tortures 
than the martyrs cver endured. They sufFocated 
somé in mud, and suspended others by the feet, or 
the head, or the thumbs, kindling fires below them. 
They squeezed the heads of somé with knotted corda 
till they pierced their brains, whilethey thre^ others 
intő dungeons swarming with serpents, snakes, and 
toads. Bu$ it would be cruel to put the re^der to 
the pain-of perusing the remainder of this descrip- 
tion.* 

As another instance of these bittér fruits of con- 
quest, and perhaps the strongest that can be quoted, 
we may mention that the Empress Matilda, though 
a daughter of the King of Scotland, and afterwards 
both Queen of England and Empress of Germany, 
the daughter, the wife, and the mother oi monarchs, 
was oblTged during her early residence for educa* 
tion in £ngland, to assume the veil of a nun, as the 
only means of escaping the iicentious pursuit of the 
Norman nobles. l'his excuse she stated before a 
great council of the clerg) of England, as the sole 
reason for her Kaving taken the rcligious habit. The 
assembled clergy admitted the validity of the plea, 
and the notority of the circumstances upon whith it 
was founded; giving thus an indubitable and most re- 
markable testimony to the existence of that disgrace- . 



* Henry's Uis. edlt. 1805, vol. vü. p. 346, 
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ful Ucenseby whícB that age was stained. It was a' 
matterof public kno^^ledge, they s^id, that after the 
conquest of King William, his Norman fóMöwers, 
elated by so great ^ victory^ acknowledged no law 
. but their own wicVcd pleasare, and not only diespoil* 
ed the conquered Saxons of their lands and their 

SK)d8, but invaded the honour of their .wives fnd of 
eir daughters with the most unbridled li^ense; and 
hence it ivas then common for matrons and maidens 
of noble families to assume the vell, and take shelter 
in convents, not as called thither by the vocation of 
God^but sdíely to preserve their honour fromtjie un- 
bridled wickednesB of man. 

Such and so licentious were the tímes, as announced 
by the public declaration of the assembled clergy, re- 
corded by Eadmer; and we need add nothin^ more. 
to vindicate the probability of the sceneB ^hich we 
have 4':tailed, and are about to detail^ upon the more 
apocr3rphal authority of the Wardour MS. 
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